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UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 



THE MEDES. 



npHE descendants of Madai, the third son of 
J- Japhet, gave the name of their progenitor 
to a ti«ct of country which was bounded on the 
north by part of the Caspian Sea ; on the east 
by Fartiria and Hyrcania ; on the south by Per- 
■is, Suuana and Ass^a ; and on the west by 
Armenia major. It was anctentiy divided into 
the provinces of Tropatenei Darites, Marciane, 
Syro-Media, Amaiiace, and Charomithrene. 
But these, by a later divimin, were reduced to 
Media Magna which coDteined the cities of Ec- 
batsn, Apamea, Arsacia, Begde, and Leodi- 
oea ; and jttr<^ent, a barren inhospitable coun- 
try, Mtaatei-between Mount Taurus and the 
Caspian Sea. The cKnwte was eTtremely hot 
in the plains, and cold on the mountains ; and 
the productions of the country, of necessity^ va- 
ried with the temperature. The wr was gene- 
nlly aatubrious, except in the vicinity of the 
Ca^Han Sea, where the rivers which supply that 
immense TCflcrrolr of water frequently overflow- 
iag their banks, occasioned noxious exhalations. 
In Mme parts of Media they were obliged to 
Vol. VIII. B 
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make bread <^ dried almonds i but the southern 
distiicts produced com and ms&ia tl)» gi«aMat 



The inhatntaats were once ft rety wariike peo- 
ple, and are said to have instructed the Peruana 
in the art of war ; though they a&erwaids intro- 
duced a variety of eSeimnate and luxurious 
practices, which eventually caused the down&ll 
of that em[ure. They usually smeared Ihdr ar- 
rows with a bituniinous liquor, called naphta ; 
and confirmed* their alliances with the blood 
of the contracting parties. They are also said 
to have thrown the bodies of their dying relar 
l^ves to dega, as suppodng- it dishonourable to 
wtpire on their bed^ or be deposited in tha earth. 
Polygamy waa not meiwly allowable among 
Uiem ; but, accordii^ to Strabp, they ware c»i»< 
^let^ by tiie luv, to maintwt; at leasts aevtn 
wives i and every woman was regarded with 
contempt who sun^ted fewer than Gv« hus- 
bands. How this regulation could be observed, 
is inespjicsble. 

. As th^r religion and laws were naarly thti 
same with those of the PersiNis, they will con- 
sequently be found io the history of th^ pcopl& 
It isi however, proper to remartt, that wheji a. 
l^w ivas once enactod, it was not in the Ung's 
power to repeal it : whence the un^lt^^e de- 
grees of tlie Medes are frequently aUuded to in. 
Holy Wriu 

* la coafirmiai dUsncOi thev aaed ta tie Mfether, 
witli i. hird ban^ge, the thunibi of tluii' nght tundi, 
until the blood, Karting Io the eitremitieB, was, or a il^ht 
cut, JiE:h?.rg«d. Th» itiey tnutnally aucked; and a league 
tbu3 mfBferioiisly Kiletniiizcd wm BCcDunted tnott nettd. 
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' Wtth r«sp«tct to their ans) trade, andDten- 
fut«, nothing sath&ctoiy cm be saM. Bnt theit 
passion for martial exerciscB is weR Birthenti- 
cated ; and their skSI in horsemanship and ar^ 
chcry was, at once, the envy and adminitton of 
their iieighlioiirs. 

The history of this pcojrfe is extremely darti 
and perplexed till their subjugation to the Awy- 
nana, 'which took pflace rither under Pul, the 
founder of the Assyrian monarchy, or 'his im- 
mediate successor, Tiglath-Rleser; and there- 
fore must be passed over as bbulous. From 
this period they remained in subjection til! the 
reign of Sennacherib, when, by a powerful ef- 
fort, they shook off IJie yoke, aiid ^lantly de- 
fended their recovered liberties. 

Having thus rescued their cmntry fioin the 
dppTcsnVe dominion of a conqueror, they lived 
ibt&e time without a king. Bnt the licentious- 
liess and anarchy which began to prevail in evcr^ 
(fistrict soon enabled Dejoces, a subtle amUtkiua 
Medc, to gratify his dariing passion at the ex- 
^ce of the public felicity. This man, con- 
templating the irregularities of his countrymen, 
applied himself with such apparent sea) to the 
Administration of justice, that the inhabitants of 
his cBstrict elccied him for their judge ; and the 
fame of his impartiality spread so rapidly, that 
an such as thought themselves aggrieved by un- 
juBt sentences resorted from all parts of the na- 
fioh to his tribune. When, by these means, he 
bad 9ecra«d Ute public afTectitm, and estabHshed 
some degree of order in the community, he sud- 
denly abdicated his honourable seat, and refused 
loattend any longer to an employment which 
incapacitated him from promoting hb private 
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welfcre. Upon this uneKpected cluuige, the 
-vicious and unprincipled gave the reins to thdr 
respective passions, and every species of wicked- 
ness increased with such dreadful rapidit}', that 
Media was soon filled with rapinej murder, and 
desolation. Hereupon, a general assembly was 
called, to deliberate on the means of reforming 
those abuses ; and the friends of Dejocea, seizing 
the favourable opportunity, expatiated so warmly 
on the danger which threatened ^ven the esiK- 
ence of the nation, and the absolute necessity of 
appeasing the public disorders, by rusing some 
meritorious individual lo the regal dignity, that 
their p,roposal was received with generd plaudits, 
.and Dejoces was immediattly placed on the 
throne. 

„ The mask of (Usnmulation was noit 
jj^' thrown aside; the politic design of secf«t 
ambidon was crowned with success; and • 
the first acts of th&new sovereign were those of 
a haughty and imperious tyrant. He com- 
mand*^ his subjects to build him a palace suit- 
able to his dignity ; selected guards out of the 
whole nation for the safety of his person; and, 
having ordered the fikmoiu city of Ecbatan to 
be built, enacted certain laws, which imported 
that none but the members of his houaehcM 
should ever be admitted to his presence, and 
that alt business should be transacted by his ser- 
vants and ministers. These proceedings, tboi^b 
arbitrary in the extreme, and ill suited to a man 
who received the diadem as a reward of his un- 
shaken equity, were not disagreeable to the pea- 
Kle; BO that Dejoces enjoyed his splendid estalv 
shmenta without molestation, tilt his insatiable 
thirst of power induced lum to invade Assyria) 
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lAen his {okcb were utterly deEtateil, and hin>> 
self slun, a&er t, reign (^ fifty-three yeai's, bj 
SwMduchinus, or NabuchodtHtosor. 

Pbnortes, son and lucccssor of De- 

^ ^ jpces, was a prince of an enterprising s|ri- 
-^ ritf who, aot content with the Medum 
temtc»ieB, invaded Peraia, with Bome Eucces% 
aad reduced aeverat of the neighbouring ntttioiu, 
tilihe obttuned poaMBsiDn of almost alt the Up- 
per Asia between Mount Taurus and the river 
Halys. Elated with the brilliant success th^ 
Stt^ided his anna, be at length invaded Assy- 
riai made himftdf master of a. considerable put 
ef the country ; and even laid siege to the me- 
tn^wlis. But here his good fortune abandoned 
kim, and he perished, with the grei^t^ port of 
his army, in the attempt. 

B_ Q The crown of Media pow devtJved 
. ijj. ' npoa Cyaxares, a prince of great cou^ 
r^;e u>d cxtraoKUuary abilities) who 
(non recovered such parta <rf the kingdom as 
had becR taken m the preceding reigns by the 
As s y rian s ; and, having assembled a powerfiil 
army, marched oat to avenge the de^ith of his 
6Aer and grand&thcr, by the destruction of 
MineTeh. The Assyrians met him on their frcm- 
tiers, and an obstinate engagement ensued ; but 
victory dedared in fa*our of the invader, who 
rlKiBed hia opponents to the very gatea of their 
cajxtal, and isaued orders ibr liie commence- 
ment of a regder siege. But on hearing that a 
frnmidabte anny of ScytMans were advancing 
-rapidly towards Media, he was compelled to re- 
Unquish liis deragtt, and emi^ his troops !h 
the defend of his own kingdom. 

The- Scytluans, wiio but driven the Cimmc- 
B 3, 
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liani out of Eurc^, and verc now in full par- 
MUt of thrir fleeing enemiea, were soon eogagied 
by the forces of Cyaxares ; but the latter, nob-, 
withstanding the extraoi<dtnary exertions of their 
taliant king, were utterly de{e&ted> The con* 
querors, meeting with no &ithei; i^^KwitigD, 
9ver-nin not only Media, but the greater part' 
of Upper Asia, whence they extended their «»- 
quests into Syria as &r as the confines of Egypt. 
The E^ptians, however, were saved trom ia- 
Mipportable oppression by their Ung, Psamote- 
ticus, who, partly by presents, and partly by 
Intreatiea, prevailed on the bai4>arians to with-, 
draw. In this expedition the Scythians reduced 
the city of Beth-Sheam in the territories of th« 
fnbeofibnfteBeh, on this side the Jordan) whence 
it is called Scythopolis, or the city erf the Scy- 
thians. 

At the expiraliaii of twenty-eight yean, dur- 
ing which the Scythians had been masters of the 
Upper Asia, Cyaxarea resolved to attempt the 
destruction of his troublesotne guesta by Btrata- 
genii He accordingly invited the greatest part 
of them to a general feast, which was given in 
every ^rnily t when each host intoxicated his 
guest, and a maasaciie ensued, which de^vered 
the kingdom from a lon^ ^id cruel boudi^e* ' 
The Medes then repossessed themselves of all 
their provinces, and once more extended theic 
empire to the banks of the Halys. 
iu Cyaxares, having thus delivered bJs subjects 
■irom the oppression of the Scythians, was soon 
jiter engaged in a' war with the Lydians, upc») 
the subsequent * account. A scditioo hai^ei^ 

* Vide Hamiot. Ub. i. cap. J3, i^ 
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mg anaof the ScyttGtm Nomades, a party qf 
them escaped into Media, where they were htip 
mandy received by the lung, and entniBted witl^ 
the educatiiHi of some Median youths. These, 
strangers frequently employed themselves in. 
fcundng^, and uBually presented Cyaxares witii, 
part of their game : but being one day unsuc- 
cewfiil, that ptince treated theAi with the most 
<^robiious language ; in consequence of which 
they ^reed to murder one of their Median pu-, 
[nlo, dress his flesh like venison, and serve it up. 
to the royid table. Having executed this honid 
project, they fled to Sardis, and implored thei 
protection of Halyattes, king of Lydla. Cyax- 
ares bnmediately seat ambassadors to demand 
the murderers ; but, the Lydian monarch re- 
fuung to deliver them up, a war of five yean 
ensued between the two nations, with various, 
auccesa. . An obstinate engagement took placs. 
between the hostile armies, in tlie beginning of 
the sixth year ; but a total eclipse of the sun,, 
which h^ipoied during the heat of the battle,. 
bad ao powerful ui eflect on the superstition oE 
the Medes and LytUans, that they immediately 
retreated, and soon after concluded a peace^ . 
iriiich was strengthened by a marric^* bel;weea 
AryetuB the daughter of Hidyattes, and Asty-. 
ages, the eldest son of Cyaxares. 

The Lydian war was no sooiter termi- 
Ji- C. nated than Cyaxares entered into a strict 
*^'' idliaace with Nebuchadnezzar, king of 



Of diii mairiagc mt born, die emubig jeai, Cyaz- 
I, who, in the bock of Dutiel, ii called Duhu tka 
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Babylon ; nn^i in Gonjunotioa viA Qu Babf- 
iMtiuis, resumed the sieg« of Nineveh, slew^ 
rac the king, and levelled that prood metroptdia 
whh the gnxmd. This vietoty gave -rise to the 
great successes of Nebuchadnezzar and Cyax-' 
arcs, and hdd a foundation of the two collatend 
empires of the Medes and Babylonians. 

After Uie reduction of ffineveh, Ihe victorious 
raonarcbs, improving their advantage, led tite* 
confederate armj against I%araoh-Necho, king 
of Egypt, and compelled him to abandon what- 
ever he had formeriy taken from the Aasyriang;' 
Having effected this de^gn, and reduced aB 
HKcnice and Ccele-Syria, they proceeded, wilh 
an army of Babylonians, Medes, Syrians, Kloay 
bites, and Ammonites, to the number of ten: 
diotisatid chariots, a hundred and aghty thon-i 
Sand foot, and a bnndi'ed and twenty thousand 
horse, to invade Samaria, Galilee, Scythopolis, 
and Jerusalem, all of ^rtiich were subdued by^ 
their resistless arms. Enriched with the plun- 
der of the subjugated nations, they divided their 
forces, Nebuchadnezzar pursuing his conquesti 
iii the west ; and Cyaxarcs falling upon the proJ 
vinces of Armenia, Pontus, and Cappadocia, 
which be subdued ^*ith great slaughter of tht 
inhabitants. After these achievements, the ar- 
mies united onCe more, and, by the reduction 
of Persis and Susiana, completed their conquest 
of the Assyrian empire. 

Cyaxares, having thus erected the kingdom 
of his ancestors into a potent empire, and shared 
the new acqmsitions witli Nebuchadnezzar, ex- 
pired, in the fortieth year of his rdgn, and left 
th^ gOTemment to his son Astyages. 
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XKtlZfc • 

_ _ This prince, who in Scripture is cal- 
r* led Ahuucrus, succeeded pcaccaUy to 
the throne ; hot we find no particulars of 
Ua reign recorded in history, except his repols- 
ing the B^ylonians, who, under the conduct t4 
Enl-Merodach, the son of Nebuchadnezzar, had 
made an inroad into his countrv. The victory 
which he gained on this occasioii was chiefly 
pwing to &e bravery and vigilance of Cyrus, 
who, though at that time but sixteen years of 
»ge:, signalized himself in a very gallant man- 
ner, and chased the invader, with great slaugh> 
ter, to his own frontiers. This rash undertaking 
of Evil-Merodach laid the foundation of that 
ammoaity between the Medes and Babylonians^ 
which was productive of innumeraUe mischie&, 
^nd eventually terminated in the nun (tf Baby- 
icMk 
J, f. On the death of Astyages, the crown 
j^ devolved on his sou Cyaxares, uncle to 
Cyrus, anft the person designated in Ho- 
ly Writ, by the name of Darius the Mcde. 
This prince had scarcely assumed the reins of 
government, when he found himself eng^;ed ia 
a sanguinary war with NerigUssar, who had as- 
sassinated Enl-Merodach, and usurped the 
tbrone of Babylon. The war was carried on, 
with ^;reat slaughter on both udes, by Cyaxares 
ftod his valiant nephew, during the reigns of the 
usurper Nerigtissar, of his sou Laborosoarchod ; 
and of Nabonadius, the son of Evil-Merodach, 
in whose time the Babylonian empire was utteriy 
overthrown. But the relation of these interest- 
ing events must be reserved to the reign of that 
gJoriouB prince, who wa^ the founder m the Pcfi; 
Man mooarchy. 
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Cj'axBiv is uid, in Scripture, to have taken 
Ae kiiwdMn after Ute jeduction of Beibjlaii and 
deatii ctf BelsIttKnir ; for Cyrus, dunng his im- 
de^ mb, held tbe empire oa\y in partnership 
mth him, though he had itcquired it soldy by his 
own valour. Tlie command of the army, and 
tf»e wh(de Hian^ement of affturs, howewr, were 
Tested in Cynis ; inconsequence of which nono^ 
tice is taken of Cyaxares in Ptolemy's canon. 
But that a Mede reigned at Babylon, immediate- 
h after the death of Nabonadius, is evident, both 
from Xenophon and Scripture : for, the former 
bells us, that, after the taking of Babylon, Cyrus 
irent to the king of the Medes, at Ecbatan, and 
succeeded him in the kingdom ; and we read, ia 
ttie volume of Divine Inspiration, that Babyloti 
WB9 destroyed " by the kings of the Medesj anfl 
the captains and rulers thereof, and by all the 
luid of hia dominion ;" and dial the Wngdom of 
B^yloa waa ^ numbered, finished, broken, and 

S" ren to fee Medes and Peruana ;" first to the 
edes under Cyaxares or Darius, and then to 
fce Persians under Cyrus. 

Alter the reduction of Bftbykm, CyaxsreS, is 
concert with his nephew, arranged the affairs of 
Aeir new empire, and ivided it into a hundred 
■nd twenty provinces, wHch were entruated to 
(tie care of those persons who h&d distinguished 
Aemselves during the war. Over these gover* 
tors were appointed Aree presidents, who, re* 
ilding constantly at court to receive accounts 
fivm the several provinces, and to dispatch the 
royal commands to the immediate oflfcers, might 
le Said to have the administration of the most 
weighty affiurs of state. Of these Daniel wad 
iQ^Kiintcd the due^ not only on account (^ hia 
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great witdimi, but likewise for his ^e and con- 
summate experience. The honours attached to 
this employment raised « sfHrit of envy in Utt 
<itker courders, who malidously contrived his 
luin, and procuietl his condemnalion to a cnid 
death. But aa Ousel's siqqioaed ofience was in 
reality a fulfilment of the most sacred duty, the 
God of bis btbers Suroculously interftred in hiil 
Mu^ and the base ccmtrivance of his enemies 
WW juMly converted to tbeir own destindicnb 
This erent is suf^osed to haw htqipened when 
Cyrua waa in Syria^ which he brot^ht under sob- 
jactiqn. with tfac: adjacent countries, while Darim 
iKsaained at BabyJou to manage tbe ci<ril affiuHi 
of the en^nre> The Daocs, or Stateies Darid, 
those funouB. inCcesof gold, which, ior sevetml 
ages, were preferred, by the oriental national to 
4Dy other money » wfere probably coined about the 
same time, out of the gold of the cmquetied Ly-<- 
diwH. But in the reign of Cyrus, a more £a- 
tinct account will be g^en of sereral paiticulars- 
idatiDg to Cyaxares and Asty^es, the tm> prc^ 
decessors^ Darius the Mede. 
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Prom the Foundation of the Eir^dre to iu Suhjuga- 
tion by jilexander the Great. 

fDER^ A, one of the most delightiul countnes 
^ in Asia, in difierent ages, tus been called 
by different denominations. It extended nnci- 
entlf about two thousand eight hundred English 
miles in length, from the Hellespont to the 
mouth of the river Indus ; and about two thou- 
sand miles in bre&dth, from Pontus to the mouth 
of the Arabian Gulf: being divided into the pro- 
vinces of Gedroaia, Cannania, Drangiana, Ara^ 
chosia, Pr -opamisu% Bactriana, Mai^iana, Hjrr- 
cania, Aria, Parthta, Perusj'Susiana, Schinra% 
and Curdistan." 

The climate of this country varies con^erar 
bly according to the situation, some parts being 
parched mdi insufferable heat, at the same 
season that others are frozen with cold. The- 
soil is extremely unequal ; and rw) seldom &lls 
to re&esh the vegetative tribes. Someof the val- 
leys, however, are extremely fertile ; and fhiits, 
flowers, and aromatic herijs, are there produced 

" Modem P<rsi»(orlhedommioni of the Persian crown) 
Cttcndi about one thousand' eight hundred and forty milet 
in IcDEtli, rroni the mouth of ihe river Araieg m the ef- 
flux of the Indus ; and is ooe ihoannd ud eight;r milei in 
breadth, from the river Oiiu to the FeruiD Gulf; bemg 
bounded by the Caspian Sea and Monnf Caucaini on. the 
norih ; by the Indus and the territorici ol th< Great Mo- 
gul on the eaM ; by the Pervan Oulf and the Indian Ocean 
OD the •ODlh ; and by the 'V'ni'"'t^i of the Grand Signior 
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in fT«at «XQberuice. Animal and mioeral pro- 
ducticuis are also extremely numerous : and the 
Vestiges of aoUquity, «^di still exist in this 
femous coiuitry, are truly worthy the attentioD 
i£ the ciiriouE. 

The jdain in which the great city of Pereepolis 
■tood is cme of the finest in Persia, and is eaid to 
ODBlaki near fifteen hondred villages, alt adamod 
with pleaaant gardens, end planted wiih um- 
brageous trees. The entrance of this plain, on 
itK west ffide, consists of a range of steep, loftjr 
mountains, about twelve ntiles long and two 
miles broad, forming two flat banks, with a 
lifiing terrace. At the foot of the mountain wat 
utnated die ancient palace of the kings of Per^a, 
rf which the walls are still standing on three 
flides< The. front is six hundred paces, in extent, 
inaa north to south, and three hundred and 
ninety &om east to west. Before the west side 
■re several rocks, which rise toward the north till 
they are on a level with the wall, and appear 
like a Und of tdatftmn extending eighty paces 
brfare it. The stair-case, which consists of two 
Sights of stairs, forty-two feet asunder at bot- 
tom, is twenty-five feet seven inches m depth 
to the wall, whence the steps pitjceed, and ii 
equally magnificent and commodious. About 
forty feet distant from the front of this palace 
are two great porticoes and two columns : 
but the pavement of the first is much damaged 
1^ the effectsof time, and the second la sunk 
five feet lower than the former. The first por- 
tico is thirty-nine feet high, and the second 
twenty-eight. The front of each pilaster is ot- 
nameDted with a large figure of an animaJ cut 
in baas-relief^ but now much defikced, and the 

Vol. VIII. C 
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bas^ of these pilasters are sbout five feet twa 
inches high. Mmi^ authors have published their 
conjectures respecting these monuments of anti- 
quity, but it seems impossible, in their present 
condition, to decide what they origin^y de- 

The two columns wliich stand between the 
porticoes are of white marble, elegandy Buted, 
, and decorated with some rich ornaments ; their 
height is about fiftj'-four feet ; their circum- 
ference fourteen ; and their appearance altogether 
striking. 

Turning toward the south, there is to be seen 
ft cistern, cut out of stone, twenty-five feet long, 
seventeen feet live inches broad, and three feet 
above the level of the earth. Beyond this H 
another st£ur-case, composed of two flights of 
steps like the former, one fronting toward th« 
east and the other toward the west. On the top 
of this st£ur-case some foliage is still visible, with 
figures, in bass-relief, (Gallon tearing a bull. At 
the enid of the landing-place is another front, 
ftdorned with three rows of sniall figures one 
above another. Of the first row nothing can be 
seen above the girdle, the upper parts being de- 
stroyed by the corroding tooth of time; the 
second row has received material injury ; and as 
to the third, it is almost completely buried in the 
earth. Beyond the bottom of the stair-case is a 
wall forty-five feet In length, with an interval of 
sixty-seven feet to the west front. This side, 
like the other, is surcharged with figures, and 
occasionally diversified with inscriptions, but 
these are entirely effaced. Between the two 
flights of stairs there is an open place, paved 
tvith stones of an extraordinary magnitude, and 
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OTDBtTiMited with several rows of benutifiil co- 
hnnns. To the sou^ of these, ccdumns there is 
ui edifice, of which the front wail b yet five feet 
Bevoi inches high, . extending a hundred and 
diirteen feet from east to west. On the north 
there are two porticoes, and three windows 
Mocked up ; and on the south a portico and four 
windows <^)ra. There are, also, two porticoes 
with two <4>eiui^ on the west ; and another 
towuds the east .with tiiree niches or windows 
walled up. Under the two porticoes oo the 
north may be seen the figures of a man and 
two women from the knees upward, their legs 
being covered with eatth. The second portico 
contains the figure of a man holding and subbing 
a ungukr kmd of animal represented with 
wings upon its back. Under the portico toward 
the north a. man is seen engaging with a lion, 
which he holds by the mane with his right hand, 
while he strikes a poniard into its belly with his 
Je& On both sides of the southern portico 
there is the figure of a man bearing a crown in 
his hand, and attended by two persons, erne of 
whom holds a kind of umbrella over his head. 
There are likewise some remarkable groupes of 
figures on the pilasters which are scattered about 
the earth, and many niches or t^lets full of 
characters in various parts of Uiese truly curious 
ruins, whicjh some have imagined to mark the 
site of an ancient temple ; but which the gene- 
rality of learned men, with much greater reason, 
pronounce the sad remains of the palace of Per- 
sepoUs. At the distance of six miles from thess 
ruins there is a &mous mountain, harder and 
oqiable of a finer polish than marble. Its sides 
have been curiously levelled by human industry, 
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•nd ornamented with sereTal figures 
6eL Here are also foor tombs, and soioe iat- 
scriptions in the Game chantcter with the tablet! 
at the palace of Persepolii. 

The Persians were, mduiput^ly, a. verf 
ancient nation, and are supposed to have d^ 
Mended from Elam, the son of Sfaem ; as all the 
Greek interpreters by Elam understand Pertam, 
and in tiie- acts of the Apostles, the PerHaiM 
themsetvea are called Elamites. 

The kingdom of Elam appears to have been 
- very powerful in the early ages, for Chedoriaok 
mer, kin^' of Elam, who was contemporary vtA 
Abraham, is «(ud to have invaded the gigan^ 
Emims and Zamzummins, and to have pillaged 
the ciues of Sodom and Gomorrah, though he 
was afterward overthrown by Abraham, wbo 
took up arms on behalf of his kinsman LoL 
Elam was ^so a potent kingdom in the time of 
Jeremiah, as appears irom a prediction of tbKl 
|»ophet relative to the augmentation of Neb(» 
chadneszar'B dominions, in which he ob&ervet 
that the Babylonian prince shall subdue Elam, 
a kit^dom on the river Ulai, to the east of the 
Tigris. 

But, as some account of the kings wbo prei 
ttded Cyras will be given hereafter, it may b* 
proper to speak of Persia, in this place, as th* 
second of the four great empires. 

The Per»an monarch s were not only abeohit* 
in their administration, but the obedience of 
their subjects resulted from the most enthnuasiiiX 
veneration ; and the homage they ctHistantly re^ 
ceived, was litde short of divine honours. NoM 
wtTc permitted to enter the royal palace without 
egress penmeM0D^ nor to approach the seat of 
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majesty without prOBtrating themselTCS on the 
IfToutid. While they remained in the presence 
Uiey were i^Gged to hold their hands within 
their sleeves. A ceremony for the neglect of 
which, Mitreus and Antosaces were put to death, 
Hoder the reign of Cyrus the younger. The 
onbeunded respect paid to the kings of Persia bjr 
th«r vassals is instanced by Herodotus, vtbo 
says, that Xerxes being once in great danger by 
sea, many of his attendants strove who should 
first \cap overboard to lighten the vessel, and 
sacrifice themselves for the [H«servation of their • 
prince. They all, in fact, regarded the king's 
wrath as equally dreadful with the anger of the 
gods; and on the least intimation given by him 
would at any time become their own execu- 
tioners. 

The crown of Penua was hereditary, and 
generally bestowed on the eldest of the deceased 
king's le^timate children. When the reigning 
prince undertook a long journey, or any perilous 
expedition, he named the heir apparent previously 
to the conunencement of his march, that no 
contest might arise respecting the succesuon. 
The ceremony of coronation was performed by 
the priests, in the temple of the goddess of war 
at Pasargada ; where the new monarch used to 
clothe himself Vith the garment which Cyrus, 
the founder of the Persian empire, had won be- 
fore his elevation to the throne. Being thus at- 
tired, he ate some figs, with a small quantity of 
tUTpeniine, and drank a cuptiill of sour milk ; 
and the solemnity concluded with his receiving 
the tiara or crown from one of the grandees, in 
whosfe . femily that pren^alive was hereditary. 
The king's totb day vras always celebrated with 
C3 
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tUe utmost pomp and magiuftccjice ; and his 
death vas bewailed by shutting up the tribune 
of justice, and extinguishing those fires which 
were universally wDrahijqied as househald gods> 

The royal reudetice -was, according to tho 
seasons, seven months at Babylon, three at 
Sosa, and two at Ecbatan. But Persepolis, at 
lut, became the ordinary scat of the court> 
The king's palace was extremely magnificentt 
and furnished with utensils of inestimsAle value. 
The roofs and sides of the apartments -were eiw 
tirely covered with ivory, stiver, gold, or amben 
The throne was of fine gold, su{q>arted by 
four pillars, richly adtwned mdi predous stones* 
The royal bed was Hkewise of gtdd, and two 
Gofiers were placed by it, the cne conttuning fift 
thousand, and the other three thousand tatentsi 
Herodotus mentions a nne of gold, presented to 
Darius by Pytbius, a Lydian, ^ which the body 
and branches were enriched with jewels of great 
value, and the clusters of grapes, which hung 
over the king's head as he sat on the throno, 
were all composed of precious stones. Adjoin- 
ing the palace were five gardens, ]danted with 
the most beautifal trees and Sowers j and cx^ 
tensive parks, stocked with all kinds of game for 
the king's diversion. 

With respect to luxury, most of the Persian 
monarchs were so dissAved in pleasures, tiiat 
tbey minded little beside the gratilicaticHi cj 
their sensual appetites. They drank no vrater 
but that of the river Choaapes, which vros alyraya 
carried about with them in silver vessels ; no 
irine was brought to their tables but the Caly- 
bonian, made at Damascus, in Syria ; and no 
bread was set before them but vrl^ was baked 
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from tbe iritMt of Aeaoe, in pbry^pai Tbo 
nagDificcDce of thetr public fensta exct^ed (hat 
of ajmost every other Dation, and the moat coat> 
1^ rioudfl that could pos^Uy be procured from 
the suiToimding nations were con^Uuitly coUecU 
ed for the entertainment of their guests. Athe> 
nzua ioferms us, that among the pciBonere taken 
by Pvmenio at Damascus there were do fewer 
than two huadred and seventy-seven Eooke, of 
whom twenty-tune provided the dishes, teveo* 
teen ministcKd water, seventy took care of the 
wine, forty were eng^ed in the preparation of 
■wect mutment) and fifty-ux were employed in 
ptovii&iLg the gariands usually worn at Ihe Peru* 
an banquets. During the repast, the companir 
wne entertained with vocal and inatrumentfd 
music and three hundred women of the most 
melodioue voices coostandy attended to diveft 
dieir rt^al mister ia his hours of relaxatioik 
It was but seldom, however, that the king air 
Boitted any perscMv to his taUe except his consort 
and mother, as it was thought in some measure 
a degradation of ^ir majesty to appear subject 
to the same neceanties with tb^r guests. This 
auction 6f appearing above the level of other 
mortals also c<mfined them within the preciocia 
ftf their palaces, and debarred them from the 
pleaaurea i^teni^t on more, salubrious recrea- 
tions. Tully intbrms us, that the revenues of 
whole provinces wCre lavished on Cbe attire of 
dwir lavourite coltcubines, one city being com- 
pelled to supply them with oniamenta for their 
hiur, another for their necks, See And So- 
crates mentions an ambassador, who, being 
lent into Persia, spent a whole day before ha 
reached the bouttdarieH of a territory called Um 
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Queen's Heed Dress, and another day in trav^ 
ling through a country which was styled the 
Queen's Giidle. 

The lung's children, particularly the eldest, 
were committed, soon after their Mrth, to the 
care of certun eunuchs. At the age of seven 
years they were instructed in riding and hunt- 
ing ; and' at the age of fourteen they were pla- 
ced under the discipline of four learned tutors, 
the Brst of whom was to teach them prudence, 
the second justice, the third temperance, and 
the fourth fortitude. 

The king's ordinary guard consisted of hfteeR 
thousand men, who conatantiy attended his per- 
son, and were denominated the ldiig'» rdatioiUf 
and tea thousand choice horsemen, who attend- 
ed him in td\ his expeditions, and were called tm- 
tuortal^ These guards received no pay, but they 
ivere abundantly supplied with all the necessaries 
of life. 

The Persian kings frequentiy heard causes 
both criminal and civil ; and were generally very 
tender in respect of the administration of justice. 
After listening attentively to the merits of a 
cause, they took several days to reflect upon it, 
and 10 advise with their moat learned judges be- 
fore they pronounced sentence. When they sat 
on a trial of life and death, they considered, not 
only the crime of which the prisoner stood im- 
peached, but all the actions bf his life ; and ac- 
cordingly as hia crimes or virtues preponderate^ 
they condemned or acquitted him. 

The royal revenues of PerMa, according to 
Herodotus, amounted to somewhat more than 
sixteen millions ^rling : but this sum was, in 
later ages, greatly augmented by taxes drawn 
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fton Egypt, Syria, and Bcnral )irOTi>ce> at 



The a»»ent Persons arc sciid to have pod 
more partkolar regard to the edacation c^ tbeir 
dnldren than any other naticHi. A sob wu 
never adzaitted to the presence of bk lather till 
he had arrived M the ^e of fhe years, lest, if 
he shoatd die heforc that period, tua parent 
ought be too heavity afficted by hia loss. At 
ftre yews old, the chitdien of r^utable Peraiaiw 
vere aiWiated to the oare of learned mastav, 
frtw carefiilly hn{danced in their opening minda 
M >ver»on to every species of vice, ai>d allured 
tbem rather by example than precept to ttaa 
practice of all the moral Tirtaes. Every paieat 
had the power of life and death ev^ his owm 
children ; but the eiterdae oC tUa prerogatim 
wa> oidy allowaUe ibr capital trffencea, w ths 
i^Ktition of great crimes^ 

No nation was ever more ready to adopt 
femgn costwna than the Persjana. They had 
ao sooner vanquished the Medes than. they as* 
■umed their dress. After the subjugation of 
Egypt, they ua^ the £gypti«n armour ; and iB 
soon aa they became acquunted with the Gre^a^ 
they imitated them in the worst of vices. Thcjt 
were indulged, by their laws, with a {dorality ot 
wires, beside as many coBcutMnes as they co\dd 
GonvenieBtly uMintiuii : and a numerous ftto^trvf 
was regarded as the greatest blesdng whicb 
heaven itself conid bestow upon mortals. 

The punishments infficted upon oiminab 

woe variDtts. Those convicted of high treason 

were condenaied to hive the ri^t hand stmdB 

' oS, and then to sufier decapitatiOTi-^ sentoica 

vdtich Avtazeixes caoKd to be cxccutedcmtlM 
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dnd bodf o£ his brother Cyms ; aoA those wM 
had teraunated the existence of a fellow creatura 
hy poiaoa, vok pre«sed to death between two 
iargt Btoaes ; which punishment was infiicted 
upon a womBn called Gigis, for hanng canapired 
inth Puysatis to poison queen Statira. But 
the most severe punishment known in FeraiB 
was the inhuman oae of festening the culprit be* 
tween two boats in aucb a manner that he vna 
mable to move) though his head, hands, and 
feet, were left uncovered. Hia face, exposed to 
the rays of the sun, was smeared with hooe}', 
vhich invited innumerable swarms of fiiea and 
wa^te to torment him ; while the worms titat 
bred in tiis excrements devoured his entrails t 
ud the executioners compelled him, by thrusting 
•harp iron instraments into his eyes, to recdve 
Bouri^ment, for the express purpose (£ proloQ^i 
ing his excruciating agomesi Plutarch affirna>» 
that Mithridates, vrhom Arlaxerxes condenmed 
to this punishment for pretencUng to have killed 
his brother Cyrua, lived under this complicatioa 
oS torments seventeen days ; and that when tba 
i^iperaoost boat was taken off, at his death, his 
body exhibited a spectacle too shocking for de- 
Kription. 

The ccHitempt of riches frequently expressed 
by the ancioit PersiMis serves to show that thef 
YKK entire strangers to trade and commerce, 
BB objects of gun. Pre^ously to the conquest of- 
Lydia they had no money, nor any clothit^ 
biit the skins of beasts. But, after the reducticMi 
of Lyda, they seem to have applied themselves 
to trade and nav^tiMi, in order to barter such 
articlea as they could easily spare for those com- 
aiodities which their cotuitry wanted. Their 
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bamkig appeare to tore been very ioctm^demU* 
laH the time <^ Zoroaater, wbo is ihougfat to 
hKve flourished under the ragn of Darina 
Hfslaspes, and was the most faniouB jdiiloeoidtdr 
and m^hcmatfcian (^ the age in which he Uved. 

AncienUy, the Perwans were all tnuned ta 
italkaity cxerciBe, but more particularly to the 
me CFf the bow ; whence the bow of ^am it 
BHOitioned, by the pn^ihet Jeremiah, and the 
<]atver of Elam by Isaiah, as weapons p>ectrimp 
to this niOiMi. Their armour connstcd «f * 
tiara or head-piece of grtM strength and thii^ 
ness; a coat of mail, wrou^t in likeness «( 
•c^es, and erobelUsbed widi sleeves of vaiiooa 
orfoara, and a wicker shield or target. Ovot 
this they wore great coats tf parpte ; but the 
tdng's was white, by which he was known, and 
frequently singled out by the enemy. It iras uo- 
cDonted disreputEible among the grandees«f thia 
fiation to appear in pubhc but oa horseback t 
hence the Persians strove to emulate each other 
in the richness of their caparisons, their very 
horses, as Dionysius expresses it, champing the 
purest gold : and they sometimes entered the 
field of battle in ^tlendid chariots, drawn by 
four, six, or even eight horses. 

The magnificence of their expeditions may be 
learned from Herodotus, who gives the following 
description of the march of Xerxes's army. 
■" The baggage, carried by servants, on beasts 
of burden, appeared in front, and was followed 
by a body of troops, consisting of men of all 
nations miscellaneously arranged ; next advance^ 
4 thousand horsemen, and the like number of 
qtearmen, with their spears pointing downward, 
preceding ten beautitul horses, caparisoned with 
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After Mm^ »vat :di» c^iat tA Jupiter, draifS 
Jl^. -edghti wblte bwse% « GOWl«Kt«r on Km* 
folding t^ I reinff The kine tmiwetfate^ -Stlk- 
JkMMd'in-KiihmQt^dnwn b^r.Niwaii* boneMr Mid 
attanded by« thamsaad c h ai ic n lyoontP. After 
these came a body' of eaealry, coButtivg. «(--• 
tboiManri 4h<MeP PcraiaBs, ud tbey. were fbJr 
lowed by ten tbouflaod Peraiss £»(, of wtaM 
«efl- tbousBkd ware anKcd with jave)Hi% cH^at 
Jiafced with pomegnBatM of gild ; -and nine 
4iioiiMiid had ponngrBiiatea of ttlver* The rest 
«f Ae &BC» tbco admaexd proBBMCuaualy, aad 
uriOMd tbe graBd-praceuioD." . 

When l£er downed to make war upon any 
nation, tboy «c«it - hetvlds to demand of then 
earth BMd wuar, ther^iy commatiding them- to 
.adaimvtedge the king of Pereia as tovereiga 
iord «f their country. - In time of actien, the 
Jcii^ animated his forces by bis presence andn- 
^nrUtians ; and the nj:n^ which was ^ves by 
WMBd of tran^cte, was always foUowed by m 
■umTW^aL sfaoat of the army. Those who died 
«B-the fidd were accounted peculiariy h^^-^ 
•sd-Bucfa as abftndoned their potts, or evinccid a 
cowardly disposition, were condemned to e#- 
«tD|ilary punishments. They never fought in 
the nVg^t, muched before sun-rise, nor used tnf 
Mcatagcna independent of their own vak>vir ; 
^»hence Ammianua Marcellinus observes, " they 
deemed it base and un&ir to steal a victory." ' 

PpcTiottsly to their taking the field, the force* 
passed in review before the king or commander 
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la&^X, cadinumtimnriagan srMiw ibid a bos- 
ket. Tbew were sealed up with the royid ugnet 
till the end of the cttnptHgO, when the soldtien 
■gain passed muateri erec? oae.taluBg an amnf 
oat <tf the same basket. The mnainilig arrowa 
were then counted ; utd dn» the Peniana asceN 
tained the nuinbw of their dead. 

With respect ta their religwi, the Peniana 
are siippoied to have bees «rigiDall7 inatiucted in 
the mnhip erf the true God by theSr progenitor 
Etam ; and to hare been recovered from certain 
iieretical opiDioDa by the patriarch Al»aham, 
in whoae time the oriental nations were ovei^ 
powered irith a fithe reli^on, commonly 
known by the name of Zabiiam. I^ however, 
this was the pase, a second corn^itioa must 
have ensued, and »^aged the pei^iie in auper- 
atitious acta ef reverence to the cekstial bodies, 
and in other practices incompatible with the true 
&itli. 

The Bfdendor of their religiOB, however, was 
(KTcr so &r obscured as- td admit any degtce ef 
comparison between it and the worship of the 
neighbouring heathen nations, for while thfef 
abandoned theaaselves to the most absurd idola- 
try, and multiplied their representatioos of na- 
meiDUB dailies, the Peruana zealo^y adored 
one all-wiqe and opanipotent God, whom they 
bekl to he infinite and ommi»«seni : so Uiatthey 
abhorred the idea of representing him by ima- 
ges, orof drcumscribii^ his presence within the 
narrow bounds of temples. The worship o[ Ve- 
nua was indeed introduced in the decline of the 
aouent Persian empire, but it was boldly repn>- 
bated by the magi, who remained firm to this ap- 
tide of their creed, " There is one God ;" a 

Vol. VIII. D 
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The gne&teat rdigioss objection to ■vAxh the 
Peiwanfl have v^dercd theiiiselv«a fiiUe, remliM 
tram ihtnr venenticm of the siui^md of £re'; ami 
iitan those aymboHcid njffssentttlbnst oalkd Btt^ 
thriac figures, which sdanxnd cenaincKMs, sAw 
tiie time of the icamed ZotwiaWri Cnt, from 
the enquines aiHl r c at c Mn rf iosof TRriotu ivipmM 
and Utemy m«Bt it n[^teak« that eson thaac 
- xhitigs vere fomiuiy iiHst<eiM<asente(k As to 
:tiieir peculiar respect fcp the ssn, itjs founded <a 
4)eir belief that he is the nobieit oreatOKof tbc 
'Altnightjr, and the immediate^ seat or thraae«f 
the Holy One ; and with reganl to their tcbm^ 
tion for the elemNit ot fiM, Xhey avow ChM tli^ 
tiave chosen it as the purest' symbol of Ac B^ 
Viae Nature. A declanriirai which must -gaia 
vome degree of credit, if we take a i«Ut>spactitc 
Ticw of various events and customs in the jbouA 
iuMory, such as the revehttion of God to Moses 
iritht itiniing huA f *he pillar of jSre wbicb'jHMt- 
-ceded the IsKditish host in their remontl fraia 
£gypt ; and the ntver dymg_fire that was^keptm 
the f^tar of burnt oHerings at Jeruialem. As te 
the figures of the sun, the planets, and other 
heavetily bo<ties which ornamented some^f tixir 
retreats, Aey served only as maitheniatieal %jm^ 
boU for preserving the tme system of theuoi- 
Terse among the Persians, thoi^h they were af- 
terwards introduced into other nationG as objects 
■of idolatrous worship.- 

Though fire was deemed the symbol of div^ 
-nlty among the Persians, the other elements we« 
also highly hoDoured by them ; insomuch Aat 
4hey BuiTcred the bodies of their deceascdfiien^ 
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anud polkiting tbc eariA or infbctii^ ^ gir t 
■nd they uBivcrsoUy bebevcd, timt whoever wil- 
fgtty poUttted vMVy witb the bonea of dead 
amtUK* or otber afaowioBtlonBir dMerved piK 
BiriinwDt ctf the meat dreediul kind both in thia- 
voM and in. die next, 'i'hia ttfiacktneot to 
puritf, and etMBC.ial regpud to >«atety seema ju^ 
tified bjr tlie Ituwiac pmepts for raiponl purifi- 
t^imt, wbA bf the gnat adTontage of preKrving 
etsaaBnoss in a diiBMc so hcd as that of Persia. 
' Their priests, vtio ham heea branded, by th» 
^ejudiced ornuainSormed, with the name t^Jlrt 
firitaUy were io rea^y entitled to the appellatioa 
of pfietu <^' the Jkaigitpyior they read every day 
SertaiB pt^itic prayera, and pei^niked other tA- 
«erdotBl officcst excluMve of tbeis attention to 
Ac sacred fire. They never coo&Med their 
(rffences to any bul the Moat High, nor besought 
» remisKon t^ then friHa any esicefit bim,though 
tlwy inclined to perfom thoae devotional acts 
beiore fire or befiwe the bud, as a syrabcd of tlie 
Deity, and a witness of their actions. In like 
Ruioner the Inaelites confessed their una to God 
in the temple while ihs saQ:ed fire flamed. on 
Hwir altar ; ao Otat the religious pmctice of the 
Persians seems to have been in a. great measure 
&ee from idolatry, though it was strongly 
tiDebwed with- superstition. 

in the most aacient times the Pcraiana were 
destitute of tenvples, but erected altars for tbe 
preservation of their sacred fires, on the tops of 
■wuntauta, and other sotilary places. At length 
, ZaKMUrtsr pwsuaded thdOi &>r the sithe of coave« 
tnance, h> build over each, a pyreum or fire- 
tempjc This, hovcver, bad do relatisa' ts. 
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better testify their t««pect in the tqiea air { 
neither did it militate against tbeir &vt»irit» 
prinuple, that the Lord of the wuvene ahould 
Hot be encloeed vithin walla ; fiv the Pyrea vsc 
MM deaigned to circunucribe what they esteemed 
an iwtagt of the Deity, bnt only the m/mdal of hit 
purity, OF the Jtadxm of his natare. 
' Tb« Persians faa?e a regular clergy, aiulara- 
extreniely zealous in asserting an muntemqtted- 
nicceaaion of persons instnioted in thdr Bacred 
mysteries, frmn the time of Zoroaster to the{»«- 
sent period. Their oi^nary priests Ire conk- 
p^cd to live Bcoording to certain rulest mucji 
stvet«r than those given to the laity ; thejiigh 
priests are under still greater ob^gaticois ; uid 
4rfl of them are bound lo discho^ their aacer> 
dotal offices with the utmost punctnali^ db4- 
devaiioD> 

Their public wtH-ship has retained its purity- 
^maay agea^andis thus performed* Wheo 
Ifae people assemble in the pyrcum or fire-temple, 
where the' sacred fire is ke^t peipetually bunir 
iag upon an altar, the priest puts on a whita 
habit, and a raltre, with a gauze or cloth passing 
before liis mouth, to prevent his breathing on tbe 
sacred elemenu He then repeats certain prayera ' 
out of the liturgy, in a whinnering tone, holding 
in his left hand s<Hne smalt twigs of a sacred 
■ tree, which, at the termination <^ the sernce, are 
thrown into the fire. On" these occasions all 
who are present ofier up their prayers to God fiv 
such things as they stand in need of; and whea 
prayers are finished, Ac priest and c<mgrega- 
tion withdraw with erery posuble token of 
Mspect. Amca^ the modem Persians, bowever} 
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ibttilHilliatiaii* istrntammlj givtn, ta pnviBit 
ttie pe^e frets blKagtate idalaby, by awignin^ 
tfw nSBona whf timy woniup their Creator be- 
toK the eleiBent «f fire, uu) why they connder 
UietnBetves bound to tre«rit wUh reTerence. 
' ' When tbe chlMren of the feniaab are iratiMcd 
into their rejigmn) they send for a ptieKt, ii4io 
cakulateB the chttd's luiivity, and asks whA 
name is ta be given ib Th'u being tft<e«d on 
by the fikthet-u)d«tha''imaei«IM)oa8, die print 
telbit te the mathu', uidtheoeremonyeDtU, ae 
that time, with btr repedtkm €f thi& name. The 
child is afterwud dtnied to the pyreum, when 
dte priest poura airine water inte its mouth irom 
the rind of 2 holy tree, beseeching God to 
cleftBse the tetider icfiuit from whatever impuri- 
ties it jiiay have received fknn its papents. At 
swmyeanof a^ the-child is confirmed by tbo 
prieoti and ioatrticted in the first |mnc^les of hia 
PciigMHu When he ts w«U ac<{u^itcd \nib the 
amelesof his&khj ht Is pentutted to pray, for 
thefirsttfme, befene tbeucredAM;^er wtaeh 
prayer he reoeiras a dnugbt <^ water and a 
pomegranate kaf from hia quritnal tutw ; who 

* The feiho.rtation here allnded to-h genersHv given in . 
thnewonla: ■■ Forasmuck ufire watdeliTeTed to ZorootcTi 
|>f tko ^Biighcy, at llie ifiabDl-ci his aujuty, it U nqu^ 
■te that we (bould eiteem itholf, and iWud it as ao ema- 
nation from the fouotuD oF lieiit ; and that we love all 
things which retcnible it, ejpeciallj the sun and moon, the 
tWb great nithe«ei arooil, which thaali remind ua of hi* 
pamiiratf. ijet -us, thbrefcM, widiMU - mpentiiitn^ 
keep the cnmmuid ginai to m, alvaf • pruuDg God fw 
ike great utility or thia demcDt ; aod beKCc^ing him to 
jqake ua peipetualljr tnindful of oar dut;. toward him, 
vkich b as otcetiary to the health and felicity of the soul, 
u tight aad fire arc to the ea*« iod weliare of the body.'' ' 
D » 
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also causes him b> wash his body widi cletm 
imtcr, and to put on a linen cassock next his 
Stiin, which descends below the waist, asd is gitt 
with a girdle of camel's hair, woven by the 
priest's own hand. After these ceiernonies, the 
priest pronounces a solemn bles^ng, admonish^ 
him lo bea tjue Persee all the days of his life, 
fthd wams' him against idolatry and diaobedioice 
to the precepts of Zoroaster. 

The marrii^es of the Perritms are, by a very 
intelligent author, said to be of five sorts, viz. 
those of children in their mmority ; of widowers 
with a second mfc ; <rf such persons as enter 
mto the connubld state by thnr own chmce ; of 
those who, being recently adt^ted, arc gwen in 
marriage by the pereoti who is desirous of leav- 
ing them his ptoperty; and (^ 'thftdrad,*^ which 
lust ceremony is occasioned by an ofKnion com- 
monly entertained, that manied peof^ tvn pe- 
CQfiarly happy in a future state. The ceremo- 
l)ies made use of at Aeir marriages ere very 
singular, but have nothing iH them either inde- 
licate or irrational. The parties dengning to 
contract the nuptial engagement are seated toge- 
ther on a bed aix>ut midnight ; opposite to them 
stand two priests, holding rice m thnr hands, 
to intimate the fruitfiilness they wish to result 
(rem the union ; and on each hand of the priests, 
stand the relations of the bride and bridegroom. 
These arrangements being made, the bride* 
groom's priest lays his fore miger on the woman's 
£>rehead, anA ^ys, " Wilt thou have this man 
toTw' thy wedded husband?" The woman aa- 

* When a ytAjtig perum diei in celibacy, they tiire cat 
to ben' a. Tied to him iibcr, which ceielnvny it pcrTormed 
■ooD after the funenL 
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-«entil^> her print hya hta Bd^t aa tbe nun's 
forehead, and demandsi " Wilt thoa bftvc thia 
woman to be tbf wedded irife i" This bemg m>- 
Bwered in ths afiirBulm) tlie partieajcuihBnda; 
tbe man promising' Co proridc her m suitable 
nuuMenance, and the wwnon ackaovledging 
Ibat fill she posBeases is hit. The priests then 
Matt^nceofertbem, beseeching God that Ibcf 
may be Uest with man^ sms and daughtera i 
thtU they may live in mnntemipted faarrooajr, 
and anive at a venerable age in posaeaaion t^ all 
the joys of wedock. The cxKsntoay being coo* 
duded, the woman's relations pay the dowryi 
and a festival of eight days is kept m honour uf 
the marriage* 

When a Pemaa is mi his death bed, a priest 
is always s^nt for, who, dmwmg near the Mck 
peraon, prayeth to this effect i " O AbnigfalT 
I«rd, thou itast cominaneled we should not o& 
fend thee, but thia man hath of&oded ; thou 
,)»st ordt^ned that we should do good, yet tUs 
saan baA done eVil ; thou hast required we 
should duly wor^p thee, which, however, Ihia 
man hath ne^ected. Now, O merciful Godi 
St Ifae hour of dissolutioiii pardon his ofTences, 
hia crimes and his omiaaioos,. and receive bim 
to thyself" When the immoral spirit hath 
departed, the Corpse is laid oa an iron bier, and 
caitied witti the utmost solemnity to a round 
tower ; on the top of which the dead are ex- 
posed to be devoured by the fowls of the air, 
for a reason already given. The body being 
laid in the customary manner, the priest per- 
forms the funeral service, which concltides with 
these words : " This our brother, while- he liv- 
«d, consisted of the fbuf dements ; now he is 
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(bnd, Iet'eath'tak«h^ amtt eaitb touith)<«iv 
ta {ui> vntet to 'w&tePt and fipe to fire*" They 
iimgnie tbt spxit ttandeK fer thrM (kyt after 
its depRrtuie fram tlie ho^, Hltd is, duriim that 
time, pursued hj. Uie denl, dU it reachea tbor 
ncred fircj iriiidi be is unffak to ^qwaAob* 
They Auvfine pr^ inCeasantl}' for the'soulaC 
thnr deceaBcd fiiend till the feuith da^ wbettf 
■uppoaing his fiite ta-be decided, thef dOM these 
cerennnies vith' a great feast. 

With respect to the r^mof the Perslairmo* 
narchs, litHecm be asseited ^widi canfidenoe be. 
Ibre die time of Cyrus, whom we havf dreadji 
noticed at die founder of the esn|i«rtt. The firM 
king of Eiam mentioned in Scripture isCbedoTt 
taoinerj M«3 exteftded his eonqftesits over Aasny 
of the Asiatic provinces, end held the kiit^ of 
aoAotn, Gomorrah) Bela, Admah, and Zebeinif 
in sofajecljen for the sp»« of twelrt years, lii 
the thirteenth year they made an «fibpt toward 
tbe recovery of their lihert)' ^ bittChedoriaonae^ 
in concert with Ariodb, king of EHasar, Am»> 
phel, jcing of Sliinar, and TiiM, king of nations, 
marched afcunat the teTolteis, defeated th^ 
STRiy,. killed the kings oTSodixn and Gomorrah^ 
and returned towards HJnni, loaded with the 
spoils of theTanqui^ed nations. The patriarch 
Abraham, howerer^ hearing tlMt .his kiasman 
Lot was taken priadnenm tMs occasion, purbued 
the conquerors to- Den, put thcBi (o fltghlj and 
returned tHumphant with hts' nephew and aS hn 
fonily. By tlus defeat Chedorlaomer tost the 
sovereignty of the PentapoUs, but retained hii 
other conquesta, which seem to have been ?ery 
coeuderBfate. 
- Eitun this peridd to the reign of Cyms, tht 
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ftiMa7- of BiB ta-PeflM k doudei vith ActioiN 
and Bflsrds bat Uttk instioctioB or entNtUBiaenV 
M DOtluDg can be iffinnad with any prabability 
•f tnith, extxf*. dtat tbc Etamitn were ■ goeaS 
■nd pov^rfid nation ; that th«y wen, in oil pnt* 
b^KUtf) conquered by the AMyiiani ; and that* 
Ob the recovery of their Ubeny, tbcy were go- 
vftntd by princes of their own naiigii, till the 
Hxth year U Nebut^adnezaari .wlieo they. were. 
again subdued by that great warrior and his ally 
Cyaxues> 

The only great fiunily fixind upon record bt;- 
fore ttus second conquest, is that of Achzmencs, 
wbich nnnt in^qaitftUy have been very consfM^ 
ettouB, since Xerxes, at ibe height of bis glory^ 
was proud to derixB his ped^;>ee iitua thence^ 
But. as nothing occur* even raqtecting Acb»^ 
meoes that can be d^iended on> we ahsU hasten 
tB the reign of a pnnce wbose name is equally 
famous in sacred and pro&ne histcvy. 
^ Q Cyna, deservedly styled the Greats 
jy^' (both on account of his extensive coa^ 
quests and his restoration cf die captive 
Hebrews) was the son of Can^yses, a Persian 
gtandee, and of Maodane, daughter of Astya- 
gcs, king of the Medes. He was bom a year 
after his uncle Cyaxares, and passed the fint. 
twelve yean ctf his life in Perwa, . where be was 
inured to haiddups snd such exercises as ought 
capacitattfaim to bear the fatigues and tmlaof 
waiw When be. was twelve yean old, he was 
taken to hia gisndfatber Astyages, and, in cMi-. 
sequence of his obliging and anuabie disposition, 
be soon became an object of i^"*' "■'■«■ to the 
leading nien of Media* . 

. Wbeahehidattainedtlwag*«fBtxtecnycu% 
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k» &PK entCMi^ *He ftatoe:<£ mat, and: gmx 
aome extnkotdiiBiy prDob of Usbnvetyand ex> 
oeHent ccaiduct. Next year^ ha.retmed toUk 
&dier inPenHL, aod reaKuned there ti)l he va» 
called, in the fortieth year; of his t^, to tbs 
atustaoce of his uncle Cytxartui 
■ Astyages, king of Media, left the crown) at 
Us decease, to hiK sen Cyaxarea, as has alreadjr 
appeared in the prccedins histnry. Bat tjui 
I«<iiice had no sooner assuaied the ^wreniiueD^ 
than he was in&rmed that the king o£ Baby lea 
had pn^ected an in'rasion of Media ; that be had 
alreaily eng^ed.the asuetance c£ Crceeus, kin^ 
«f L^dta, andBeveralothu ponces; and that hv 
had sent an^iasaaddrs intw Cario, Vhry^, C^ap* 
Mdocia, CiKcia, aad Paphlkgpmia,/ U> ^r up^bv 
wviend pvovisces of thosa aniDtiiea a^nat the 
Mwfas and.pepuatu. Cywnrcs, theteferer cal< 
led hia .nephew to hia aamatanoe, and upon his 
arrive with Uiirty thouaand Peniana, appointK 
•ft iiim ^gmenluaiino both <£ tbc Medea aad 



n p The pOTverful alhance Ibnned at this 
jj^ ' timo agaiiist the M^ea induced the Ung; 
of' ArniesM to withhold hia uiual tribute, 
md to refuse the (]uota- of auxiliariea which to 
I»d hitberto been obliged to fumisli in tune of 
war. But as tlus might give a dangcraus [He* 
cedent toother dependent states, Cyrus resolved 
fo ouah the revolt with all pos^bie «^>editi<intf 
He aocording^ mazched mth a.chosen body of 
hone Xa Armenia, entered the country beGorer 
the inhabitaiNs had any intell^cnce of his do- 
mgn, aaipiiaed. the »oyal finally, and, heving- 
conqieUed the king to pa^ liis tribute, and sendl 
tlm Bsual tfjoOu if MiriSMiftj mtored him- to 

D.5,l:sdl.,GOOgle 



it OaBO^JiidntMMditriuncblMte. Aeiibnr 

Biifadiai ' 
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l»th adw look'tiM <Ud, knd MMicaoM;^** 
Ma gt g Li 'aea . t, «riuch pntrad Tepf unfDEtuBMe for 
4fae JMr^ksB ; te' NarigfiMc, jww of Bid>}d<A, 
ins kttett, and Cnenu, kiag ,af Lydia, «b* 
next asauraed the command of the .annj, hm 
•bfigiid to relive in ftir'ntmrnt rnnfiMirn in liii 
caaap, vhence be wu.drweunKct dsf b^ C^ni^ 
aCitbeiKttdiaf tiie H^racaoara*, jwbo IhadTcvaitaA 
to him «n the fkreceding nioht. The man «»• 
taatde juid :^laidid pan of the booty «u t» 
■mud iicr CyNsaiw, aad the pdsciiets were paib 
nlWd' lo depait to tlicir raapectne coantM% 
lupon deltaeriog up their artna, and prOBUHiij 
4»^£^t no-xnoK against the Pcikaih or tbcor 
allies ; but -afl the benes thiU wcac taken traia 
Ht biiHt ibr Cjirus, that he mig^t ibrm a bodf 
vf cavalty hf the Pervan army, which tbcy had 
Utherto gfcatly watited. 

. iLaboTDsoaTchod succeeded NeogfiMar on the 
AMse-cif Bat^km, but iw craeHies and oppres- 
aitma escitfld auch a aiHrit of ^content among 
4qs subjects, that two B^lonin ndilemen le- 
.T^ted, with their reepeotive pronncea, to Cynu^ 
, -who tlius obtmned an easy entrance into Aasy- 
-fia. i-oboroaoarchod eallied out againat Gv- 
idates, one of the Kvolted ndjlcs ; but the Peiv 
ahui ^incB A^ve him with great ^ughter t» 
Jus nwtn^lis, where he continued i^diile Cjtub 
lavaged &fe countcy without moleatatioo, and 
tsrmimtted abe «ampugn wkh the reductioD of 
xhseeibrU'^sacaon tlie feimtier.of JMedia. 
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Or Oe umdCT of LabonMowAod, ndtke 
aoccsaaa of Nabonadius, Cyras, and CftaMea, 
moived to ctujige their {4an ; anS, instead of 
contenting. themselveB witib rav^mg the etv- 
my'B coufttiT, ^ey deemed it ■driaaUc to coa^ 
■loy^ tfanr forces in the reductkin of towns and 
SMtresses, that they might distress the city of 
BabTkn by intercepting thur pttivisimB, and «t 
the unie time estend their dominion orer the 
adjacent territoTies. - 

In nmsequence of this determinfttion, Cfnis 
exerted himself so eSectually, that several cities 
were taken ; entire provinces were subjugated : 
■nd the slothfijl, luxurious Nabonadius himsetf 
WHS so Tiolently alarmed, that he quitted faia 
CApittl, with great paK of the royal treasureet 
and fled to Cns^us, king of Lydia ; by whose 
interest and asustance he formed a powerfid 
diuicK with the Egyptians, Greeks, Thmdaiis, 
W)d«ther nations rafthe Lesser Aua< 

These confederates, under the cMduct ai 
Crossus, assembled in the vidna|^ of the river 
Pactolus, and advaneed thotce to Thymbra, the 
place app«Mn«ed ' fen: the general rendezvous. 
Cyrus, in the mean time, angmented the num- 
ber of his farces - by new levies, and advanced 
gainst the enemy with one hundred and ninety- 
NX thousand tnM^M, besides three hundred armed 
chariots, several moving towers for the ctntv^- 
niency of the archers, and a oMisiderable num?- 
ber 1^ camels, each mounted by the AnlMan 
archers ; the one looking toward the head, and 
the other toward the hinder part of the animal. 
The forces of Crtssus, however, were twice as 
numerous as those of Cyrus, amountii^, in the 
whole, to four hundred and twenty thogsaiid 
men. 
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' J48- ^S^ of etu^b otber, Cronus, obMrrte^ 
how nunh' Us front exceeded that of his 
vf/poatfO, made the centre halt; and the two 
wii^ advance) with a design to inch^ CynH) 
■Bd comniencelhe attack on both sides at the 
•ame time. Thu motion, however, did not 
alarm the Persian, Who, seeing himaelf com- 
filetely hemmed in, ordered his troops to attack 
in flank the enemy's forces that were marching 
to fall upon his rear ; and, at the same moment, 
dmsed a squadron of camels to advance against 
tbe aMOiy*3 other wmg, which consisted chieflj' 
of caifahy. Crttsiis's army was now thrown 
kitodie utmrost disorder, as most of the horsei 
fttew th«r riders, and trod them under foot ; a 
dmmistancc which enabled Artageses, an of- 
ficer of great experience, to tmprore the advan- 
tage, by charging both the enemy's wings im- 
petuously at the head of a' body of horse, and 
commandhig the ch^iots, armed with scythes, to 
be driven fitriotialy among them. Both wings, 
bring, at last, put to flight, Cyrua ordered his 
&T0urite, Ahradates, to fall upon the centre with 
hrger chariots ; upon each of which was placed 
atowcteighteenortwenty feet high, containing 
twenty archers. The first ranks, consisting 
chiefly of Lydians, immediately gave way ; but 
the Egyptians, who composed the main strength 
of the army, defended themselves with their 
bucklers, and marched so close that it was im- 
possible for the chariots to penetrate their ranks. 
Hereupon a dreadfiil slaughter ensued: Ahrada- 
tes himself was killed ; most of his men were cut 
toiHeces, aftersi^alidng themselves in a very 
extraordinary maoner ; and the Egyptians, pur- 
Voi-VIIL E 
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suing their advantage, drove the I'enian infentry 
back t» their engines. Here, however, they en- 
countered a fresh shoirer of daits and javelins 
Irom the towen, and the Feruan rear, advancing 
Btvord in hand) compelled the spearmen and 
archers to return to the charge. Cynja now 
pnshed on the centre, and with his Fenian ca- 
valry attacked the Egyptian* in the rear; but 
they immediately faced about, and defiinded 
themselves with incredible bravery. The battle 
now became more bloody than ever, and Cyrua 
himself was in imminent danger ; for, hie horse 
being killed under him, he fell in the midst of 
his enemies, but was saved by his iiuthfiil Per- 
sians, who, alarmed at this accident, threw them- 
selves with irresistible violence upon those who 
surrounded him. At length, Cyrus, admiring 
the bravery of the Egyptians, offered them ho- 
nourable conditions ; and informed them, at the 
same Ume, that all their allies bad abandoned 
them. Upon this they surrendered their arms, 
and, having stipulated that they should not be 
compelled to fight against Crasus, from that 
time served the conqueror with the utmost fide- 
lity. 

The battle continued till night, when Cnesus 
retired with his troops to Sardis, and the auxi- 
fiaries hastened to their respective countries. 
Cyrus did not tlien think proper to pursue them, 
but next morning he advanced toward Sardis ; 
and, having overthrown a body oi Lydians, 
who obstinately disputed his passage, invested 
the city. On the following night he became 
master of the citadel, being conducted to it by a 
Persian slave, who had formerly lived in the 
service of the governor. Having thus obtained 
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poaaeasion, and finutd Uiat the Ly^ans had ui 
intention of reastiag, be issued out a proclama- 
tion, importing that all the inhf^tanta abould 
be secured from molestatioD, provided they 
brought him all their gold and »lver. Thu 
proposal was cheerfully embraced ; and Crtesos 
himself who was taken captive, set them m 
exmaple) by voluntarily g^vmg up his immenae 
treasures to the conqueror. Cyrus, compassion- 
ating his royal prisoner's misfortune, and ad- 
miring his equanimity, under such aiBjctive cir- 
cumstances) treated him with great clemency j 
wfEered him to enjoy the regal title and autho- 
rity, under the sole restriction of not having 
power to make war ; and, from that time, took 
him with bim as a companioa in all his espedi- 
tions> 

^ Cyrus ha^i^ thus effected the subjugation of 
Lydia, remained in the Lesser Asa till he had 
cotufiiered all the nations which inhabited that 
extensive untinent, from the ^Ggean sea to the 
Euphrates. He then carried his victorious arms 
into Syria and AralHa, and, having laid those na- 
tions likewise under tribute, he marched toward* 
Babylon ; the reduction of which, afler a siege 
of two years, put an end to the Babylonian em- 
pire, and accomplished the predictioDs which 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel, had uttered against 
that proud metropolis. 

X^pon the death of Nabonadius, Cynis visited 
his parents in Persia, and, after a short stay 
there, went back to Babylon with his uncle 
Cyaxarcs, or Darius the Mede, who is said, in 
Scripture, to have taken the kingdom, as has 
been already noticed in the history of the Medcs. 
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On their ani^, they^ concHted the lettlemimt 
of the whcde en^re, and bestowed the govern* 
meats of the new provinces oa such of hb sub- 
jects as had merited a reward by their conduct 
in the war. Cyrus then distributed a suitable 
Diunber of his forces into ganisonS) for the de- 
limce of the empire, and with the remainder re- 
duced the other nations as far as the Red Sea 
and the confines of EthioiHa. 

g „ About two years after the reduction (tf 

,',. ' Babylon, Cyaxares died, and left the 
whole government of the empire to his 
nephew, who at this time puUished tiie famous 
edtct by wlucb the Jews were permitted to return 
to thdr native country, and restored all the t«»- 
sels which Nebuchadnezzar had brought fhnn Je- 
rusalem, and deposited in the temple of Baal. 

Having spent seven years in the most enviable 
ttste of tranquillity, and establi&hed his unpi}« 
with such consummate wisdom, tliat, upon the 
strength ef his foundation, it stood above two 
hundred j^ears, notwithstanding the radmessAttd 
impohtic measures of his successors, Cyras died* 
in the seventieth year ef his age, equally belov- 
ed and regretted by all the nations that acknow* 
leiged his dominion. He had rdgned, from his 
&rt( acceptii^ the command of the Median and 
Peruan -armieB, thirty years ; from the con- 
quest of Babylon, nine ; and, from the death of 
kis uncle Cyaxares, seven years. Xcnophonob- 
serras, that he was buried at Pasargada, and that 
lus nuHiument mas to be seen in the time of 
Al^under the Great. 

Camhyaes, the son and successor of Cyras, 
had wavceljr a^cendsd Uie tkixiae, when he rc- 



:sdi.,Google 



Mdved npra a war with tbc Egyptians : but Ibis 
«xpeditioi), witK the success tiiat attended it, lias 
been already noticed in the history of E^pL 

Soaa after the termination of the t^yptian 
war, he projected three different expeditions ; the 
first af^nat the Carthagitiians, the second against 
the AmmonianB, and the third against the Ethio- 
pians : the first of these, however, was laid aside, 
aa the Phnmcians, whose aid was essentiallf 
requisite to the prosecution of that war, posi- 
tively reiiised to assist him in his deugn upon 
the CulhaginiiinB. But his mind being set on 
the other two, he sent persons to Ethiopia, who» 
under the specious character of ambassadora, 
were to act as spies, and procure the most accu- 
rate itrtelligence concerning the strength and 
pc^tical situation of the country. On their ar- 
rival in Ethiopia, they were treated with great 
contempt by the inhabitants, wiio were well ap- 
prized of their true business : boweTer, the king, 
in retmn for their presents, sent his own bow to 
Cambyaes, by the ambassadMV, whom he ad- 
^resenl in the blowing words : " It is not from, 
any deure of cultivating my fnendship that the 
fung (rf Per^ sent you with these presents ; 
neither have you spoken truth, but are come 
into my dominions as s[nes. If your sovereign 
were an honest man, he would neither desire 
more than his own, nor attempt to enslave a 
peoi^e who have never injured him : however, 
give him this bow from me, and let him know 
that the king of Etbic^ advises bim to make 
war upon Uie Ethiopians, when the Penians 
stiall be able thus ataiy to bend so strong a 
bow ; and, in the mean time, let him thank the 
gods that they have never in^ired the Etbio- 
E 3 
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fiana with a denrc of extending their p9irar 
beyond the limits of thar.own country." 
a^ P Cambyses, on the receipt of this map 
jXf, nantmous but imprudent vaeate^t, de- 
notmced ven^ance aguiut the Ethio- 
pians, and comnumded tus army iinnaeittatdy to 
4)6911) their man^h, though they were uapravidaA 
;irith, any necessaiies for such ao «xpcdiliciiV 
■When he arrived at Thebes in the Upper E-gTft, 
■he sent a detachment of fifty thousand men 
against the Ammonians, tMdering them to rar 
.lage the whole country, and destroy the orade 
of Jitter Ammon ; while he, nith the remain- 
der of the troops, should jHoceed to Ethiopia. 
-He had not, however, marched one fifUi part «f 
.the way, before his {Kvviuons were entirely cm^ 
numed, and his men wNe reduced to the neceft* 
^ty of eating their beaits of burden. But t^se 
difiicultiea w«re too HWdl to stop Cambyses ia 
tis. mad career; so that die army were com- 
pelled to advance, till they were tHXi^bt to ioidi 
extremities as to be obliged to choose one man by 
lot out oS ten, to serve for food to his compa- 
nioDS. The king, however, umnoved by thii 
dfeadliil circumstance, sdll persisted in his mad 
design, till, being at length alarmed for his 
permaal safety, he retreated to Thebes ; after 
having sacrificed the Sower of his army to bis 
preposterous undertaking. As for the detach- 
ment sent against the Ammontans, they arrive^ 
by the help of their guide*, at the city of Oasis, 
Hven days march distant from Thebes ; but 
what was their fete afterward is uncertaki, for 
they never returned either to Egypt, or their 
own countjy. 
Cambyses, on his return to Thebes, caused «B 
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.*be nch tcMpla of dwt ■ipcniitHHU dtf to W 
fHUagedand bant b» the ground ; uid likcsviae 
carried away the fionous circle of gold trtudi 
■atGompaaMd tbe tomb <rf Jamg O^vundyas. 

Hkui^ satiated hta TcngcMtoe <a Tbebea, 
iCaad^aea-narehed back to Mafla|>bia, iHkk 1h 
daefaar^^ Ae Gm^ meiceaanea, «id aent 
Aoaa to tfaor TOBpactne coimtriea. On his at- 
sttf into thia dty, be vaa -aiokntly noenaod 
affuiut tke inhalntaDta, wtunn he snppvaed to he 
M^mdng on acoouBt trf* hia unaucceislui expedk- 
iion, though they wete,in raaUty, hoWng agnaft 
iiati^ on the a^qiearanoe of their god Ap^ 
fJnder the intpKaaion of thia idea he seat for Uie 
«aagiitntes, conunanding tbetn to explain tlw 
cauae ot the public mirth ; but thnr anawon 
were so &r fiom appeaamg hia auger, that he 
immediately caused them to be put to deadk 
He then called tbe priests into bis pnaMKC, and, 
on thMF assuring him that it bad always been 
tbe custom to celebrate (be iq^earaDce of tbeir 
^od with every potable denooatration of joy, ba 
commaoded the object of their adoration to be 
favDUgfat before him ; but no sooner did be see 
a cali^ instead of a deity, than he flew into n 
violent passioD, wounded Apis in tbe diigh with 
bis dagger, commax>ded the pricBts to be seTeib- 
ly whqit for their stut»dity, and ordered his 
^^&ceTB to kill every Egyptian, without mercy, 
who riiouid be finnid celel»«ling the feast of 
Apis. 

This waobHi csn-dse of cttieltymmywasi^ 
garded by the Egyptians as tiie gi-eatest instance 
of imiMcty that was ever committed among men; 
and they affirm, that the sacrilegious prince was 
immctotely pumsbed nitfa the loss of his 
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hare justly entitled him to the appetlBtJ<A c 
lunatic. 

He bad a brother, by the lame &ther and mo 
ther, named Smerdis, to whom Cyrus left some 
onisiderable employments, and vho attended 
Cambyses on his Egyptian expedition ; but he 
being the only man in the army who cx)uld bend 
the bow wittun two fingers breadth which had 
been sent by the king of £thio[Ma, Cambyse» 
concaved such a jealousy of him, that he sent 
bim bac^ into Persia. After hia departure, the 
Ung dreamed that a messenger from Per»a 
told bim, Smerdis ^tas seated on the throne, and 
touched the heavens with hie bead ; in conse- 
quence of which Frexaspes, one of the king's 
confidents, was sent to put the innocent Smetw. 
dis to death. 

Soon after tlus transaction, Cambyses became 
enamoured of his youngest ^ter Meroe,- and 
was desirous to marry her ; but, being con- 
vinced of the novelty of his design, he sum- 
TOMied all the royal judges of the Per^an na^n 
before him, and demanded whether there was 
any law in existence which permitted a brother 
to espouse his aster. The judges, unwilling 
to authorize an incestuous union, and at the same 
time dreading the effects of thdr tyrant's anger, 
replied, that they knew of no law allowing a 
man to many his own sister, but they had a law 
which permitted the king of Persia to do what- 
ever he pleased. Upon this answer, he solemnly 
married her, and for some time behaved to her 
with the utmost affection ; but, on her once la- 
menting the hard destiny of her brother Smerdis, 
be stnick her with bis foot in so brutal a manner 
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Mthtew her into aprcnnture Mxhb-, iwUck o&- 
cawHKd her death- 
He also caused sereral of the Po-uan noble* 
men to be buiied kUtci and dail^ ucrifioed vamm 
•f tbem to his diabolical fury. He one day 
aiAcd Prexaspea, his <duef &Tourite, what opt' 
men the Peniam had of him, and what thc^ 
said c^ him in their private coaveraationa. Prev 
uipta rapited, they highly applauded his actions 
kt^eneral) but thought him rather too partial 
to the jiuce of the grape. ** I uodentand youj" 
rejcuned Cambyses, " they suf^se that viae 
derives me of my understanduig ; hut whetba 
thu (qniuoD be well founded, youreelf shall da- 
termiae." Havii^ made this (diaervation, he 
began todri&k tO'amuch greater ezcets than he 
kacl«rerdsiiBh^ore ; theti ordering the son of 
Presaspes to stand upright at the fiirther end df 
Ibe room, with his left hand upon fais liead^ he 
aMreMed Prexaiqies diu> :— ." If I ahoot tbii 
arrow tlunugh your ami's heart, you must .ao 
knewledge that the Persiana have pandered xoe ; 
but, if 1 miss my 'aim, I shall readily allow they 
Iwve speken the truth." The barbarian had no 
sooner uttered these wordS) than be drew 
^ ^' his bsw, and shot the young man dead 
^'^' «nd<e spot. He then commanded the 
body to be opened, aiid,wi findiDgthat he had 
really pierced the ' hoart, he asked Prexaspes, is 
aninsuking tone, whether be badcver Men « 
Bum Bheet with a huhv steady hand ? and whe- 
ther the Penians bad not in}«Hed him, byaiscrt- 
iflg, Ibat mnea8ected>tHsreaMnf The wretched 
btiier, mere tenified at the idea of' his o«« 
daager, ^an goewd at the heftrt-ren^g spec- 
iMlehefoRhHB, MpUed, with «UthebM« aeo 
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viUtj of a parwte, " Apollo himadf could not 
have shot more dcsterouBly." 
- While C^mt^Bcs, was proceeding in Una Hi- 
rious manner, CraBUs, king of Lydia, took the 
lUierty to represent to him the ill coosequencea 
that might result from so tyrannical a goveiu- 
ment, and remonstrated bo warmly against the 
absunlity of hta conduct, that the tyrant imme- 
^tely issued out orders for his executiou. The 
cdlicers, however, who received this sangmnary 
commiBsLoD, ventured to conceal the devoted 
pnnce, upon the supposition that CambyseB 
nught Booo repent his ill-timed severity. Next 
day the king enqtured for Cnesus, and ^ipeared 
tranqM>rted vrith joy on findii^ that he was still 
alive ; but, at the same time, commanded all 
those persons who had saved him to be put t» 
death for their disobedience. 

la the bc^nning of the eighth year of thi* 
idg^ a nngidar revelation took [dace m tbs 
ftfTaire of Persia. Cambyses, at his departune 
from Susa, on the Eg^iptian expedition, had led 
the adnunistration of government in the hands 
of Pati^thes, one of the chief of the raag^ 
This man) being informed that Cambyses in- 
.dulged his tyrannical disposition to such a de- 
gree, that he daily became more inaopportable 
to his groaning subjects, resolved to [dace the 
diadem csi the head of his own brother, whose. 
features were remarkably umilar to tiiose of 
Smerdis, the son of Cyrus, and who bopc the 
same name as that imfbrtunate prince. This 
design was immediately put in execution ; Smer- 
dis the mag^ was placed on the throne, and 
heralds were dispatched, to notify his accea»oi<4 
tff all patls of the empire. The herald who wak 
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4ent to Egypt, finding Cambyses at Ecbatan, iir 
Syria, placed himself in the midat of the army, 
and txMly proctumed the orders of Patizathes. 
Cambyses, havmg strictly examined the herald, 
and receiTcd a poMtive assurance from Prexa*. 
pes, that the true Smerdis was dead, burst into 
tears at the recollectitn of his cruelty to an inno- 
cent btx>ther, and ordered his troops to march 
with a deugn of crushing the rebellion ; but a» 
he was mounting his horse, bis sword slipped out 
rf the scabbard, and wounded faim in the thigh. 
He theii asked the name of the city, and, on 
being told it was called Ecbaian," be exclaimed,' 
with a loud voice, " Fate has decreed that Cam- 
byses, the son of Cyrus, shall die in this place." 
Hereupon he assembled the chief nobles who 
kd attraded him in his expedition, and repre- 
srated to them the true state c^ tbecase, eameHily 
Ri^esting them to dethrone the impostor, who 
was of the nation of the Modes, and to confer 
Ae regal dignity on one of their own blood. 
But the Persians, supposing this languc^e to 
flow from confirmed malice, paid no attenti<»i 
to it ! and, on the death of Cambyses, which 
occurred a few days after, they voluntarily sub- 
nutted to the new monarch, supposing him to 
be the tnie Smerdis. 

The magi had no sooner taken upon 

J himself the administration of aflidre, than 

he granted to all his subjects an exemp- 

tfoQ from taxes and military service for three 

* Ckmbytn, {mine connltRt the oncte of Bntna in 
EgTpt, w»a told that Ee ihouid die »t Ecbatan, which he 
nmlmtaiiding for Ecbaian in Media, icioXiei to save hii 
life by avoiding thit place : but what he 90 caTEfulIf ihiin' 
■ed ia Medix, he unexpectedly found in Syria. 
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jttan, «adtrmtMttiM«-«iUt'n)dh eHMVndsiwp 
fc^i^ww *s cfibOyeJly ,c«DcUU»ted tte ' oteMA <d 
•Utbe AwIionatibDa ',. and, Oi'sectmhtnMlfHt 
the poaseHion of his new digoitjr, he nanied 
Atossftv* the jd^ugbter of $:7njv Ihinkhig. that* 
i£ a diacovery should takcidaCQi he imglitfetutt 
the empiK- by her title. Thfiae precAutiMi** bow< 
«Fer, onjy increased the 3UB|uci(Hi tiiat h« wm 
set the tnie Smerdis, uid hastened the developbi 
Bent of th^ impcHtant secret. 
. Among the other wives of fai» predeceBBOriy 
Sonenlis huj married Hiedynia^ the daughter of 
OUoea, a Per»ui BObleman of the iiret' rank-i 
Ounea, aa«iou3 to be satiafied. reacting th» 
kl^tity of Smerdis 's peraon, directed Phed^ma' 
to take an oppDrtunky, while the king, ww 
aileepk of feeling wheth« he had est« or not f 
for Cyr^ havii^ ibimerly oaased the ears* of 
^Hnerdis the nu^ to be cut' off for a niiade- 
meaoor, it might be eaMly ibnnd whetiier the- 
preaeat BOF«re%n, ww the Imither of CMnbyaeai' 
«f m impostor. Accmdingl}', Phedynm vcn- 
tiued to make the trial when called to the royal- 
bed) and* early next morning, ccMifihned her 
fitfhar's suspKtens, by afBnuing that Smerdia* 
twd no ears- This ducovery was immediately- 
imparted to Aspathines, andGobryos, twoPer*! 
BiMia- <^ great distinction, with their trus^ 
friends, Intaphemes, Hydarnes, and Megabyzus. 
In the moan time, DaHus, the sottof Hyeitaspei, 
artiviitg at Susui informed the coDS^rators tlut> 

' Atotsa had Wen iiuiricdrtoi:Cuit]t]rtts, wbahtnif, 
on the decuioa of (he royal judge*, espeUBed one of hi* 
■Uten, took to wife the other un ; and the magi, pre~, 
teading to be her brother, nunied her on the aanie foot-. 
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Smenfe) Ac son of (>rro9, \ras actually dead, 
uid therefore be had come for the expreaE puT' 
' pDee of killieg the usutper, suppoaing that no 
ooeiraa apprized of the imposturcbut himself; 
butt 00 being made privy to the resolution of the 
discontented mblea, he ^^uded their deitgn, 
asd cemeslly c«horted them to efect their pur- 
pose with aU pos^le expedition* 

Wlale these imUemen were concerting the 
plan of their intended vengeance, the two magi 
engaged' Prexaapes, hy splenctid promises, in 
tfaeir interest ; and compdlcd him to pnunise, up- 
on oath, that he would never reveal the fraud they 
had put upon the Penians. Having thus engag- 
ed his silence, they requested &rther, that he 
Would Bflcend a cettwn tower, and thence assure - 
&te Petwans, who should be assembled under the 
walls of th* palace, thsi \he throne was really SI- 
led by Smerdis, the son of Cyrus. This request 
being corniced with, the PerslBBs were conven~ 
«d at the appointed place, and Prexasprs mount- 
od the tower, to haraiigue the people ; but, after 
oxpalia^g on the numerous favoure the Persians 
hed Kc^ved fpom the glorious founderof their 
nnpire, he HUcerely declared all that had pas- 
sed ; asserting, that he had been compelled to 
put the bradier of Cambyses to death, and btow— t 
log that the person who now possessed the crown 
"Was Smerdis the mag^. He then implored for- 
giveoess of the gods and men for a crime he had' 
committed by compulsion ; and denouncing ma- 
ny imprecations against the Peruana, if they 
Should neglect to punish the usurper, he threw 
himseir headlong from the tower, and expired 
immediately- 
Vou VIIL F 
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' Baring the eoafbaDB("Oc<auMaed bf Aiamr 
gidaracadait, thecoMfanlorlfiMuefaed-.to &b 
yaiace, and, haviap ik^sd -flaaw oiwchli ndw 
t^nposed thcjB- pnint;e»-paB(STBtea.(tt tbe. T«nr> 
^Oftment When tbertwaMagi were.cMWltu^ 
apoti t^ KfUr oM^twuqKBr Perqeiving tjiur 
dutger, the cosdocA «f> a.b9V4 And^titMatbcr. 
ft javeSn, the we^nOs tttstcttmefinAi ID. Aiadt; 
to attack die cD»iKmtflra. jfowbQ had<ltbc.j»-' 
velin, 'Woonded Aspuhiaea in tfae.^tUgbp wit,' 
atruck oiit the e^ of InUphemea i , b»t. he, wo* 
soon orerpoweocdaiMl riuo' >Tbe:Qtban &idin|^ 
iasbawnf LitUe Me in cliMa capabM, . Wtit«d iat» 
a ropca af^oimng that where tbcT t(»lgbt) bat: 
waaaoliloaelrpuraQed, .tiwt I>ant|»|utdGQ^a9> 
ivshed 'wb> the aportmetit vUfaJjim) wd cutoff 
all poniM^ of eacapct iittKjtl»f lureing: aeia*. 
ed hint b^ hua &st in hia amu'i bHtnakma* 
quite du^'Daiio* vaa>at a lges.:bDv.tadirwtti 
his blow, letf be should kill his fiiend ia3tead.i(if 
the Ma^. At leogtb, howeperi he puti.^I.t&i 
tiie venture, ^y.tfae exhoitationB of Gcdn^aWjii 
and had tks good fortune to taii tbe tisiipeih: 
The cMmfmnatA, haying thus acooQl{>lished 
their dei^n^ cot off the beads of &b two. tni»-> 
then and exposed them to the populace, wb». 
were ao'violcaitl)' inceused against the sBpOBttaat' 
that thef immediately feU upon the vttots gect, 
and killed evCiy . Magi they met, till night came 
on, and put an end to the alfUighter. Tlie <lar 
on nhich this great ev&nt happened traa ever, 
alierwards celebrated by the Pei^ians )vitb,the. 
grea.test solenuutj'. ^ 

When the public tumults had subsided, a ochui> 
cil was held to determine on the future finrn- of 
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'goed is ftnonr o^wnutfthf. -The vfiiiikn of 
«>c>Un^ «>at after wAM lime, cnAnced 'b]r all 
i^mpeOfiiic«i irtitt told tbmir that iCiice they 

«»«4tMnMr4a« fRMuioBBto tliB gaVemnicBl, 
«n«tndhwb^tbM addwr te «ir bh -postpri^ 
dwald Jw^subjcct to a prnmr vUdi fae dthiMrad. 
ffM> nqMBt btingCMMd, lie inwnadiately i*- 
ttredt'Mid>taM'dH«ndidiU vttiaaHibtkr UtertTv 
'VMIata-ibB tiiM «f Ucndotua, Mngno briber 
«nt^ecttotheikln9tk>ii.airitsd their -own <xa- 



J, ^ Up(M tbb d^wttnrB-of -dua tMbleNUi; 
- jij. the ottMT'tiz imaalmoaaif'BgfMi^. that 
■ w b oa v ar -wM towatad wiQuhe regal dig- 
tBty,-«heidd, BfKyTeari- pmAit Otancs and hu 
posterity with a Medaafi mt, faec&iMa he bad 
l«i«i-4lM obleC wAhoc ti the reroluiioH, Thei^ 
taking the dectioD into cMtHderntiiHi, diejr 
■f^rocd to HMtiMstmanu^, en bonebackt at 
<n i^>pMiuad ptacaneax the cltf, aiutta tofcncmi. 
ledge Unif -vboae haoufint MiglRd, aa king of 
ttae^Beruaiis. <Ttd*phn'WB rediiocd to^execl»^ 
titm i and'Boinm tif a-iraU4iiited'atnitig«m(rf 
Ht -gKomit CMmm, obndntd tiw lovcreigntr. 
. Dariat, han^f cstabUahed luowelf an tbe 
Huotie, andmanwd'the two dnighteraofCy- 
Ms,'AbMaaiiidAi^(Di»i divided tbeeDtpuiri 



. DTeciUfhc, to bu miMcr • hone, at , 
fhe utMimcd ^lacc N«it nionuiig, when the Pcruant 
■■atiblcd, Duiua'* tone immediudy neighed, and ht* 
wmpetiton, dnmoumiaj, Mluied him Unj^ 
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inu tmeatj ntragies, or. goTcnunents, mA «pr 
p(uat«d a governor over each division, ordenng 
th^tn to pay an. aoDual tribute. Penia was ex- 
empted from tasatioD : the inhabitaota of Col- 
dusaiifl Ethiopia were only enjraned to make 
some presents ; and the Arabians to furnish 
such a quuitity of frankincense as wrs equali ia 
weight,,toa thousand talents. By this. establish- 
jnent, a yearly revenue of fourteen thousand five 
hundred and ^ty Euboic talents was brought 
into the' royal treasury, beside several sums of 
lt:ss consequence. The nobles, by whose valour 
.the Persian empire was rescued from the hands 
of an impostor, were now raised to the highest 
digtutjes; indul^d with the liberty of entermg 
the palace without beii% introduced; and ho- 
noured with several, other ample privileges : and, 
ever afterwaid, the Persian monarchs of. tlu* 
race had seven chief cbuDsellors privileged in tfae 
same miinner ; by whose advice all public affain 
were transacted. 

In the commencement of this reign, Inta- 
phemes, one of the conspirators, was put to 
death on tlie following occasion. Having gone 
to the palace, in order to coitfer with DariuS) ho 
attempted to enter in pursuance of his acknow- 
ledged privilege, but was stopped by the door? 
keeper and a messenger, under pretence that the 
Mng was IB company with one of his wives. In- 
tnphemes, not believing them, immediately drew 
his scimitar, cut olT their noses and ears, &stened 
their heads in a bridle, and so left them. Id this 
deplorable condition they presented themselves 
before the king, and explained the cause of their 
ill usage. Darius, suppo^g this attempt might 
have been contrived by the six conspirators, sent 
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fcf tfeefei one after another, afid deidaldiid yfbtp- 
i9ier they couM countenaiice so inhiiRfaii an tto- 
tim. B«t finding that In'KL)phemed Hone yn& 
guihy, he caused him to be «ized, and, at thi 
tame time, secured his &niity, lest they^ should 
ftiment a rebellion. During thdr confinement 
Hie wife of Intaphemes made such pitedns la- 
jheritations at the gates of the palace, that the 
King, compassionating her distress, granted her 
pnmisWn to liberate any one' of her relaliong; 
After Bdme hesntation, she selected her Tirothcn 
Darius a^ed her why she had so Kttle afiecfioil 
Ibr her husband and children, as to save her 
brtfther'B- life rather than theirs. The woman _ 
icadily answered, that she might probably have 
another hudwnd, and other children, if she were 
deprived of those she had ; but, her fether antf 
Inotherbdiig bodi dead, it was impossible that 
the loss of a brother should ever be repaired. 
The king was so well pleased with this repiyi 
that he not only gave her brother his liberty, but 
also pardoned her eldest son;- 

Shorty after this event, Darius issued out al 
flew e^ct for the rebuilding of the temple at 
Jcruaaieni, and enjoined his officers to see it du!^ 
executed; decreemg that Whosoever should at- 
tempt to alter the edict,' or to obstruct the Jewa^ 
ih the prosecufion of their work, should be pu- 
nished in the most exemplary manner. 

Scarcely had Darius entered the fifth year of 
Ms sovereignty, when he was compelled to lead 
an his forces against Babylon, which had thrown 
off her allegiance, and made preparations for 
sustaining a regular siege. The Babylonians, to 
prevent die consumption of their provisions, col- 
lected all their old men, women, and children, 
F 3 
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and Strang^ diem vithout dtstinctlon, only n» 
lerving one wife for each man, and a female ae^ 
Taiit, to attend the buatnesa of the house. Da- 
rios, having lain before the ctty a year and ei^t 
montiis, and being no less tired ^an his Ooopt 
with so tedious a siege, endeaTwned to effect 
)us design by various stratagems ; but they wera 
all rendered abortive, by the indefiuigabk vi^ 
lance of the Babylonians ; and he, at length, 
began to think of returning to Persia. At this 
juncture, however, Zo^iyrus, one of his diief 
commandere, put htm in possesion of -the place, 
by one of the most eztraordineuy contrivances 
that was ever related in hiatMy. Having cut 
off his own nose and ears, and mangled his body 
in a cruet manner with stripes, he Bedto the Ba- 
bylonians, feigning that he was thus inhtimanly 
treated by Darius, for advi»ng him ta raise the 
siege. The Babylcaiians immediately offered 
him the means of revenge, and gave him the 
command of some forces, with whom he sallied 
out, xnd Icitled ten thousand Persians, who wepe 
posted, by agreement, near the walls. By this, 
and some future successes, he acquired such cre- 
dit wi,th his employers, that the guard of the 
city was eventually committed tq his care, and 
he was thereby enabled to introduce the PerMans 
by the gates of Cissda and Belus ; while the Ba- 
bylonian forces were fiilly employed in deiendii^ 
their walls. 

Babylon being thus reduced a second time, 
the wails were lowered from two hundred cubits 
(o fifty ; and about three tbousand persons, who 
had been particularly active in the revolt, were 
impaled. The real were indulged with the royal 
pardon ; and, because the rebels had inhumanly. 
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destrajred Ibeir wevfUr Darina took ctre to Auk 
Dish tbem with vivcs from, tfae nelgfabouring pror 
Alices. Ab hr.Zopjn*, he wu iswardcd wkh 
Jthe highest hoaour^ th«t could be heiqied upan 
him during the remajadtr of hia life, aad i«> 
jceived the meet UBequiTOcal maxk» of aOcctka 
frcMB his grateful jHJoce, who frequcotlj' affirm* 
edi hd would ndher loac twenty Bol^ku thaa 
•ee ZopyruB so dia^iured* 
• ^ ^ Datius, having .'Kttled the affidra of 
. jj^' BabrloDtUDdertock an expedition ^aimt 
the ScyliuMia, on pretence oi rereng ip g 
the calamities vhic^ th^ peofde had brougjH up> 
oD Asia, about one hundred and twenty jreara be- 
fcre. He accordingly marched, with an tataj of 
■even hundred thousand men, to the Thracian 
fioaphorua, and having there paaaed oTer a bridge 
e£ boats,' aubdued all Thracc< He then proceed- 
ed to the Istei', or Danube, where he had ap- 
{KMuted his fleet to join him, ajtd paaaed over aoi- 
other bridge of boats into Scythia. The Scythi' 
ana met him on their fnmtier, but, conscious of 
his superior strength, they av<Hded an engine- 
ment, and retired before him, byiog waste the 
country, and filling up all the wells and springai 
till his army was quite C3thau&ted with tedious 
and &tiguing marches. Having, at last, resolv- 
ed oQ abandoning this wild enterprise, Darius 
caused a great number of fires to be lighted in 
the night ; and, leaving the old men and inva- 
bds in the camp, he ma^:Jicd with all possible ex- 
pettitioD to regain the pass of the river. 

The Scythians perceiving, next morning, that 
the enemy had decamped, dispatdied a body of 
fbrees to the Danube by a shorter road than waa 
known to Darius, and eamcatly requested the 
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lonilAfl, who 1tidl>eeff teft to guard -ftebrfj^ 
to out off l£«PttMU«i^tMK»t, Biid>etiie«i>'th«t 
btni couotrf .' Afiltiade^ {Hince of the Cheno- 
lMaeB<tf Thrace, oheeriuUjrcmbraoedtbe tq^KH^' 
Mnitf of Bhafcing off tbe~ PtWoaft 7c4e } nnd «II 
Ae' othei' ttimmwidefa abqidJis^ed, eitciipt Hys^ 
tifeUB, pnoceof hfiletui^ wtiorei»c9etitedtbthe 
loniaB gCDenUs.tbat their firivcte ittterai was ini' 
tinutdr cotinected widitkatrfDarina ; andtftna 
acuri^nbd HieM to 4ut for biis srrival. To 
screes' titctnBelres, however, from the raocnt- 
metit ef the 'Scj'dtoit, 'tiiey pnniused to accede 
tQ'didr request, imd MtiaSij began to break 
down the Mdge ; but, whUe &te' Scythians re* 
ttimed^rith the news ofthcir success, Darius re- 
[MfiBed' the Danube, and returned into Thrace^ 
M«ra hfe left Me^dtyniN, one of hia general^ to 
com^dete the conqoe'sta of the country ; whlH 
himsell^ with the rest of his troops, pl^^ed- thd 
BoBphOhiB, arid took up his quarters at SaTdiS. ' 
- Megabyzus, having effected the entire aub- 
jilgati«i' of Thrace, dispatched seven Perrfari 
noblemen to Amyhtas, king oT Macedon, re- 
quiring him to acknowledge the soveresgnty of 
Oariua, by the delivery of earth and watei^J 
Ainynias rea£Iy complied, and entertained diti 
messengers^ at: his palace,' with the utmost mag' 
nificence. At the end of the banquet, the Per- 
sians, bdng healed TOdi wine, desired Amyntai 
to bring in his wives, daughters, and concubines. 
Tins demand, though utterly inconsistent with 
the custom of thei:ountry, was readily granted. 
But the inebriated guests behaved so improperly 
on that occasion, that the prince of Macedon 
contrived to withdtaw his fiither and the females 
from the room, and caused a number of young- 
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rocot dressed in fcnule bsbiti, to enter innw- 
di&tel)'. These beii^ likewise insulted by the 
Persians, drew their poniards,, and .killed the 
ttoblemep, together with their auendantst Par- 
ticular enquit]' was made by Megabyzus icapeatr 
■ Jng his . mesaeugers ; but such care waa taken to 
ccHiceal the truth, that the whole business was 
efiectually stifled. 

The Sc);tbiaiis, about this.tiinei passed the 
Dsnube, to revenge the inraaioD of their coun- 
try. Ac(»rdingly, they ravaged all that pipt 
of Thrace which had submitted to the PeruanSf 
aa &r as the Hellesponi, and returned home, 
loaded with plunder. 
^ ^ Dajius having suffidcntly refreshed 
J09. hi3,arroy after the late unuiccessful «pe> 
dition, caused a fleet to be built at Ca»- 
pMyruS] a city on the river Indus, and cotQ- 
mi&aioned Scyl^x, a Grecian of Caryandia, to 
mak^ all public discoveries on both sides the 
liver, till he arrived at the Southern Ocean, aod 
then to steer hiscourse westward on his retun 
to Per^a. Scylax, having exactly observed tbe^ 
instrucdons, landed in Egypt on the thirtieth 
month from Us first setting out ; and soon after 
returned to Susa, where he gave the king a tar 
tis&ictory account of his observations. Darius 
hereupon entered India at the head of a power- 
ful army, and made that exten^ve covmtry the 
tweitfieth provinceof the Persian empire. 

Darius, after his return from the Scythian ex- 
pedidoQ, bad Mven his brother Artaphemes the 
government of Sardis, and appunted Otanes go, 
vemor of Thrace, and the adjacent countries on 
the sea-<poast, in the room of Megabyzus. A se- 
^Qdon hai^eupg soon afterward io Noxus, th^ 
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-cfilef 'inland' of tM CyCfede^ bi tKe JBgeas atf, 
'-tbe principal inhaMtants were (irctpowered' ^ 
•aw riowra, iA)d ariven' frtmi thWr baWtatibrifc 
-In this esttremity they ap{)lied to AristS^raJi, 
•fepiity governw of MUetua, intreatiftg him to 
■take BOHie measures for their rcEtoratifHi. Arii 
tagoras immediately cofnmunicated- the buaineaa 
to the governor of Sardis, reppesendng that this 
cj)^K)rtutil1^, if' property imprnvcd, would pqt 
-QiKrius in pOBie«w»] of Nasus ; fkcilitotc' the 
Jcobqiiest of £ubaA, and open a ttte passage 
inlo Greeeei Artaphemes was so forcibly struck 
■vith theae-id^ that, Having «btained the Xing^ 
jKmuaaion, he »ent two hundred ships to Miletus, 
under \he csommand of MegabateS) » nobleman 
of the Achemeruas fiunily. Btit ib diesenuon 
vruinj* between the genertils, Megabates n- 
▼enged Mmsetf «n'Anstagora% byinimnhig tUt 
Naxianis of the design that was fbrmingagainst 
their liberty. Herenpon they pre^r^ So vt 
gMooldy for thdr defence, that the Pereiani^ 
■iflerbeaie^g the chief lown of thb iidahdlfaur 
months, were compelled to retire. 'The project 
being thus lindered abortive, Megabates threw 
sU the blame upon the Ionian, end obtained such 
CTtdit with Artaphemes, that AriBtagoree fhti 
Gondemned to bear all the charges erf" the expe^ 
dtion. Aristagoras, cwisdous of his imridity 
to-pay so large a sum', and apprehennve that 
this un&rtunat^ aflkir would termihatc in his 
n^rruin, began to entertain thoughts of revolt- 
hig frwnhi8alfegiahce,astheonly expedientthat 
could pos^Iy extricate him from his embarrass* 
mfcnt. This' desigh was irmnediately uJnfintied 
b)'>a message from his undeHya^us, who, be* 
i^anxioasto quit the fenmn cotart, flattctvd' 
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UiokK if wr Atqitwicei afqae in knitf tlutt 

Puiiis woutdi.aeiHilumUutlKE tp^pcase ihevot. 
Aijs!Ug9<:as, tbecelbre nvepied lui iDteuiiotii t» 
the.^Bai^i^ mWwiipBg the lonians, and applied' 
Ubnsetf di^fciKlf-to'dl.ButniMTpf.prBpanUignt' 
% 9»U|ipfirtBi»t w owfcrtakiiig.. 

Kext y&tr, whQn bis ficheme wtu suSKiently- 
ct{ie for ex^C^tiWt he dlvcBted hioudf of his 
power at Miletus, and resigned it into tlie bandi, 
of the people ; nt the saine Ume rcin^ting theiq. 
in all their f(Mrmer piivilege*. He (hen pr^vai^, 
apon the other petty princes ~of Ionia todo,tl^ 
SMne i and) haying umted tWnall in cmecom— 
nnon league,: of which himself waa declared the 
head, (k openly revoltod fron Dariifs, and au^, 
i]aent«4 his p^^ppratioDs for carrying op the war^, 
both by .K» and land' Jn the ioltowing ^irifig;, 
})e went t(> I.4kc<d9tnion, hoping Ut eneitge that 
dty.in his Interest i fauti the king refufimg ta a£>, 
(bni him any jwccoiitb, he prpoepded fxt AthenSf 
There he met vith » £ivourat)^rec^itioii)..aad, 
obtained a &et pf twenty ships. 

"B. C ^''^ Iopiiio% Ixjng Btrengdtened with; 

. jg^' this, reinferceinetit, asseiabled ail tb^ 
troops ; aet sail for Epheyua.; and,, leftv- 
tng their ships there* marched by land to the ci-^ 
ty of. Sardis. This waq talten with Jittile pi^cffii-, 
ti(Ai, and r^Qccd.to ashes i, but the Ioiuans». 
finding themselves unable to SoKe the, citadel* 
which escaped the ccmflagratipn, ud he^riiME. 
that a numerous wttiy was ctHQin^ in iiiU m^r^ 
against them, retreated asezpedibouf^aspossi- 
b^ in order to retinibAtk at Ep^ieBfiv BefW; 
they rt;ached tlMt^pfece. however, th*y were, 
orerlakep by thp «»eniyt wd defeated wiU) great, 
■laugbter> . SVfh of the . Atheiuaqft ^ bad tl)e. 



11, Google 



60 rfcisii> 

gtfod fbrtdne to escape, imme^tely hoisted their 
sdls, and returned Iiome, nor would they again 
t^e any port in this war. However, thdr hav- 
ing cngf^^ Uius far, gave rise to that war which 
Was afterwards carried on for several agei, by the 
two nations, and- finally terminated in the de«- 
tJuction of the Persian empirt. 
' Nofivithatsnding the defection of the Atheni- 
ans, and the heavy losses attached to the late 
cfverthrow, the lonians proceeded to the execu- 
tion of their desi^with extraordinary resolu- 
tion. T^eir fleet a^led to the Hellespont and 
the Propontfe, where they reduced tlie city of 
Byzantium," and several other towns on those 
coasts. In their r*tum they made a successfijl 
descent on Caria, and- compelled the inhabitants 
of Cyprus to enter into a confederacy against the 
Persians. The Persian generals, perceiving the 
revolt become universal, assembled all their 
IbrccB in Cilicia and the neighboiiring province^ 
and at the same time ordered the Phtcnicians to 
«B»st them with their whole navy. The lonians' 
ht^)peDing to fall in with the Phanician fleet as 
they were sailing to Cyprus, attacked and dis- 
persed them. But t^is victory was of little im- 
portance, for the Persian troops having effected 
a landing in Cyprus, defeated the rebels in a san- 
guinary eng^^ment ; killed Aristagoras, the 
author of the revolt ; and brought the whble !»•' 
land under subjection. 

■ After the reductiim of Cyjmis, three Persian 
generals, Daurises, HymeeS, and Otanes, divided- 
their fiK-ces into three distinct bodies, in order to 
inarch as many difiiereDt ways ug^nst the re- 
volters. Daurises advanced to the Hellespont,' 
and, after reoovering the revolted cities, marclttd 
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«^Dst die Cariaut vfaom he dalteed in Mo 
■uccessive battles i but,, in tbe third, be was 
drawn into sn'anabuscadeT and cut to pieces, 
with the whole of his array. Qyraaes, after pa»^ 
sesung himself of Cina in Myaia, reduced all the 
IHan coast ; but, som after, fen sick at Troas, 
and died. Otanes and AnApbernes, with the 
rest a! the Persian geoerals, resolved to lead aH 
their forces against Miletus, rightly conjecmring^ ' 
that if that aiy were subdued, all the others 
would mluntarily return to thdr allegiaitEe. 
Pursuant to this rcsolutiou, tfaejr entered looui 
aiHl£olia, and took CleomenaSiDdCynia, wludi 
success threw so great a damp od ^le ooiJcde- 
racy, that their leader immediately abanduMd 
fidiletus, and i>et sail for the rirer Strymon, in 
Thrace, where he seised wi a territory which 
had been fbrmeriy given by Darins to Hyatimis ; . 
but, as he was beuegiiig a ^ace beyond thoK 
limits, he was killed, and all his troops werecut 
iDpieceB. 
„ „ Pythagoras, an enunent dttsen, who 
497.' ^^^ held the government - of Miletus, 
being ai^iised oF the grand deugn of the 
enemy, called a general assemUy of the lonisns, 
in, ^ich it was agreed that they sbouhl devote 
all tbar attendoa to the fortification of the city, 
and to the attacking the Pemans by sea, without 
attempting to bring an army &ito the field. Ac- 
cordingly they met at the Isle of Lada, over 
q;aiaat Miletus, with a fleet of three hundred 
•nd fifty sail.. The Persians, surprii^ed at the 
Ught of so fomudahle a fleet, and conscious of 
the skill of the loniana in maritime affairs, pru*- 
dently avtsded an engagement, til) their emis- 
Huiea had f^vately comtpted the major part of 
■ Vol. VIU. G 
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IhecaBftdentn. When the agnal ms ^ven 
far. battle^ the Leatnans, Samiaus, and acverai 
otherai deserted thecpiamon caate, aod returned 
to their respective countries ; nhile the remain- 
ing fleet, cootiating o£ about a. hundred remels, 
feu an easy pKy to the Persians. The city of 
^Miletus was ih«i besieged both by sea and h6id, 
and soon rased to the ground by Uie conquerors* 
Most of the other towns that had revolted re* 
turned to thw duty of their own acccnd ; and 
those that, stood out, were punished with the 
most exemplary . severity. HystixuS) whose 
ambitious views, together with those of Arista^ 
goras, drew f'ae calamities of war upon the loiu- 
aiu, had his shore in the general sifHiction ; for 
be was takea priuoer, and sentenced, by Arta- 
phemesi to .the ^oniinious death of the cross. 
•- The Phmuoian fleet ha\-ing effected the reduc- 
tirarof all the islands on the Asiatic coasta, Da- 
rios recalied«U bis other gepends, and i^pouited 
Marduiius, a young nobleman who had recently 
married one of his daughters) to be commander 
in chief of all the forces on the coast of Asia ; 
ordering tuin,at the same time, to invadeGreece, 
uid take amj^ vengeance on the Athenians and 
Bretrians, fop the destruction of Sanli». Mar- 
donids, in pursuance of these, orders, assembled 
tus titx^ at the Hellespont, and marched 
thtouj^ Thrace into Macedccua, ordering his 
fieetto«owt along the shore as he proceeded by 
land, that they m^ht be at hand to act in concert 
irith each othet^- The Macedonians, alarmed at 
the arrival of so poweriul an army, eluded the 
danger of an attack by v<duntary. submisuons. 
But the fleet, in doubling the cape of Mount 
Athos, waatUspersed, and ne^ly destroyed by 



11, Google 



atrcm^dpns'stOrm, arid the' bud anriy, 'ben; 
encamped in an insecure M tua6enj iras suMen^ 
Attacked bf'tbe BtrgeSt apcoptenf Thrace, who 
slaughtered a great number of the' Penian &4- 
dicca, and wounded' Matdonam MnrteK The 
young geberal hang thuaiKsaUed frwn proa^.: 
GUting his deugn,'ietunied into J^k, witfaoUt 
acqiitriog either glorjr or adVant^e bj his exp&- 
dituxi. 
_ „ Darius, ascrilnng the ill soccnsof Us 
^^ aoD-in-lair to inexperience, tlxmght pro- 
per to recal liimj and appoint twa Ddwr 
^enenla in his nxim, Dates a Mede, and Arta- 
phemes, sonof thelBtegoremoa-of Sardiu But 
before be iasiled Ina of^rs far any Either at- 
tempt on Greece, he r^sotned to trf hoTtbe dif- 
ferent alates of thaf cnUnUy stood aflcctcd to the 
Fcruan govenraidob With Uiis *iew, he dis- 
patched heraldB'tD all their citjea, to demand 
eartfaand'wafieris'tdkcnof snbmiMon;. On the 
aniral<^. these hendds, several of theOmekci- 
tza, and tfa^ istsnd -oC -^i^na, coi&fdied vritlt 
tfaeif dunands : iiBt at AAetn and !^»artatbey' 
met with a Tvry different receptiMi ; bnngateae. 
^laCe thrown mto a deep ditch, and at the other 
into a wdl, and told to-lctch their earth and m^ 
ter thence. Tbe'Atfaeirians and^partaaawere^ 
however, aobn'tehamedirfdilBaetiDn, which thcf 
bad committed iti Ox baa of paauon ; and> look- 
ing upoa it as a ficA^cn of the law of natioRf > 
B^t ambasiadatato Susa, to«ffbraatbActx>nfor 
tbe afihmt they had put ntxm the Pcndan hetaldt. 
But Darius, deCtarii^ UnMf ' latisfied with diat 
embassy, pemlitoid bbrambasiadoca to return to - 
tbdr re^)ectiTe couKtrics, tfaoi^tkueflf Spaita- 
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TobmtavHjr aStnd ts expiate irith tbeir own firfe* 
the crime of that coantryiDen. ' 

g^ P Datk^ndArtaphenies, having received 
^^Q,' orders to plunder the cities of Eretria and 
-Athens, to reduce all the bouses sod lein- 
I^atoaaHes, and to. send the inhabitants of both 
{daces in chunsitoSuBa, set sail frotn Sttinos with 
ftflcetof vxfanndred ships and five hundred thou- 
sand tnpn> Having reduced the isltuid of Naxusy 
and exectited their ceainiiUHi with rigour on 
dua and the other isluids in those, seaa, they 
ateend directty ta Eretria, which thejr took, ftfler 
aBi^^flf aevendaystby the treaidiery of two 
^incqialdtitenst They then sailed to Attica, 
stbd were cotiducKd by Hi[^]ias^ the son of Pi-< 
sistntus, to the plains of Marfttbon, whence thejr 
aeat heraJds to oonottnce thc£Ue of Erecria to the; 
ciiizena of Mhensi expeoting thatttua news would 
terriff them into an ijnme^be surrender. 
. The Athenittna were at this time in the utHMMt' 
embairaasiaent i for the LacwhcmoaiaaSi who: 
bad pninused to join theiB agunst the common, 
enemjr, could Ttot set out till some days«Eter, on' 
account of a viqieratitious custom, which did not: 
£dlow them to-be^ a march before the^fiill 
moon.; and all the other allies were so dreadi 
faiij alarmed hy the approach of the Persian: 
army, that they utunimously withheld their as-.- 
sistance. The inhabitants of Plata^ boweveiv 
consented, at length, tofiuuish one . thousand, 
men, and the Athenians were compdlcd to aug-; 
ment their, little force, by arming their slaves, 
contrary to their practice on all other occasional. 
The Peruan army, commanded by Datis, con- 
U6ted of a hundred thousand foot and ten thou- 



:sdi.,Google 



vad honct while that ctf the A tbduaiM unotnitEd, 
in the whole, but to ten tbotaand men, nndcF the 
ifomnandof tenablegenenlS) ashasbeen already 
nairaled in the history of Greece. 
. When the Atheniln miopi were aMcnMed, it 
wu warmly disputed whether tbey should ve»- 
ttuc an en^igement, or devote aH iteir attention 
todie'delWKeaf the dty. The tatter opinioa 
VH cmbraDcd by «U exeept ftfiitiades, whoraoo- 
letely appat/ei tlie proposal, and aoon drew over 
AlJAidea, Cal^iadHn, and aOme of ^e ether 
coaoBtanderB* Itbda^thcn reaotred to sttK^ 
die enemy, Mikiades was prerailed on to iccept 
the command of the fcrces, ^nd «uitable [Mvpa- 
ntioDS wett made far the ensohig batde. Mil- 
tiades, t^KWg^ he accepted the conuntuid for thfe 
putdic goodj woidd not riA an engs^emnit, tin 
tfae dsy on whidi it was his taiti to assume the 
supreme directiou ; bot, irhen that'came, be en- 
deavsot'ed to make np wtiat he wanted in 
«ren^ and numbers, t^ the advantage of 
gKxmd, and thcdi^KKHtion of his troops* Hav- 
ing cvraied his Hetika with large trees, m cotter 
(D Sana a Itarrier Cglunst the Persian cavalry, 
nfiiposed the uam itrength-sr hb army into the 
wing), jmd performed the sacrifice, accon&g 
ID the custom of his nation, at the fiiot of a 
mountain which precluded the possib^ity of on 
attackon bis rear ; he gave the signal ibr battle, 
and animated thfc Athenians so eticcessfully, by 
his words and example, that they nished upon 
the enemy with the utmost resolution and intre- 
{Mdity. The Persiuis, regarding this conduct as 
the effiEct of foUy and despair, prepared cahnly 
1<» their reception ; and, after an (^stinate con- 
test broke the centre erf their army. The Aibe- 
G3 
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nians and Platxans however, whocoD:^x>sed dft 
two wings, afforded a timely succour to their re- 
treating countrymen, and attacked the PeruaiM> 
with such irresistible fiiTy, that they soon threw 
them into disorder, chased them to their Sect, 
and burnt several of their vessels. In this actioa 
the Athenians are said to have lost only two hun- 
dred private men, vrith some oSicers of distinc-. 
lion { whereas the Persians left above six tboiuaod 
deadonthe field of. battle, beside maiif othen 
who were slaughtered in their ffight, burnt in. 
their ships, or drowned in attempting to recover' 
the more distatit vessels. 

After the battle, an Athenian aoltUer, crim- 
soned all over w'^ blood, hastened to acquaint' 
his fellow citizens with the success of that army. 
On his arrivalAt the public place where the ma- 
^trateswere assembled, he was so udiaustixl 
with fatigue and loss of blood, that, having e^^ 
claimed " Rej<uce, rejoice, the victory is ours 1" 
he feu down dead at their feet. The Fersiaas 
were so confident <J success in tliia enterprise, 
tfaat they had brought marble to Marathon, in 
order to erect a trophy ; but^t the terminatioa 
of the eng^ement thxs marble was seized by the 
Athenians, and fonned into a statue of th? god^ ^ 
dess Nemesis, whose province it was to puni^ 
unjust actions. 

The Persians, enraged at the Ihistration of 
Ifaeir grand design, doubled the cape of Sunium, 
in order to surprise Athens before the return of 
the army : but the Athenian forces, receiving 
intimation of their intention, marched with such 
expedition from Marathon, that they arrived at 
Athens before the enemy's fleet, and thus disap- 
pointed all their meuures. 
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: fiuios, teaitngartbe'uiiHiccessful Mtuitidf 
his forces, was ho &r from relinquishing his de* 
sign upon Gteece, thalt he resolved to go thither 
inperaoa, mttfae bead of a still more pdwerfiil 
aimyt and issued'outorders to allhia subjects in 
the Mveriil provinces of the ^u[nre to actompaay 
bim in thifa 'C^cpeditiaii : hut after tie had spent 
three years in matdng statable preparations, 'k ' 
Bew-wwaa odcaffloned by the revolt of E-^yft. 
Ttde urcumstance involved him in great per^ 
jdexity ; hoWevcr, as he was firmly rtsolved on 
the exeoutisn of his first project, be determined 
to send part of hia forces against the E^yptiana, 
while Urriself, with Uie renuunder, should match 
into Greece. But, when all the an'angeinent& 
were inade> uid Xerxes,* the son of Atos^ was 
deduvdheir-aip^Xkrent to the crown, Darius sick- 
en^,aiid died, in the thirty-nxth yearof his reign. 
This pBBce was endowed with many excellent 
qualities; hia name is honourably recorded in 
Scnplure, as a bvourer of the Israefites, a re- 
atorer of God's temple, and a promoter of the 
holy worship at Jerusalem. His wisdom, justice, 
and cletneocy are warmly commended by the 
andents; and his virtues were rewarded with a 
DunUqnis issue, a long reign, and great general 
pro^ierity. 
_ „ Xerxes, upon his first accesaon to the 
^fj' cntwti, confirmed all the privileges grant- 
ed by his' illustrious predecessor *to the 
Jews, atid especially that which assigned them 



* Ait»bazuies wa> the clden lOii of Darius ; bnt he, 
king Iwni before hU father'i ezallaUDu to the throne, wai 
excluded from the nicce!«ioa ; and the diadem wu con* 
ttmi on Xerxci, the eUoC iod, by AcoHa. 
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oE tbdr ^aily Mcrificrfc. 

Having nurcbed pgainst the EgypUui feb^U^ 
and reduced their countiy to a more piti«UB.<l>te 
ttun it bad ever been brought into t^hia ]»eaei 
cpaaonj hebeabM^tbegiwRiimaitof dieproK 
nac^xm his brother Achanaracis and RtoaMd 
tritimphantly tQ Susa. 

SeiD^ DOW reaolved ^oexcaite the deaigD (^ Jw 
deceaaed {^tbar tdative la Greece^ -ha naMdflbd' 
aUthe moati i|histiici«s<paMniiof hia couit, and 
made than an^llMinW!^^ tvkh &e nativca vhidi' . 
I)n>inptedbimb>th^)»peditiui> U[loathc.firat 
intiination of thb project^ 'Maidoniua^bcfing to 
receive the commimd of the ntuf, not qdI^ ex> 
preued tua aj^irebadoii, but cmUed Xerxea 
above all the mcmardii irtia bad.ivecediMllumT 
and endeaToared to show the abacdute nseenitjr 
of revei^:u{g the dishooours dooe to tbePerMan 
name, b^ die burning of Sardis, and. Ibed^Mt 
of'ft^nttfadQ. The endent ladB&ctioii vhich 
tiie lung recured from tfaiiflatteriBg diacsurae 
■ealed up the Ups of all the other cmmat^on, till 
Attabanua, ancle to the king, and equally TcUe- 
rable for his age and wisdom, mildly remoQ- 
Btntted frith Xerses on the inipolicy«f hia preaent 
resolution, and u[diraided M^^onius with mnn- 
cerity, tor attempting to inv^ve the natjrai.in a 
war wlucfa nothing but his own amtutxnis news 
coiild &mpt him to deairc. " If," said be, *< the 
war be reaohied:on,Iet^elung remain in Persia^ 
and our children be deposited in hia hands, then 
go upon your expedition, attended by the best 
forces you can select. If the issue prove favour-, 
able, I will cheerfully forfeit my own life, and 
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the fives of "my cldldpen ; but if the ewnt to 
tnaTFcraUe to my expcctAtioM, then l«t jrour 
cWMfen soffit deadt, and yourMtf also, if ercr 
you whim.* Theae BentiTnents, though ex- 
pressed in the moat reapectfh) manner) gave 
such umbrage, that Xenea declared, if Artabi^ 
am vercRotMs uode he ^ouldbe trnmediatelr 
putiished for hia presumption ; and comtnandc^ 
him to atay V honi« amoRg the 'women, 'whoia 
he'too nw^ reaembled, wbile he, hia sovereign, 
would tead hia ttoopa to gather lauMs in tiw MA 
<£ honour. HA ta&guage, bovevcr, wbb ta^f 
the effiHit of fcudden anger; forXerxekaficnrerd- 
ackttMledged Unt' he had bcm .to btama in 
treating bis vaatnbk reluive ao h«isU)t,:iuid' 
ex|riated hia'ALahiby aUHbitting h, fiobbcly, to 
the'wanndt attts ^outh, and inui «iF ej^qiftnoei' 
Henbe-tiBfinBett that he V» vi^ng to nUh- 
qtd«G ih« fanMioniof Giveeet' notwHhatandinE^ a. 
[ritetMD htdxpfMarcd toliim in iBa>Bk«p, and- 
conjwed Jum to icsmmence the war. Upon tbii 
dectamden dltttenoblemcn'iidu] composed. tfao 
couhdt praatntHl themaelvca befbre their aore-. 
reign, mA ^ed with caoboAcriDai^daDADg Ua: 
pnStoit ctmduct. X«nu«, howrrarraoon dMnged 
hia nittdj and Art^banus bhoBdl^ dtbtf toriaed.' 
by a dream, or fearing die royal ^^drasuR,. be- 
came a xeatocn ur o gwte r of the ezpeditiua,. 
whkh he iiad reoantly ooodemncdsa abaurd and 
dsngeltxii^ 

^het 'iMtUng^ night be onittcd wlodi cndd 
poasibly coMribun^to the aubceaaof^hisaiMkr" 
taking, Xertes entered into UtJancc with the 
Cttrtbagtoama, wbo nefe aii[HHDted tooctack die 
Gnek oriomea in. Sicily and It^,. while the. 
Feiaiaua invaded Greece.' Hamilcar, the Car-. 
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nBay mercGRann m Spun, Gaol, s&d Italy-i 
sDdassQinUed other tpoopa in Afnca, tUl he tutd 
ittsedan atm^ of three hundred tbatuaad men-i 
and pn>rided «:auittd>le naniber-of nnds f«? 
the transpinrtatitrti Of his fbiCca and provMons. ' 
'.X£nte% hwniif^ q>teit tinfee y^ts in making 
^pantioQB tfaroaghoiit all the ^«nhcte «f ma 
tnqare, m ar ch e d to SardiS) tbegcncniretidet* 
Tiqis trf his litbd forces; trJuht &» nary aaiM 
dltatig.the c«aats.af- Aua Mnw MwrM the Qek 
l^i^itf.^ -TapreTchttheTepetit]aQ'o£aiiim(ftn> 
IrUch femtcHy VOd the Fetwan fleetin dotibltee 
Uoimt Athoi, he comnUBded a pasrage it»-ha 
Att^thiUbgfalthe prbiaontfAy^. faraad ctMogh M 
adiii^ df t^vgdKn wiA ibrtft teOa «f oan 
each,: -. pawiirts in ■ fi^at. iok tH^ tx^ndt-M 
briageeC'typ^ube bad aiat»i dta-fidlc^MDt 
i>rtbepBWd|fe*f:fa».tmap« faco Eon^ie. - Thia. 
^atfc.ira^.caJrHsd oh-mth great expeditieai liqr, 
dKf£gy|ifliuuiandLPbNineiuis: but thtfy bad' tuy 
xattx compteisd it^ thaH jarrkricntstiHSB.bndBC' 
itin^pNcea^ andleitbetdiiqiarBfal wrdaahed ttgohiat 
tlie nbdre kU, dc TOacb of li^idi it ctneiatea.- 
XenKslmaao.Tioknttf moaiafd /at luadiaastcrt 
tliat^'.in th£ suHbesa of wntth) he coiutaaiul- 
•d. thice hiiodKd stapcii to be inflicted cmthe 
sea, abd a pate of &ttcn to be .thmvn into it, 
«ithtlieaeirai^-*f'I1»U'saltu>dUttareIement, ' 
tiiy master has aenteoccd thee to tluB pwuahmca t 
fU'tiflfcAfft^hhn'wMiodC'cauae; mdianscitred 
to- paas'otA'.tiwei ia^qnlB of tl^ bOtows and in* 
aetent'ndatance;" .-<<'. : . 
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dec^Ht^an> Xenn^pokRed iikn« aUljbl-nV 
cUtepts tp build two odvo* bridges, one fcrtte 
^mkge »f Us traotlsi 'the otbee for d>e bi^gaf^ 
and ,b«wU ot bdraub Wbea. this -woik'wu 
completed, and Q&ctuallf atoired igsiiut th« 
powerof tbe winds and watei^ thekinf^itiarched 
his armf faun Sordit, where thej had wintered) 
fei the cttr of Abydus. At this pUce he con- 
ceiTfcd Ibe d««re of Tiewing* allJiu fbrcei toge- 
tiKk-» Badtottut and Mcended a itatelf edi&e, 
vlteipelie'<diKovered the sea covered with bis 
diips,! and the extCDsfae pUns ttf Ab^duS. filled 
widi liis tlQopa. Whilst he was on)tttn:4'''^^'hK 
IheTBst extMit<^ )bs ptMer, and cix^nttntatiRg 
Innwelf «a his own Taltcityr his counUnatice xa^ 
denrent a. nsUds change, -Hid he suddenly barst 
into a fibod of tears. ArtKbanoa askings th« 
cause o£ this tmnntion fiom excessive joy to 
vicrieBtg^ef, the kii^ obserwd, that hid yK»k- 
nesa reaoltedfioin the conuderation of thesbort- 
utamat humsn life; " for," said he, "of all this 
nudlitude tiot ' aa iad^oal wtU be alive a 
taundi«d7«an lietice." . Aitabanus, finding his 
tephew's nind touched with a senseof hiunanitf , 
inipraTed the fBTOarhUe opportmity, by descant- 
ing on the ofaligaiMt) oC princes to aUevtate the 
■orrowB, and qualify the tHttemeta ot thoee Uvea 
which they cannot prokmgi 
2 p. ThenecessaiyanangementsbeiDgnow 
^go,' made, and a day sppcHOtedfor psawng 
oyer-the anny, Xerxes cotnnuinded the 
bridge to be sticwed with myrtle, andthe most 
^grant perfomes to be burnt, while himsd^ 
pourinif a libation, from a golde^icup, into the 
sea, sokmnly addressed, the riungwm, intreating- 
limt no impoliment migU hyider turn bvm <X- 
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tending hk - conqiilests to tbe utmost UmiU of 
Europe. Having prderred this request^ he 
threw the cup, leather irith a golden bowl and 
K Persian scimitar, into the Hellesi>ont, and gaTc 
the^gnal.for his force b to beg^n their march. 
WheD the li'hole army had paisedoTer, the king 
ordered bis fleet to statid to the westward (or 
the promontory of Sarpedoiii thkre to attend his 
farther pleasure ; while he marched his luid 
£»ceB through the Thradan Chersonesus to the 
city of Doriscus, at the mouth of the river 
Hebnu. HavioK formed afi encampment in the 
great plains of Dwiaciu, he dispatched orders to 
hif adminda to bring the fleet to the adjacent 
shore, that he might with the greater fecility 
Dumber aU his forces. This was accordit^y 
done, when the land army was found to consist 
^ fXM million ^ht hundred thousand men ; and 
the fleetof twelve hundred and seven large ships, 
and three Uioiisand gallies and transports, which 
contained five himdred and seventeen thousand 
six hundred and ten men ; so thM the whole 
body of forces led by Xcmes against Greec* 
amounted to two millions three himdred and 
seventeen thousand ux hundred and ten. These 
numbers were so considerably augmented in his 
march by such pations as made their submissions, 
that he arrived at Thermop; Ik with two mil- 
lioas six hundred and forty-one thousand six 
hundred and ten men, exclusive of servants, 
eunuchs, women, &c. who were si^posed to 
equal the number of the efficient forces. Beside 
the subordinate geperals of each nation who 
commanded the troops of their respective 
countries, the command of this great army was 
gJYen toaix Persian generals, viz. Mardonius the 
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"Shin of Gobtyas, Smerdones the son of Otanet, 
Traitatixchine^ the son of Ai'tabanus, Maustes 
tije son of Darius, Gergys the son of Ariazusi 
and Megabysus the son of the famous Zopyms. 
The ten thousand Persians, who were called the 
Immonal Baiid,.were placed beneath Ilydarnes { 
the cavalry had also their particular generalaj 
and the fleet was comnianded by four Persian ad- 
inirals. 

. Xersea, having taken a satisfactory account of 
his forces at Doriscus, advanced through Thrace, 
Mace^OQ) and Thessalyi toward Attica,, order- 
ing his fleet to follow along the coast and regulate 
their motions by those of the army.. Wherever 
be came, be found provi^oos prepared for his 
use, in compliance with the orders he had sent ; 
Iknd every dty was compelled to entertain hint— ^ 
A circunkstance which induced a citizen of Ab- 
dera to sE^that his countrymen might thank the 
gods for Xerxes's moderation in b^ng content 
with one meal a day. 

. AthensandLacedxmon, the two moat power-- 
&il cities of Greece, receiving intel]^nce in the 
meantime of the enemy's motions, aentambas- 
*adors to Argos, Sicily, Crete, and Corcyra, to 
request succours, and form a confederacy for the 
. common preservaticn of the Grecian states. 
The . Argiana readily offered a considerable body 
of troops ; but a dispute arising about the com- 
mand, the ambassadors were compelled lo quit 
the territories of Ai^os before sui)-set ; the of. 
fers of Gelo, the most powf rfu! prince in all the 
Greek colonies, were rejected on a. similar ac- 
count; the inhabitants of Corcyra advanced with 
at fleet of sixty ships to the coasts of L-aconia, 
where they waited the issue of an engagement, 
Vol. VIIL H 
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T4 PEK3IA. 

and detennined to jmn that party winch BbouM 
prove Tictorious ; and the Crita^ having con- 
sulted the Oracle, pciemptorily refiiBed to enter 
inta the league. 

Thus abandoned by all their countrymen, ex- 
cept the Thesjuana and Platxans, who sent some 
t^ng aoccours, the Athenians and Lacedzmo- 
nians pmdently reserved to terminate all intes- 
tine discords, and commit the care of their ioices 
lo men of known probity and valour. Accord- 
ingiy peace was concluded between. Athens and 
Egina ; Themistocles was nominated general of 
the Athenians ; and the Spartan forces were 
placed under the command of Leoiudas. 

These arrangements being made, it now re- 
mained to determine in what place they ahonld 
meet the enemy, in order to dispute their en- 
trance into Greece. Vaiious proposals were of- 
fered on this important subject ; but it was at 
len^^ resolved, that Leotddas, at the head of 
four thousand men, should hasten to defend 
Thermopyls, a narrow pass between the moun- 
tains that divide Thessaly from Greece, and the 
only way thpough which the Persians could ad- 
Tance by hind to Athens. Leonidas accordingly 
marched thither witli aH posnble expedition, po- ' 
wtively determined either to stop die progress of 
the invaders with his handful of men, or perish 
nobly in the attempt. 

Meanwhile Xerxes advancing near tfie strtdts, 
was greatly surprised at the resolution of the 
Greeks; forhe had imagined that on the approach 
of his numerous army they would betake them- 
selves to flight. Having mdered a scout on 
horseback to reconnoitre their numbers and form 
<^ encampment, he received' such intdligence as 
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mi^ht have iMured him o£ tbeir b«MMc detBnni« 
nadon. But be still cntuUined b(^>eB of tbeir 
ntreitt ; and, during an interval of fimr d^f, 
used b!a utmost ciideav<xm tocomipt tbe ntiart 
Leonidas* His ofiien being mected by tbe pa- 
triotic prince with taudaUe ini^;nation, he senit 
a berakl to demand faia anna ; when Lewudaa, in 
A atyle truly lacfHtic, answered, " Come tbyaelf 
and take tbeno." 

XcnKfl, mniged at this reply, sent a detach^ 
ment of Medes and Cia^ans to secure the obati- 
Dalc Greeks, and load them with chains. Such, 
however; was tbe eficct of Grecian courage, ibu 
tbeae assailenta weie defeated with gKXit 
^ugfater i the Immortal Band, conainting of ten 
tboosand chosen men, were compelled to retire 
with ctuuiden^e loss ; and the Persians, who 
aext day attempted to retrieve the credit of their 
companions, were altacketl with such irresiBtible 
biry, thu Xetxes i* «wd to have leaped three 
times from Ua throne on the apprehension of a 
total dcfeau 

Whilst the Peruan monarch contem|riated 
iriti) mingled astonishment and vexation, the tn- 
flexiUeobstinacy of the Greeks, end the peiplezed 
•ituati<Hi of his own affaii*, Epifdtcs the son of 
EutTdemue, expecting a noUe reward, came to 
him, and discovered a secret passage to tbe sujn- 
roit <£ the eminence ;whicb oveijocAed the Spar* 
lanibrcest Hydames, having advanced thither 
St the head of ten thousand choseD Persian*, 
wxrpowered the PhocKana wbo defended thia 
paaa, aitd hastened down the mountain in order 
10 attack those who defended tbe straia in the 
sear* Lconidaa, now perceiving tbe impossUiility 
itf withatanding the enemy) dcured tbe rett of hi* 
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allies to retire ; but resolutely maintained Ms 
own station with the Thespians and three 
hundred Lacedtemonians, who firmly resolved to 
die wifli their heroic leader. The Thebans were 
also detained, though probably against their in- 
dinadon. 

The augur Magistias, who had predicted the 
event of this enterprise, determined to share the 
fete of his beloved prince ; and both the Thespian 
and Lacedxmonian forces avonedly conudered 
Thermopyls aa their grave ; but so far were 
they from being affected by this consideration, 
that when Leonidas, adviang them to take some 
refreshment, observed they should sup together 
with Pluto, they unanimously rdsed a shout of 
trinmphant exultation. 

The royal invader, having poured out a liba- 
tion at the riung of the sun, proceeded agtunst 
die Greeks with the whole body of his army, as 
had been advised b; the traitor Epialtes. Upon 
their approach, however, to the entranec of the 
' de&le, they received so violent a shook, that the 
Pernan (^ers were neces^tated to stand behind 
their respective divisions, in order to prevent the 
flight of their men. Great numbers of the Per- 
uans felling into the sea were drowned ; others 
were trampled to death by their own comrades j 
and many perished by the hands of the Greeks, 
who e^ierled themselves on this occasion with ex- 
traordinary gallantry. When the brave Leo- 
nidas, overwhelmed by numbers, and covered 
with wounds, fell amongst the slain, Abrocomcs - 
and Hyperanthus advanced with great resolution, 
in order to seize his body, and cany it in triumph 
totiieir brother Xerses. But the Lacedzmo- 
I with a noUe enthusiasm, drove 
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back ttte MUmtebed eneoay four times ; s^cjificed 
the lives of maiif pritKipitl comtnandetB to tbetf 
just leseotment, tai4 ntacued the dettr repudna of 
their TaliiUil getiend. 

Having effected thit ^orioiu purpose, and 
pNceiving that tbc arga^ which vru coodiKteil 
\)y the base E^tuJtes, fdranccd npcUj to attack 
their rear, the Theajwoia and l^xdxmonoDf 
retired to the qanoireat part of the ■trutS) and 
collected thenuelves tato a phalanx on a tisiog 
grauiid, where they cDodiMied to perform the 
qowt aurpriitag .pro<^^c8 of ratotu, till the]r 
were at length literally buried beneath the darts, 
fUTowB, and Other miasile vef^ons of th^ nuilti- 
tudineua aaaNlants. 

Xerses, hanjig loft tveotjr thouaand nteo on 
this memontble occswin, wreaked his vengeance 
wi the deceased Leoaidai, 1^ cauang his tiead 
to be struck oS, and bia 1x>dy &stened to a 
4foss — an ac^on which redounded to his own 
ifi&o^, without i^ixiDg any disgmce wx this im- 
nutrtal hero. He then caused the greatest part 
of Ins fiillen PeraiHUis to be ptivatdy buried; and 
|«oceeded . in his march throi^ ficeotia to 
Attica. 

Doling the gkirious action at ThemM^ybe, - 
the adverse fleets engaged at Artemiskirs, apro- 
montary i^ EulKca. That of the Greeks eon- 
atsted c^ two hundred «Ad seventy-one .sail, bst 
the Fersiu) fleet vna Gtr more considerable, not- 
vithfttandiog th^ bad recently lost above ibur 
hundi-ed gallies in a. violent storm. Designing 
to encompass the Gsedan fleet, they caused two 
hundred vessels to sut round the island of 
Eubva. Tlae Credit, receiving intimation of 
^uspi<Qiect, set sail in the mglit, with an intoi- 
H3 
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tioo of attacking the enemj' bjr day-break ; but 
having; missed this sqnadron, they advanced to 
Aphetx, where the whole Perwan fleet lay at 
anchor, and soon came to a general engagements 
The conflict was extremely obstinate, and the 
success nearly equal. However, the Greeks 
found it necessary to retire to some place where 
they mightrepair their vessels, and accordinglj' 
Ueered toward the straits of Sfdamis. Thia en- 
gagement, though not decisive, tended to exhila- 
rate the drooping spirits of the Athenians, who 
now perceived tiiat thdr numerous enemict 
were not invincible. 

News being brought to Athens of the enemy's 
near approach, the Athenians were persuaded 
by Themistocles to send their wives and chil- 
dren to places of security ; to abandon their city 
to the Persian Airy ; and to embark with all coij^ ' 
venient speed in a fleet, which might potdbly 
yet arrest the victories of an insulting &k> TIw 
Persians meanwhile marked their pn^ress with 
slaughter and devastation ; and a detachment' 
was sent to plunder the temple of Apolb at 
Delphos, which had been enriched by oflerings 
and donations from most of the oriental nations. 

Xerxes, arriving with the main body of his 
army at Athens, found only a few citizens, who 
having literally interpreted an oracle which im- * 
plied that " Atiicns should be saved by wooden 
walls," had attempted to fortify their city with 
boaids and palisadoes. These unhappy persons 
perceived their mistake when too late for re- 
medy; but such was their courage and patiio- 
tiam, that they peremptorily refiised to listen to 
any terms of accommodadon, and defended 
themselves with incredible resolution, till they 
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were all cut to |»ecc3. The ill-fitttd dty waa 
then doomed to deatrucdw), the temples were 
rifted, the moDUments overthrown, and the nu- 
merous buildings reduced to one undistinguished 
hei^of ashes. 

' The Grecians having unanimously resolved to 
wut the enemy's s^qvoach in the straits of S»- 
kuuis, &nd the Persian oflkers having determined 
on an engagement, Xerxes caused a throne tebe- 
erected on the top of an eminence, whence he 
might beboid the conduct of each party, and 
bam a just <qnnion of the heroism or cowardice 
of his troops. Scribes were also appointed to 
register the names of such persons as should sig- 
naUze themselves against the Greeks ; and every 
Other precautic» was taken which art or policy 
could suggest, to ensure the rictory to the in- 
TAders. 

On the morning which was expected finally to 
decide the &te of Greece, the Pet«ans seemed 
eag^ to engage ; but Themiatodes, who com- 
manded the Athenian fleet, prudently kept alo^ 
tin a cerbun wind, which rose regulariy at the 
same time every day, began to blow. Aa soon 
as this breeze sprang up, he gave the ugnal ibr 
battle. The Persians, knowing that they were 
immettiately under the eye of their sovereign, 
advanced to the attack with apparent intre[H- 
dity ; but the wind blowing directly i^;wial 
them, and the number of their vessels embar- 
rassing them in so confined a space, their cou- 
rage soon abated, and the battle terminated in 
the complete dispersion of their fleet, some flee- 
ing towu^a Pbalerua, where their army lay en- 
camped, and others seeking refuge in the hai>- 
bours of thp neighbouring islands. In this me- 
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pioraUe ei^mgeinent th? Grec^iiu kwt fiw^ 
itapi ; 9nd the Pemtms two hundred) besides 
many that were captured with th^ crews and 
fmmunition. 

Conlbuoded by this unexpected defeat) and 
alarmed at the idea of tm obatruction :to bis re- 
tunii Xences comnusuooed Mardraiius to re- 
main in Greece at the bead of three hundred 
thousand men, wt^ hin^elf should march with 
the remainder to^^rds Thmx, in order to cross 
Ite Hellespwtt. Accordingly, he oranmcnc«d 
tus joifiiiey Erom Attica j but lua troops were se- 
verely distressed by hui^:^ and sickness dunng 
the irtu^ march ; and the badge which was 
erected with so much ostentation beii^ desbroy- 
ed by a vitjeiit tempest, he who bad jHWidly led 
his ptuneraus army to the certiun cooquest of 
Greece, was now compelled to cross the Helles- 
pont in a fislung boat. About the same time the 
Carthagiman army, conusting; of three hundred 
thousand men, was completely vanquished by 
Gcio, kine of Syracuse. 

Mardonius having passed the winter in Thes- 
sfdy and Macedcmia, led his troops eai^y in tlw 
^ring to Bteotia, whence he sent Alexander, 
king of Macedon, to detach the people d Atbcaa 
from the confederacy, by oSetic^ to rekotale 
Uiem in t^ir former possesnons, and to rebuild 
their city at the kUig's i^rge. The Atbenims 
received these ofiere wkh in^^ant conteinpt; 
but, kiiawii^ their inability to withstand so pov- 
erfiil an «MiBy, they retired to Salamist Ine- 
zme, .and J^:ioa ; while the dis^ptunlied Per- 
uao catered Atbena, and demolished vbateva 
hjtd escaped tbeEuryof Xerxes. 

On Ilia return to ficeotia he eDcaii^>ed on tbe 
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banks of the Asopus, whither the Greeks fi^wed, 
under the conduct of Pauaanins, lung of Sparta^ 
and Aristides, commander in chief of the Athe- 
nians. The Persian army at this time connsted 
<£ three hundred and fifty thousand men ; while 
that of the Greeks scarcely amounted to one 
hundred and ten thousandi 

Ansious to try the courage of an enemy so in< 
ferior in number, Mardonius sent out his cavalry 
to skirmish with theGrecions. The Megariana* 
who were encamped on a plain, sustained the 
first attack with undaunted firmness ; but were 
afterward thrown into disorder by the Perwan 
archers. A body of three hundred Athenians, 
perceiving the enemy's advantage, hastened to 
the relief of the Megatians, and, after an obsti- 
nate conflict, slew Masistiua, general of the 
Asiatic horse, and compelled his followers to 
Mek for safety by a precipitate retreat. 

After this encounter, the hostile armies sur- 
veyed each other for the space of ten days, with* 
out attempting to renew the combat ; till at 
length Mardonius became impatient of delay, 
and, in opposition to the more prudent adnce of 
his companions, resolved to pve' battle. 

The Greek generals, having received private 
intelligence of this determination, ordered their 
officers to prepare for engagement : but the fol- 
lowing day was spent in changing the arrange- 
ments of each army ; and in the evening the 
Grecians judged it expechent to retire to some 
other place more conveniently situated for water. 
Accordingly they decamped about midnight,' 
and marched in an irregular manner till they ar- 
rived at the little city of PlaUea. But the con- 
fiwon which ensued in thnr removal had u»- 



■.unGooglc 



fkrtunatelf Hpanted the Aiheniw &em dwir 



Marckntus was no soooer apprised at 
^'^' thianioTemeDt,th(uthedrewuphisfon:«t 
in battle arrajr, and advanced with shouts 
of exultation, as if he were not to combat but 
plunder a fleeing enemy* Having passed the 
AaopuB, be overtocdt the Tegeans and Laced:c- 
moDians, who) finding thenuelves attacked by 
the whole Fenian annri dispatched a messenger 
to »c(}uaint the Athenians mth their imminent 
iamger- The AUieniuu instantly marched to 
K^ve th^ allies ; but were {n«vented from exe- 
GUtiDg their generous intention by a body of 
Greeks who aided with the invaders. The Per- 
sian force, however, was necessarily divided ; 
Wid whilst the Athenians fought with their 
usual intrepdity, the Spartans broke into the 
very centre of the adverse army, and performeti 
suob astonishing prodigies of valour, that Mar- 
donius tumadf was slain, and the dismayed Per^ 
Hums were driven to the very ^rta of the camp, 
which they had 8tK»igly fortified with an enclo- 
sure of wood> 

Elated mth this success, end breathing n- 
^eugt against the barbarous destroyers of their 
jieace, the Laced«moni(ins pressed forward) in 
or^ to &rce the entrenchment j but were uis 
aUe (o eSect their purpose, till the Athenians, 
having obtained a dedwTe victory, hastmed to 
tbdr assistance* A breach was tiien made in 
the wall, Mtd so dreadful a slaughter ensued,, 
tjut of thrce'Jbundred thousand Pemana, Medes, 
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ScjOaant, fa). aevKt three tluxiMnd cKsped th» 
BTeng^ng iwrn^ By this glorious bottle, Is 
which the Spartans lost but ninety-aiK men, the 
AtheniuiB fifty-two, and the TegeaiM uxteen, 
was Greece Slivered irom the Peraians, who ne- 
Ter after attsmpted to cross the Hellespont. 

The same day that this tic tory was obtaifted 
at Vhxxz, the remainder of the Peiwui fleet was 
destroyed at Mycale, a promontory in Asia ; fer 
irtkUe the land'fbrceB of Greece rendeiroused oa 
ttie isthmus of Corinth, their fleet assendiled un- 
der the command of Xantippus and Leotychidev 
at JE^na, Here they receircd an embassy fron 
the lonians, inviting them to enter Asut, and 
deSrer the Greek colonies from tlieir tyraiiDtcar 
opinessors.' Upon this invitation they immedi- 
ately set sail, and steered their course by Dehs, 
where they received intelligence Uiat the Per. 
uan fleet was then at Samos, and might eanly 
be destroyed. They accordingly resohed t» 
improve so &vouratde an opportunity ; but the 
Persians, being apprised of their deidgn, retired 
to Mycale, where an army of one hundred 
diousand men lay encamped. Here they drew 
thrir Tessels on shore, threw up an entrench- 
ment, and determined to maintain a siege. The- 
Greeks, however, having effected their landing, 
attacked the enemy with such impetuous ftiry, 
that the entrenchments were soon forced, the 
dastardly auxitiaries fled precipitately from the 
assailants, and the Persians, after defending 
themselves vith uncommon resohition) were 

lint it wai inquiwhle lo r»i>C the Greduti. than he naie 
■ timely relrat with fonj ihixuaiHl mcQ to Bf lantium, 
and thence pautd over into Aua. 
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compcDed to flee to tbe pasoes of the neigh- 
bouni^ mountains. A dreadful slaughter now 
took place ; the Fereian generals Tigranes and 
Mardontes fell beneath the conquering arms of 
Greece,' and even those who sought their safetj' 
in retreat were brought back by the treacherous 
Milesians, who had been appointed to guard the 
passes. The Greeks liaving thus completed the 
ruin of their proud invaders, set fire to the Per- 
uan vessels, pillaged the camp, and returned to 
Samos, loaded with an immense boot]', and 
crowned with the unfading laurels of well-earned 
reputation. 

Xerxes, upon the news of these overthrows, 
conunanded that all the Greek cities in Asia 
should be demolished ; and ordered his troops to 
commence their march toward Susa, that he 
might elude the pursuit of a conquering enemy. 
He accordingly quitted Sardis with precipitation, 
and hastened to the seat of government. 

While Xerxes resided at Sardis, an event took 
place which it would be unpardonable to omit, 
^ it exhibits in lively colours the character of a 
Persian sovereign, and the dreadful effects of 
unlimited authority. The king, having con- 
cmved a riolent passion for the wife of his brother 
Masiates, exerted all his arts to obtain tho ac- 
complishment of his impure dedre ; but as the 
object of his affection was a vroman of exemplary 
virtue, and tenderly attached to her amiaUe 
husband, all his projects vrere rendered abortive. 
At length, however, he maiTied his eldest soq, 
whom he had named as his successor to the 
crown, to Artaynta, the daughter of this prin- 
cess, supposing that so great an honour would 
attach the mother to his interest, and subdue 
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beiv- UttertD, InSekiUe' reMlutten. But fiodine 
himMlf: deceived ib this expeotation, li« trans- 
feired his inclinations to Artaynta, who didinot 
fcHaur the glorious ^xami^of her m<Mh<r's 
firamesk.'- WhihtthismO-igutrwafl-efliTji^^ 
Hameatris, irifb to XerxeS) prtsentod the king 
with a vcrj- riich a^ curious tnnntle, ofihar, -cwb 
iroricmaOBhipi Whifth; bel b«ij^;inu(th pleased 
irith, putoD wDefnheloext vlwted his imstFcss' 
Having bound faimwi^.-an oatib to gpant an/ 
bvonr she ebouid require, AHaynta dosired-hini 
to give faer the mantle ; and Xerxes inapiude^tiy 
acceded tocher rettuest^ though he piainly fore- 
saw the ill, consequence that ^Vould resylt ffoa» 
his coinpIiaiKe. JHamestris, senngtlie princess 
in this ap}»)dtd gatmpnt, was now lully con- 
firmed in her susjHciotisi.^but instead of «x- 
pressiog her rage against the daiighteTt. eiw k- 
BOlved to revenge herself upon the. innocent mo- 
' thcTt whom she considnvd as the- aUihprof the 
intrigue. That she might «frec«i»]lf c^ceeute her 
dii^lical iotentitm, she waited till > the .ceMn'a- 
tioB of her eifisort's Iwth daj-r » b«« thti quoett, 
accOrding'to the cvutont'jof ihie country, -had the. 
privilege of demanding any particular gratifica- 
tion- This festival being come, she requ't^ 
that the wile of' MaaifiteB might he delivered intOi 
berhaflds. Xeraes was strudi- with hoiro* at 
this demand, both fnxit regtird to the p«ace of 
his brother and the innocence of tb* destined 
victinft : but being overcome with solidtatioDs,, 
be, at length, sent his guards to af^rehend the 
virtuous princess, and delivered her into tho; 
hands of the revengeful Hamestris. Tliis mon-' 
ster of cruelty immediately caused her breasts,, 
Cps, tongue, pow>:Bndl ears ^-tecut,c^, wd. 
Vol. VIII. I 
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thrown to the dogs before }ieF face ; Utd tben 
sent her home in £at deplonJile condition to he* 
hosband. 

Xerxes, in the mean time, soit for hk-biMbers 
and tofd him that he nu»t conaent to part from 
his wife, ofiering to supply her [rface with one of 
his ovn ^ug^hters. But fining tiiat no ofEcTB 
whaterer cOnld prevail on MaSistcB to accord 
with the proposed divorce, he uAi him, dwt unce 
he refiised tus dau^tcr, he shmld ne^er have 
her nor his own Mfe, and thus diamisaed hist. 
Masistes, apiHchending From this preamUe that 
some grfcat miafotlune had happened during M» 
absence, hastened to his own bonsc, where be 
found his beloved princess cruelly mutgled, and 
weltering in her blood. Exasperated at this un- 
paralled outrage, he instant)]' assembled (dl 
his friends, servants, and dependents, and set 
out for the province of Bactria, of which he was 
govemOTj widi ui intendon of extutingthe Bftc- 
trians to a revolt ; but Xeraes, hearing of his 
sudden departure, sent a body of cavalry after 
Mm, who, pursuant to the despotic order, cut 
htm in pieces, with his v^t, his duldren, and all' 
hiB retinue. 

The Persians, being successlvBly driveOf by 
dfb victorious enemy, from' Cyprus, Naxus, 
Csria, Lycia, and the Thncian CheraMtesus, 
soon became totally discouraged ; and' XerxM- 
himself, relinquishing all thoughts of tiiture con- 
quest, devoted the whole of his time to tbc' 
gratification of his vicious incUnatiODB. Hisdisao- 
lute conduct, however, rendered him obnoxious tO'' 
his subjects, and finally induced his-chief&voar-' 
ite, Artabanua, to conspire against UsUle. This : 
noUeman, havfaig, W^ the pnvity ai Mittei-- 



:sdi.,Google 



autBOy'-mit of tlie etfMclttof'thBpdaeetmaiAaed 
Xerxes in faia .bed-chambCT) weAt to ArUxerxei* 
Oe king's third scm, and charged Darius, the el- 
detbr^ier, irith the ciipie of parricide ; bsinu- 
atini; thnt be hkd been led to the perpetration of 
(bat bonid act by bia insatiate untation [ and 
th«thedeu|;fied toaocrtfice Arlaxerxes likewise 
' Id his ^^i3Dg ptt^ecUk Tbc fbuag princei 
burkuBg with. reVeitge, and inipliciUy believing 
thsK artJiil Buggestiont, immediately rushed to 
hm bretber't fpar^nent, and put him to death. 
AitabanuB then placed Artaxerxcsonthe thtme; 
IxH widia desgn to let him enjoy the regal dig- 
HtyiGoly till auc^ time as he had formed a. party 
sboBg enough to aeize it (w himself Artaiurxes, 
toveren oa recdviRg intimation of the impend- 
ieg (bd^ri comtasained his scheme^ and killed 
him before his treason 'was BoSocientl^ ripe ior 



^ . a, . Tfae new joonarch) baring thus vt' 
^(,j_' moved uw fivmid^le compttitor, ex- 
med bimaelf taciusb the tnutor^s . parti- 
MmB,.aiid'tosecun biacrovm from th« Mtei^ts 
<tf farBbntbecHyxtaqK^ who beldthe govera- 
mem of Bactria. .^cordin^y a bloody conffict 
OMwed between tfae fiends of Mtaxenct ahd 
tbt adhcnrats of Art^tE^tua, in which xaaaiy noble 
Vemmi fen ob. both udes ; but, M lengtii, vic- 
tecf draflraedftearaaaof justicef and the rebels 
were puidsbcd accocdmg to their deserts. An 
umy WBfl thai sent into £actria, which had da> 
da«d m &*our of Hysta^Ks ; but, the fbices, 
pnrriBg neady equtd) Mch patty retired, witbMK 
^y considerable tost, to prepare ibr a second 
engagement. Next year, however, Attaxerxes 
lent ao powcrfiil a reinforcement to bis troops, 
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Hat tbe opponent wu de&ated, and UmselF 

grmly est^i^e^ in the empire. 

- Having thus coqipleted his great designs, and 
precluded the dread or/artber disturtxtnce, bf 
iUing ail tbe pasta of honour and enk^ment 
Ifidi ^uch ptKwoDS as were zealoualy aOached to' 
hiaiiUerc^t, the king appointed public rejudngS' 
io be oiade for the- ^pace of one - hundred aod' 
eighty i^ysin his b^ital ; and) at the e^lurD-' 
lion of that time, gave a magnificent .entertaiiv- 
meat to all the grandees residing in the cit7. 
Vashtiv^he queen, madea similarfestival, inker 
i^artknent, &iv the women ; and here the biatorf 
(i Esther, fur wbicU the reader is cefented to 
the volnme of Divine inGfuradcMi, takee place. 

„ Jn the fiftli yev of this reign, the 

,'^ ' Egyptians made a viojent struggle fer 
. theirliberty,.haviQgSe£towedtheircpown 
on Inanes, prince of the Lybians, and prevailed 
«a the Atheniaiu to assist them, with a fleet of 
I'WD htuidred ships ; but their exertions proved 
uiifortanate both to tiicmtelves and their allies, 
M they were reduced to slavery, and the Ather^ 
nians toet their fleet. Soon ,afler ward, however,' 
the ckieens of Athens equipped another forntid- 
■Jh\e deet, and gave .the command of it to Cimoo, 
wha successively ' reduced Citium, Malum, and 
eiher.cities of Cyprus; defeated the PeCManfieet. 
underiArtabAtuis, andcvecau^ly compelled. A>< 
laxerx«s to.cbnclude a. peace, by. which. .it was. 
agreed,: that no Pereian slup of war should be. 
permitted to sail betweentheCyaaean and Ghe- 
IWkiWH" .islands, and th^ no .Peruan general 
diould advance within three days'.iaatch ^of the 
fireciau s^&. 
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^ „' Thevengcful and inhuman HtuDcBt^ 
^g ■ twvhig i»«vaite<l on her »on to deliver t». 
' hw Inanes, and Uie Athenians who had 

bocQ taken with him in Bgjpti caused the unfbr-. 
^ftte priiice (o be cruciSed, and passed the yw. 
hiunw) qijttence of decapitation on his «dheRntt»; 
regardless of the conditions of surrender, \rhich. 
had" been ratified with the greatest ^olenjnity. 
TtuB cruelty, which was sanctioned hj the name 
ofasaciificti'tothenwnes of prince Achnmenes, 
gave Buch ^tagu&t to Megabyzus, who hadi 
pledged bis wind for the safety of the prisonen, 
that he immediately retired to his government 
in Syrisi and excited ati open revolt. UpMithe 
$rst intelligence o( his deugn, Osiris, a Peruaa. 
Doblemani was sent from Sum, with an army of 
two iwndrcd thousand men, to suppress the re-, 
bellion ; hut Magabyzus took him prisoner in k 
g^MEal- ^^agement, and compelled his troops 
t0 «eek the^r flofe.^ in a precipitate retreat. . The 
kiag^i hffiring.oF thi^Accidenc^ sent a herald to 
demand his general,, and Megabyzus generous^ 
deUynedJiiin up, as toon as his wounds were 
hcaledr' ■■ 

Thp Mowing year Artaxemes lent another 
fnQy.i9tQ'%riii. wider die command of hltne- 
ptM)w-'&CenesV&ea } but this geneiti was attend' 
fid 9itb vo bettier:fluc^3s than Osiris, for he ex* 
peri»G0j thaimilor defeat, and left the rebels in 
|)0P4e%8(pH of the field tmd alt the baggage. Th« 
kw^t.'bt^g fljQw ooBvinced that he could nat 
Wf«C>^iuh mA purpose by force of aims, dn- 
patdhftdraonie persons of eminent rank to Me^ 
byzuMit and Bd}usted the difference to the Kitis* 
fectioQ.of aU.'Fiarties. Stmie time after hia n* 
turn to courtf iVfegabyzus was condemned to dia 
13 
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for shftoting Grst at and killing; a 15o« wh'ik en- 
' gaged in the chase with his Bovereign. This 
oentence, however, was changed into that of 
pitpetual banishment'; and) at the'eK^ra^n of 
Bvi yeare, thb valiant geUeral was reinstated in 
hK'ftllTtfer '^gnities, which he enjoy** tiUhia 
4feath.' ; I ■ '■■•■ ' ■.,■'■■■ 

'B C Artaxerxes, aftera rei^ of more thut' 

414. for^y yewS) died in peace, aod left the 

succesnon to Xerxes, the only son he had 

t^ his queen ; though by his cotkcubines he had- 

Mtenteen, among vhom were Sogfionua, Ochu^ 

ind Arsites. 

Xerxes the Second had only assualedthe dia- 
dem forty-five days, when his intempe ranee at a 
public entertain tnent induced Sogdianus to ese<- 
cnte a. scheme which he had planned for his own 
aggrandizement. Accordingly, when the king^ 
had retired to rest in a state of inebriety, ftogdiBri 
ims'repaired to hid bed-cbamberi where he assas- 
sinated him, and thus posaesscd himself of tiie 
emtrire. ' . ' 

The regicide was scarcely seated an the throne^ 
when he caused Bagorazus, the most ftdthfiil of 
iusfather's eunuchs, to be stoned to death, and 
committed some other crueltiea, which rendered 
htm extremely odious both to the noUHty ftnd 
the army. He then sent for his brother OchuS^ 
•who had been appointed governor of HyKMiib; 
intending to sacrifice his life also to the sftcuritj' 
of his iil-acfjiiired dignity ; but Ochue, haring 
proclaimed his intenti<m of revenging tha murder 
«f Xerxes, drew ot%r to himself soformidiible a 
-party, that Sogdianus was soon deverted by aH 
his subjects, uul finally doomed tabipiMehi* 
otfaMs' by acnicl death* 
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Ochirij-bemg no*'inveite(l'with'''-fliestiprenie 
wWiority, assumed the name of Darius, whence 
heb commonly apoKtit of by- historians undcl* 
fee af^Hation of Dariijs Nbtfius,' or Dantis the 
Baatard. ■■' The cWniAErrcehierrt of bH rtngH vaa 
disturbed b^r ftt revolt oP his brother Amteff, 
who, with the assistance of Astyplmia,' the -sijit 
of MegtfhyzuB, cndeivoufred te suppl^iit him in 
the empire as hd 'hid' aiipplaAted' SpgSamiar 
Thi9';4chemei ho*ever, was' rendered abbMW^' 
for AstypfiiJi!*^ after KaKtr^iiglhlVe battles,. snP-' 
tend<t#ed HmseW'to thetirig ; knd Arsifes, he^f^ 
mg that hb colleague was treated with greaC 
clemency, fifflowed his csampie; upon -which' 
both th6 yeb^Is «'et« -caused to; be flift)WH into 
burning ashes. P&macyas, who had been privf 
to the &ssas«nation of Xenies, was, about the 
same tiiAe, put' to deathr; tBHl Mbnaathenes, ffie 
fiivoarite eutiuc'b' of' Sogdianus,' was doomed to' 
a criibl pUttishnifcttt, «hidt' he Miy dtided by iaft 
act of suicide. .(■■'-■..■■■,■ 

These severities (fid not "prtjcuw Di^us the 
e<aiu]ulll!ty ke* eip«ttedi but, on the cotitraiy^' 
a ^Ait 6f rebtilibil preniilej, which seemed to 
gadi«tr strength fVMn apposition, and dibtui^cd 
lu» wftole' reign with Tirfenl'(«™mo*icBte. 
■ B' c" ' SoMi after tl4eab6vc^eIitiOTted-elecli- 

• 4r4.'t*o«s,PisdthAes, gOTeWHtfof L^Fdia, !«-' 

* ■■' \T6Re8'{roO!Hia'Bjftgtoiee,JEiidTaMdan 
army (^'Gwelt mert^harios ;' Krit "Tissapherh^," 
'whom thi tdng sent agsinat him, <iained a geoe^ 
nd defef^tiiHi of the Grecik fbrcCsj who imnw- 
diat^«sper(Ued"the: caiUe of ^thc tDftposite p^^ny, 
wHltitheiCeMipteyersurrendefred to the royalists, 
and^was sentenced t»tHi 'Siiiffbeatedtih hot ashM* 
The itfe«l%' (Math; 'ditt'Hiw M«imrl^ tsnuBMtf 
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the putdic ^r^tiUei, tar 3fh son AuM^gH ^ut 
liiiiuelf at the If end of tbe.renwining troopc, laul 
conUifued) Air the »pace of two fears, to, infest 
the'nwitime parts pi A^ia iniitot, till be w^n 
^ teogth taken [niaoner in Iwik, «nd .B^lt te 
Tiasaphemes, who immediately issuedqvtonier^ 
|i^ ilia f xecptiuh - ;....- 

. ;Sc8[Fcaiy had tlMB ro^llipn^subdded, whoi 
^^fUufMls^_ the &TOurite eunuch of Darius, bo 
^^tae'Sp; intoxicated with, wnbi^m, that he ;ik> 
ti^y.ionaed the.^tefi^^^f sscendiitg tb«d)i'ov«; 
09 .tb?. munjer of' his rqyat iisast^ Hui^^ 
^4eiderQd loaturelyeTfry obstadt; whicjt nug^ 
pTotftbly chedc or frustrate his ulentioiis, he> 
Ijoat^d^ia Penian lady, v^ WV^ '*» artificial 
b^qcd, Having oat that he was not ^hat his coun- 
ttypMii, h^ hitherto apposed- . This vilewli* 
fici^, however, iffls eKpoaedbV hi* wile} Sariu* 
was made acquaint wit^, eveij partipular of 
^ '.plp^ fud th^ traiFor ww sentenced'^- aot 
ignominious death. 

:, A^put t^s time the Egjfptians-shoek off jhe 
Peruan.ycjt^ and,, with the as«atanc«'Df -t^ 
A'ra^oans, d^terndlKd to carry the war into Pl)i£f> 
4^ccr . paidus, bon:ev«T, ae^osto hay« beat w&^ 
torious,.fqr,:t^erodotiK ii^niM U^i t^() (^ ttlQ 
d^tjvof Amyrt^usj-his son [>^^^ris succeeded 
bupi ;\TUti thp cQDWQt of Che P«t^i^s. Ti(e Medes 
^Iso.reyojKd, during tJySi. ww> fwfl I^*^ were 
S90f> compf^f^ to r^ ^1^ tf>t)^ ad)eg}»t:^, an4 
wgre reduced tp WMer SBbjestion than before. - 
^ Q. ' Dariusa having settled the- aC^irs of 
' aoj.' ^ nyditi pnnnofit, bfst(nr«d the siUv 
,:' pir^me command. of Asia. -qiiaw «b hi* 
youngest son, .<3yn»,.,i8id'«(ii^edhii3at9. »«*ifl» 
«b«.'Ii«fHHli:B¥mQfttwwtitb:{his;AlkenM^ ta*- 
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tnify totheiMwHentmaAa^tnentofTissaphemeB, 
vbo, by sometlinea aaiMtiiig <»)e party, and some- 
tnncB the other, hod bEilanced matters between 
them lo judtdoustTi ttmt they continued to ex< 
hkuit their rage on each othep, vritbout bsvii^ 
IdBure to disturb the Peruans, their can|in<^ 
enemy. This order soon exposed the weaknesK 
of the king's peptics ; fer the Lacedaemonians^ 
htnii^ orerpowered their Athenian o^qmnents^ ' 
with theaauatance of Cyros, Bent to invade the 
Feiwim provincea in Aaia, and actually made 
socfaimportatit'ConqueGtB, that Darius found it 
e^cdietit Bd distribute large, sums of money 
among the gercriiora of the Greek eides, in order 
to-Rkmdle the war in Greece, and to compel the 
LacedKmoiuanB to recal their forces.' ' 

Darins, hearing that Cyrua had sentenced tiro 
Dofafe PeraioDS to deadt, merely becauae they had . 
nwt, in tncetiilg him, wrapped up their h^tds in 
their sleeves, as waacustomaTy in the pretence df 
aPeruan monarch, recalled Wm to court, on 
ptieteftce that he was indisposed, and deurous of 
sennglum. CyrtK immediately prepared for hia 
journey, after sending such subudiesto tbe La- 
cedemonian' genend at enaUed him to gun tfaafe 
memorable victory at the- Goat's Ri?er, on the 
Hellespont, which crushed the-Atbenian power, 
and terminated the Peloponneuan war, after it 
hadconUnned -twcntyi^Tni yean^ Derins'was 
htghty provoked at- ^s son's cmiduct with regard' 
10 the Pertian nobles ; but the qween, wba Mna 
ezeec^ngly pwt^to Cyms, and- had as abso> 
hMe away over htr royal conaorti effected a ccon- 
plete nconcilialicpT and ]»evaitedon the king lo 
teqtuath thoK provincea to ber.&vourite son 
wUch ba bad Kceody qipt^Rtbd iak to gowt^ 
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, . » Swti after tUs teanncdon, Dtriua Iifo' 
^ojf. thus died, m the niaeteenUi year of hi* 
K^, and left (he imperii diftdem to liib ' 
■on Artaces, vAo, eta bis ascending the thnme, 
assun^d the Qaine of Attaxerxes, ami received 
the appeOatioa of Mneitioi) from tJie Greeks, on 
accouQt of his extraordinaiy memory. It is re- 
kttedoftbisptince, that, while be waa fMcu^n^ 
^s dyi^ &.ther, he eatnestfy requested to be 
in&nned by vhai art the goreniEaeJit had beat 
so h^pily managed, that, by adopting the aamb 
rules, he might be blessed with simitar aucc^so. 
To tt^ interesting question Darius. replied, that 
he had constantly acted, to die best t>f his kooff* 
ledge, in c4>edie»ce to the dictates of justice asd 
religion. 

On the arrival of Anaxer&es at Pasargada, 
lather he wait to be aolemnly ioMigiuated, ft& 
ftr the Fenian custom, be was informed by one 
«f the priests, that his brother Cyras had formed' 
Ifae treason^le design of assassinating, him io 
fte tem[^. ; Upui this intelligence Cyrus was 
Kdured, and doomed to expiate his x>^nce by 
death ; but bis mother) Parysatis, solicited tb« 
king so pow^fiilly on bis behW, that 'he not' 
only revoked tiie sentence, bnt permitted him (o 
return unmolested to the goremment of Asia 
minor. . i 

Cyrus retumed.to bm gorenmieilt with aenti* 
dients of tcYcn^ against his brother, and re- 
sided to esett aU bia dxfitiec to diive him froia 
the throne. Accordingly, he employed Cfcarchesj 
a Lacedsmoniaa genera], te. raise a body of 
Greek troops ibr bis servke ; {M^vallcd on the 
cities under the government »[ Timfdiemea tal 
Kvoltfromtft»iraIIe(^ance, and, at vsriona ^w- 
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oaofl prettncest anendded fiiicn opetijf and 
famnb^ demanded the ntpl protecdtn. agusat 
Tlssaphernea. 

Finding tiiat Artaxentes was efiectually de> 
. wrtd br tfaeae af^>earence», he hastened to tha 
•ccompbifament (^ Ms gnad deugn, and took 
aHck measuRS as Becmed to promise the most 
aniple success toso daring an entcrprizet The 
anny which he had raised cotiMsted of thiiteesf 
tbowand GreeEs, and one hundred thousand 
regular troopB of other nations ; and the fleet 
coDsiated of thirty-five ships, under the com- 
'Hiand of Pythagoras, a Lacedxmonian, and 
twenty^Te under Tamas, an Egyptian admirali 
Having, at length, got a]l things in readiness^ 
the young prince coinraenced his march fix>in 
Sai^ toward the upper parts of Asia, pretcnt^ 
iug that he was advancing agtunst the Haidians, 
who had frequently harassed his province with 
|M«datory incursions. However, as these prepa- 
rations were evidently too great for so trifling an. 
'enterprise, Tissaphemes hastened to court, and 
convinced the king so effectually of his brother's 
designs, that he assembled a numerous army ttt 
meet him. 

Meanwhile, the rebel prince, atfvandng by- 
Img marches, arrived at the straits of Cilicia,, 
and found Syennesis, king of that country, pre- 
pared to dispute his passc^ ; but the appearanc* 
of Tamas and the Lacedaemonian fleet upon the 
coast compelled Syennesis to abandon his design, 
and provide tor the safety of bis own territories. 

Cyrus, having surmounted this difiiculty, and 
appeased a mutiny of the Greek soldiers by some 
mi^ificent promises, arrived at the plains of 
Cunaxa, in the prorince of Babylon, ^erc he-' 
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fiiimd,U9.bn>ther,'''bt1tbd.hatd pf;nine(!mnd«ed 
thousand, tata, reidr .for battle. He httne- 
diately leaped from hia chariot, and ordetvd hi« 
troops to stand to tbeir arms,' mthout allowing 
them any time for refreshment- The fitat shock 
clF^ the £rreek mercenaties' W'Ss so dretldfiil, that 
one wins of the jtiyal ='""V was, instantly put ut 
Sigbt, and Cyrus was proclaimed king wilh.re- 
litated a(^clainations i rwhilat he advanced agajtist 
Artaxenfes with bIk hwidred chosen horse, com' 
pelted a detachment of the body guards to re- 
treat, and H'Ued-ArtagerseS, their captain, with 
his own hand. During this encounter he disco- 
vered his brotiier, upon which he esclaimied, " I 
see him !" atid, spurring on his horse, engaged 
bim with such fuiy as seemed to chwige the bat- 
tle into a single combat, each of the brothers en- 
deavouring to assui'e himself of the eni[ure by. 
the destruction of his competitor. Cyrus killed 
his brother's horse, and wounded him on the 
■ gfpund, and, when he had mounted another, the. 
^ripus prince attacked him again with such im- 
petuosity, that he must inevitably have tieeri kil-. 
led, had not the guaida immediately dischtaged. 
a volley of arrows ^;ainst his assailant ; who,; 
Uitviwing hitnaclf h^dlong upon the king, was 
pierced through with hb javefin, and fell lifeless, 
at his feet. Artaxerxesthen caused the head 
and right hand of the rebel to be cut off, and pe- 
netrated into the enemy's camp, where he pos- 
sessed hitttself of the greatest part of their bag-, 
gage aJid provisions. 

The Greeks having defeated the king's left 
wing, commanded by Tissaphernes, and the right; 
wing of Artaxerxes having routed the left of ihe- 
enemy, both parties were ignorant of what ha^r- 



:sdi.,Google 



.penedin^atlwrparUortbeannf, and both con- 
. gratuUted themselres on their great achieve- 
.tneiUs; but when the king received intelligence 
thai his men had been put to JUght by the Greeks, 
h^ immediately rallied his troops,. in order to 
■eyeil^ .bis disgrace. However) the Greeks, 
.under the command of Clearchus, repulsed and 
.'ctnised them lo the neighbouring hills. At the 
.aiq^roach of night the Greeka returned to their 
.camp, which they found had been recently plun- 
. dered ; and next morning, they received intelli- 
. -gence of Cyru3.'s death, aad the utter defeat of 
-that part of the army. Upion this nqwa they ten- 
dered t^r services to Ariacus, oH'ering, as con- 
. querorsi to bestow the Persian diadem on him 
.inrtcad of Cyrus ; but, on his rejecting their 
. oBer, and advising them to follow hiin to Ionia, 
. they quitted their camp about midnight, and 
readutely puriued their march through the heart 
of the Peruan emiure and the royal detachments, 
^which perpetually harassed them, till, aiter a 
,y>uruey of two thtuisand three hundi'ed and 
-tventy-five miles,, they arrived aafely at the 
Creek citie»on. the Eusine Sea. This memo- 
. nbie retreaf was at hrst conducted by Clearchus, 
buthcbcingcut otTby Tiasaphemes, Xenophon 
was chosen in his room ; and, by his extraordi- 
- ttary pradence and valour, the Greeks effected 
: their noble design. . 

. . Artaxentes, believing that he had killed his 
rebeUious brother with his .own band, and re- 
garding it as the most glorious ac;Jonof bis lile, 
was highly incensed against Mithndates, a young 
. oqblentu^ wbo boasted that he had given the 
mortal blow widi his javelin. He accordingly 
delivei'ed this unibr[unat£ ^ person to Parysatis, 
Vol. VIII. K 
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who caused him to fae taBated ; a :| 
alreadf * deacr^ied saaos^ the co&tomi of tbc 
PernuiB. A Carian soldier also, wbo daimwl 
the honoar of killii^ ^ynU) was tortiued ia tbe 
most dreadful manner &r. ten da;B,«nd then pat 
to an agonizing death ; andthe euoiioh) irfa*, ia 
obedience to the royal eomniand, had cut off the 
iiead and hand of the revtdted prince, Tras flayed 
alive, and his skin stretched out upon two >t^w 
before his eyes. Nor did the asmtge: reseBtmcnt 
of ParysatiB atop here, for, having conceived an 
inqdacoble hatred against Statira, the conaort of 
Artagtencca, thtfitmaaedhermlhe/ollaainf^Taaa- 
-nert Having invited the queen to au|iper, an 
preteoee of a reconcDiatiiHi after a disagnetncpt 
eonceniing the late revolt, Parjisatis ordered « 
certain tHrd to be served up whu^ was a gieat 
rarity among the Persians, and lUvided it bt- 
tweea Statira and betBdi^ «ith a knife that was 
poisoned on one «de< Statira, beng enooomged 
by.the example of her eaetny, cbceriiillr paitocfc 
of the repast ; but she waa soon seizml with 
ccnvoluooa, aad, after a Geiw hoim, ejtiurad. 
'The king, suspecting his mother as the cauaeef 
tins accident, caused alt herdomeatlcB to be put 
to the torture, and by that method digcovetrd 
the vhole soene. Gygys, one of her confidents, 
.was then sentenced to a cruel death, and Pary- 
satis herself was confined to ^al^loa ; but, at 
length, ArtBKerKe^ permitted her ta return to 
court, and received her again into &vaur. 
p Q_ Tissapbcmca was no sooner sent bade 
4co> to hia government, after thp death of 
Cyrus, than he began to ofpren tile 
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Gcecb <ati«B that. ve»e utaittd' within tfte nrge- 
ofliM amfaorirFr andhut etpotiaed Uncuuetd 
the decEued prince* U^mn thisoocHnoa^-tlxf 
aeatanetnbfw^'io-uiifiliiretteptMectioiiof Oe 
Laoefofncmiansjsad t^tuned M Mnwar ■ohaUe 
to IJidr ddHR ; ftr tbU- people^ havhtg' ended 
Aeir cc»teM wiilr AAmhb^ lUMi being denroos of 
nvGDging ihorandnt injuries upm tbePecn- 
ans, sent a {nwerful army, under Thnnbro> to. 
tti:k (be'ficM gainst ToMphernes ; but Tbim- 
bn bang sooKKcaUed, aad sentiMs exile, Dcs- 
c^flidas was'iiDBamated to micceed him in the 
commtatdt Thii gcnend, recunng iMel^mce 
that Tiawf^emeft mad FtuumbaznB, goKmon 
flC the DK^Uauring ptoTince% were at Tariascc, 
pndn^ node ■ tniee withtlw kKioaf, and p«- 
nrmed sacb pt«£g^ of vtioat aguut the bt- 
Icc, as. aotn OMnpdled tun to CRive a seosatioD of 



rqunrtcninffithftiia; wMlst 
BcdtotbcFeniattccur^ with 
gitevDua cemptointB against Tiss^iJunaea, attd ' 
pRfubd OB Mi9 king ta iaaua out wden Soe the 
eqnqmcBt of ftpoimufiil, fleet, which might sail 
aider t&e coaunaiid at Consni tn Athcraan «x- 
ik^ who then rciided at Cypn»> 

MeanifehilcDercyUidas, having tnade himiBir 
master of Attina, vec^sed oiden btmitW Lir 
oedUnodnu tn m^Tcb into Caria^ ttpoa the niiK 
poudoa tbi^ Timaphmwa- would tcMdilr ««»B{ily 
irith Mtf demanih for the safe^ of that pnnmn* 
TUa <q»Bioiit howorcr, proved iB-ioundcdi for 
Tiuai^ienM and Pkani^Bzaa m> •oooerhewd 
of the Greekfs apfnach» tkan then united their 
fwees, and came up with htm in aA disadTanta- 
geoua a pest» that aa immetBate attack would) in 
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aU pcobaUlitjri'hnc cmnpletcdhn niiB. Pfaam- 
bazuBinautodon tlwexpedtewy ofthia mamure^ 
but Tissai^erDes, recxtUectiDg his danger at the 
battle of Conaxa, sent heralds to ioTite DercyUi- 
dw to a pariey, in wtnch a truce was ^reed on, 
till the ansmn of their rei^clivcmaaters aboald 
be knowiu , Thtis were the Grecian anuf rescu- 
ed from destructtcHi by the puiiUamnuty of thdr 
«iKinv. 
„ „ The Laced3:moDians, hearing that Ar^ 
■ j'^s' taxenrea was eqiripping a fiMinidaUe Beet 
on the coasts of Phicmce, Syria, and Citi- 
cia, sent AgeaUaus, one of their kings, with a 
csn^derable bodyof troops, into Asia, in ordev 
lo make a diversion. Ttua afiair was managed 
. with such secrecy and. expedition, that Agesilaus ' 
loaded at Ephesus before any of the king's o& ' 
ficcrs had the least indmatian of his design, and' 
began to conquer all before him ^.the head of 
ten thousand foot^ and four, tboosand horset 
Tisssphcmes, bnng wholly unprepared fi>r war,- 
artfully concluded a truce) on pretence of rc>- 
preBendng the demands of the Lacedxmonians 
to his master, but, in reality, to gaiti sufficient ' 
timefbr assemying a powcdul army. Accord- 
ingly, on his rec^Ting a numerous body offerees, 
from the lung, he peremptorily ordered Agesi- 
laus to depart from Asia, threatening him with ' 
an immediaee attack in case of refiisBl< Tlus 
mess^e esdted much unea^ness am^g the La- 
cedxmonian troops, who were conscious of their 
inability to withstand a force which had now 
been joined by auxiliaries from every part of the 
Persian empire; but Agesilau^ their valiant 
leader, listened to the het^s with ^qiuent sa- 
tis^don, and gaily observed, that he was under 



11, Google 



peksiju 101 

^CBt oUtpUkHls t» Tiwqrfiemw, , for hNving! 
Vat^cned the friuidship of the godS) bf Ju» 
petjury* from Perua to Greece- Having thus 
dlomiwed the Persiaa herslde, b« made & fein^ 
u if steditatlng th« invauon (^ Caria ; hut 
whilBt TlwBpbemes mwched to the relief of 
that pmniKe, be tuifted suddenly up«i Phi^- 
g;iai wbera he reduced Mverg] towns, and led hii 
troops bec^ to Epbesus, loaded with an immeiue 
booty< . . 

In the begiiuiuig of the apnnst AgcailauB took 
dte fieU) and pfodaimed his intention of invad- 
ing Lydia. TinapbenMB, Buepecting that he 
ntber dengoed to fiill upc« Cwiai marched hia 
troop* to the defeacc of diat piDvioce ; but Age- 
ailaus actually entered Lydia, and a[4»oached r»> 
pidly towards Swdis. The Fersifui forces were 
now KcaUed fitnn their former routei hut Carta 
betng a monJOtainoua oountrrt and very unfit for 
the toleration of the A»«tic cavalryi tJieir elfom 
were rendered dxirtiv* ; «ad the Laoeditmoni- 
am, harisgobtaineda complete victory:, overrun 
the wlioltf pronnce, and enn<^ed tbentsetves 
iriA the iqxttis (tf the enemy. 

Incensed by the ill success -of this campaigini' 
and irritated by the compkdnts of Conon and 
Parysatii, the king resolved to put Tissapbemas 
to detih i but, as on open attack niiglit haw 
been attended with danger, <»i account of th« 
gimit authority which he possessed in Asia, it 
was resolved to cut trimoff by artifice* Accordt- 
in^, TithmuUes, captain of the guaMs, vm 
&nushed witli two letters, one direoted to Tisaar 
pbemes, empowering: him to cairy on the war 
according to his own. judgment, and the otber 
addressed to Aiixus, govenwr of Laiissa, charge 
ii.2 
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log him to assist Tithraiistes wilb his coiuucl 
Mid forces against Tissaphemes. Aiixus, on 
Ae receipt of bit letter, iiivited the destined vic- 
tim to come to hitn, that they might consult 
about tbe operations of the ensuing canipaigtt. 
Tissaphernea immediate)^' went to Larissa, with 
a guard of only three hundred men, not suspect- 
ing any evil design ; but whilst he was bathing, 
according to the Peraiah custom, he was seized 
by onjer of Tithraustes, who caused his haad lo 
be stnick'off, and sent into Persia. 

Tithraustes, succeeding to the goremmeDtof 
TiHstq)h ernes, sent messengers to expostulate 
with Agesilaus on the impttpriety of continuing 
the war after the author of their differences wa» 
put to death. The Lacedaemonian piince repli- 
ed, that he could not accede to any proposals' 
without orders from Sparta, but that he was wit- 
ling to oblige Tithraustes by quitting his pro- 
vince. Accordingly, he led his troops into Phiy- 
gia, Tithraustes having sent him thirty talents,' 
to' defray the expenccs attendant on his jMuney. 

During his march, Agesilaus recuved'£s- 
patches from Sparta, in which he was appMnted' 
sole.commanderof all the forces in Asia,'both 
by sea and land. He accordingly marched down 
to the sea-coast, to settle the i ' ' ~" ' 



mense treasure, maintaining his army in afBu^rxs 
OD the territones of Phamabazus. Thence 'he 
marched into Paphl^;onia, and concluded a 
league with Cotys, king of that country ; and, 
retunung to Phrygia, took up his winler resi- 
dence in the strong dty of Dascyltnm. How- 
ever, whilst he was thus prosecuting the war in 
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Asm, TIAniiMes tobk such' meast^vs tor re 
kmdHi^ hoatitides in Greece by b» emiuariea,' 
that the -dtics of Thebes^ Corinth, and Ai^os,' 
entered into a confedertty, and compelled thei 
LKAlcmimians to recat'thtiirjiing for the [ffe- 
■ervation of hi> owih country, 
-g^ P €oiKa),Mihiirettln)iiromcoiiTt,-)i^ving* 
- jj,^ 'bttrag^t aaup^y of meney, inns, and 
proviuons) far the fleet, went on board 
- vith Phamabazua, arid iriimediately set sail in 
quest of the enemy. The adverse armamentB 
came'irittiiii view of each «tfaeir hear Cnido^ a 
maritime city: of Asia minor, and each of the 
commanders seemed detinnined on tBin^ their 
utmost CxertionB. Pisanderv whem Ageailaus 
had a[^nted admiral' b£- the Lac^dxmontangi 
ttehaved with extraordinary cduTage, atid.httd, 
at first, a con^erablc advantage, but his vessel 
being boarded, Endlumself bIbId' by Cotton, his 
countrymen betook themselves to fiight ' in so 
diabrderly a manner, that Conon captured fifty 
of their ships, and obtained a complete victory. 
The triumphimt commanders then Sailed round 
the Astatic coasts and istetdb, till:tbcy had re- 
duced all the cities which, in - tboae parts, ' were 
subject to the Lacedamoniaosi pUagcd the ma- 
ritime paits of' LacoDia, and loaded thdr fleet 
with immetne treasures. After these exploits, 
Phamabazus -retumed to his government of 
Phtygiai and Conon sailed to Athens, with 
dghty shipsand fifty talents, for the 'purpose of 
tEbuiUiii^ the wall of that city. 

*Tb« ratoruiui of AtlKiu ga«t nicb offence to tbc 

Lacedzi^DBlaiis, ttug they <;once>vc<l ihc n>oit unplacabl* 
hjtredagSinst Conon, and, sooa aflerward, procured hii 
drag ra ce at court, byKcusine him if having porloined the 
liiiig't mDne;^ fortbe nccutiuD of that work. 
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Coofcivided bj this dinMori and coMSm* oC 
tlieir iiMbUity to mainlain tbtt wmr, the LKedK- 
DHoiaBa aent Aatalddu, one of tiidv citizsna, 
U the governor <d SardiBt mjoiniog bini to eoD- 
obadeapEacefaidiebcst tennahe cwdd obtun* 
Athena and the other dtiea <it Greece atao aent 
their depnties, and a tieatf ma aooD conduded, 
bf which Anbdcidaa basdf ■uiraxleml to the 
Pemanaalltfioae Greekdtieaui Ans, fbrfibertjr 
of wluch AgeulBUB had bo long^ aad ao brartdy 



ArtazerxCB, bang- thna disengaged from the 
Grecian war, tesotred to turn all his fanxa 
i^iaiostEaagwM, kin^of Cjrprua, iriionihe had 
long before tkoigned to expel finra thai idand. 
Accordiiigt^, he sent thither an atnif of three 
hundred thouund men, nnder the cenmuind of 
)ua own son-ia-law, Orontes, and a Sect of time 
hundred ehips, under Gaus, tbe son of Tamiu, 
whilst Tiribazus vras appointed commander in 
chief bo^ of the land and sea forces In this 
extremity Eui^raa applied to all the powers 
who were at enmity widt tlie Peiwans, and re- 
ceived ample suppHes from Egypt, Lybia, Ty- 
lia, Aratna, and other countries. The Atlie- 
tuans also, notwithstanding the recent treaty 
with Artaxerxes, sent ten ships of war to the 
assistance of their (dd ally ; and, yfhcn these- 
were defeated and captured by the Lacedtemo- 
nians, ttiey sent another fleet, and a conaidenhle 
number of .land forces, under the command of 
Chabrias, who arn»ed safely, and soon reduced' 
the whole island under Euagoras. However, 
Chabrias was soon recalled, in consequence of a 
new treaty with the king of Persia, and Cyprus' 
was thus deprived of any £uther succour from 
Greece. 
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, Easgoffi9,'li*<riiiK al'leosth csUected ■- Beet 
of two hundred uil, adranced, \rith the &eua£> 
BDce iof his allies, tO' attack die whok Perwaa bn 
qiamoit. ' His &at jdiock. wm irreeUtible, and 
he cafihired and destroyed BcTcrai of the eDemyV 
vrandB-; but Gaua, adwuwhig with a freah aqtijiid- 
roD,. attacked lum with auch reaolutiai, and.ex-- 
tubited so-gjoriDiia an eum[de of undaunted bra- 
vitry, that the rest of the Peruana reoorered their' 
^Biita, rebuned to the charge, and, at length>- 
obtained a complete ^ctoiy ; the confedetMCB be- 
iag chased tp tbur Rspective harbours, and £u< 
agons himself compdled to cetire to StUamine* 
where hewas doaely besieged both by-sea otid 
land. 

Whilst the-' victorious TlribazuSi went in per- 
son to acquaint bis soTereign with these transa&- 
tioDs, and toTetjuest a new supply for tbe prosc> 
cution of the .wan, Euagoras peAetrated through, 
the PcEsian -fleet, in the dead of the night, with 
tea ships, in hopes of peimwlin^ Achoris, kit^! 
<tf £gypt, to esponac hie cause with a powcrfid 
army*. However, this expectatibn was fiiistiat- 
od, and Salamine was codnced to such extremi- 
ties, that Eusigoras, On his return, was obliged) 
toc^tuiate. The proposate madeby.Tiribaztjs 
were, that all the cities of Cyprus sliould be 
siiaadaaed, except SBhunine* which Euagoras 
should bold- of the king as a servant under hiai 
maateiv , Eu^oras readily consented to the firaL 
OMiditicfD, but poutivdjr refused to subrait to thit 
]aat; and, uptui finding the Persian comtna&dcri 
inflexible, he broke ofT tbe conference, and ap-. 
ptiod his thoughts entirely to the f(>rtificati<»t ofi 
the city. 

^ A&uivhiie Orontn vhe cwnmafldedthe hnd^ 
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fluvws, becancjedoasaf hiB-Buperior, IMuzfis, 
tad Knt Such flccusatioiu agaiiut Inm K>' iix> 
eourf, dut AtHxenti imnediatBly ordcicd the 
aa^XMed tr&itor (o be carried prisoner to 9tMS ; 
at the ume time cDnfertingihcdueC cuBmand 
HpMi the unprincipled accuaer. Onmtes.&diq*- 
AuB invMtsd with ample authority, and'Avad^ 
ing a ddkctiMii of Iub troopSr wb& bcgmtti «>•' 
Init ttdiaw of n tnutinous dispAsMonr haitenetl 
to cottdiAle K peMc mA EaagDM%. bf vhkli it' 
WM s^nktcd, that be sbould twldSalkidiie aa 
m tribotuy mraiarch wider tfas- kihg^^ b£ Emrab 
Thus CemtiiMLtsd aiwix iTfaicbfaad cost the Per> 
■but fifty tbimand talettta, oc ntar ten-nufiioBs.- 
sterling. 

ThiB tna^ waano aaaaerTv6&^ th^Gaas, 
ve>ariiBg'tfa«ii:^ne« of fada ktawMO Tiribuwi 
ecnctoded « affiance nilh Atdni^ king oC 
EgffMv a^insl Actazcraca, andpicniledcn the 
LacedxmcnDaH till JQiB the OHifedntlcf ; buthe-' 
fore these gnat pnjeffa woe anfficieiitly- lipe fiar. 
toKcHioo, Gaw vna. tpeachemuafy Huaannated 
broncof lua offioen^ and the -death of Tachn^ 
- lAa andatMdt M cany m the sane dengDt rea- 
dcKd aU the pnpantimiB adtirdr naricsa. 
- - Artaxenea dot nsolved oa. an o^adi-: 
43^ tioa agnnst the Cadtaivu, a warlike 
Nce» «b« iidnbited a-mouDtaimuatract 
between the Euxoie leid Csspkn leas. He ac- 
cndngly maitihGd in pcraon agaaut thet% at 
tlie head of twtaty dmisand hwse and thraa 
hundrad diousaud ftat ; but die Bterilitji of tbe 
country proring inimical to die sut^ateooe <^ 
iiv sumemas ba trrtiyi ihey were aoon com- 
pelled to feed upon the beasts of burden; aiid< 
ami ihrciN! became ao seasee) that on au'a 
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tead 'WM wiMd M wtty AkAibm. bt IbU 
dmdiul (sQtt^GBcr Tbibuns, who feUowodl 
tbc «ouR as « priaooei^ coaCrived n BtnUsgei») 
■4acb KSdHcd the Pcntans from impelling 
mill. Undor^nding that the CadtuiainJMd 
tMo^aa^ .«iw irere cacan^ed ^nn, aad htd 

usHKondft .jcaku^. <tf «ach others [xnrar, he 
pverailsd OD ArtaxaxM to enter into tteatr 
iRth fham^iand to cntnnt lum with the <n)aBtge* 

"Xitnt. JtecotdiBgJr) ^ went in penon to one 
of ^diekuigs, >od seat hia jsob to the other, a$- 

■ mring each that the other bad sent a pnTatc 

- embas^ to-the Penam caoop, ud adviHOg Um 
tenuke hia peace a» soon u fcsnble, that thie 
tantM nigte be more adTantageouB. Ttieae 
aeliid n^pdatkn wete oowiied with auoccai, 
widTiiibazus^oDhisretain toSuiB, waa cleared 
fiomt^chai^ef tuaa(m,.Biid reinstated ia lus 

- teiper ibooDiHfc 

.ArtUMcxcs, haviog drawn some powerfiil 
aaiulit&ica from Greece, and ex«rud hmwelf to 
cotnpoae the dometuc troubles of that countr}-, 
'Evolved Ux^nsttsetheEgyptiaaa, who bad lo^ 
before shaken off. the Peraimi yoke. Acoordiagty, 

- the forces wereaaaeinbled.U Ace, ainaecaJledFte- 
lemais, where, upon a general wview, &e anny 
ms found to cenGiat of two huodredtheuaaad Per- 

-aians, under. Phmtnebaziw, and twenty thousand 
Greahsi BBder the comaiand of jphicnUea. The 
naval amtamcntwas also ipn^wrtionate, for it 
4iOB««ted of tfanee. bondDed. galleys, beside an 
iDcredible number of veascla.' laden mdi prori- 

-elMts. Th&war waa intended tocommence with _ 
the siege :of Pehuium; and both the fieet and 
array began to jpo^'e at the same time, that they 
night ectiii^aancert OS occaaionir^ulqed. 
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Whilst IIh) Penofuis wcrri cn^tfjmd in .mddi^ 
these arrsngementB, NecCaneUs, lung of 'Egypt, 
received intdllgenoe of tUI tiieir deSigiM, wad 
took such measures fbrthi defence «f BelnMom, 
that the approach to it 'was soon Tendered im- 
lirticticable bf sea and land. Iiwt^ttd, therefore, 
dF maUng the descent which had first b«ea 
'projected, the invaders sidled te tbe> Mendesian 
-iDOath of the Nile, where the^r' landed their 
troops with fittle difficultr, reduced the fortieaa 
that defended it, and put the Egyptian garnaon 
to the: swoid. Iphiccates then ^noposed to re- 
'cinba)4c withoiu loss (^ time, ahd attack. Mem- 
-j^s, the cental, beEnre the .Egyptians couhl 
'KCOTer&omthev constematioR'; but ^e^'inain 
body of the army not- being codk up, Pfaioaa- 
bazus refused to undertake any Uu^ bdfore 
thdr arrival. The valiant Greek) cxaipenited 
at the thought of lodng so favourable an o^wr^ 
tanity, eamesdy requested permission to attem[« 
the place with the mercanuies who w«re under - 
his command^; but Pbanmbazus obstinalely 
withheld his ctnsent, and thus gave the Cgyp- 
tians time to provide cSectually for the preser- 
vation of their hberty. IHi^iiabazus, perceiv- 
ing his error toalate, endeavouped to expiae the 
ill socceas of the expedition by throwing .the 
blame on Iptucrates,- and he, with raoie justice, 
recriminated upon Phambouis i but, as the 
latter m%ht lie reasonably expected to obtain 
the greatest &vour at court, Iphicrates prudeatLy 
hived a vessel, and retired to Athens* 
^ Q .About twelve years after this uiuuc- 
363.' cessfiil invasion, Artaxentes aent another 
army against the Egyptians ; but this 
proved eqiujly unfortunate wiUi the fonner, and 
Egypt stiil retiuned its independence. 
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TowKrdi tbe ckue of this reign ArtKxeniM 
deemed it advisable to silence the contentions of 
fah children* respecting the succession ; and ac- 
cordmg^y permitted Darius, his elder son, to as- 
sume the regal title and wear the tiara even in 
hb lifetime : but these honours were so &r from 
satisfying the young prince's ambition, that he 
soon entered into a conspiracy with Tiribazuaf 
against his fiither's life, and iiKed a day fur the 
perpetration of his unnatural design. Hia in- 
gratitude, however,' was timely discovered, and 
received its just reward. 

■ On the death of Darius and his associates, the 
Pernan court was again rent into fectiona, three 
of the princes, viz. Ariaspes, Ochus, and Arsa- 
meft, becoming competitors for the crowp. 
Ochus, prompted by a restless ambition, soon 
contrived the destruction of his two rivals, prac- 
tising so effectually Mi the credulity of Ariaspes, 
that he poisoned Wmself to elude the imaginary 
resentment of the king ; and causing Araames to 
be assassinated by the son of Tiribazus. These 
acts of cruelty overwhelmed Artaxerzes with 
such insupportable grief, as terminated his mor- 
tal existence, in the ninety-fourth year of bb age 
and the Ibrty-sixth of his reign. 

Conscious of the veneration in which 

■ ■ g ■ his lather's justice and clemency were 

held throughout the whole empire, and 
apprehensive of the ill consequences that might 

* Dariua bad a hundred and fifteen mnt by h» cdbcD' 
bints,- uid ibree by hit queen, viz. Dariui, Ariupcs, and 
Dduu. 

t Tiribaius having been twice disaiipointed of a princcsi 
whom Artairnea had promised him in marriage, entered 
into thia conFederacy to revenge the ai&ont. 
Vol. Vm. L 
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reault from an avowid of his acceation while . the 
people's miods were enflanied by the recent imin- 
der of their princes, Ochus prevuled oa theoEGir 
cers of the household to conceal the king's deathj 
and craftily assumed the adminisUatiim. of go- 
vernment in the name of Artaxerses. HaviDg 
continued this practice near ten months, and 
caused himself^ as by his Other's order, to be 
proclmmed king in all parts of tlie empire, he at 
length publisbeil the death of Artaxences, and 
publicly ascended the throne. 

The proclamation of the old king's death ira» 
immediately followed by an insurrection in seve- 
ral of the provinces, which diverted more than 
half the imperial revenues into difierent channel^ 
and threatened the existing government with ai^ 
nihilation ; but, the leaders of the confederacy 
dis^reeing among themselves, the rebellign ter- 
minated withoutany efTusion of blood, and Ochus 
was firmly established on the throne. 

This monster of cruelty was no sooner pos- 
sessed of absolute authority, than be began to 
fill his capital and the whole empire with canu^e 
and misery. He caused Ocha, his oiwn sister 
and mother m law, to be butied alive ; shut up 
one of his uncles, with a hundred of his sons and 
grandsons, in a court of the palace, where they 
were massacred by a body of archers ; and put 
all the branches of the royal fimiily to death, 
without any regard to ;^, sex, or proximity of 
blood. Similar barbaiides were eseixriscd on e31 
who afforded him the slightest pretence of an- 
ger ; and the richest blood of Persia was fre- 
quently shed by the bands of the executioner. 

Whilst the nobles groaned beneath this insup- 
portable tyranny, and the commonalty shrunk 
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with horror irom the name of theu" aaDgrdnary 
monarch, a laudable spirit of iDdignation began 
to appear in some of the provinces, and the smo- 
thered flames of discontent again broke out into 
open rebelhon. Ochus, hearing that Artabazus, 
governor of one of the Asiatic provinces, had 
rerolted, and engaged the assistance of Chares, 
on Athenian commander, sifnt an army of se> 
vent}' thousand men to quell the iDsurrection, 
tart they were cut to pieces by the Athenian 
forces ; and the king found it expedient to send 
a threatening message to Athens, in order to de- 
li^^ himself from the opposition of the valiant 
Chares. Artabazus then procured a supply of 
five thousand men from the Thebans, and with 
this remforcemcnt gained two signal victories 
over the king's forces : but Ochus contrived to 
b<^ off the new ^lies, and Artabazus was com- 
plied to seek an asylnm in Macedonia. 

This revolt was tcartxlj quelled, when the Si- 
donians and other nnttvea of Phtenice resolutelf 
armed themselves ag^nst their oppressor, and, 
with the assistance of four thousand Greek itier- 
oenaries, chased the Persians out of their terri- 
tories : die Cypriots also joined with the Pb<Eni- 
cians and Egyptians in the same confederacy, 
and the rebelUon began to wear a fbrmidid^le ap. 
pearance. 

Ochus, alarmed at these proceedings, sent 
messengers to Idriens, king of Caria, enjoining 
iuin to invade the i^ioid of Cyprus without de- 
lay, and take the most ample vengeance upon 
the iuhaliitants. Idriens, accordingly, sent out 
eight thousand Greek mercenaries, under die 
command of Phocion an Athenian, and Evago- 
ras son of Ntcocles, who had been driven from 
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his temtory of Salamtae by his uncle Protago- 
ras. The troops, having landed without any 
considerable opposition, and receiving some rein- 
fcrcements from Syria and Cicilia, prepared to 
execute the orders of Ochus, and invested Sala- 
niine by sea and land. Meanwhile, the king hav- 
ing assembled a numerous army, marched in 
person against the Phmnicians, effected the re- 
duction of Sidon, and compelled all the other ci- 
ties to make submissions. He then marched into 
Judea, where he reduced the city of Jericho : and 
having made peace with the Cyprian kings, led 
his victorious troops into Egypt, as we have al- 
ready noticed iii the history of Ihat country.* 

Having reduced all the revolted provinces, dis- 
missed the Greek mercenaries to their respective 
countries, and established peace throughout the 
empire, Ochus abandoned himself without re- 
serve to the gratification of his depraved appe- 
tites, and left the administration of afiairs en- 
tirely to his favourite ministers, Bagoas an Egyp- 
tian eunuch, and Mentor a Rhot^n, who had 
contributed in a great measure to the success of 
the late campaign. Accordingly, these men 
agreed to divide the power between them, the 
foj-mer governing all tlie provinces of the upper 
Asia, and the latter ruling those of the lower. 

Whilst the afTaii-B of Persia were in this 
' situation, and Ot^us passed his time 
amidst every species of luxury and vo- 
luptuousness, B^joas determined to revenge the 
insult offered to his religion at the subjugationf 
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t At the reduction of Egypt, Bagoas cicrted himself la 
iiiflueccf the king in favour of the Egyptian ceremonies ; 
but he, in oppoeiiion to every remonsinmce, pilbged all 
the templei, and slew the tacrtd bull Apis. 
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ofE^yt, uid accordingly prevailed on the king's 
pbyucian to adnoinister a strong poison instead 
of medicine to his royal benefactor. Having " 
accomplished this purpose, he caused another 
corpse to be buried instead of the king's ; and, 
because Ochua had compelled his attendants to 
eat the flcshof their god Apis, he cut his flesh 
in pieces, and threw it to the cats, making of his 
bones handles for swords. He then placed Arses, 
the youngest prince, on the throne, and con- 
demned all the others to death, that he might 
secure to himself tlie supreme authority, while 
Arses was permitted to bear the empty name of 
a monarch. 

Arses bad Dot long assumed the insignia oF 
iwyaJty before he was well apprised of the eu- 
nuch's willed practices ; but whilst he was con- 
certing measures to bring him to condign piH 
nishment, Bagoas effected hia destruction, with 
^at of his whole tamily, in the second year c^ 
hisrei^. 

n Q B^oBshaving thus preserved his own 
- jjg/ life by Ihemurderof the king, bestowed 
the imperial diadem on Darius Codomanc- 
nus,* (a descendant of Darius Nothus,) who was 
ftt that time governor of Armenia. He had not, 
however, long enjoyed the sovereignty, when the 
ambitious eunuch determined to remove him, and 
with this design provided a deleterious potion ; 
ttut Darius, being 3{>priaed of his danger, turned 

* CodooiannueT che wn of Amaei and SI igambia, waa, 
ill the reign of Ochue, only an utanda, or perbun emplovird 
in carrying di«patch;s lo ihc governors of proTinces, but 
having vaUanlly engaged and vanquished, in single combat, 
a champion of the (^usianc, he was rewarded wilh the 
Xoverumtat cf Armcuia. 

L2 
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the mischief on the head of its author, and thm 
eMatdished himself on the throne without farther 
<^)position. 

In the second yea? of this reign, Alexander, 
Ung of Macedon, crossed the Hellespont at the 
head of a well disd[^ned army, to revenge die 
numerous injuries which Greece had received 
from the Persians during the space of three hun- 
dred years. On his arriral at the Granicus, he 
found the Pernan cavalry drawn up in order to 
expose his pass^;c, while the foot, consisting 
chiefly of Greek mercenaries, occupied an easy 
ascent behind the cavdry. Pairnenio, obserdng 
this disposition of the enemy's troops, advised his 
master to halt till the ensuing morning, the river 
being deep, the banks extremely craggy, and the 
Macedonian soldiers fatigued with their marchf 
while those of the Persians were refreshed by a 
peaceable encampment. But these reasons made 
no impression on the dauntless Alexander, who, 
regarding the Granicus with a look of contem^A, 
exclaimed that it would fix an indelible disgrace 
on himself uid his army, should he, after cross- 
ing the Hellespont, suSer his progress to be re- 
tarded by a rivulet. 

The adverse armies being drawn up in order 
df battle on the opposite banks of the river, con- 
tinued to survey each other for some time, as if 
dubious of the event. But the Macedonians had 
no sooner found a convenient place to pass, than 
a-strong detachment of horse plunged into the 
river, followed by Alexander at the head of the 
right wing, while the shrill trumpet sounded to 
arms, and the aii- resounded with acclamations. 
As they approached the banks amidst innume- 
rable showers of darts and arrows, a most dread- 
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hi eagagement ensued, the Macedonians striT^ 
ii^to effect a landing, and the Persians forcing 
them back into the river. The first ranka of the 
Macedonian cavahy were cut to pieces by Mem- 
non and his sons, who commanded in this place ; 
and the rest were compelled to retire to the.river; 
but Alexander putting himself at th^rhead, sooo 
ctiBDged the fortune of the day, and landed in 
i^te of oU <q^OGition. He then attacked the 
Persian home with irrcuBtible fury, and compel- 
led them, afler an obstinate ctHifiict, to give way> 
However, Si»throbates, son-in-law to Darius, 
and govenior of Ionia, still maintamed hb 
gjwiod with forty Persian grandees who attend- 
ed hint) ^)d used his utmost exertions to renew 
the coui-age of the fleeing troops. Alexander 
perceiving Ids gallant behaviour, advanced en 
fill! gallop to engage him i Spithrobates readilf 
accepted the combat, and both vrere slightly 
wounded at the first encounter. The Peruan 
having thrown his javelin without efiect, drew 
his sword, and advanced gainst his anti^nist ; 
but whilst his arm was raised to discharge a fii- 
riouB.blow, Alexander ran him through the body 
'With his pike. ■ At this moment Rosaces, brother 
to ^e vanijuished hero, gave Alexander so fii- 
tious a blow with his batUe-ax, that be beat off 
his plume, and slightly wounded his head through 
dte helmet ; but while he was preparing to repeat 
the blow, Clitus struck •ff his head with a scy- 
mitar, and thus saved the life of his beloved so- 
vereign. 

Encouraged by this success, and elevated to a 
pitch of martial enthusiasm by the glorious ex- 
ample of their king, the Macedonians now rush- 
ed with redoubled violence on the Persian cavalry. 
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and at length chased them from the field of Imt- 
tie i while the encmj'i in&uitry, seeing them- 
selves assaulted at once hj the cavalry and the 
Macedonian phalanx which had crossed the rivei^ 
made but little resistance* The Greek merce- 
naries effected an orderijr retreat to an adjacent 
eminence, whence they sent deputies request!]^ 
permiHsion-to march off unmolested ; but Alex- 
ander immediately rushed into the midst of them, 
and put them to the sword after a dreadfiil con- 
flict, in which his own horse was killed and him- 
self exposed to the moat imminent danger. In 
this engagement Alexander lost'but eighty-five 
horse and thirty toot soldiery while the loss of 
the Persians amounted to twenty thousand foot 
knd two thousand five hundred horse. 
' This decisive victory was followed by the im- 
mediate surrender of Sardis, which the ccHique- 
por declared a free city, pemtitting its inhabitants 
to live according to their own laws. lie then 
proceeded to Ephesus, where he offered nume- 
rous sacrifices to Diana, and assigned to her tem- 
jAt all the tributes that were usually paid to the 
Persians : here also he received embassies from 
Ttallis and Magnesia, with the keys of those ci- 
ties. From Ephesus he marched to Miletus, a 
place of conuderable strength, where Memnon 
had shut himself up with a body of his troops 
who had escaped from the battle of the Granicus, 
and was determined to make a vigorous defence. 
The Persian fleet made a feint in order to succour 
this city, but afier several fruitless attempts they 
sailed off, and Alexander, having invested the 
town, caused seeing ladders to be planted aa 
every side. Finding this attempt defeated by 
the obstinate resistance of the besieged, and un> 
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derstanding that they were amid^ supplied with 
provisions, he ordered all his engines to be raised, 
and battered the waits without intennisuon, tiU 
at length Memnon demanded to capitulate, and 
suirendered the city upon honourEd>le terms.* 

Having thus effected the reduction of Miletus, 
Alexander marched against Halicamassus, the 
metiTjpolis of Caria, into which Memnon had 
thrown himself with a chosen body of troops. 
The most consummate knowledge in the art of 
war and the most intre{Md brarcry were exhibited 
by the besiegers and the besieged on this occa- 
sion ; but, the padence of the Macedonians but* 
mounting every difiiculty, Memnon was at length 
compelled to evacuate the ciljr . Accordingly, 
be conveyed the inhabitants and their effects, tii 
the Persian fieet, to the island of Cos, and placed 
a strong garrison in the citadel, which was amply* 
fomished with all sorts of provision. Alexander 
finding ttte dty deserted, caused it to be entirel7 
demolished ; and hastened to the provinces cif 
Phrygia, Lycia, Pisi^a, Pamphylia, Paphl^o- 
nla, Galatia, and Cappadocia, which he succes- 
rivdy reduced, and bestowed on his particular 
&iends. 

Memnon, in the mean time, haring received 
authority to carry the war into Greece, took the 
scaittcrcd remains of the Peruan army oa board 
Ms fleet at the island of Cos, and reduced the 
islands of Chios and Leriios, except the city of 
Mitylene. Thence he intended to pass over into 
Eubffia, and make Greece and Macedtm the 

* The Milcwans were tuffered to live according to their 
ewD lawn, and Mentor with hii Grceki weie allowed to 
inarch out without molestation; but the Pciiianiwere either 
pnt todeatborioldfbi aluTo. 



11, Google 



lit peinA. 

great scene of action ; but irtulst be was cm- 
[rioyed in the uege of Mitfkne, his death cut 
■tKnrt these important designs, and induced Alex- 
ander to march mthout delsjt into upper Asia. 

The Macedc»uan prince having penetrated into 
Citicia, reonvcd intelligence that a numerous 
body of troopa was planted at an important pasa 
called the Straits, with a design to arrest hit 
progress. HoweTer, he advamed rcBdutely in 
psrsoU) and secured the pass, while the cowardly 
Persians bettxA thcmsclTcs to flight. He then 
proceeded to Tarsus, a rich aiui flourishing city, 
iriach the Persians had jusl set on fire, but wludi 
be rescued &om destruction by his timely arrival. 

Meanwhile Darius had begun his mandi at the 
Iwad of a numerous anny, with all the pomp of 
ft tiiumphing conqueror. Before the army waa 
borne, on silver altars, the sacred fire, attended 
by the magi and three hundred and uxty-fi^e 
yotUhs apparelled in scariet robes. Next carac 
a sunqituoua chariot consecrated to Jupiter, 
diawn by white horses, and followed by a bean- 
lifiil animal, whkh they called the horse of the 
sun : the e^uerriee wei« arrayed in while gar- 
ments, and had two golden rods in their hsmds. 
Af^r Uiese came ten magnificent chariots en- 
riched with curious sculptures in gold and silTciv 
and foUowed by the vanguard of cavalry, com- 
posed of twelve nations aU armed in a difiercnt 
manner. Next appeared the Immortal Band, 
insisting of ten thousand choaen I^rsiana, 
cl<^ed in robes of g<Al tissue, having large 
deeves garmshed with precious stoites, and wear- 
ing collars of pure gold. About thirty paces 
distant were the king's reladons, to the nnndier 
of fifteen thousand, hatuted like women, end 
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nurptsHOg ercD the InMaoitU Bodyinthe ridi* 
nem of theu orowBcnUk Th««e wsrv foUovrcd 
by Darius himself, MU«d on a gtdden clwriot) 
vtd atended by his gourds; hie rest was purpls 
elegaptly striped with silver, and his uiq>er robe 
embroidered with a [KQ{ijBi(Hi of tbe most coMly 
jewels. Tvto hundred of his nearsst hinamon 
escorted him on either side ; ten thotuand borscx 
meD, whose lances were pkted with ^tct and 
tipped with gold, man^hed behind > and his houw- 
bcdd and retinue, with four hundred led botses, 
^ hundred miUes and three hundred oamels 
loaded with the royal trmsuree, toought up the 
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Swiut having sent his most valuable 
moveables under a ctMiToy to Damascus, 
led the main body of his army toward 
the struts of mount Amanus, through which he 
entered Cilicia and penetrated to the city of Is- 
8113, under the mistaken idea that the Macedo- 
iuan»t alarmed at his approach, had retired to 
Sym. Alexander, apprised of this circumitancct 
advanced to meet him, and drew up bis troops 
oo an advantageous ground near the city of 
laaus. Here Darius, being unable to extend his 
fixml beyond that of the enemy, drew up his 
army in several lines one behind the other. But 
the fii-st line being broken by the irreustible 
shock of the Macedonians, a scene of conhision 
immediately ensued, and increased to such a 
degree that the moat intrepid Persians could nei- 
ther mEuntain their portion nor manage their 
arms. Darius having disengaged himself with 
g;reat: difficulty, retreated precipitately to the ad- 
jacent mountains, where he quitted his chariot, 
and continued his flight on horseback, leaving 
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behind him hia shield, Ms bow, and royal inan- 
tlc ; while his unfortunate troops sunk beneath 
the swords of their pursuere, or were tnunpted 
(odeatbby their fleeing countTTmen. TbeCredc 
meicenai^es, indeed, perfbnsed prodi^es of va- 
Eour, aod resolutely withstood the furious attack 
of Alexander till twelve thousand of them were 
numbered with the dead, and' Ptolemy the son 
of Sdeucus, with one hundred and twenty Ma- 
cedonian officers of distinction were sacrificed to 
their insatiate fury. They then effected a retreat 
over the mountains, to Tripoli in Syria, and sailed 
thence to Cyprus in the transports that had cMi- 
veyed them from Ix:sboB. 

Alexander, being now entire master of the 
field, and of the enemy's camp, in which the mo- 
ther, wife, and son of Darius were taken prison- 
ers, dispatched Pannenio with the Thessalian 
horse to Damascus. On his arrival the governor 
caused a vast number of beasts to be laden with 
the king's treasures, pretending that he was un- 
able to defend the city against a victorious army, 
and would therefoi'e retire for the benefit of his 
master : but the Persians took to tligbt on the 
approach of the Thessalian detachment, and left 
them to seize all the gold and silver which had 
been collected for the payment of Darius's nu- 
merous army. The place being thus taken by 
the treachery of the governor, the Thessalian 
cavalry were permitted to enrich themselves with 
plunder, and Alexander pursued his march into 
Syria, where most of the cities surrendered with- 
out opposition. 

On his arrival at Marathon, Alexander re- 
ceived a haughty letter from Darius, in which 
the Persian styled himself king, without bestow- 
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^ tliAt titieoo Mscmr^Mttitois atul ntber com- 
BKUided than inUetited him to demUKl a nnsram 
Sx the illustrious personages wbo were taken 
capdre after the battle tA Ismib : be advised him 
to content himaelF wi^ the kin^idom of his an- 
cestors ; upbraided him widi injuMice in invad- 
ing a foreign empire ; and o&r^ to obliterate ai) 
disputes ^ injuries by a treaty of aroily. Alex- 
under, hig^hly incensed at the unteasoniible spirit 
of pride which dictated this letter, returned an 
»wwcr, in which he justified his conduct bj ad- 
rerting to the numewnis injurieB which (Ireecc 
and' Macedw had sustiMed from the Persians ; 
asserted that the gods had visibly espoused hift 
cause in crovining his arms with abundant suc-> 
cesB ; engaged to restore the royal captives on 
condition that Dwius diould repair to him as a 
suppliant for their liberty ; and ctuiduded by de- 
airing him to remember when he next wrote, that 
he not only addressed a king, but the arbiter of 
hisfiMe. 
J p Alexander, having sent this letter bf 
'„J Thesippus, marched from Marathon into 
PhizDicc, where the inhabitants of Bibloft 
and most of the cities voluntarily opened their 
gates; the Sidonians received him with acckuna" 
tions, as their deliv^er from the Persian tpan- 
ay, and the whole prorinces of Syria and Pbx- 
nice cheerfully submitted to his au^ority, except 
the city of Tyre, which held out vrith incredible 
bravery i^inst all his forces during seven 
months. At the exptra^on of that lime, how- 
ever) it was taken by assault, as is already related 
in the hi»toi7 of Greece.* 

'■ P^e SV- 
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Whilst Alexanderwaa thus eTDfrioyedjn |>1m« 
nice, some of the Petnan generals asaembled the 
poor remuns of tbur scftttered army, and, with 
the asBistance of the PaphlagooianB and C^^- 
cktci&ns, attempted the recovery q[ Lydia t but 
they were routed in several engf^iemenist and at 
length totally dispcTBed by Antigonus, on whom 
Alexander Iu>d bestowed the government of tiaX 
province* About the same time the Per»an 
Beet, which Darius had sent out to recover the 
cities on the Helle^xmt, fell in with a Macedo- 
■ian squadron, and vras entirely destroyed. 
■■ Having reduced the prond city of Tyre, and 
marched thence to Jerusalem, Alexander has* 
tened to attack Gaze, which was the only inlet 
into Egypt. This |dace was so strongly forti- 
fied, and the governor, fietis, so firmly attached 
to his sovereign, that Wo entire months were ex- 
hausted during the siege,' notwithstandii^ the 
exertions of the Macedonian officers, and the is> 
tre[Hd gallantry of their troops. At lei^h, 
however, it was takai, and Alexwider forgot the 
uagnsninuty of a conqueror in the resentment 
<tf a be ; fin- be caused ten thousand of the in* 
habitaftts to be cut in pieces, and sold the re^ 
with their wives and ctuldrcn, into slavery i utd 
when the valiant Betis was tsJcen prisoner, be 
entered his heels to be bored, a cord to be-drawn 
tfiTOUgh them, and the wretched sufierer to be 
thus dragged round the dty till he expired ^ 
boasting, that in this circumstance he imitated 
his progenitor Achilles, who caused the dead 
body of Hectar to be dn^iged round ^ie walla 
of Troy : as if so execrable an esamfde wen: 
worthy of imitation. He then marched directiy 
into Egypt, nhich tx subdued without opposi- 
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tlon, and bnit the femona ch^ of Akxandfiii, 
which soon became the metrupoUs of the kii^ 
dom< 

Next spring DariuSi having assembled a more 
nomerous army than that which fought at-lasWt 
inarched towani Ninereh, and sentouta detach* 
ment of cavalry to prewnt the enwny from cro&- 
aing the Tigris : but Alexander, hwriog settled 
the afiain of Egypt and Phcenice, had advances 
with such rapidi^, that Daiius's precaution wa» 
rendered abortive. Aristo, commander of the 
Pzonian horae, chased the Persian cavalry ba*^ 
to thdr main army with great slaughter ; and re> 
turning with the head of their general, threw it 
at Alexander's leet, and observed that tuch a prc- 
teat, in his country, wae usually rewutl^d with 
a golden cu^k Alexander re^Jied smiling, " U 
would there be rewarded with an empty cup, but 
I will give you a golden cap &]]1 of wine." 
Shortly after thift incident, the Macedonian coi^ 
queror commanded his troops to march forward^ 
■poD the news- of DariuB'a near ap)»oach ; but 
on hearing that Statira, the wife of Darias, was 
dead, he restrwned hia military impatience ; tun- 
tened to the pavilion where Sisigambis and the 
other royal prisoners were kept, in order to cheer 
them with the voice of consdacion ; and ordered 
the funeral obsequies of the deceased queeti to be 
performed with the utmost splendor and soleoo- 
iiity. Darius, upon this ocoiuui, is said to have 
expressed a fervent v'tih, that if the &tes deter- 
mined to transfer the Persian empire into other 
hands, tKXie might ^t on the throne of Cyrus 
but so merciful, just, and generous a conqueror 
•s Alexander. 
. OariuB being overcoiiw; by ihe lupd and tender 
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behaviour whkh Akxander had ahown his viSt, 
lu» motbeVt and son, sent ten of his relitions to 
express his gratitude, and to make some Dew pro- 
powls of peace, oBering to reltncjuiBh all the Asi- 
atic provinces aa &r as the Halys, and all the 
cotuitriei lyitkg between the Hellespont and the 
Euphntet, and tendering thirty thousand talents 
for the raBsom -of his tamily. But Alexander 
rejected all hi » proposals with scorn, telling the 
ambassadors that his clemency toyard the wift 
and relatives of Darius resulted entirely from his ' 
own good-nature, wittiout any respect for theif 
miuter ; that he did not make war upon woman 
and children, but only upon such as i^>peared in 
armsBgainst him ; that, as to the provinces, they 
were already his own { and that he had proposed 
U) himself, as a reward for all bis toils, those 
kingdoms which Darius still possessed ; whereii^ 
whether be flattered himself with en ill-ground' 
•d ho^ or not, the next day's engagement would 
detotnine. 

Upon the return of the ambassadorB, Darius 
feund it expedient to prepare for battle, and ac* 
eordingly encamped in a large plain near the vil- 
l^e of Gaugaiaela, having first caused the 
grouixl to be levelled, that his chariots and ca- 
TOiry might act mth the greater fecility. Ale*- 
aoder, having surrounded his camp in the meaB 
time, with deep trenches and palisadoes, held 
himself in readiness to commence the attacJt at 
break of day, and both armies waited with im- 
patience for an action mi which depended the 
empire of Asia. 

The ori«it clouds were no sooner ting- 

^,j ' ed with the brightness of the riung sun* 
than the odvo'sc armies beheld each 
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ftiiertlniwn up in the same orQer, the clttdiy 
on the wings, and the i n fi Mrti y in the cetitre* 
The Persian inmt war covered with two tnm- 
^red armed charioti, and twenty-five ete^iaatu ; 
tbe Grecian h^nti^, mth die bodf gokrdi^ 
wire posted near thepersAO' of Dariui ; and > 
ABpotiitian was made for chaining tite enemy M 
the same tilne, in front and floik; Alexandei^ 
on the other hand, inarched forward at the head 
«f his right wing;, Pannenio conducted tbe left, 
fend tlie troope were extended as wide as posdbk 
wtdtout weakening the centre. VfHea the armio 
appitHiched each other the Permans commenced 
the attack with great fiuy and resolution ; but) 
titer an obstinate coirflict, they were totaBy 
ttnited, wkh the loss «f forty thousand men, ami 
Daiius was again compelled to sedi his safety Ik 
a precipntate ffi^t. After he had crossed the 
Lycus, some of hia attmdants advised him to 
Weak down die bridge, in order to stop the pro^ 
gresa of his pureuers ; but, when he reflected 
that ma^ of his unfortaoate troops were hasten- - 
ing td pass the same bridge, humanity prevailed 
over every other consideration, and he replied 
that he would rather leave an open way to a pir- 
suing enemy than shot it against a fledng friend 
Having reached the city of Aibela about mid^ 
flight, he imparted his private designs to his 
nobles and commanding trfBcers, and then pass- 
«d the mountains of Armenia, with some (k his 
delations and a small body of guards, while the 
conqueror, returning from a fruitless pursuit^ 

Slundered the Persian camp, and devoted some 
ays to repose and refresftiment. 
Alexander, having allowed his men to recruit 
tise^ strength and qiirite t&er the fittigue of the 
Ma 
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teccDt battle, marched toward Bt^yko, which 
w«s ToluDlarilf Burrandend to him by the pof 
rilbiUiDOUs gofcrow, Mczkbb ; and seen . after 
ptooeedcd to Snaa, where Abulites procBled 
Um with acTeral fine dnnnedaricH and ekplianlSt 
and delivered into his hands fif^ thtNniBd.t^ 
toitsin bulBon, and forty thousand in cumat 
coin, with all the rojral robes and costly fiinu- 
tufeof Daiius. 

Having thus obtained posKssiop of diese im- 
portant cities ; made a succasriiil incursion inta 
the country <^ the .Unans, which extends frcHn 
Suuana to the fnsitier. of Perua ; and defcMcd 
the gallant Ati(d>amnea at the atnita of P««ia, 
he proceeded, by rai^d marches, toPereepolis, the 
tacient residence of the Per^ati monarchs, spd 
the metropiriis of their empire. When he had 
^^troacfaed within two fitrtongs ttf tins dty, be 
asaendiled his conmwnding officers, and, by ad" 
icrting to the numerous calamities which th« 
Greeks had sustained under the repeated inva- 
akws and hostililies of the Persians, enfiamed 
their resentment i^iaiast the &ted ca^tal, and iit- 
duced them to permit the most horrid outnge* 
amcHig the sdfhery. Accordingly the most 
wanton cruelties were exercised on the uufbitii* 
Hate inhabitants ; treasures of every descrip> 
tion were accounted law&il plunder ; the strecU 
were deluged with human Mood, and the royal 
palace was wanbmly set on firC] at the instigation 
of an abandoned courtesan, wlulst Alexandra 
was regaling his generals with symptuous enter* 
tainmepts. 
^ Q Eariy in the ensuing sprii^ he resumed 
,,0,' his pui'suit of Darius, who 1^ sou^t an 
asylum at Ecbatan, in Media. That iU< 
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iUdtnengfch bad'i^Hanarmt of tUtty thou- 
tand fixrt, three Iboosand hone, and f(Mir tbao- 
sand sUni^erB, with iriwm be detennmed to mike 
a third efibrt,OQ behalf f^liiseiapire: butwlulat 
Ike Haamahing suitable airaiigMiMiitB Sot thia 
patpase, Bessus, gorctnor of Bactria .and Nft> 
bwsKws, a Persian noblnnan, of great dis&K- 
tiiKi, entered into a cMUpib^cy agaioat him, that 
if Alexander pursued them, they might enaim 
bia &vour by delivering up the object of his re- 
■e^ment, or, if Aey escaped the Macedoniailt 
tbcf nugU, by the murder of Darius, usurp the 
impcnal diadem, and renew tb« war. The-trea* 
cheroDB |wactices of Aeae- men, though carried 
on with all pesnbie secrecy, reached the sove- 
reign's etff ; and Patrtm, the comnaaoder of the 
Gteek- mercenaries, earnestly entreated him to 
xvoid the impendii^ dai^er, by encamping 
araoBg a body of men, oo whose fiddity he 
Wght depend. Darius, however, refused thia 
{HQposal, being unwiUmg to dotibt the loyalty 
tf his o&cert, and observing, that, if bis own 
Persians deemed him unworthy to live, he could 
aot die too soon. But he bad occauon to re- 
pent his conduct, Ibr the cons|Hretors actually 
■etacd his perscui, bound him with golden chains, 
uid shutting him up in a covered cart, retreated 
p«citHtately toward Bactria. The major part 
of the troops bad been comipted by the plau^ 
uUe speeches of the traitors, and Bessus was 
toad t^oclaimed commander in chief by the 
Bactrian< cavalry ; but Artdtazus and his sons, 
with their respective forces, quitted the army ui 
disgust, and the Greeks under Patron immedi- 
ately muched over the mountains toward Patw 
thioie. 
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-MtaBwhDc; Alennder, iaiving halted fite 
Aiys at Ri^es to letde the«lbirs of Media, and 
to refi«lh tus tamj, after a tang; and veansome 
tttudi, passed the C«qtai sCraitS'^dnot of^M>> 
titibn, and entered I^uiliia, vhete be ins i»- 
fimned of tiw base derigns <tf Bessns and Hk- 
tananes. Upon this intelltgience, be teA ttts 
main body of his arraj under Hie care of Crate* 
ms, and advanced with a stnall body <rf fight- 
armed cavalry, tilt he arrived at a vWage whertt 
BesBus and hia followers had encamped die d«f 
before. H«rc be understood that the Perriari 
ling had been sent forward tn a covered cart, 
and that tiie irhole army acknowledged Bessas 
theiC general. Upon this Alexander resolved to 
hasten his march, and, taking with hnn a fresh 
troop of Iight'«rmed horse, proceeded tilt he 
Came within eight of the enemy, who immedi- 
ately took to flight, having discharged Aelp 
darts at the unfortunate Darius, and left hiid 
weltering in his Mood. 

Alexander, perceiving the confiiuon into v^ich 
the barbarians were thrown by his unexpected 
anival, dispatched Nicanor widi a body of light 
cavalry to stop their fligM; end followed in 
penon, at the head of three thousand vidiant 
Macedonians. In the mean time^ Pi^yslratus, 
a Macedonian, filling his helmet with water at 
a fountain, heard the groans of a dying man, 
and perceived a cart with a team of wounded 
hu-ses. As he approached the vehicle, he saw 
the unfortunate Darius transfised with several 
darts, and apparently struggling with death J 
however, he had strength enough to beg a 
draught of water, which Polystratus readily sop- 
fiied. Darius then observed, in a feeble voice,' 
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dttt^ in the {atjabfe cDOditioii to iriocb he wat 
now reduced, it was no «niaU coDBolaticai that 
his last words would not be lost. He charged 
the Macedonian to express his grateful acknown 
Icdgments far the kindness which Alexander bit^ 
shown tp his &inily ; and to assure that princa 
that be earnestly besought the gods to piosper 
-all his undertakings, and make him s(de monarch 
of the world. He added that it did not so much 
concern him as Alexander to inflict a suitable 
fwarinhment oa the traitors wholwd so ciudlf 
treated their lawM sovereign, that bong tho 
common cause o£ alt crowned heads. Then 
tiduDg his auditor's liand, " Give Alexander,'^ 
■aid he, " your hand, as I give you mine, and 
carry him, in my nama, the only pledge I can 
aow.giveofmy affection and giatitude>" Wldt 
these words heexpired in the armsof Polysttatuk 
Alexander coming up, soon after, was affected 
even to tears at the sight of his body, and, after 
contemplating with unfeigned sorrow the hard 
fcte of his fellen competitor, he covered the 
COtpse with his own military cloak ; caused it to 
be embalmedi and sent it, in a magnificent coffin, 
to Sisigambis, that it might be buried with the 
Other monarchs of Persia. 

Thus died Darius, in the fiftieth year of his 
age, and in the sixth of his leign. His temper 
was mild and pacific ; his government peculiarly 
equitaUe ; and his character unsullied by any of 
those vices to which most of his predecessors had 
been addicted. With his life the Peraanemirire 
ended, after it had existed, fi^m the first of Cy- 
rus, two hundred and six yeara. 

Upon the death of thdr unfortunate prince, 
the Pervan ctHnmaudcrs made voluntary sub- 
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miMiona to tbe oooquerDr, and were reinstated 
in their fonner d^^ticB and employments ; the 
fidelity of Artabazus was munificently rewarded, 
and even the traitor, Nabarzanes, procured a 
pardon. But the iniquitous Bessus, having as- 
■umed the regal title, and retired to the province 
of Sogdiana, in order to raise a fresh army, was 
so closely pursued by Alesander, that he was 
soon taken prisoner, stripped of the, diadem and 
royal robes, and led in the most disgraceful man- 
ner to the Macedonian camp, where his nose and 
cars were publicly cut off, and himself delivered 
into the hands of Oxathres, Darius'a brother, to 
receive the punishment that was due to his enoiv 
mous crime. Oxathres accordingly sacrificed; 
tnstifb to the manes of his murdered king ; and 
Alexander saw himself firmly estabUsbed in poft- 
Ksuon of the Pcraao em^nre. 
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Tfrom the Recovery of the Mrr^rejirom the Partld- 
an» to its Subjugation by the Arab*. 

AFTER the Persians had been subject to 
the Parthians for the space of four hundred 
and seventy-five years, Artaxares, a Peraan of 
mean descent and spurious birth, excited a re- 
Tolt among his countrymen, wWch terminated 
in the death of the reigning monarch, and the 
restoration of the Persian empire. Having ef- 
fected this great design, he immediately ascend- 
ed the throne, assumed the pompous title of kii^ 
of kings, and asserted his right to all the pro- 
vinces of the ancient empire, which were now 
under the authority of Roman governors. 
^ jj Hb ambitious pretensions soon became 
jjo ' the subjectofconvereational Rome; but 
Alexander Severus, heing imwiWing* to 
engi^ in an expensive war, wrote to Aitaxares, 
advising him to keep within due bounds, and 
not, from a vain hope of conquest, undertake 
any thing agwnst a people whose arms had fre- 
quently vanqmshed the most warlike nations. 
Artaxares, however, treated the letter with con- 
fcmpt, and began to make such formidable pre- 
parations for the reduction of the adjacent pn>> 
vinces, that the emperor was at length compelled 
to raise an army, in order to check the aug- 
menting power of Per^a> 

1 youth, tmdn the tute* 
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AitaxareBi recanog intdUgence of AlexaB> 
der's qiproach, selected four hundred persons 
of extntordinary strength and stature, and, hav- 
ing iumished them with sumptuous habits and 
fioc borses, sent them to the emperor with this 
message : " The great kin^, Arhixares, c<»n- 
maiids fhe Romans and their sovereign to de> 
part, immediately from Syria and. .Asia Minor, 
and to restore to the Persians all the countries 
Ml this side the £gean and Pontic seas, which 
they claim in right of lawful inheritance." This 
insolent demand tiaving roused the indignation 
of Alexander, he caused the ambitssadors to be 
stripped of their gaudy attire, and sent them 
into Phrygda, where he assigned them certtun 
lands for their subsistence. He then advanced 
Bgunat Aitaxares, who had entered Mesopo- 
tamia, at the head of a numerous artny, and an 
engagement ensued, in which tlie Romans were 
victorious. 

WliUst the Persian retired to his own do- 
minions, for the purpose of recruiting his forces, 
Alexander divided his troops into three bodies^ 
the first of which marched through Armenia, 
with orders to invade Media ; the second passed 
over the marshes, to enter the Parthian territo- - 
nes on the other nde ; and the third, comroand- 
ed by the emperor, deigned to have advanced 
into the centre of Artaxares's kingdom. This. 
pohtic scheme, however, was frustrated, by tlic 
■vigilance of the Persian monarch, and Alexan- 
der returned to Rome with the titles of a con- 
queror, whilst Artaxares improved his absence, 
by restoring the glory of Uie Persian name. 
At length, having swayed the sceptre with 
great rex>utation, for the space of twelve yean,. 
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he died in peace, and left the ^^jpl^m to his 
von. 
j^ Q Sepores, & prince equally ^mouB for 

241. pei'sonal strength, and mental abilities 
but of a fierce, cniel, and untractable 
tUspo^tion, had scarcely aace&ded the thranf 
before he began to mediute a new war with the 
Bomans, conuatent with the advice of Cyriadea) 
« profligate youth, who, after robbing bb own 
fitther iM all his treasurei, had retired into Per- 
ua, laid waste the adjoining provinces, in ccA- 
junction with Odomastea, a Persian general, 
reduced the cities of Antioch and Casarea-Fhi- 
lipi», and assumed the title of emperor, gradur- 
ally acquirii^ revemies, forces, and dommi(Mi^ 
adequate to his pretenuons. 

The young emperor, Gordian, having senlcd 
the afT^rs of the western empire, resolved to res- 
cue the east also from the Wranny of pretended 
emperors, and the terror of the Persian arm^ 
Accordingly he marched into Syria, at the head 
of a powetful army, chased the Persian back to 
his ovm tenitories, and reduced Haran, in Me* 
(opotamia ; but, whilst he was preparing to ex* 
tend his conquests, he was assosunated by th« 
treachery of Philip, captain of his guards, whose 
ambition tempted him to grasp at the sove- 
reignty. Sq)ores now obtained an advantage- 
ous peace, with the restoration of Mesopotamia 
and Armenia : but Philip, hearing that the se- 
DBte disai^roved his conduct, retook part of 
these [HT>vinccB, without any regard to his treaqr, 
and, leaving a body of fon:eato defend the froo- 
tiers, marched into Italy. Upon the departuro 
of the Roman army, Sfl|>ores and Cyriades re- 
newed thur incunionB', and the latter, by • 

Voi^vm. N 
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n^ Migmentadon of {power, began to be trea^ 

cd, in all respects, as an emperor. 

Valerian, receiving inteaigence, at his au- 
CcssioD, that Saporea had penetrated into the 
Ronian territories, ravaged the country, and 
formed the uege of Edessa; resfdved, notwith- 
standing his advanced age, to head his tiTiops 
on this occawin. Accordii^y be advanced to- 
vard Edessa, and gave such encouragement, 
by' his approach, to the inhabitants of the dis- 
puted provinces, that the soldiere of Cjriades 
anutinied against their leader, put him to death, 
uid joined Valerian : but the emperor bong soon 
aftertakenpri^onerby the bcMcgers, the aspect 
of aSairs underwent an endre change, and Ssi- 
pores used his brtune with the most insufferable 
insolence. At length, however, the people rase 
in anns, under the command of OdenaCus, 
1>rincc of Palmyrene, defeated their proud op- 
pressor, and seized great part of hia baggage, 
with all the royal concubines ;-~a circumstance 
which induced him to retire to his own domi- 
mons. On his return he was eamestljr solicited, 
by the kings of several nations, to set his illustri- 
ous c^ve at liberty ; but, instead of com|riy> 
ing with this request, he treated him with un- 
paralleled indignity, and, after a tedious con- 
finement, sentenced him to a most cruel death. 

From this time the hfe of Sapores was mailed 
with misfortune. Odenatus harassed his sub- 
jects, and frequently bnAe into hb territories j 
Zenotna, the wife of Odenatus, pursued a simi- 
lar practice afler the decease of her husband ; 
and Aurelian, after taking ample vengeance for 
the ill treatment of Val^iao in battle, carried 
aiaayPer^j«is(»ien and an immense spoil 
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W grace Ub ttiompli aX Rome. Siiiofes, how- 
ever) contrived to sugme&t hisdominkais at IIm 
CKpence of his faaitMnMu ndghboun, and be- 
queathed the kingdom to his md Hormudas in 
the thirty-first jt»r of his reign. 
. — HornuidaBa|q>eara to have been a prince 

j^^ ' of a padfic dispouttofi. It was during 
his reign that the Palmyremans incumd 
the displeaaore of Aurelian, \xf aaacrtw^ tbur. 
right (£ creating empei«is> wd mveating oat 
Antiocbus with tiie royal purple, fint as -flor- 
imsdas pnidestly refused to interfere,, he escaped 
the Roman vengeance, and died in peace, iAh 
posseBsing the govemaieDt one year and tea 
days. , 

Of Vannes the first, «iio next ascended the 
dirone,' we have no satitfiKtory afxount, except 
that he enjoyed the regal dignity for dw 'Space 
of three yean without recuving aay disturtMOces 
from the Romansy or attetDpdDg to extend the 
limits of bb empire. 

^ ^ Varaites the second UHiUtsted an in- 
'■■ i'jy.' vasion of the Roman prov^ceB Mt Ue 
- ' first accesuon ; but the spinach of the 
emperor Probus toward (he east inducul turn' to 
abandon his deugn, and sue for peace. Some 
time xfter he began to think of rcccweriDg acmie 
<^ the provinces, which had been wrested &om 
his wicestors ; but this inten^on wis also frus> 
trated, by domestic troubles, and the exertjoaa 
of Cams, successor to Prabus, who 'eidercd Me- 
sopotamia, and, surmounting alt opposition, ad- 
vanced beyood Ctenphcn, as if he designed the 
entire reduction of th^ province. Howeveis 
the Persians were soon defivered from their feara 
by the death of Cams, and the retreat of tha 
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MDce of tbe e&encf « bj ttpfifiA% himself to tht 
ftntificktioll of Ma OontitrB ; but, on his ag»R 
Mtempting an irtvAsion of the neighbouring pro- 
vinpes, Dioclesian nuircheii a ntnUeroua bodj- of 
troc^M into Armenia, aud effectually terrified 
turn fh>m tbe execution of Ins projectt SooD 
•Aer this tnUuacUoii the Petwoi moimch died> 
after aa Unfiuttnite feign of seventeen yeiuv. 
j^ £j VwaiMs flte Uiitd is honoured) bjr 

2^^' hisiM-tans, with the epithet of S«gaiisu, 
or king of tbe Segms ; bat the occar- 
terices of his teigti ore passed over in sleuce, 
istd, at tbe ex{Mratien of faur mMiths, he nva 
KKceeded by Nanes, a pHnce of great abilities 
and reiolutiOR.. 

: The Aatsftetedfiltteof tbelUiAUtcmpirGpw 
jKMeda&iropp6rtunit7 ferthe recoveiy of all 
Aoie pmmcw -wlAch erigbatlr bduiged Co the 
Persians. Nutea aixoii^nglj led a DUlBerom 
army into Mesopotamia, and reduced seTend 
places of Hnpetmnce; b»t his |migreBs was soon 
diecked by Galciiua, who advaoced against him 
widt a oOBBdertiile body oS (ohxb, defeated him 
1b two engagements, and fUlowed bim to the 
omtre of luB own kingdotn. The Peraian, how- 
ever, ^tcd m^ such drcumqiection, and kept 
ao strict an eye upon his pursuen, that he at 
length retrieredlua credit by a successful attack^ 
and effectually reva^;ed his recent losses. 

Galeiiaa barbigi with much diflkulty, pre- 
vuled on I^xlesuui to trust him with the com- 
mtaid of another annyi hastened to exinate hia 
dagrace, by tiie destruction (^ Narses ; and tbe 
Persian king assented a numerous body of 
Ibosca caroby ta majntain to ccaqaestt. When 
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the anues came vithinBtghti^eadi Other, Gft- 
ierius made a diapoution for beftdng up his coo- 
my's quarters ; and this phii iras executed ao 
(uccessfully, Chat the Peruans were enur^, 
routed ; Che ro^al treasures, baggage, papers, 
Sec. fell into the hands of Golerius ; tha queen, 
concubines^ and other relatdves of (he king, were 
taken priscmei-s ; and Nanes himself was com» 
pelled to Bee, with a unali remnant of his troops, 
to the adjacent mount^a. Overwhelmed with 
grief at this sad reverae of fortune, and consci- 
ous of his inability to raise a fresh army, the 
Taoquished prince was compelled to purchase & 
dishonourable peace, whilst his concutnnes, sis- 
ters, and other persons c^ quality, ^ere doomed 
to grace a Romau tiiumph. These heavy ca^ 
lamities occasioned the death of Narsea, in the 
seventh year of his retgn. 

MisdiUes next succeeded to the government) 
which he enjoyed ^mut seven years and five 
mraths ; btjt none of his actions were sufficiently 
intereiting to claim the attention of posterity. 
j^ jy Sapores the second, appears to have 
j(^' been a zealous asaertw of the ^gnity of 
the Feruan crown ; and steadily pursued 
thede^nofunidngall the provinces of the an- 
mnt empire under his authority-. His conduct, 
however, was diametrically opposite to .that .of 
his predecessors ; for, instead of publicly assert- 
ing his clwns, and leading embattled hosts 
agunst a victorious enemy, he artfully harassed 
the Roman territories, by meuar lif the neigh- 
bouring bart>arians ; augmented his revenues by 
aicoura^gas|uritof industry among his sub- 
jects ;- introduced an excellent cUscipline into hia 
uwji and afiected a peculiar vencD^ion fi>r the 
N 2 
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Avi «nd tcSgknB «jnstitutkni ef Ms coaMTji 
He IS said to ^Ve commenced a lioleiit perae* 
MtitHi agsimt the Christtms, at the iHBtigntkn 
of the M^ ; bat, on ^e recei^ of im expottu- 
btoiy letter from the em p eror Constuiriae, he 
ttested thefn i*ith less severity. 

SapoKs, having formed a scheme for the -ele-- 
VBtion of himseffand hia successors to &it to- 
preme dominioh of *e east, appiiaed the empe- 
?0T of his mtention of sending amhassadors. irith 
knuaHesto, in which he set forth Iris claini tO' 
aB the domiinons anciently possessed by the Ptr^ 
dan cmperon, and asserted that the river Strj- 
moo was the proper boundary of his empire. 
Cons&nihie, having duly con^dered the ailkirt 
returned an answer fall of dignity and rCscriutJon, 
rod immetfiately assembled a numerous artdy, 
with a de^gn to march in person to fte eastern 
IfttninceS, but his design was cut short by death ; 
and the subsequ^t disorders #hich happened in 
flie Boman empire gave Sapcftes an oppOttomtjr 
of rc-arnicMng to his owndominions ^ose pro* 
■ Tfaices which had been wrested froni his prede- 
cessors. IBs exertions, however, were attended 
wifli much fetigue and bloodiflied ; and, after' 
feducin^ several places of importancCi he 4afl 
at length compelled to elude ^e vengeance of 
the RcAnans, fcy garrisoning his frontier*, and 
withdrawing the remMndcr rf his troops. 

Jnlian had no sooner xibtained possession dl 
(he KflMWi QOtne than he determined to cmdi 
Ae power of PerMa ao effectualty, that it sbootd- 
Xtomore distutb die peace of the adjacent pr» 
thices. AccoT(Bngly he took every prccautiart 
that imght contribute to the success of his pn>- 
je«t, aBdusrdicclifMethc'doBuai(ns«fS^Kii«% 
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IrtiO coHentnt hifliMlf witb acting «n the dcltn* 
•Ive ^laiiist «o fitmudabte an «tleniy. The 
ttnperoE, haTU^ takm wme fortresses by as- 
sault, and obtained admisnoB into others by the 
tF»chei*f ctf tfaor govierDors, c«me at length to 
Ctesiphon, which bad been the" bulwark of the 
Ptothiali ent[HK. Here he met with a vigorous 
ttsistance fram {be garrison,- and was bo re> 
^eatedlf harassed by skirniiahes, that he at 
length resolved to raise tiie siege and remove to 
flw Tigris, on which he had a fleet of transports 
laden with proraion. At this juncture a Persian 
tiobleiDan repaired to his camp, Mi pretence of ill 
trettmCnt, uid assured him that bis present in* 
lention vould prove highly prejudicial to bis af- 
fiuB and re^tutation ; whereas, if he would coQ>' 
tent to q^t the aide of the river, bum his flee^ 
dnd inarch tbrough an open road, into Which he 
(the Peraan) would ctmduct him, lits dtfficultitii 
itouM soon be terminated, send be migbt b« 
Jflstly styled the conqueror of the Petaians. Not'' 
withstanding the glaring id>3urdity of this pro- 
posal, and the Tepeated remonstrances of the. 
Roman generals, Julian eommtiided his troopt, 
(d fiunish themselves with twenty days provision^ 
■idcaused'tbefleet tobeaet on&re> When the 
evil was pairt remedy, be began to listen to 
Ms Hends, who loudly exdaitned that he waS be* 
trayed, and ordered the Persian nid)len]an> 
%ith his serrants, to be put to the tortuie> 
This order was executed upon the savants, who 
boldly avowed the deceit, and exulted in tht 
•ttfety -of their master, Who had made his escape. 
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danger ; for after tbey hxd proceeded about 6xar 
dap, they (bund thetDselves skirted by the whcde 
force of Pcraa ; and having struggled for some 
time with the united inconVenieticea of intense 
heat, want of provision) and scarcity of watetv 
they were suddenly attacked by the greater part 
of the Persian cavalry, v?ho fought with extraor- ' 
dinary resolution, and continued the combat till 
Julian was mortally wounded This event threw 
the Romans into consternation i and Sapores im- 
|Mt)ving the opportunity, obtained an honourable 
and advantageous peace of the new em^ror;- 

Sapores having nowobtsuaed areapite From ths 
loilft of war, applied his thoughts tothe settling 
the bounds of his entire toward Tartary and 
India> This plan served to exercise his sokUers 
for Some time ; but on the death of the emperoi 
Jovian, he made an im^tion into Armenia, 
■tew Anaces, king of that country, and re- 
duced a considerable territory under his autho-' 
rity ; yet on the approach of Arinthias, he waa 
compelled toabindon his important conquests. 
I{owever, being intently fixed on the aggratt* 
^sement of the Peruan dominions, he remained 
in arms, and transferred the imperial residence 
to Ctesiphon, that be might be at hand to im- 
prove every opportunity. But lus future actions 
being passed over in silence, by historians, we 
can only observe, that he ended his days early 
in the Feign of Gratkn, af^r having swayed the 
Persian sceptre seventy years, with great variety 
of f<»tune. 
j^ ~ This restless and amlHtioua mottarch 

,g^ ' was succeeded by a, prince called Artax-. 

erxes, of whom the European historian* 

merely ob)|erve, that he lived in atuitf with th* 
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SoimUM, ant} tojoyed the nnl ^gnitr without 
disttirbbnce tor the spBi% of four years. 
' Vanlies the feunh, succeeded his - &tber 
Sapores ; maintained the peacewith the Romans; 
and govcnwd hit doinifU(»is quietly for elereb 
years. 

^ jy IsdigetleB) a prince deserredly cele- 
" 4o(. bmted for his virtuous disposition, waa 
ccntetnporary with the emperor Arudius, 
who, at his deaths Entrusted him with the care t^ 
his son Theodb^Hs the Bectmd, and the RonHUi 
empire. The attention which IsdigerteS ptud to 
hh pupil's imjmivemeRt, atkd the seal which he 
«Tinc«d oa hte behalf hdd the foundation of a 
lilendBhip between the two empires ) and de- 
livered tbe Chriatiaiifiubjects of Pctwa front many 
btootmnieBcea ; tut Mamtbu, ft Meaopotanuaa 
MdKq>, beJBg i«U with other ambaa&adon &iM 
)l)eod»nu8, exerted Uraself so saccessfiiDy to 
reraore the prejudices of Isdigertcs, that he was 
ftiUy convinced of the loytdty of a pec^e whom 
he had Utherto considered aa heretical rebelst 
S«ne time after, the kin^ was afflicted iwith a 
netital derangement, uptm whidi Maradtaa, 
with the tnstMp of P^w, joined in acrientti 
prayer to God for hia recoTcry. Their petitions 
trere aooa answered to the joy of the court ; and 
the professors of the Cbristian &ith were after- 
ward treated witb great indulgence. Isdigertea 
Utjoyedthc regal di^ty twenty-one years, and 
iras succeeded by bia son. 
j^ — Varanes the fifth, seems to have BS> 
^„.' ccBded the thrcoie with &Torable sen- 
timents of the ChtistianB ; hut an occur. 
Knee ^oon took place which converted tus fiiend- 
ft^iMotbemoM imptocdile camtj, and ^n- 
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ducedftloQgaerictof cabmilies to the dKurGlt. 
Abdas the P^uan biibop having, in an trnwaN 
nuitable.fitof zeal, bunit one of the fire tunjdea 
to the ground, Vaiancs expostulated with him 
in private, and advised him to rebiald iL This, 
however, he peremptorily refused ; and the m^i 
raised so dr^iiil % damour amsog the populace, 
that the kinff wai compelled to sacrifice the of- 
fender aiid all the Chri^iaa chiuches to tbeir re> 
Bentment< A cruel persecution ensued, upon the 
pretence that all who differed in. religious piia- 
ciples from the sovereign were di^lof al to the 
govemiqent ; person of distinction vrere de- 
prived of their ^gnities and estates; the 
meaner sort were delivered into the hands of 
die exaqMrated magi ;. and man^ wer^ doomed 
to die in t^ most exquisite bwinents ; but the 
bartmians were disiqqiointed in the hope of 
making CMiverts.;. and the glorious doctrines of 
Cbristianity received new lustre from the, ex- 
' en)[4ar7 conduct and unshalieR fortitude of ex- 
iniii^niartyrs- - 

Theodoaius was ao sooner i^prised of these 
proceedings than he, determined to avenge the^ 
cause of the persecuted Christians ; and Varanes, 
hearingof'thisint^tion, made suitable prepara- 
tions for the defence of his dominions. Having 
nonunated Narsua general of his troops, the king 
of Persia sent him to the fronders, where he ex- 
pected a numerous army ; but before they could 
arrive at tire place of . rendezvous, the Roman 
general Ardaburiu» had marched through Ar- 
inenia, and began ■ to waste the province of 
Azazene with fire and sword. Narses immedi- 
ately hastened tluther to repel the invaders ; but, 
finding his strength unequal to his design, he 
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prhideatly retreated, and made an incUnion into 
Mesopotamia, which cOtnpelled the Romana to 
abatidtKi Axazene. Narses, however, was dis- 
appointed in his expectation ; for Ard^mrius 
instead of offering him Uattle, blocked up the 
Persian fortress of Nisibis. Resolved therefore 
to provofee him to an engagement, Narses sent a 
heruld to avow his desire of taking the field ; but 
Ardaburius wisely replied, that the Romans 
fbuglit when they pleased, and not when an 
enemy requested it for his own advantage. 

Meanwhile the Saracens, having been pre- 
vailed on to espouse die cause of Persia, passed 
the Euphrates, and broke like a torrent into the 
Roman provinces ; but their rapacity rendered 
dtem BO odious, that the inhabitants untuumously 
rose in arms, and, with the assistance of the 
Roman forces, cut to pieces a hundred thousand 
tnen — a disaster which compelled the remiunder 
to flee prccifHtatdy to Uieir own country. 
Varanes being apprised of this defeat, and hear^ 
ing at the same time that the fortress of Niutns 
was dosdy invested, resolved to ttdte the field in 
person, and accordingly marched at the head of 
a prodigious army toward the enemy, who im- 
mediately rmsed the siege and retired. How- 
ever, on his return to hia captal, the Romans 
recovering their spirit, repulsed the Saracens a 
second time, and defeated the Persian troops 
with great slaughter. 

' Notwithstanding his repeated losses, the Per- 
«an monarch continued the war, and found 
means, by his military skill, to make even victory 
disadvantageous to the enemy : for by granting 
his armies constant supplies, attending strictly 
to the preservation of his magazines, and keep- 
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iug a court OB tbc ftcmtiers ; be wstaine^ 0^ 
apuits of im troops ; while the Romans were 
occes^tatcd to act upon thdr own defence, and 
found it difficult to obtain timely succours. la 
this situation of affurs, Theodosius condescended 
to enter into a treaty, and Varanes, being again 
defeated with considerable loss, agreed to con> 
dude s peace, and to put a period to the perse- 
cution of the Christiana. The re-cstabHshment 
of Chriatianitj' in Persia, may, bowever,be more, 
property attributed to the following circum* 
stance :— Wben the Romans penetrat^ into tbs 
province of AzaKeoe,. at the commencement oP 
the war, seven thousand Persians were brought 
prisoners to the .ci^ of Anudat where they 
were soon reduced to extreme indigence. AcaseSi 
the Christian bishop of Amida, having assembled 
hifi clei^, represented to them in the .most pub>' 
Jic terms the deplorable condition of the&e pri* 
soners, and used such focdble ailments on their ' 
behalf, that the clergy unanimously ^^ecd tO' 
sell ihtir consecrated vessds for the relief of the 
sufferers. Havii^ reduced this plan to execu- 
tion, they maintained the seven thousand Per- 
sians tall the termination of the war, and theit 
sent them home with money in their pocket^^^ 
an instance of un^^ned charity, whidi so asto- 
nished Varanet, that he immediately invited the' 
benevolent prelate to court, and granted the ' 
ChrisdansmanyitT^xHtant fovoura at his request* 
After this accoBimodadon, the Persian monarch 
enjoyed an uninternipted peace for the remainder 
of ius life ; and died, in full possession of his 
people's love, a&er he had swayed the sceptre 
twatjf yean> 
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-^■n' Vmbims Ac sixth wu next inveated 
• 44».' ^"^ *^ dndem j but the Greek hntori- 
aDS lUske no &rtber mention of him, 
Hun to observe that he vu contemponuy iritit 
Thedoshis the aecodd, and his succeMor Muti- 
atiui, aoi. that he enjoyed the govaninent sevm- 
ttea join and fbnr month*. 

Peniaca, his sod ind succesior) a prince <^ t 
KstlesB and tartwlent si^tit) wu highly incetwed 
a^iainst the Euthalites, or White Honnt, who 
Aatutbed the commencement of his r^n Iq' se- 
«end prcdatotT incuruons. To rid himself of 
these tranbleiaae neigfaboun, be SMembled « 
poirerftil army, and marched in penon to*iraid 
Geoza,* bi^Dg: to put a speedf period to the 
wtrbjr.a general enffagement; but the EuUik- 
lilest hwing draVn hmi so 6a into thar territo*' 
lies as to cut off the posdfaility of a retreat, con- 
vinced him of his error, and oUigedliim to swear 
that be would never mote bivade them* The ill - 
succew of this eipeditko, howerer, did not 
crash the dfisigo of PeioseS) but merdy induced- 
him to tdu more prudent measures, tatd supptf 
ha tnopt with a greater stock of [nxmsirau 
When, therefore, he had settkd his domestic «»• 
ceiD»t Hi^xanted his acHi Cavades regent of the 
kingdmn, and assemUed his forces, he marched a 
BtoMid time toward the northern frontiers ; but 
theEuthaUtes, having concealed their warriors be- 
tund certain moimtutis, rushed unexpectedly on 
hia army, slew or look captive most of the soldi- 
ers of whom it was composed, and put Peroses 
himself to death, after he had worn the Persian 
diadem about twenty years. 
* Gonia wu the apial of the nttfeD wtuch ForoMi 
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, Wheb the aewa of ttus diBaater mts brougbl 
to Persia) the noblefl? heii^ UDwiUiDg to trust 
tjieir sceptre in tite hands of so young ft man as 
Gavades, bestowed the supreme authority on his 
ulKte ValenS) a ptince of a virtuous and compas* 
uonate disposition, who used his utmost exer- 
tions for the space of.four years to. redress thC' 
grievances of his country, and at the expiration 
of that time fell a victim to the oppresuve carei' 
of govenunent. 

Cavades had no sooner ascended the 

^g^" throne than he took such v^>lant me»- 
eures i^ainst the Euthalites, who had 
QverriiD the greatest part of the kii^om, and 
esacted a tribute from the late soveragn, that 
tbeir spirit Tvas soon broken, and they were even- 
tuaJly compelled to do homage to him as their' 
lawful king. Having effected this deugn, be no- > 
dertook to alter the conaUtuliui of -his kingdom, ' 
dipnving 4he notulity of all their andent privi.' 
leges, and rejecting the adrice of counaeUom . 
even in the most momentous transactitna. A* ' 
bis enttsprising genius impelled fatm to break- 
through every restraint, he soon became en ob- ■ 
jectof terror to his Bubjects, and at length, th^' 
promuigation «f an infaioous edict, which seem- 
ed dictated by a spirit of insanity, determined 
tV chief nobles of the j%alm to shake off thdr 
iDsu&ei-able.yokc> Accordingly they deposed 
(lav^cs, after, he had reigned eleven years, atvl 
bestowed the crown »n Zambades, a near relative 
«f Peroses. -, 

. The conduct and abilities of the new king re< 
fleeted the highest credit cm the choice ol hia 
uobleS) and promised tlie happiest effects to the 
empire at Iarg«, for he was equally just and com-- 
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t)^oiiate, zealous fbftherighta' of the ctowt^ 
Knd soliciTous for' the wel&re of the .subject 
But whilst he was sedulousif employed in re- 
dres^ng those evils which had arisen -from the 
ill conduct of his predecessor, and restoring the 
iiffairs of government to thdr ancient order, 
Cavades found means to escape tram prison, 
and, with the assistance of the king of the 
EudiaGtes, Tepoasesscd himself of the throne. 
The principal author^ of the late rcTohtion were 
■ then sentenced toi death, and the unfortunate 
Gambades, after suilering the loss of his eyes, 
Was thrown into close confinement. 
' Ca^'ades had BO sooner recovered thePenian 
diadem, thanhc^feiind himself pressed for the 
payment of a certun loan, which he had received 
from Die Euthalitts. In this exigende he a[t- 
plie* to the en^ror, ■ Anastasios, requesting 
him to advance the money rspdi ' interest, tmt 
lii^ M^citatioir proving ioefTectual, he made ft 
'sudden irruption into Armenia, laid the inhaln- 
tants nnder'heavy cbntributJoosj and, after an 
obstinate rcsiatancey reduced the important for- 
tress of Amida. Upon the first intiilligence of 
this invasion, the emperor sent a numerous army 
to the frontiers, in order to repel the Persians, 
but Cavades attacked them with such impetuo- 
Kty, that AtiolMndus, one of the Roman gene- 
hils, shamefully abandoned his camp, and fled 
to an adjacent city, and another powerfiil diyi^ 
eina, commanded by Hu^tius, who had but 
off dght himdrM Euthalites, were sui^sed im> 
tspectedly and daughtered with scarcely any 
resistance. 
' WUIst-CavsdM was ibta em|doyed ag^iut 
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tlte Homitis, hia attendaD was diTerted I9 k 
iwmidable inTOW>D of the HucQs, wbkh coOk 
peUedlum to march his forces immediately to , 
vard the northem pronnccs. The enemy pn»> 
dently reserved to improve his abseocei and ao 
Qordiogly bid ue^ to Amida, whkh obatinat^ 
Kiiated all their attacks, but waa at len^ owov 
pelled to capitulate. Soon after this event s 
tnice for seven years was concluded, and hps> 
tages were given ui both udes for its due el> 
■ervance. 

JuBtinian having auccoeded to the en;[Hi« of 
the east, caused aU the frmtien toward PeniM 
to be surveyed, and ordered his commanders on 
the bonier of Meaopotamla to fortify Mindm^ 
the nearest plact m ths Roman temtoties to 
NisitHs. The Peruans, vbQ regarded this wm^ 
with an eye of jealousy, to^ an tqtportunity <4 
attacking the MnurerB, with the tnx^ who 
yKn appointed to protect them, and, hanng 
■laughtered thegreateat part <J them, demolish- 
ed the building. ThU occa^ooed a new war, ' 
which was earned on for some time ^thiMerent 
■uccesB, but as neither party gEuned any coor 
uderable advant^e, a second truce was pn>> 
posed, and the hostile armies were mu^Uf 
withdrawn. 

Meanwhile the Ung of Perna, exhausted hf 
the toils of war, and oppressed with many bodily 
infirnuties, aeit for Mebodes, his ccnndential 
minister, and expressed an earnest deure cj 
living the crown to hia youngest b<hi Chearoea* 
whose wariike and ambiuous dispoution secmc4 
better adapted to the afifeirs of govenunent thaQ 
l^t af tm elder brother. He jtbeu gnve luin 1^ 



11, Google 



yUSy iritli a solemn injunction to use liis litmost 
efforts for its execution ; and shortly afterdied, 
in the forty-fifth year of his reign. Upon th* 
demise of Cavades, the elder prince Caoses a*- 
siuned the regal litlq, but a solemn aasembly be- 
ing convened, and the will of the late monarch 
■produced, his clium was set aside, and Chosn>e» 
was ininnedialely placed on the throne. 
■ _ ' This important business being adjust- 
.' jji/ cd, the emperoi'sentan embassy, consist- 
ing of Rufinus and several Mher pefswiS 
of distinction, to compliment Chosroea on his ac- 
cession, and to make proposals of peace. Thfe 
Peruan received the ambassadors with ever^ 
mark of respect, and rea^y agreed to the offered 
paciScation, on condition that he sliodd receive 
*a certan sum of money ; that the pretensions cJ 
the'Romans andTersiais should be finally set- 
tled ; all places taken on either side restored} 
'■and this peace declared to be perpetual.' Hufihus 
■Aoiv returned to Constantinople for irtstructions, 
but a report being circulated during his absence, 
that Justinian had put him to death forespousing 
the cause of the Persians, Chosroes assembled & 
powerfiil army, and instantly took the field ; 
however, before he proceeded to any acts of hos- 
tility, the mistake was obviated, and Rufinus ar- 
rived with the ratification of the peace. 

The Peraan nobility, pePcei«ng that Chosroes 
possessed the same disposition which had dis- 
turbed the peace of the einpire at the accession of 
Cavades, resolved to provide for their own safety 
by transferring the sceptre into the hands of 'n 
more tractable prince. Accordingly they pro- 
posed to place young Cavades, nephew oF the 
reigning king, on the throne, and to vest die 
02 
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*rgBl wtOxntf in Zones' as hb tut^vtil pn^ 
lector. But whUst they were making suitaUo 
pKpanc&ODi for the execution (rf their project, 
Cbosroea wm ai^uizedof his daogcrt ud caused 
•U the cot^iirators to be put to death -exceiit 
joun^ CamdeS) who had the good fortune to «»■ 
ca{ie the preseot danger, and anerwards fbund aa 



agreeaUe asylum at the court of Jusliiuaifc. 

The late peace proving beneficial to Per 
ChonoeafaithfidlyMMcrveditibraonetbac: but 



on raoeivkig a nwwage from Vit^m, kii^of 
the Goths, reUtive to the dangnous augmentn* 
tioa of JustiaJBO^ power, be began to meditate 
fnaii hostilities ; and a subsequent embassy from 
the Anacidx or petty piinccs of Armenia, fixed 
Jus deteivunatkn. Accoit&^ly, havii^ assent 
Ued a (enaidaUe army, he marcbedr early in the 
sprii^, toward the ponncca of Syria and Cik 
aa; nduccd Sna, a pface (J comidoablB 
atra^tii on the baidu of the Euphrates ; levied 
heavy cantnbaiians on the adjacent cenaiuy ;-and 
advanced by r^xd manJies to Antiach, whicl^ 
. iAera bhndy coaflicti tna added to bis othc> 



Whilst his army remained, in the Tidntgcaf 
this city, be rec^ved an emhaasy fium ^stiaiaii) 
who expoetuUted with him im the injaatice of 
Ids conduct in violatii^ tfie htle treaty, and at 
the same lime exjvesaedawiflhfaran accBimna* 
ditioo. ChoBfoes received the ambauaderswidx 
every marfc of respect ; listened ^Kotively to 
Jitar reRMMHtrances ; and answered them with 
lu^w^ and gestures so well calcalnied to e» 
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dte the pastions, that tbey were^otaUjr coobund- 
ed^ and (qx^^ coDfeued that. his eloquence was 
tobe dreaded rt^er thsn his arms. . Howev^ 
as they hesitated to CMii{dy with hisumcaioiublft 
demands, he reduced the city of Antiocb t» 
uhes, and took such meuures for exlorting-nev 
ctntiibutiiua, that the Romans wepe actuallf 
alarmed at hu progrev^ and the Pcistana beauae 
joUudcatednridt success. After redudogaewral 
pjaoei o£ iisfnctano^ the Becsias mcnuch ii» 
'TestedDua, a-rich a&d populous dty, which h* 
«aa TC17 denroas-of pMacstrng-; bod fiixUag 
«hat the ganisoh were resolved to defead' tbed^ 
adreftto dte hut exlmnkjr, and pecceinAg> the 
itficontent^riuch ptewuled in faia army, ooaccowat 
«f fiuigne a&d the advanced state ttf the muo% 
■liedetctiunedtoabaodoivltesk^, and leliBft 
40 Ida own dominiaoB. 

' Som after his retinm Choanws recu ved an 
tfndaassy fimi Gnbaxea, prince olEfte-Lasi, coin. 
fUniDgthnt JtMiniBOlMd c»Mfid»Bowd^4B 
.be built (h the «OMt oftheEnxineaea, andlbik 
tffied by a &»aaD ganisooi las the express pu^ 
pose of endavi^ a pe(^)(e who had hitherto e^ 
'^ofei Sit blessiags 1^ liberty mtbout nu^esta^ 
tioo. The kit^ iamcdiaDeljr residred to«spottse 
the cawe of the laai, and acaxdingly kd bia 
:&»TXS into Coldua, where Gubacea m^ him* 
and joimng his amy with a powerful Eeiofbroe- 
incDt acoimpanted hitn to Petra, which was ie^ 
jnediate^-CvaGintDd by the Romans. 

Whibtthe awwduf Cboaroeawas bathed m 
dte Uoodof hia enea^pes, and bts coSers weie 
abundantly replenished with the sp«ls of con- 
quered citjea, die Reman geneml, BeliMTitn, leil 
a nuraeitMis afmy agaiiist Ni^is, but w&a rood 
coii^)elled la raise the siege* To cooaole lili% 
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■elf for this imsfertune he ravaged a few incon- 
uderable places, and having carried ofT some 
spoil) sent a message to Constantinople, import- 
ing that he had triumphed over the Persians, 
though in reality his expedition was rather ho- 
nourable than advantageous. 

Early in the ensuing; spring Chosroes inarched 
his forces into Cotnagene^,- latentUng to advanca 
into Palestine, and plunder the city of Jerusa- 
lem i but finding himself opposed by Belisa- 
rius, and dreading the efiects of a pestilence, 
Twhich had recently passed from Egypt into 
fiiose parts oF the Roman ' territories, he retired 
hastily tovpard the northern proWnces, where he 
recruited his army for the purpose of invading 
Armenia. Justinian, however, being apprised 
of his design, ordered his officers to assemble & 
numerous body of troops on that ade, and 
Chosroes relinquished his projected attempt. 

Next year the Persian monarch led his army 
against the citj- of Edessa, which he had already 
besieged without success, but which he now de- 
termined to ' destroy. However, the citizens 
nade so vigorous a defence, that he found his 
design impracticable, and 'vr?a soon compelled 
to retire into his own territories, where he held 
a conference with the Roman ambassadors, and 
drew them into an insidious treaty, which was, 
in fact, more destructive to their master tl^n 

Shortly after this event, he formed the design 
of transporting his new subjects, the Lazi, who 
were zealous Christians, from their own country 
of Colchis into the centre of Persia, having been 
persuaded by the magi that their diffovence of 
religion would render them unruly and discon- 
tented beneath his gove^ament. To accom- 
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pfish 4hl» Imaitioiii he deemed it lequiite to 
build a rary in the piHt of Petra, which mi^il 
guard the coasts, luid prevent any intercoune 
with the inhabitants of the Roman pTovinccB { 
but whilst iie wras making the needful prepara- 
tions, Gubazes, kin^; of the Laxi, besou^t tfat 
[stitectinn of Justinian, and, with the assistance 
of a Roman army, compelled the Persians t» 
shut themselves up in Petia, which waa iinme> 
diately invested on one »de by Gubaxes, and OB 
the other by the Romans. 

Chosroes, i^ecetving iotelhgence of this tnnu* 
action, commanded Mermeroes, one of his nunt 
experienced ofikers, to hasten with a suitaUe 
force to the relief of Petra. Mermeroes accord 
iOE^y set out for Colchis, at the head of a nume- 
rous army, and, having carried the stralta «f 
Chisune, wtuch the Romans liad left too slender* 
ly guarded) advanced ditvctiy to the dty, when) 
he found the garrison reduced to the most pAlf 
Ue condition, nine hundred men only remaining 
oat of five thousand, and the dead bodies be> 
iog piled up against the walls of the dtadel, 
that the enemy might not be acquunted widt 
so filial a loss. The walls bmg now brokra )m 
many parts, and the whole place in a maimer di> 
lapidated, the Romans regarded the af^pnach 
of Mermeroes as nothing more than a sUght ra> 
prieve ; however, he contrived to reinforce the 
garrison, and put the citadel in a better state of 
defence. 

Having effected tins piMfwae, the Peniian ge> 
neral marched towards Iberia, in expectalioQ of 
|MVcuring aa ample suf^y of provisions for Ua 
army. Hen be encamfied, with a lapd mar 
telwidhim} au^wui^ the titiudoa esU.und7 
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Secure ; but Gubazes, having devised a meOiod 
of crossing the stream, came upon him unex- 
pectedly, and, together with the Romans, made 
a dregful slaughter. Mermferoes, however, re- 
paired the mistake b^ his fiiture cELution, andi 
during the remainder of his life, preserved the 
superiority of the Persian arms ; but his suc- 
cessor, Nachor^;anus, acted with so little pru- 
dence, that, after a long and expensive wari 
ChosToes was c<»npelled to cmKlude a peace with 
the emperor. Gubazes having been treacherous^ 
Ij sssassitiated during the hostilities, his subjects 
were deprived of their liberties, and Nacboragai 
Dus was condemned to be flayed dive for his ill 
conduct. 

Toward the close of Justinian's reign, Choa- 
n>es, being afflicted with a dangerous indisposi- 
tion, requested that some physicians might bs 
sent from Constantinople ; a desire which was 
readily complied with. ■ On the accession of 
the emperor Justin, however, new troubles were 
fomented between the empires, and Chosraes 
revenged some unprovdted outrages, by' plun- 
dering aR the great cities of Syria and Mesopo- 
tamia ; till, on the receipt of an expostulatory 
letter from the empress Sophia, he consented to 
B mice for three years, excepting only the pro^ 
vince of Armeiua, which had first occasioned the 
war. 

Eaily next spring the Persian monarch pre- 
pared to enter Anoenia, designing to penetrats 
into Cappadocia, to reduce Ccsarea, and such 
ether adm as he deemed worthy of notice. Ti- 
berius, who had now succeeded to the empire, 
lent an embassy to (^ssuade himfrom this-cxpe-- 
ditkn, and to make pcppouls for a dursiite 
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peace ; bat Chosroes rdiued toadniit the an^ 
bassadors to bis presence, haughdly observingfi 
thef.mig'ht follow him to CKsarea, where ha 
should find leisure to attend to their proposols.: 
This rough behanoiir gave such umbrage tor 
the Romansj that they resolved to give him 
battlS) having assembled a powerful army, in 
case ihey should be compeUed to enter upon 
hostilities. Chosroes, heating of their determi- 
nation, regarded it as a proof of their Tashnes% 
and quickened hia march, as if desirous .of the 
engagement ; but when he perceived the excel- 
lent discipline of his opponents, and the admi- 
rable disposition of Ibeir * cavalry, he heaved &' 
deep sigh, and seemed much afiecled by hii 
disappointment. Curtius, a Scythian, 'having 
commenced the attack on the left wing of the 
army, the adverse forces immediately jcnued in^ 
clost engagemsDt, and disputed the victory, with' 
intreiud gallantry, but at length the Romang' 
were victorious ; and the Persians, having lost' 
the sacred 6re, and the royal treasures, retired, 
overwhelmed with shame and confusion. 

Next evening Chosroes received intelligence 
that his enemies were divided into separate «»-' 
campments ; upon which he sallied out against 
one of them at midnight, routed them with great 
daughter, an^, having set a village on fire behind ' 
theircamp, marched with all possible expedition : 
toward the Euphrates, that he might cross over ■ 
into his own dominions. However, the Roman - 
general pursued him with suc^ celerity, that be 

* Tiberio^ anictiTC and vigilant prince, had applied 
biniKlf cluKlr to ilie iitiprovemcDt of the cavotrj at hit 
■ccetiinn, at knr.wirg ttai ihc caaicrn proTmces were bet- 
^ dcfeadol by them thou by iD&Dtrf. 
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mft reduced tDtbe necesutyof pMutfrlberitM' 
oa an elephant, and had the mortification to see 
msny of bis bnveat s(4dien perish in the geat- 
Eal coofiision* After this occurreDcer the Ho- 
mans took up their winter quartern in the Per- 
■ian provincea, and Chosroes vas so deeply 
a&cted by hli ill success, that, on his arrival at 
Seleucia, he aickencd and died, after be had.h^ 
the Teina of gOTemment fott7-^:bt years. 
j^ Q The cruel aitd obstinate disposition of 

jj^' Honnisdas, his son and succesactf, was . 
but Ul adapted to soothe the pubtic trou- 
bles, or he^ the voimds of his empire. A ridi- 
culous curiouty reladve to fiiture event^ a 
haughty forbidding carriage, and an impolUic 
mode of conduct toward {(»^gn princes, were 
pronunent traits in his character, and omti- 
nually involved both himaelf and his subjects in 
tbc most serious embarraBsmenta. His fiuth m 
the aasertiona of stnne old diviners caused him 
to regard the . generally of' his subjects as -a 
diacontoited and rebellious race ; and bis goq- 
tumelious treatment of the ambassadors, whom 
Tiberius sent to compliment him on his acces- 
naa, occasioned a new war, wbicfa in the end 
proved very disadvantageous to both parties 

The first military (^rations were not of great 
consequence, but when Plulii^cua arrived ou the 
franti^v with a powerful army from Cctistanti- 
tK^«, the Persians were obliged to leave tlie opea 
- country to the invader's mercy, and consult 
their.own safety by fleeing to the mountaina. 
Philippicua accordingly gratified his troo^ with 
the Founder of all the places that fell mto his 
hands, but bis thirst t^ [uUage having drawn 
bitn too &UC into the country, he was reduced 
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to the otmoM extremity for want of water ; « 
circumstance which induced him to put alt his 
ptisonere to the sword, except the ctuidren who 
were deugned for slaves, but they died in the 
inarch, and thus escaped the miseries which 
they must otherwise have endured. 

After the war had been carried qd for some 
time with various success, Varamus, a Persian 
general, who had obt^oed a considerable share 
of credit by repelling the Turks, received oixlera 
. tocrpsstheriver Araxes,andUiattacktheRoman 
territories on that side. This command was exe- 
cuted with all possible expedition, and Varamus 
had done incredible mischief to the enemy be- 
fore they could assemble an army suSicient to 
take the field. At length, however, Romanns 
offered battle, and the Persian, relying on Us 
own valour, eagerly embraced the proposal, but 
his good 'fortune abandoning him at this junc- 
ture, his cavalry wuv totally defeated, and the 
utmost skill was required to elude a general 
slaughter by retreat. Honnisdaa, being a^ 
finsed cf this misfortune, sent a woman's gar- 
ment to Varamus, uid threatened the vanquish- 
ed ttoopa with dedmatioD ; an insult which 
roused die resentment of the army, and inspired 
theirleader with the thought of effecting a gene- 
nl revcAution. Upon the first intimation of this 
design, Veramns received many assurances of 
assistance; the garrison of Niubis openly de- 
clared for him ; even the king's armyhegan to 
axfaiint signs cf disaffection ; the inhabitants of 
aftUie ra^cities^ookofftheirBllegiaDce; and 
tiie pt^Hitar tumults continued to augment, till, 
at length, Hormisdas was dethroned by a person 
<i the royal Uood) named Bindoee, who had 

, vou vm. p 
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been loaded with chsdns for a slig|ht offence, bat 
was now set at liberty by the insurgents. 

The uilfortunate monarch, hearing that hia 
son Chosroes was nominated his successor, sent 
a message from the prison, whither he had been 
conveyed, requesting the liberty of speaking 
before an assembly of the nobles. This petition 
bdng granted, he made a very long and pathe- 
tic speech, in which he deplored his own mis- 
ibrtunes, invdghed bitterly aganst the authors 
of the rebellion, and earnestly entreated that 
Chosroes might not be permitted to ascend the 
vacant throne, as hia vicious and turbulent na- 
ture would inevitably overwhelm the empire wjfli 
misery and confusion. He recommended his 
younger son to the notice of hia auditors, as a 
virtuous and ingenuous prince, and concluded 
with recapitulating the services he had himself 
rendered the Persians, by reducing many pro- 
vinces, and compelling the neighbouring Bar- 
barians to pay them a regular tribute. At the 
end of this address, Bindoes stood up, and, in 
a long insulting answer, wrought so powerfiilly 
on the passions of the assembly, that they una- 
nimously rejected the counsel of Hormisdas ; 
caused the prince, whom he had recommended 
to their favour, to be cut in pieces ; exercised a 
similar cruelty on his ill-fated mother ; and or- 
dered the eyes of the deposed monarch to be 
put out with a hot iron, that no turn of fortune 
might ever restore him to his former dignity. 
Such was the tragical tennination of this reigft, 
after it had continued twenty-one years. 
, yj These objects of popular resentment 
J9I. twing removed, Chosroes ascended the 
throne, amidst the acclamations of the 
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pMldCi who celebrated his accession with every 
^emonstrtUion of joy, and made vowa for his 
prosperity. For some time he treated his fitther 
with great lenity, sending him a daily allowance 
of &>od from his own table, granting him many 
anuisements, W3d ordering him ptnpter attend- 
ance ; but, on the unhappy prince reproaching 
him with cruelty and unnatural baseness, he 
caused him to be beaten with cudgels till he ex- 
pired. Having, by this diabolical act, delivered 
himself from the voice of upbraiding, and sup- 
posing himself sufficiendy established in the 
kingdom, he gave splendid entertainments to his 
nolMlity, distributed the royal treasures with un- 
exampled profu sen cas among the lower orders, 
and commanded all the prisons in his dominions 
to be thrown open, that the fame of his libera- 
lity might ensure the affection of his subjects. 
But whilst he was taking these measures fbr the 
aggnmdizenient of his power, Varamus advanc- 
ed at the head of bis troops, and effected a coun- 
ter-revolution, so that Chosroes was compelled to 
abandon his palace, and seek his safety in a pre- 
(apitate flight. Varamus then entered the dty 
of Cte^phon with all imaginable pomp, and, af- 
ter exercising the utmost severity on all persona 
who had evinced any affection for the royal fami- 
ly, invited the grandees of the kingdom to seve- 
ral sumptuous entertainments, and affected the 
greatest humanity, beneficence, and condescen- 
sion : but, on his assuming the royal ornaments 
at a solemn fesdval, the sparks of discontent 
were blown into an open flame, and the nobles, 
pursuant to the advice of Bindoes, attacked the 
palace in the dead of the night. Thb attempt, 
Liwever, was frustrated by the gallant defence of 
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VaramuB and his attendants, who, tAcr a Bagtri- - 
nary conflict, slew most of the assailants, except 
Biiidoes, and a tew of hia friends, who fl«d to- 
ward Media for the purpose of raising forces for 
Chosroes. 
■ Elated with this succesa, and impatient to asv 
some the regal title, Varamus now sent an em>- 
bassy to Constantinople, soliciling the friendship 
of the emperor Mauritius ; but Choaroea having 
already conciliated the emperor's esteem by a let- 
ter, in which he pathetically entreated his asss- 
tance against a revolted people, the ambassadors 
were disrnissed without any answer, and such fbr> 
midable preparations were made against Vara- 
mus, that the Persians, ever ready to change 
with the vane of fortune, gradually went to serve 
under the banners of their prince ; and Chosroes, 
having defeated the army of Varamus, and taken 
^ thousand prisoners, re-ascended the throne- 
In order to express his sense of the oMigation 
conferred on him by the Romans, the re>natated( 
monarch sent a golden cross, enriched vrith pre- 
dous stones, to the church of Serous the mar^- 
tyr ; married a Christian woman, on whom be 
bestowed the title of queen, in opposition to the 
laws of his country ; and professed such friend- 
ship toward the Christians, that many supposed 
he intended to change his religion, though, in 
the course of a few years, he gave the most con- 
vincing proofs of an irreconcileable aversion to 
the true feith. 

When he found himself firmly established in 
die supreme dignity, he lud a«de all the foreign 
customs, which he had adopted to ingratiate 
himself with the Romans, and assumed the 
State ftnd behaviour of a Persian monarch, as if 
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'ke had never taated the cup of tdvtnity. Ha 
tteated all who had any share in the &Tour or 
adminbtiatioQ of Vanunaa with UDparaltekd 
•everity, and, by restoring die ancient Persian 
conatitudon, rendered' himself so terrible to his 
B^^boun, that a barbarous prince, with whom 
Varamus had taken ibelteTt caused his guest to 
be poisoned, that bimeelf might elude the veb- 
geaoce of Cbosroes* 
. jy The assassination of the emperor Man- 
^. ' ritius fuTnished Chosroes with a plauu- 
ble pretext for taking up arms against 
ihe Romans. Accordingly, he assembled a 
powerful army under colour of revmging the 
death of his protector, arvl mode all the neces- 
sary preparations for entering the R<»nan fron- 
tiers, though Phocas used his utmost eicerdons 
to appease him by large presents, and more con- 
sder^e promises. Hts first campaign waa 
mther UDSUCcessfid, the adverse troops making 
a gallant resistance ; but, on the death of their 
gtneral, he obtained a deasive victory, and lead 
ail die frontiers under contribudon. He then 
pursued hia advant^;e with such unremitting 
Bsuduity, that, in the apace of rune years, he 
[dunderedthe provinces of Syria, Mesopotamia* 
Pbienida, Armenia, Cappadocia, Galatia, Paphr 
b^ionia, and all the country ae iar as Chalcedon ; 
ravaged Judea, pillaged the dty of Jerusalem, 
and Bcdd ninety thousand Christians to the Jews 
m his dominions, who put them all to death. 

These extraordinary conquests having increas- 
ed his ambiUoQ arid pride, he made an expedi- 
tion into Egypt in the twenty-seventh year of 
his rdgn, arid, having divided his army, reduced 
Alexai^ria, and all the country toward Libya, 
P2 
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with one tfivision, While the other penetnited to 
tile thitiliers of EthiopiE^ bik). added the empire 
of Africa to that of A^a; an achieveinent which 
all his anc««tors from ArUxares had thirsted 
ibrin vuti. 

The emperor Heraclius, being extremely afi 
flictcd by the «ght of those horrid cruelties 
which matted the progress of the Persians, and 
finding that Chosroes meditated an attack on the 
. Constantinopolitan em^nre, sent ambassadors to 
Fepreaent the deplorable consequences of pro- 
kmgiugthe war, and to ofier peace upon any 
terms that were not absolutely dishonourable ; 
hat the haughty conqueror, elated with his ac* 
quisitions, and aiming at the utter destruction of 
tiie Roman name, dismissed them with this mes* 
aage : " Let your master knew that I will not 
accede to any terms of accommodadon till he, 
with all his subjects, shall ctmsent to renounce 
his cracilied God, and worship the sun, the great 
god of the Persians." Heraclins, fired with a 
laudable inctignation at this im[uous answer, im- 
mediately concluded a peace with the other bar* 
btuians, and marched in person, at the head of a 
formidable army, against the self-suSicient mo 
aarch, who was now defeated in several pitched 
battles, stripped of the recently conquered pro- 
vinces, and finally murdered in a dungeon by 
command of his own son, whom he had unjustly 
endeavoured to exclude from the succession. 
j^ _ Siroes, having ascended the throne of 

5jg/ Persia, concluded a treaty of perpetual 
peace with Heracliua ; gave ZachariaS, 
patriarch of Jerusalem, and all the Roman cap- 
tives, their liberty ; and sent back the wood which 
was supposed to have been part of the cross oa 
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Ttddi the adnvUe Messiah suffered for the un of 
the world, and which had been carried in tri< 
umph, by the iniquitous Choaroes, from Jenisa- 
km into Persia ; but Siroes did not long enjojr 
the advant^^s resulting from the union between 
Ae two empires, as he was murdered by one of 
bis generals, after he had worn the crown about 
twelve mon^s. 

His son, Ardeser, waa next invested with the 
goveniment, but he was assassinated in the ae> 
Tenth month of his reign by Sartias, commander 
ki chief of the Persian forces ; who, presuming 
on the affection <^ the soldiery, seized the di^ 
dem for himself. A civil war, however, was 
immediately kindled, which crushed the ambi> 
tious projects of the usurper, and elevated Isdn 
gettes to the throne. 

The rngn of this prince was short and unhap* 
py, bong convulsed with domestic feuds, and 
shaken by formidable iavanons. He is said* 
bowever, to have defended his country with be- 
coming resolution a^nst the Saracens, who, un- 
der the successors of Mah<»net, ravE^^ed the tur- 
cst parts of Ana, till the spirits of his subjects 
were entirely broken by repeated defeats. At 
last, he was slain in the field of battle ; and m 
him the royal line of Artaxares became extinct. 
His death was immediately followed by the de- 
struction of the Persian empire, which had main- 
tained' a splendid existence for upwards of four - 
hundred years, under a succession of princes, in 
general magnificent, but of various chiu^acter &nd 
KHtune. 
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THE ANCIENT HISTORY OF PERSIA, 

j^mrdmg to the Oriektal Author*. 

Wk «faall Gonnder the Andeot History of Irao 
or Persia in the following Epitome, as com- 
prehending that space of time between the 
Creation, or eaiiiest records, and the middle 
of the Seventh Century, when the Mussul- 
mans overthrew the Sassanian Government : 
and we shall divide our work, hke the Asiatic 
historians) into four parts. 

SECTION I. 

T/ie First, w FeahtbaSan Dymaty. 

I. rUIUMERAS, or Caiumrai/t, according t» 
some traditions, the first man or Adam, 
according to others, the descendant of Shem, 
the son c^ Noah, is considered by all as the most 
ancient king : he undertook the arduous task of 
civilizing maiUcind; instructed them in useful 
arts, and subdued the Deeves, who are described 
by poets aa hideous monsters, with daws and 
tails ; but whom we may suppose the barbarous 
inhabitants of the northern re^ons. According 
to the historiui Taiari, tlua monarch was coti- 
temporary with the prophet £dri« or Enoch ; 
and some Europeui writers have thought him 
the Ckedortaomer-, king of Elam, mentioned in 
the Bible.* " He lived in the mountains," says 
Tabari, " and was so prodigiously tall, that no 
" one could look upon him without &ar." In 
* Ceocna, ch. xiiL 
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this respect he was not singular, if we tranfilate 
the Hebrew o^m nffUaSm, as the aeptuagint 
and Tulgate by vyi and giga^) allow the word 
its common acceptation, and suppose CEtiumenis 
an antediluvian, for " there were giants on the 
earth in those da^a," as we read in Genesis, chi 
Ti.4. Inlongevity, also, he corresponds to the pa- 
triarchal ages, for he is s^d to hare lived seven 
hundred or a thousand years, although he reigned 
only thirty, according to some tractions. In the 
latter paK of his life he descended from the 
mountains, and laid the foundation of latdchar 
(or Persepolis) and Btdkh. He is supposed to 
have flourished about nine hundred yeaia before 
Christ. 

II. Hutheng, sumamed Peuhdad, or the put 
btv^iiier, was, according to Tabari, the son, but, 
if we may believe Ferdusi, the grandson of Caia- 
meras, by Siamek, who died during the old mo- 
niuch's reign. HU^eng introduced the art of 
working metals ; invented the saw and axe ; 
struck sparks front the flint ; and thus gave 
origin tofire worship, accotding to the Magian. 
traditions: " wlulst the Jews affirm," says Ta- 
bari, " that he was of their religion." He 
founded a dty in Khuzistan,' or Suuana, and 
reigned forty, or, as some say, four hundred 
years ; he was by many called Irtm, whence 
Perna is said to have derived its name. From 
his surname also the whole dynasty has bera 
styled PeUhdtuUmu 

III. Ta/anunM, the s<Hi, or grandson of Hu»- 
hcng, from his victories over the demons or 
savages, was sumamed Deeve-bend, He first 
made armour and caparis(»i for horses. Some 
Bccuae him of idolatry, but T^iari vitidicateshis 
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religious character, and adds, that he first intm- 
duced the art of wnting, and lived one hundred 
years ; but his reign is limited to thirty by many 
writers. • Some ancient ruins at Babylon and 
Mom are said to be the remains of his works. 

, IV. Jemshid, the Bon (or brother) of Tahmu- 
ras, is supposed to have flourished eight hundred 
years before Christ. He brought to perfection 
the arts introduced by his predecessors ; taught 
the manufacture of cotton, silk, and linen ; ex- 
tended the city of Istakhar, or Persepolis, to the 
length of twelve parasangs, and the breadth of 
ten. Me divided the people into four classes ; 
pnests and learned men, soldiers, husbandmen 
and artisans. Some say he worshipped the sun 
and moon : idolatry, according to others, pre- 
vailed in his time ; but Tahari aflimis, that he 
was of the religion of Enoch. The use of the 
solar year, and the feast called J^'uruz, held on 
the first day of it, and still celebrated among 
the Persians, were introduced by Jemahid, who 
reigned, as the romances tell us, seven hundi-ed 
years. He was put to death by 

, V. Zohak (or Dhuhak) perhaps the Dtjokea of 
Herodotus, who usuiped the throne about seven 
hundred and eighty years before ChrisL This 
tyrant was son of an Arabian king, if we may- 
credit Mirkhond, and others trace his pedigree 
to Slamek, the son of Caiumeras< His surname 
was Biour or Biver-ai}i j the meaning of which, 
in old Persian, was ten thouaand horses ; and his 
name Dkobak is said to be compounded of two 
words {dell and oitr,) signifying ten vices or 
crimes for which he was in&mous. The pro- 
phet Noah was sent to him, as Tabari informs 
u> ; but we find a ptince of the same name go- 
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Tcming Perma many centuries after the deluge, 
and some writers allow him a. reign of one thou- 
sand years. His cruelties at last occasioned a re* 
volt, and one Kad ot K<nieh, a blacksmith of Is- 
pahan, having hoisted his leathern apron as a 
standard, was soon at the head of a powerdd ar- 
my, slew Zohttk, and placed Feridotat on the ' 
throne. This standard, richly decorated with 
jewels by successive princes, was preserved un^ 
the year of our %ra G3G, when the Mussulmans 
took it in the battle of Cadesia, and the jewels 
which adoi-ned it were dispersed amongst the 
victorious Arabs. 

VI. Ferideiai or Aferidotat, a descendant of 
Jemshid, and the son of Mcem or Athvian, ac- 
wwding to some traditions, had been concealed 
during the reign of Zohak, and ascended the 
thrraie about seven hundred and fifty years beSjre 
Christ. He divided his empire into three parts : 
to his eldest son, Salm, he gave the western coun- 
tries, limited by the river Euphrates ; the east- 
ern, of which tjie Tthoun or Oxus was the boun- 
dary, to his second son. Tour ; and the interme- 
diate region, the most fertile and temperate of 
all, to his youngest and fevourite son Iraje ^i«' 
Iretch, called also Iran, as some say, who ftoin 
him, rather than from Husheng, before mention- 
ed, they would derive the name of Perua. This 
distribution not pleasing the elder brotiiers, they 
combined against Iraje, and slew him. He left, 
however, one daughter, whom according to many 
historians, Feridoun, her grand&ther, espoused 
(for there is reason to believe that incest was not 
conudered criminal hy the Persians until the 
change of reli^on after Mohammed ;) and ftx>m 
this marriage proceeded ABnocheher, a Taiiaut 
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^inoe, who, in revei^ tor the murder of Irnje^ 
slew Salm and Tour, and was rewarded with the 
imperial diadem by Peiidoun, who died, after a 
Kien of five hundred years. He is said to hare 
resided chiefly at .^mol, on the southern coast of 
the Caspian sea, and to have first mounted an 
elephant ; and his virtues, his power, and his 
magnificence, are celebrated in all the chronicles 
and romances of Iran> 

VII. Mimxfieher, or ManutAeher, is described 
by Tabari as contemporary with Moses. In his 
^ne ^ratiab, king of Asiatic Tartaiy, who was 
descended from Thur, invaded Persia, and oblig- 
ed Minocheher to conclude a treaty, whereby 
certain boundaries were prescribed to their re- 
spective dominions. It is said that the Umlts 
were to be ascertained by a bow shot, and that a 
certain archer of Minocheher's army, having 
climbed to the summit of a hill in Tabaristan, dis- 
charged an arrow with such force, that it reach- 
ed the banks of the river Jihoon or Oxus, a dis- 
tance of (at least) five hundred miles. In Ids 
reign fiourished Saum, a feudal prince of Zablcs- 
tan or Sejestan, the &ther of Zaul, and grand- 
father of RuMtam, the Persian Herculus, whose 
exploits are celebrated in the Shahnamek of Fer- 
dusi, and a thousand other romances. 

VIII. Mtdah, the son of Minocheher, after a. 
rrign of seven years, was slain by Afraaab, who 
had again invaded Persia about the year 690 be- 
fore Chiist. 

IX. Jfroiiab. As this Tartanan governed 
Persia twelve years, he is by many historiws 
ranked among the Peishdadian monarcbs. Hav- 
ing been, at last, driven within the limits of his 
own kingdom, the throne of Iran was filled by 
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X. Zav or Zaui, the son of Tahmasfi, and 
rrandson of Minocheher, about six hundred and 
forty years before Christ According to Tabari, 
he was the offspring of an incestuous marriage 
between Tahmasti (who died before Minocheher) 
kndhisown dau^ler. Zavi aftev frequent bat- 
tles with Afrasiab, defeated him on the tenth 
day (named jiban) of the month ^ban (Octo- 
ber ; " which," says Tabari, " the Persians still 
celebrate." He was a just and amiable king, 
repaired all the injuries which his country had 
suffered from the oppression of Afra^ab, and 
for seven years exempted his subjects from taxes 
or tribute. Historians differ in their accounts of 
his reign, which some say was of three, whilst 
others extend it tofiye, eleven, and even thirty, 
years. 

XI. Gar»Ao^orGCT-4Aas/',isby Tabari, styled 
the vi^er of Zav, and by many writers is 
reckoned his son or nephew, and said to have 
participated with him in the administration of 
government. According to some, he reigned 
thirty years, others say but six ; and there are 
several who do not allow him a place among the 
Peishdadians, whose history, however, closes 
here, about six hundred years before the Chris- 
tian xra, by a moderate calculation, which as- 
signs to the ten or eleven kings of this first dy- 
nasty a space of nearly three hundred years. 

Before we proceed to the second race, we shall 
observe oh Uie religion and language of the 
Peiahdadian Bovereigns ; that, according to the 
oldest Persian writers, they differed but little 
from those of their successors, although some 
may hare occaaionally paid homage to the stm 

Vol. Vni. Q 
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luid moon, and othen have been accused ot ido- 
latry- We read, in Tabari's history of ACdo- 
cheher, that Feridoun and his Ikmily were fire- 
worshippen. And in several parts of the Shah- 
nameh, fire temples are described as having ex- 
isted loogbefore the age of Zcraiuthl or Zoroaster. 
Indeed, from some nutauscripts, it appears that 
Husheng introduced the adoration of fire, &!• 
though in other woib he seems confounded 
with Mad, or MUt-abad, who is described as the 
first prophet of the Persians, and whose religion 
seems to have been a compound of idolatry, 
sabxism, and fire-worship. As to the language 
of Iran in the time of those early kings, the 
Eastern writers suppose it to have been the 
Pahlaviot Pehtoi, which very strongly resemble 
the Chaldaiclt. Ferdusi, the Persian Homer, 
always represents die heroes of his great histo- 
rical romance, as conver^ng and vrriting in this 
ancient tongue, " and he derives the surname of 
Zohak (Biver-asp) from the Pahlain word Bivtr, 
Minifying a nimiber, which in the modem Heri 
dialect is drh-Ataaur (or ten thousand.") 
" JTu/a 6»vfr ax PafUavi der Shumaur 
" Bou4 he zebaun-i Deri dehJiaxaur" 



The Setrnid or Caianian Dynmty, 

1. f*M.K0B4D, a lineal descendant of Mino. 

cheber, was contemporary with Solomon, 

according to Tabari, and in Sir William Jones's 

" Short liutory of Perma," is placed six hundred 
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•ad ten fears before the commcnccnieiit of our 
Ma. The title Od, which (Ustinguishes the 
kings of this dynasty, is aaid to signify mighty 
or powerful. Under Cai-Kobad the illustrious 
KuBtam began to display that intrepidity of mind 
and preternatural vigour of body, which cofl- 
fixinded all the enemies of Iran, and procured 
him the appellation of Jehaan-Phievan, or " the 
vKrld"! c/aef Aero." To him Cai-Kobad and bis 
successors were indebted fiir various triumphs 
OTer the Asiatic Tartare, who, under Afnisiabi 
continued to annoy the Peruana by frequent in- 
vasions. The seven labours of Rustam, fully 
equivalent to the twelve of Hercules, are celebr&- 
t^ by Ferduai, and he ti, pciiiaps, the only his- 
toric character of whom the Persian painters tit 
different ^es seem to have entertained but one 
idea ; for, m the Uluininated manuscripts, as if 
copying finm some andent model, they general- 
ly represent him of the same complexion, in the 
same singular dress, with the same weapons, his 
mace, noose, and other attributes. Of this great 
warrior, whose ancestors were, according to Fet>> 
dusi, the Shahs, or Soverdgns of A'mrouz (fte 
province of Sejeit&u or ZeUestan) a montiment 
called the mound or bank of Rustam, fband^. 
KuUamJ was visible near the river ffeirmetid, ia 
that country, until the fimrteenth century of our 
aera, when every vestige of it, as an authentic 
historian relates, was utterly effaced by the sa- 
vage troops of Timour. From this digrcsuont 
vluch seemed due to a personage so celebrated 
in the eastern annals, we shall return to the his- 
tory of Cai-Kobad, who reigned, it is stdd, odb 
hundred years. 
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II. Cai-Xaia succeeded hb &ther Cai-Kohodt 
fttmut six hundred years before Christ ; by som* 
of our historians he is supposed to have been 
Darius the Mede, and by many oriental writers 
he is confounded with Nimrod ; he atlemptcdi 
borne on the wings of eagles, to soar above th« 
clouds, and pry into the secrets of the stars ; h« 
made war with the Deeves or saVages of Mazan- 
deran, and was taken prisoner, but liberated by 
the &moua Rustam ; he may, in fact, have in- ^ 
vaded the northern provinces and been defeated ; 
and his attempt to explore the celestial spheres 
is, probably, nothing- more than his fondness of 
astronomical studies, to indulge which he erected 

a lofty building or observatory at Babylon. Hii 
(on Siavesh, or Siavfkkth, having resisted the 
amorous allurements of his step-mother Sudabah, 
was accused by tlie offended queen of an attempt 
to violate her chastity, ^d we read in the Shah- 
oamehj that he proved his innocence by passing, 
unhurt, through a pile of blazing wood— ^n eJir- 
ly< instance of the fiery ordeal. Siavesh, by » 
daughter of Afrasiab, had a son named Cai-Kho»^ 
ru, who as his father was murdered in Tartar^ 
before the death of Kaus, succeeded to the Pei> 
sian throne. 

III. Cm-JCfiotru, seeking revenge for the death 
of his father Siavash, waged constant wars with 
Afrasiab, who at length was slain. Cai-Khosru, 
according to Sii' William Jones, is the Cyrus of 
our historians, and is placed in the year 568, be- 
fore Christ. Tabard informs us, that having at- 
tained his chief object in avenging the murder of 
bis &ther, this king resigned the croivn to his 
subjects, who, at his recommendation, bestowed 
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it on « pritKc of the royil blood named Lolw 
nsp I and Tabari adds, that Cai-Khoaru retiicd 
Irom the haunts of men, asd that the place <X 
bis death has Dcver been disoovereiL 

rV. Lo/tora^ was io the citf of Balkh whce 
be assmned the diadem, and msunted the Perai. 
«n thnme, which was of gold, studded with jcw- 
ds, and it* four feet of rubiea. Having dispatch- 
ed one of his oobles, t»med Bakht-4iasaer, (or 
Nebuchaduezau-} with an xnaj, to goFem Me- 
ac^tamia^ Syria, and Studaaa, he resolved to 
aaake the iHHthein ptxmnces his own residence,- 
tfaat he might the better repel the Tartar or Tou- 
ranian invadeiik The pn^het Jeremiah, in his 
time, was sent to the children of Israel, and 
warned them of Bakht-nasser'a approach, but 
they reriled aitd imprisoned him imtil BaUit- 
vasser restored him H> tibetty, and destroyed Je- 
rusalem with the temple, and led back, vrith him 
to Babylon a multitude of prisoners, among 
whom was Daniel, accordifig to the historian Ta- 
tnri. Having reigned an hundred and twenty 
years, Lahorasp resigned the cr»wn to his eldest 
«on, 

V. Gtuhimfu, who began his reign at Balkh, 
about five hundred years before the commence- 
ment of our zra, and is known to our writers as 
Darius Hystaspisi We are informed by Taban, 
that being ^[deased at the havoc which Bakht- 
nasser had made in Palatine, be scnl another of 
his nobles (called Kttna) Xa govern at BabykHi, 
with. orders to send back the Jewish captives to 
their own country. These, havmg chosen Dani- 
el for their chief, returned to Jerusalem, and socn 
restored the holy dty to its former state. Here 
the Pcman anrala become verr interestii«, w 

<ja 
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they connect sacred and pro&ne history, but tJis 
iiotits of our present plan will not allow us to &>]• 
low Tabari through his venerable and voluniinous 
records. 

We hasten to another event for which the 
reign of Gushtasp is remarkable. Zenuiaht or 
Zerdusht^ (whom the Greeks call Zoroaster) ati- 
Dounced himself as a prophet ; endeavoured to 
prove his divine mission by miracles ; and exhi-> 
bited the work called Zendaveata, written in let- 
ters of gold, on twelve thousand skins of parch- 
ments, which) when the king embraced his doc- 
trines, was deposited in the castle of Istakhar or 
Fersepolis. On ttie subject of his religion we 
shall offer a few remarks at the end of this sec-, 
tion, and proceed to relate that Gushtasp, having 
(paused the death of his gallant son Jsferidyar, 
. whom he instigated to a combat with Rustam, 
resigned the crown to his grandson. 

VI. Bahmim or jirdesMr, the son of Isfendyar, 
succeeded his grand^tther Gushtasp, about four 
hundred and sixty-four years before the com- 
mencement of our xra. And as the Persians 
call him Dirazdeat or long handed, we may sup. 
pose him the Artaxerxes /»»«;«*"(■ or LoD^mtmus 
of the Citek and Latin histortana. In his reign 
the celebrated Kustam was slain by a stratagem 
of his own brother. According to Tabari, tliia 
monarch, in consequence of an insult ofi'ered to 
his ambassador by the Israelites, reinstated 
Bakht-nasstr in the government of Babylon, and 
sent him with an army to Jerusalem, which he 
again destroyed, killing many thousands, and 
leading away multitudes of captives. Id the 
extent of his domijiions Ardeshir seems to be the 
Aha&uei-us of scripture, who " rngntd/rom India 
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nWR unto EthU^aa," kc and a circumatance re- 
corded bf Tabari proves the identily. Hia chirf 
queen, saya the hiatoriau, having offended hinir 
was put to death, and he espoused a beautifiil 
damsel named E»ter, whona be discovered amcN^ 
the Jewish captives ; &x her sake he reetored 
them to freedom, and after seventy years from 
the second deGtnictti» of Jemsaiem, they vera 
^^n permitted to rebuild that dty, to whidt 
the prophet Daniel retired. Ardesiiir was a 
zealous fire-worshipper, erected many temples, 
aiMl died after a reign of <me hundred years (or 
one hundred and twelfe) leaving the crown to 
his daughter Homai, {who was also his wife) as 
his SOD, named Sa»Kn, had retired lb a life of iv 
ligious privacy. 

VII. jFfionoi, thedaughterand wifeoffiahmaa 
Ardeshir, waa pregnant stt the time of his death. 
When delivered of a male child, lest he should 
deprive her of the crown, she caused him to be 
placed in a bos with money and jewels, and 
secretly cast into the river, on which he was 
found floating by a poorman, who called him 
Darab, and educated him as his own son. In 
the mean time, Homai erected a splendid palace 
at Istakhar, of which the ruins now called 
' ChehfbrdnaT or the fiirt^ PiOan, are said to be 
vestiges, Oarab, having rendered himseif emi- 
nent by some acts of valour^ was introduced at 
court, and the secret of his birth being discovered, 
Uomai resigned her crown into his hands, and 
retired to a private life about the year 424, 
before Christ. 

Vni. Darab or Dim the great, is supposed 
to be the Dariuii Mttkua of our historians. To 
bim the neighbouring princes sent tnbutt^ 
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«K»%otheTBr Philip of Macolon, vhoee dauf^ 
tcr, BCcMKUng to swtvt acoounts, Diu^ mar-- 
nedi but finding her brealb o^nsive, sent her 
back«. pit^naiit^ to Greece, where 9bt produced 
Sduuderor AlexKoder the Great ; but this is 
tine rotnance irfFerdiw, and rejected I^ Tidiari, 
Nialni, and other writers, vho iufinm ub that 
Dartd) reigned twelve Tears after Homai, and' 
van succeeded by \m aoa. 

IX. Barab (or JOara) the lesser or the secom^ 
vhota-VK caH Darius, and whom we may place 
duee hundred and thirty-oeven yeiffs before 
Christ ; having sent to Macedonia for the uaoal 
tribote, which Alexander refiised to pay, Dara 
waged war \rith die Greeks, and lost his crown, 
and his Gfe near Erdil or Arhela, where he was 
asBRiunated bytwo of his own <riBcers, but did 
not expire until afeer a - penonal interview with 
Alexander, bi ctmsequence cf his dyii^ request, 
tile victorious prince espoused AwAent or Rosana 
tiie daughter of Darab, puiushed the assassins, 
and proceeded to Istakhar or Persepolia, where 
he ascended the Persian throne. 

X. Sekanderatlakender, as the Asiatics call 
the Alexander i^ classic history, is generally 
reckoned among the sovereagns of Iran. Extra- 
ordinary as the actions of this hero may i^pear 
in the wo^ of European authors, they are 
tdezoned with innumendile exaggerations in the 
eastern romances ; but the graver historians of 
Perna i^ree in most p<unts on the subject of his 
life with those ofGreece and Rome. The cele- 
brated JWumi has collected various ancient tm- 
Ations'conceming this illustrious conqueror; in 
lua poem, called Sekander JVameh, he informs us,' 
that the bedu of the jnagi or fire-worsbippen 
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were destroyed by his order, but that he prcseir- 
ed, and caused to be translated into Grc^ aU 
the Persian treatisea on philosophy, astnoiomy 
and other sciences ; that Aristotle vas his vizier ; 
and that he visited the queen of the Amtixonu 
He is said also to have erected a snipendouR waU 
{of which the remains stiU exist nesr Derfoend, 
on the Cas[nan Sea,) to exclude the n(»lheni sa- 
vages, the sons of Yajoi^e and Majoujt, or G<^ 
and Magog ; and ihat, . having extended bis vio 
lorious arm* over the g^-eater portiMi of the 
world, he died at Shahr-zaury near Babylon, afur 
a rngQ of fourteeo years over the Persian cnapire. 

Of the Caianian monarche before the age of 
Zeraiathi or Zoroaaeer, the religion pmbaUy waa 
composed of sabxism and fire-wonhip. Zera* 
tuaii appears to have only purified that which htt 
found ill Iran, abolished some supetttitioiw, and 
introduced others, with Dew ceixmonics and 
icHms of prayer. To him, perttapa, may. be as- 
cribed the sy^m of our ^r*t prhtdftte with tvo 
lecttndary, ormayd, and aJierimoh g<^ SJld evil 1 
the Ferouaa, Jzeds, a multiplicity of ilifnior bjh- 
rits ; but the worship of one invisible and.almigh- 
ty Creator under the viaibje symbol of fire, and 
the doctrine of rewards and punishments ioafti* 
ture state, the deformity of vice, and excetknce 
of virtue, which he inculctUes, were acknow- 
le(^;ed in Iran, according to Uie most ancient 
writers, long be&re the ^e of his nuBsioB. From 
Gusbtasp, to Alesauder, there is reason to be- 
lieve that the religion of the Zend was imiverstd- 
ly professed among the Peraians, and the lait- 
. guage, probably, suffered but little if any vaiia- 
tion from the time of the precedii^ dynasty. 
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TXe AMtauait for Artaddm) Dytuaty, divided hy' 
tout* WrUm into the jithkaiwm and Mhghadtm,. 

IN the annids of Peraiin hietory there are fe*^ 
parts more otncured than thia on which we 
now enter. Some have contented theniBelves 
with tellic^ us, that on the death of Alexander 
-several independent princes, whom they call 
MakuA al Tavatfef, established their authority in 
dilTerent provinces of Iran, and that tbdr de- 
Bceitdants governed it in this divided state until 
ArdetAu" BtUiekan, in the beginning of the third 
century, reduced them to suhmtMion, and re- 
stored the empire to its original integrity and 
■ptendcHii According to all hbtorians, those 
petty princes, although each retained his own 
teninory, ackjwwledged as their chief .fiA^it or 
(Anaces) a brother of Dara the second, snd 
under Mm defeated Autakhaak or (AiUipchuB) 
irtu> bad nvaded Perua, and afterwards Con- 
stantiae. Scnnc writers then proceed to the 
history of Zacharinh the prophet of the Virgin 
Maiy, who concaved from the breath of an 
angel, of tfie miracles of Jesus, of the Roman 
emperors, Aral^an [nincea, the prophet Jonas, 
and other perstmages, who flourished during the 
tiiAe of those Molout al Tavayef, and without 
mentioning any regular succesuon, bring us to 
the close of their dynasty in the defeat of jirda- 
ban by Ardfldr, But from the worits of other 
historians, we shall endeavour to fill this chasm, 
iwgiuning with 
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I. Miek {^nace*) bw of Darab the Erab 
He begBD to nitpi i^Miut two bundred and fbity- 
cight yean befiu« Christ, end wu chief of the 
Peman kings or petty princes fifteen years. 

II. A»^t the second succeeded iaa fitther^ 
and rag;ned, according to nrious writem, six* 
seven, or twelve years. 

HI. SAitfiour {&^ior) the sod of Ashefc, was 
aumamed the Great King, on account of his 
victoriesmver the Greeks. In his time the lovet 
of Ftdi arid Ramein furnished a. subject &>r one 
of the oldest and most extraordinary romances 
of Iran. We are informed by Bdjtz Abru that 
Shafmer reigned forty-two years, but, according 
to HitmdaUah Mutterfi, he was king but six* 
Miridiond says, that the Inrth of Christ is placed 
by some writers in this lung's time, but by othen 
much later. 

tV. BoAaram (or Fartmc») the son <^ Shap- 
ner, was surnamed Gudttrx, He creeled wi 
immense fire tem[rie, and reigned eleyen years. 

V. Palath ( Vologetty son of Baharam, re^;a. 
ed eleven, or, as some say, fifteen yean. 

VI. Sorrmtd, or IStmmz., the son of Pala^, 
discovered the treasures of king Feridoun, and 
leigned fifteen or sixteen yearb 

VII. JKint, the son of PoAuA,' succeeded his 
brother Hormuzd. He is said to hare had forty 
wives, and reigned fiwty yeara ; but some tell ua 
he was king only fourteen. 

VIII. J^rouz, the son of Htyrmizd, succeeded 
his uncle Narai, and reigned seVcntecD yeats. 

IX. Paiath, the son of Firouz, rugncd twelve 
' years, accardiDg to the historian MiiUiond. 

X. KhoK-u, the sop uSPaliuhy is said by somo 
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to hare Tci);ned tven^-four years ; by IvGiUidnd 
and othen forty. 

XI, Palaah{<}TPaiaeMm)ihe son of Palaihy 
son of Firouz, was killed by The fall t>f his tent- 
pole. He is confounded by some with his prede- 
cessor, and ia said, in the TariJch Jekan Ara, \a 
have reigned twelve years. 

XII. Ardtroan, at Artaitom*, the son of Pa- 
laahan, reined thirteen years. He was, accord- 
iBg; to several historians, last of the race pro- 
perly called Asldcanian. 

After Ardaban ragned a prince of the satne 
name, descended from the race of Faribon, the 
son of Cm-Kaus. This Ardaban was the son of 
Ashegh, from whcon this second branch of the 
Molwk al Tavayef derived the name of Aahgha- 
nians. The eight kings of this Eimily were, • 

■ L Theabove-menti<Hied-^n£iAan, who snatiA* 
ed the emjnre from the Ashkanians, and reigned 
twenty-three years. 

■ II. Moxm, the son of Athegh, reigned after 
lus brother twelve, or sixteen years. 

. III. jP«/aiA,'thesonof.4>A^,or,assome say, 
of JTAojru, rdgned twelve years. The Tarikh 
Gozideh places the birth -of Christ in this king's 
reign. 

IV. Gvdarz, sumamed the Great, succeeded 
his bther Fatash, and reigned thirty years, ac- 
cording to the bistoriw AUrkfaond. 

V> Aorn, the son of Gudarz, reigned twenty 
jrears. Some writers make him the grandson of 
Gttdarzi.and say, that his &ther reigned ten 
years, and himself deven. 

VI< Gudarz, son of A&r», reigned ten years. 
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VII. Jfbrti, SOD of Gtttfiirt, was en^ged in 
wvs with Ibe Greeks who invaded Fenia ; and, 
after a reign of ekvcn, (hs according to Khondf- 
>M-, the son of Mirkhond, fifteen years, he was 
Buceeded by hia son 

VIIL Jrxlaban (w Ardaotai) the ArtabatMa a{ 
our histmians. He was slain in battle with Ar- 
deMr £ai*kan, about tvo hundred yetav after 
Christ. Wi^ Afdaban terminated this dynasty, . 
which we call tbcA of the Part^kma or jittmddt. 

Of those kings who governed in Perwa after 
Alexander, many are accused of idolatry and 
paljtheisni. It is probaUe that some of them 
aduftod the religion of the Greeks, and we find 
Grcek devices and inicriptions on the Arsacidan 
CoinB ; but it would ^>ear from some decipher- 
ed by Sir William Oueetey, that they used also 
Ibe j^ahlavi, which continued to be, without' 
Obubt, the general langu^e of Iran ; and we 
Iiave raScient documents to prove that fire-wor- 
dup and tbe reHgion of 2^nUusht, although n«^- 
Iccted, perhi^ by some of those nwoarcha, 
were pKdomitumt throughout tfaar dominions* 



SECT. IV.' 

The SaManiM» Dynatty. 

WE now enter on a portion of Atiatic histv- 
ry, in which wc we accompanied by the 
Greek and Latin writers, whose acccuuts, in 
iDost respects, agree wttt^ the Persian records : 
of these, as we descend, the raatcriab beoiHBe- 
Voi- VIIL R 
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more GOfMous, the traditiooa less tinctured with 
fable, and the proofe from inscriptions on. maiw 
blcK, gtma, and medais lately deciphered, ^aU 
fidently convindng. All writers place at the 
head of this dynasty, 

I. M^thir Baiielam, whom the Greeks call 
Artaxarea, ov Aitaxerxes, and who having de- 
feated and slain Ardavan, or Artabanus, last 
of the Arsacidan race, became sovereign of Per- 
^ dxHit the year of Christ, 302. His true 
name, as a[q)ears trom various Fahlan inscrip- - 
tionfh was jlrt<Utshetr, which has been. softened 
iota ArdeMr ,- and lus surname of Babekanjs 
derived from iai ancestor, Baiek, (or, more aa- 
recUy, Pafiek,') a descendant of Saiaa^ die »m 
of Bohman Ardeshlr, of the Caianiso dynas^, 
whom we have already nientiwted. In conae^ 
queoce of this illustrious wigin (which, how- 
ever, some European writers are not wiUii^ t4 
allow) ArdesJiir and his fkiruly have been styled' 
Svisiauara, or Satsamdx. It B[^ara that he re- 
dded principally at Istakhar, or Persepolia, that 
he repaired aod erected &re tem^es, assemUed 
the moat learned pi^sts, and caused them, to 
collect and rense the works of Zerati^t, or Zo- 
roaster, which his paHlccessors had n^lected, 
reformed various abuses, built several towns, and, 
having acquired the reputation of an illustrious 
warrior and a good king, died after a re^ of 
fourteen years, from the time of his triumph over 
Ardavan. 

II. Shofiour, (Sapor) the first, soaof Ardesbir^ 
be^^'to ragnin the year of Christ, 342. A 
aUtue of this king was cut in a rock, near the 
dty of J^iahafiour ; ancf Mani (Manes) the. foun- 
der! of an heretical sect, is. said to have iirst ap- 
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pearcd in his reign, which lastei), ftccor£ng to 
Tabari and Mirkhond, thiHy-one years. 

Ill, ffyrmuzd (Hormisdas) succeeded his fa- 
ther Shapour in the year 373. Tabari informs 
•as that he governed, for some time, during hk 
lather's Kfe, and reigned after him one year. 

rV.fiotemmthe first, is c^led rnrorwifflhythe 
©reeks, whidi approaches to the true Pahlari 
name, as we find it on ancient medals, Varharan, 
His reig:n commenced about the year of Christ, 
S74 ; and the heresiarch, Jtftjra, iras put to death 
by his command. He ivas sumamed Shalandfh, 
•or the Benrficmt-, and reigned, according to the 
■Lai-al-tofBorith, three years wid three months. 
- V. Batiaratn the second succeeded his fttheP, 
tin first oFthat name, tixmt the year 5TT of our 
«ray and reigned, says Tabari, fotir years ; but, 
♦ccording to Mtfkbond, seventeen. The manu- 
script chrcnicles appear to disagree on the sub- 
jectofthis king's immediate successors. One 
^tes the tTbwn to JV^ai fiis biotlier ; but most 
-historians to 

VIi Baharam the tiiird, called Stttan Shah, or 
Segan ShtHi. He reigned, accoitiing to diflercnt 
traditions, fiur, orjburleen months. 

VII. JVoTfi, the Narses of our historians, wat 
son oE,the preceding monarch, as some inform 
tis ; but, according to Tohari, was his brother, 
being the son of Baharam the second. He is 
«tnd to have resigned the crown, before he died, 
to his srniHcHmuzd, and to have reigned nine 
years. 

■ VIH. Hormuzdtht second, the son of Narsi, 
■ began "to iwgn with crudtyand oppression ; but, 
tfberWaPds, rendered himself dear to his subjects, 
by a justvnd gmerms conduct* When dyings, 
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after a m^ of s&vea yeera, one of his queen* 
being ptvg^nt, he denred that, if she shouU 
produce a male cbikt, he migbt be named M» 
fiow, or the ^ng'* %n. 

IX. Shafiour (or Saimr) the second, aon of 
Hormux, was declared king on the momest ef 
hia biitii, in ^e year of Cliriot, 308, or 309. 
His long reign was remEtrkable for hit ccMttestt 
with the Greekfl, aoA Ins vietariea over the Arabs, 
great Dttmben of wbont having been takiHi, he 
caused their shoulder blades to be broken, o» 
pierced ; whence he derived the Antbic B»r^ 
Dame li^'l'ecte/, although some writers timx it 
to a different cause. Tc^aii records the betUea 
Mid treaties of tius king with Jnliati the qios- 
late. aod his successor, JoriaD ; and iltostrate^ 
in many places, tbe Gro^ and Latin historic* 
ofZoaimus, Ainint«nus MarceUnus, and o(hers> 
Slaving lived and reigned seTenty-two years, faf - 
-was suixeeded by 

Xt -AdetldT the second, who began to reign in 
the year 380. He was brother of SItafimir Dhu'- 
I'ectiif, and, accmding to Tabtri, was driven 
from the throne, and obliged to resign it to his 
nephew, after a reign of fcur years: but other 
historians ia&rrn us that he reigned ten, and 
some say twelve years. 

XI. Shafuoir the third, the son <^ ^lepour 
Dhu'l'ecta^ succeeded his uncle, and was kUled 
in his pavilion, cither by the acddental fitlt of the 
pillar whiqh supported it, or by the cootrivanc* 
of some ctisc(»itented (dicers, after a rdgn t£ 
five years and a few months, according $o Mo> 
bammed Saduk of Ispahan.' ~ ' 

Xlf. AiAomm the fourth was another su^-cf 
Sbapour Dhu1'ecta£ He is accused ti tyraiyqr 
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fad injustice by Beveml historUnB ; ■& codk- 
%iu)nccgf whichhcwu-luUedby a&anow, dis* 
cbvged from the bow of Mtne pMVOBunknCMni, 
■boutths year of Cttfiatt 400. TalRui inforroa 
aa tlwt lie wig^ dcrcn rean. Hanng baeSi 
ID lus io&ncy* •makMeA governor of Aimmitf 
be was bumuMd £lnnMi £taA, or ma^j Kir* 
iMi>v accordiDg to Mcwa ChoFDmani, the ArtBCH 
twninileri and this title, iRPahlancbancten* 
mtbliitpoKrait, w fiNiul npMi a beaatifal gootr 
lalel;r ei^Moed bf Sir William OweleT-. To 
thiaBidunvDtbeleHned Afimwyriif So^ attti> 
faHtca womta <^tbe ondent sculpturu in tine mcna- 
toiaof .fiftutoon, beat Ktrtmaubah, « city vhtdv 
he founded. 

.'XIIL Ytztt^erd (kdcgerdes) the first wai 
tbe Mm, w, according to Ferduii and aome 
<4lKn« tfae brotber of Baharaiu. He ia gene- 
ndly represented aa a cruel tyrsnt, wheoce he 
«M atyledt in Pcnwin, baakar, and, in -Antbic, 
nJ MAim, or rte vmckeiL Notwithstanding bix 
crimn, ba was allowed to reign one-and-twentjr 

■ OUV. Sahanan the fiRh luoceeded his firther 
YxBdejerd, and is the hero of various romuices. 
He was the most dexterous archer of hia time, 
sttA. iW^Med in chaliDg the gour, or wild ass ; 
cat which aoconnt he was sumamed Ba/iaram 
Qour. The original music of Iran having been 
tm^ Bjtglected, he caused to be brought fmm 
Bindnstan several thousand minstrels, wboae de- 
aaendantsare the present musicians of Perna,' 
according to some writers. He is said to have 
iWted the Indian emperor in disguise, and to, 
ham espoused his daughter. NizMni'a celebra^ 
tcdpoein,the /'i^/'f>g^jr,is founded on theadreiK 
R3 
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bun of jEkAvam Gour, wbot ifwie nMf bdiefe : 
tnditioa, erected seven TillaB of different cokmSti 
ibr the Teudeace of u many beawtifii) printct— »< 
oacb of whom he ri&ited in tarD> . Fenhui do* 
^cnbea him as a zbkIous wonh^ipcr of £ic» «c« 
CardJBg to the lawi of .ZoroftatUt 

And .Tid»ri wwires us thfttbe received tdbule. 
from the princes of the East. Atkpgtht whia 
■iKfawl reigaed twotjMhrce jt»n, fauing Uleo- 
into a pit whilst engaged in the chace, he could 
notbcibundi althoi^ his mother spent ktsixI 
yews in seeking fur his body. This "iT'iV— 
wjipeped (Q the thirtieth yew of the Romui 
emjperor Theodoaiui the youngert 

XV. Ti;z(^'fn/theiec(Mid,thesDaQf&UutTaiii( 
was sumamed Sjfia/t-dott, or the SoitUer'* F^rind. 
H« obligei) the Greeks sm) other natiotu to pS)r 
tribute] and is much famed for his bravery wui 
wisdoi^ To his sectud son, Hormmd, be be- 
qo^athcd the ctowih in jHvGBraaoe tf> ^rota ■ th» 
elder, and died, after ndgnii^e^bteeo years. 

WI. Honmadf or Surtuux the thin), sosf 
«eeded his hsber ; and although kmm histonans 
<i«|cribe him as crud and profligate, he ia styled 
by othera i'VrzoruA, <»■ the •Sagt- Afier a reign 
of one year, he was dethroned by his brother, 

Xyil. firouxy the eldest son of Yezdgerd. 
lie is placed, by somei in the year 446 ; by 
Others, in 4£9. The true oam^ of this monarch 
(for the Ar^ians change the Persian P into F) 
was Pinmx, according to Tabari, the Peraxf^ 
of Aeathius, J*rocopiut, and the other Greek 
historians. Duting seven years of his re^pi* 
Ferua was afflicted, by a drought, and cobm- 
quent fiunine ; but the wise measures and -un~ 
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tetmicd geoerostv of tfais king allcTiued the 
dutrcsses of bis Bubiccts, and one person only is 
nid to fatwe peririied of hunger. Tahari and 
Fndun describe, st oonuderable length, die 
mn <rf IlroDz. with Klmtlmuvtai, king of the 
Hiofateliant or IndoScythkau. This prince hod 
aansted in dethroning Hormuz, and plsdog FU 
vmu on the throne ; yet the Fenian monarch 
fbraMdaDtocpretezt for invading his dominions; 
•ndwaBitlMtsldnby ■BtiHtagem, ftfter reign- 
inft twcnty^aix or twenty-seven vean. 

XVIII. P^iA, whom Procoinus calte JMun, 
Cocteuu £ttl^u», and Agathias Vabiu, suoce«d- 
cdhis&tfaer Firouz, and reigned, teax^B^io 
Tabsri, four feats, or, according to die Ltb-vl' 
lovmritk, five. 

XIX. Kobod, whom the Greeks cbU Cavttdes 
and Cobsdos, had fled, during the reign of hia 
tM«Chcr Paiarit, into TransozaDiH. On his wey 
bebocaneettunowedaf ayoiMgdaniM-l at Ni- 
-alu^ioiiiv by whom he had a bob, iUustrioos, a£' ' 
terwaids, undar the name of Muhirvatu When 
Pdashl«Et the thn»e vacant, Kobad returned 
from ^k, and was dedared king. In the tenth 
year of his re^o, a man of latddiar, named 
A6a^tdc, BBiMmaced luroadf aa a prophet, and 
introduoed the doctrine of perfect equaUty among 
mea, with the oAtftmuBity <^ possessions, and 
evoB of wives ; a doctrine whidi so delighted the 
poor and the {Httfligate, that the preacher was 
BooD followed by a multitude ofdiKipks- The 
ki«g tuDiself is Baid to have &voured Mazdak ; 
but the nobles and learned men of hia court, dis- 
gusted by the Ucentiousness and disorder which 
be had occaaktoed, drove Kobad from his capU 
«d; andit wai in tfais flight, accordit^ to Bonie, 
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Hoi he eqMxued the mother of Nushirviui. In 
the^dwence <^ Ksbad, the lUDt of govennteot 
WOE held by his brother .^omiu^- who resigned' 
tbemtohimafieraome timb This kins willed 
war with the itonHo emperor Jiutiiuui, and 
rugned forty-three years. 

- XX> MttMrvany or ./ittuAr^aan, -Che son oT 
ILohad, begaato leign about the year of Chn>t 
530. Hispn^rnameifl said to have beeo£ra»r 
or ^itV&oin: vhich our vriters ' hare loHne4' 
Covoft ; and ail the succeedit}g praic^s of this 
dynas^ have beQii called fMTM : bBtewiaehave 
applied this title to all the Saasanian kings. Nu-' 
< slArvui is celebrated, by ^k, eastern iDstoriaisy 
for his bmvery,, his gsncroaity, -vdA, above t3\, 
for his inflexible justice, t^ which he acquired 
the glorious e{»tbet of <#i^, or, the Juttf best»i>ed - 
ctt him by Mohaauaed, wIm was bom duiiaglMf 
reig;n. But tbi» seems only sn Aratnc tranal^' 
tioDff that whiob, af^oondi^to Tabati, he tO- 
sttioed oa his omi emus-: ^ TJu; Hing.of.JiiHg»4 
the Just Sug,. .Amahrevaiu" One of the-firet? 
actions of thi« mnraich was -the extitp»tioB'^- - 
Mazdafc's tbllowen ; eig^ity AomaiMi (or^- as 
some say, an hundred thousaod} of v^om were 
slain in one day, by his ctrnmumd, whilst their- 
leader was Bayed ^ve. The king of "EmHxtyf 
having invaded Persia, was defeated by .Hbrmuc,: 
the stui of Nuahirvim, wbo sben sAer waged a- 
auoces^lwaf with the- Roman emperors^ Jus- 
tinian and Tiberius, tdtbough Bdisarios amax- 
tinies<heckedfaisainthe-caoeeraf victory. JVimA. 
zad, aaathei~eon of Nushirran, by a Christian. - 
wife* who had educated him m her own religlotr,. 
refsted to wership 6xei revolted fioiA his &tber/- 
an4 was killed id battle. During tht leign of 
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VFiuhlTvan, the gaioe of cheA, and the book et 
mora] apdogue% called XcAb Demna, were first 
imrodticed among the PeTsUne (roro HbduiUli> 
. He erected a magnificent ptJacc, of which the 
Tuins called Thnk-i-Kttra sdll remain, near the 
city of Madac'm or Ctesiphon, his captal ; and 
died after a reign of fort^-eight years. 

XXI. ISMnuxd, or Sormuz the fourth, scm ct 
Nushiran, by the assistance of Bafutram Chobiit^ 
whom our historians call faranaa, (detained avic- 
Iwry orer the Tartars, but ungratefblly iwarded 
dna gallant general, by sen^ng lum the dress 
and ornaments of a woman— irtuch disgrace in- 
duced faim to rebel and imprison his sovereign. 
fAotru, the son of Hcamuz, having formed a 
party agunst Bnttarem, -who had usuif>cd'tbe 
royal dignity, drove hhn into Tartary, where 
be died by poison. Horniuz was put to death, 
titter a reign of twelve years, acceding to 
FerduR. 

XXII. Khotru, sumamed Parviz, or J^utn^, 
(tbe victorious) ascended the thnme of his &ther 
Horaioz about the year of Christ, 593. Hit 
reign, tike that of his ancestor Baharam Gour, 
afiwded subject to various romances. Hcis 
said to have married a daughter of the Gicek 
etnperw Maurice, but his &vourite wife iv mis- 
tress was Shbreeti, of whom a statue is sud to b*i 
still vitiUe in the mount»n of Bisutocm, nekr 
which he ha4 erected a nlla for her summer re- 
sidence. The ceid»«ted Nizami, who Sounded 
in the twelfth century of our xra, has made the 
lows of £to*ru and Siiram the Bul^ect of a beau, 
tiiul poem, consisting of above seven thousand 
oouplett. Kfaoam was invitnd by Mohammed 
to embrace the religion of lalun, and the Ictta 
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Vhich he aadressed to the PcrMan monarch is 
j»eserved by Tabari in the ori^nal Arabic 
.The words of ita superscription were " Fmitt 
Mohammed, the fm^i/iet if O^xi, to KAosru, the mm 
tif H»rmuz." ' Offended at seeing the narcie of an 
t)bscure Ar^ placed before' hia own, he tore the 
letter with indignation ; and Mt^ammed ut- 
"Itcrcd a revengefiil predictioo that the Per^art 
rmplre should be rent in like manner. A few 
-years evinced that he was not, in this respect Kt 
teast, a &lse prophet. His chief musician, 
Atriudf is said to have composed thirty-one 
most fndnating airs, the names of which are re- 
corded in some manuscripts ; and when £iu 
iifliEfate/ visited Persia, in the tenth century, they 
lud not been fot^tten. Khosni was engaf;ed 
in inn' with the emperor Hemdius, and plunder- 
ed Jerusalem. The ^^avest historians describe 
Ins treasures as beyond the comprehension of a 
modem European reader. The fjifen ihrmsand 
femaies of elquisTte. beauty that graced the pti- 
«.tc apartmenteof his pdaces, his nine Aunrfrcdonrf 
^xty elephants, his gotdcn throne, end hundred 
VMiltS ^led with money and jewels, almost 
resize the splendid fictions Of fbe AraMan 
jA^fAfc-'-but «H those treasures could not hisure 
domealJc hap^nness. He was dethroned and 
.BAirdered by his son Sfdrouieh in the year 626 or 
<^8, banng itigned after the death c^ Baharam 
CholMn tfOTtf-eight years. 

XXIII. Shirmdeh, whom our historians called 
Siroesy made peace with the emperor Heraclins ; 
Kttempted the chastity of Shireen, the bcautifiil 
tridow of his father, at whose tomb ^e killed 
bersetf ; and reigned seven months, According to 
Tikbui and Ferduii. 



11, Google 



TBE OSIBHTAL VKITEftS. 191 

XXIV* Ardettir wasan iofiipt vhen tus bihet 
Shirouieh died, and is said by some to hava 
idgned five numUis only, by others e^teen 
nuoths. 

. XXV. Shabriar, whom some call Sivfuiran or 
Shatyezad, uvirped the throne. He was not, ac- 
cording to Tabari, of the royal blood, and ader 
a reign of a few weeks, or, as some writers iiw 
form us, of two years, was assassinated, and 
succeeded by one Kara or Kesri, a. deaceDdant of 
Mushirvan : but wc shall follow the. usual at^ 
Taogement, and place next, 

XXVI. Pouran Dokkt, the aster of Shirouieh, 
and daughter of Khosru Parviz. She is called 
by the Arabian hUtorians Touran Dokht, and 
celebrated as an ami^e princess ; but her reigD 
of a few months was disturbed by domestic trou- 
bles and wars with the Mussulmans, who under 
the khalif Omar had invaded Peiua. 

XXVII. jfzermi Dok/U, another daughter of 
Kboaru Parviz was placed on the throne, as oaS' 
Chtu/itTidek, a prince of the royal blood, was 
found incapable of governing. The beauty of 
this queen so in&tuated oQe.of her chief nobles, 
that he presumed to address her in amormis lan- 
guage, for which she caused him to be aasasn- 
nated ; and his son, ui revenge, put her to a 
QTu el death, after r^niDg six moDtbs. 

XXVIU. J-'erakhzaU was declared king, as a 
descendant of £ba«ru Parviz. We read that 
the Peruana sought ev^y where for princes of 
the royal bloody and two or three are siud to 
have filled the duone lor a ftw days or hours : 
but all agree that 

XXIX. IVa^t/m^, the son of Shabriar, a son> 
of A&MntParvtZfWas the last monarch of this 
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ifotatf. ' He began to rcigft in the year of 
^hiist 633 ; «t which time conunenced tbe 
Yexdejerdean ten, sdll observed by those who 
profe&B the religion of Ztraoafu or ZorcraMer- 
The rdgn of Yeidejerd, although it lasted 
twenty years, is little more than a detail <^ bat- 
tles between the Pentaas and Arabs. These 
UQtter SaaihBiJ:a» having defeated the army of 
Yezdejerd at Cadeaia, the unfortunate monarch 
retreated from one dty to another, and, at 
length, was murdered near Mem, at the house 
of a miller, from whom he had sought shelter 
in the year 6S^. He left,-acuording to some 
writers, one child ; from whom, in the female 
line, descended the khalif Yezid. Atthou^ a 
few petty chie& maintained their rel^tHi and 
authority for many years after the death of 
Fezii^cn:^ the empire of Persia, which the sons 
cf Sattan had held four hundred and thirty 
years, was tramferred, by this catastrophe, to 
-Ae ricbxiouB Mussulmans. 

The religion of Persfe, whilst goTcmed by 
Ihe Sassanians, was thiU of Zeraluxfa or Zoroas- 
ter ; for, although it is said that Alexander per- 
secuted the magi, destroyed their temples, and 
burned their boota, yet we cannot suppoM that 
eirery copy of the 2imd w*s delivered up at his 
command, or every spark of the sacred lire ex- 
tinguished. A bigotted and superstitious people 
would find nrnni of preserving considerable 
vestigesof their written htw, and of their akara, 
among the recesses ai mountains, and in obscure 
caverns, which their foreign cMiquerors, unac- 
quainted with the country, could not easily dis- 
Gwer. The original volumes of Zentusfat, 
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wluch bad been deposited at Istakhar, duriitg 
the reign of Gushtasp, were found, according to 
some histoiiani, in the time dF Nuiihirvan i but 
it is more probable that ^rdeahir Babfktai, in re- 
forming the £j>uses whicJi -religion had suffered 
under the Asbkanians, established from ancient 
manuscripts and.tradi.tions, the texts of several 
works ascribed to Zeratusht , and of these, . the 
Zeruiavetiaj now known to Europeans by the 
translatjon of A/". AnquecU du Perrpn, exhibits, 
lu^bftbly, the most , authentic remains. The 
Koran, of Mohammed does not appear to have 
speedily superseded the Zcjidaveita ; for we find 
that, in three or four centuries after the Mussul- 
man conquest, multitudes of Persians worsiAp- 
ped in their tire temples unmolested ; and al- 
though many thousands' perished by various per- 
acfiutions, their descendants are still numerous, 
and zealously Mtached to the religion of their 
ancestors- 
According to some accounts, the PaJJavi was 
spokeu at the court of Nushirvan ; and there is 
reason to believe that it was popular in some of 
the northem.provinces of Persia lor many centu- 
ries after Yezdejerd : , but, according to other tra- 
ditions, the PaJitavi yielded at the court of Balm- 
ram Gour to the polished I^fri, that soil and easy 
dialect) in which th^ translated Chronic!^ of 
Thdoriandthe SAdAnamfAofiWitoi wereivritten 
jn the ninth and tenth centuries of our ^ra; 
and which, although vitiated by the afTectation of 
succes^ve writers, and the introduction of Arabic 
and'Turkish terms, continues to be at this day 
the proper language of Iran. 

Vol. VIII. S 
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THE PHOENICIANS. 



'T'HE PbcBokians, who are UBireisBlIf at- 
^ loved to have descended from CatHB% the 
grandaon of Noah, occupied that tract of coun- 
tiy which is Bttuated between the thiitp-fbutdi 
and thirty -wxth degrees of north latitude ; bdng 
bounded oa the north and east by Syria, chi the 
south by Judea, and on the west by the MeditCN 
rancau. Sidon, the capita), was a nuuitime towtt 
of conuderable extend and provided with bo 
excellent harbour ; Tyre, commonly c^ed the 
daughter of Sidon, stood also upon the sea, two 
hundred furlongs distant from the former, and 
was ornamented with many magnificent build- 
ings ; of which the temples consecrated to Jupi- 
ter, Hercules, and Astarte, were most worthy of 
admiration. The other principal cities w«re Aiv 
dus, Tripoli, Byhlua, Sarepbi, and Berytus. 

Some vestiges of the splendour of this ancient 
land are still in existence. Modem travelleta 
mention the ruins of Kdon as exhibiting many 
beautiful columns, and other fragments ^ man- 
ble i a double column of granite, consisting o£ 
one entire block, eighty feet long, has been no- 
ticed near the ruins of the metropohtan churcb 
at Tyre i and a little southward of the isle of 
Aradus ai^ many antique curiosities. 
, The Phcenicians, being the descendMrt's of 
Noah, must ori^natiy have been instructed it) 
the worship of the true God, whom they proba- 
bly addressed under the appellation of fiaal, or 
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Lord ; bat, having gradually degenented to 
UwddficatiMiofdeceMed mortals, they became 
immersed in idcdatry and saperMitiori. The 
tuiodpal objects of their mistaken adoration were 
Bedaamen, or the sun, whom they usually ad^ 
teased with outsti^stched arms ; Baal, whose 
altar was usually covered with burnt sacrifices, 
whilst the priest* danced around it with the 
amat violent gcsticulatknts, and, cutting their 
Scah witb knives and lancets, pretended to pro- 
[diesy by inspiration ; Astarte, to whom drink 
afeangs were poured out as to the " queen c^ 
besiTen," and whose tem^de at A[^ac exhibited 
a (cole of the most abiuidaned lewdness; Her- 
cules, whose rites were performed with great 
sblemmty, the [»iests ofiering incense in loose 
flowing -garments, and the asabtants being ap- 
palled in Egyptian Imm ; Adonis, the &voritC 
«f Ymwy whflM nntimely death was annually 
iMMntedl^the PbcanidaB women with many 
Cftran^aiU oeiemonies ; and certain smaU sta- 
taa, caUed Patna, wUch, being venemted aa 
the bdelar godh of sea^ring men, were always 
eanjod sbnit in the pnars of the PhienidaD 



With nespect to arts, sciettces, and manafiic- 
tores, the Pbcemciana seem to have posaessed a 
•cry iiitppj genius. They were from the earliest 
{Kiiods mldicted to pfailosopfajcal exercises of the 
mibd, £>r Hoschut, a Sidonian, explained the 
doctrine of attaUs before the Trojan war; and 
Abooienus of Tyre b said to have puzzled the 
great Sotom<si by his vibtle qucslions. The ex- 
cellent sciences of arithmetic and astronomy 
"Were either invented or materially improved iu 
this nmobcy, whence they flowed into Greece '; 
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snd both Tyre and Sidon, in later ages, ^mv 
duced many eminent philosophers, among whom 
we may Hiumerate Boethus, Antipater, Dioda- 
tua, and ApoUonius. Their glass, purple, and 
fine linen were the prcxlucla of their own coun- 
try and invention ; th^r extraordinary skill in 
architecture induced Solomon to request their 
assistance in ihe erection of his magnificent tem- 
ple ; and their fame for taste, deugn, and eVeca- 
tion, was such, that whatever was remaritably 
elegant in vessels, trinkets, or ^parel, was div 
tin^iished, by adjacent nations, with the efHtbet 
of Sidoniai). As merchants, they may be said 
to have engrossed the commerce rf all the 
western henusjAerc ; as navigators, they were 
unparalleled for experience, skill, and intrepi- 
<tity i and as planters of cokmies, they used 
such astonishing exertions as almost surpass be- 
lief, when we consider that their native habita- 
tion was little more than a sUp of ground be- 
tween Mount Libanus and the sea. To the 
number of dyers established in the city of Tyre 
an ancient author attributes the dissoluteness of 
the place ; whence it may be-percuved that they 
were a. rich and numerous body of people, vain 
and debauched, proud and extravagant. The 
Itsh there sought after, aflbided die Tyrian pur- 
ple, and consequently tended to enrich the inha- 
bitants ; but this fish is now either lost or un- 
known to the present natives. The FluEnidan ' 
language was a dialect of the Hebrew, like that 
of the ancient Canaanites, and their letters or 
characters bore a strict resemblance to those (d 
the Samaritans. 

Phanice was divided into several small Ung- 
ioms, as appears both. from sacred and pro&na 
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j(uif(Wy;fi>r, beside the kii^ of Sdraaod Tyn, 
.Bp^tioned in Holy Writ, the king of Byblu^ 
tlKiking of Beryus) aqd other PhteoicUa too- 
juircha, are npticed by authon of eBtablisbe4 
icrediU The moat conuderablS) Iwwever) of 
4hese sovereigns, whose doroioians were.ctmfined 
jritbin the oarrow limitB oi one city and its en- 
jiroQS) were those itf Sidoo, Tyre, and And : 
^ tnuMactiona of their lugiuuKlthdr reapcc- 
live •occesuoiu will therefore natural^ occupy 
tbe remainder of this history. 

StdoD, the eldest aon of Canaan, ia said, by 
i)q«ephu3, to have founded the dty vhich bore 
jiis name ; but the actions of bis Ufo, and the 
length of his reign, are alike unknown. Neither 
(He there an^ authentic recoids concerning his 
mccessorsi for, notwithstanding the Sidoniana are 
KKcaikmsily mentiooed in the books of looses, 
Joshua, and the Judges, no particular notice is 
Wfcpn of their ki^^is, till the prophet Jeremiah 
g_ (• adverts to an embassy sent from the king 

J9t. of Sidon to Zedekiah, with {»Dpofiiti(m* 

of an alliance against Nebuchadnezzar. 
- The neu Sidonian rooaarch mendoned 

^g, ■ in history isTetraoinestusjWho sent three 
hundred galleys to the assistsnce cf 
Xerxes in his expedition f^iaiiut Greece ; aod, 
sccoiding to Herodotus, acted as a chief com- 
mander in the Persian army. 

In the rugn of Tenncs, the Phmnicianft, being 
exasperated by the tyraniucal ccmduct of their 
Persian govauws, entered into a conftdency 
with Kectanebis, king of Egypt, and, by an 
pmnersat rising, attempted the recovery of their 
ancient liberties. Nectanebts, having received 
imelligence, in the mean time, thatl>aiius Ochiu 
S3 
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vets preparing to invnde his dominions, sent a 
reiiiforcenient of four thousand Greek met«£- 
nariesi underthe command cJ Mentor the Rho- 
dhtn to asnat the rebels ; hoping, by that me- 
thod, to secure Egypt, uid keep the war at a 
distance. These auxiliaries, tc^ther with the 
Sdonians, soon routed the governors of Syria 
andCilicia, who had been sent to crush the re- 
volt, and with litUe difficulty, chased the Per- 
sians entirely out of Phanice. But when Men- 
tor was apprised that the Persian monarch was 
advancing at the head of thirty thousand horse> 
and three hundred thousand foot, for the exi»«sa 
purpose of taking vengeance on the Sdoniuis, 
he shamefully eluded the danger, by oSerii^ 
to put Ochus in possession of ^don, and found 
means to lead Tcnnes into the seme treaSMi. 
Accordingly, whilst the unsuspecting Sidoniana 
were preparing for a vigorous defence, their 
city being amply furnished with arms and provl- 
Hons, garrisoned with a body of weii-disciplined 
men, and guarded by a fleet of a hundred large 
galleys, Tnmes marched out with a body of 
(ive i)undred men, and a hundred of the chief 
ektzens, to the enemy's camp, and delivered 
them up to Ochus, who imnjediately sentenced 
the citizens to death, as authors of the rebellion. 
The trencfiery of tiieir king, together with the 
cruelty of Ochus, struck such terror into th* 
Sidontans, that Eve hundred other citizens of 
distinction, coming out with olive branches in 
their hands, threw themselves at the Persian's 
feet, and earnestly implored his mercy ; but, in- 
stead of hearkening to th«nr petition, he caused 
them to be massacred on the spot, and then 
mai-ched, with Tennes, toward the city, which 
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m» surrendered without delay, by the perfidioas 
Mentor and hia mercenaries. The ^donians, 
having purpoaely deatroyed their fleet, to pre- 
clude the desertion of thnr countrymen during 
the siege, and now percdwig that the enemy 
waa admitted within their walls, shut themselves 
up with their wives and children, and, setting fire 
to their houses, perished to the number of forty 
thousand, with all their valuable effects. Neither 
did Tennes meet with a better fete than that of 
his unhappy subjects, for Ochus, perceiving he 
could do him no iSirther service, and secretly de- 
testing his treachery, commanded his thrOet to 
be cut, that he might not survive the ruin of lua 
country. The threatening prethctions of Isaiah, 
Jeremiati, Ezekiel, and Zachariah, respecting 
the destruction of Sidon, being thus awfully 
accompltdied, and ^ the odier cities of Phcenice 
terrified into volimtary submission, Ochus with- 
drew his army, in order to expedite the pur- 
posed reducticm of Egypt. 

Such of the Sidonians as were at this time 
absent from their country, rebuilt the ruined 
city on their return, and elected one Strato to 
611 the throne ; but, ever after, bore an uncon- 
querable averMon to the Persian name. This 
im|dac«Ue enmity induced them, a lew years 
after their calamity, to submit, without repug- 
nancCt to Alexander the Great, eageriy embrac- 
ing that opportunity of shaking off a heavy and 
detestable ]-oke. Strato seems to have objected 
to this measure, for Alexander is saidtohave 
deprived him of the crown, because his submis- 
sion was rather compulsory than of his own 
accord. Thec^mpus, speaking of tMs prince> 
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^ ^ dcs^bn fakn «a ft licenttouB character, 
gjj. ' who, in order to uKmUe lus female 
subjects, uid batt an <4^KHtuiut]t cf k- 
lecbDg tbe most bcMitifiil for luB own pleuure, 
itutiti^ted public apoiK, coMUting ctucfljr <tf 
Hnging and dancing ; wber^ Nich as excelled 
their companioDB were munificently rewarded* 
He is said to hare died a viident dektb, but the 
paniculan of iJiat cin^unstance have not been 
OaBsmhted lo poeterily. St. Jeitune rektn of 
one Stnto, king of SkIchi, that, having jiHned 
tbe IdDg of Egj^pt agaiost the Peruana, and 
l^mg in iromiiMot duiger of fidliog into the 
jCDemF'B power, be determined to elude the 
dreaded calamity by an ai^ of auidde ; but, 
laintjng in the execution of hia deugo, lua wife 
snatched the sword out of his band, and atabbed 
&im to the heart, and then murdered hereel^ 
jnthout eviudog the least dread or iiresolutioo. 
This anecdote, however, cannot powibly 9ffij 
to a man who was sbipped of the regal dignity 
ibr aiUiering to the Per^an interest. 

Strato being deposed by the Macedoniao coa- 
^uerw, Hephxstiwi was authorized to bestow 
the Sidonian crown upon any individual wfaom 
he BhouU deem worthy of so important a tniM. 
Hereupon he nominated one of the chief citnena 
(in whose hotue he was then entertuned) to the 
regal d^ity ; but his pn>fiered gift was modest- 
ly refused, the citizen affirming that he bad no 
tide to it, aa not {leiog of lite royal &mily. 
Hephsstion wus gl^satly surprised at the coa- 
duct of his host, but finding him resolved n> 
decline his offer, he requested that he would, at 
feast, name some one of the royal line who might 
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tccept it. The diunterested citizen immediatdy 
named Ballony rous, a man of uiMemiihed ic 
pulation, but so indigent, that he was compelled 
to maintain himself by )^s own labour. Upon 
the first intimation of this man's condition and 
deserts, HephKstion dispatched a roesscnger to 
BcquaiM him with his elevation, and to arraj 
him in the royal robes. The messenger found 
bim clothed ^th rags, and working in a garden 
as a common labourer ; but, on his announcing 
the unexpected chai^ which had taken place 
in the affairs of government, Ballonymus ac- 
cepted the new dignity without hesitation, and 
acted so c(»sistent with bia new character, thwt 
Hephxsdon received him in the city with erety 
tiiktn ot respect, and the populace eitineaacd 
their approbation of his election by loud and 
repeated acclamations. Of his subsequent aO- ' 
tions nothing satis&Uory is related^ except that 
he embraced every opportunity of eviikcing his 
gratitude and afiiection towanJ the Macedonian^ 
who raised him to the throne. ^ 
n Q Of the kings of Tyre no mention ia 

iaji_ made UU the time of Atubal, who was 
contemporary with David, and is sup- 
posed to have joined with the neighbouring na- 
tions against himi unce the Jewish mMiarcli 
numbers the inhalntants of Tyre with bis ene- 
mies ; but with respect to the aclione of this 
prince, or the length of his reign, nothing satis- 
&ctory can be stud. 

Hiramr his son and sticcessm-, maintained aa 
amicable correspondence with king David ; an^ 
at the request of Solonu», sent an abundaoce 
of materials to Jerusalem fcr the erectiwi of 
the traaple, together with many of hiamost slul- 
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iiil artificers. He also Airnidied hun ■*ith buildeta 
tad shipwiij^ts, to fit out ft new fleet, uid cchh- 
nissioDcd his moet expert |»loU to conduct tbs 
ianelitisfa vcascdB to the land of Ophir. For 
tfane, BKl manjr other acts of kindncsm StAnncHi 
sent him annually a present of twenty thousand 
mtaiives of wheat, and an equal qua&dty of 

! mU Diui affirms, that a otutual love of 
I occasioned tiat warmth of friendship 
Vbich existed between Sidomon and Hiram | 
shatthejr interdiHDged certain emgmas to be 
«iq>lHiaed on conditioD that he ^osc ahilit^ 
^■Dved inadequate to the solution should ioctir 
a IbrfciUire j and that tbe latter, 'finding tlie 
inDatioQ too ebstniBe, paid the penalty. But « 
J^iB^ called AbdemonuB, resolved the lidcDC) 
aai pn^osed new questions to Solomui, t^Kui 
ifae pMAt^ <^ paying so much to Hkam, tf he 
dbi ntt gin a saiiBtactory answer. 

Dodog this reign tbe lungdom of Tyre was 
^a xery flounshmg condition. SevaiJ cities 
in the eastem^art were Ecpoired and noprorcd t 
tiieicat^ri was, ity the ktjp of a dam, joined 
anAmiriandtbatctHitainedthe tenqde uf tbe 
^CN^npiaD iupiler i two maj^ufiaeRt structures 
^rore raised, «|be in honour ^ Hercules, add Ute 
•thccof Astarte ; and tbe tem^es (d'otlKr gods 
^vse endowed to a coomdetaUe amoont. The 
9«ciSc diqwutiiHi of the prinoe produced the 
iuffrnt efibcts oa a commcTcki pcc^e, and, 
after a bai^y re^ of thirty-four yean, he sank 
•o the toiitb, in full possesMtn of the public 



2 - -Ctn tbe -demise of Hitam, ;tbe crawn 
iQ,2.' devolved CO his son Baleuar, and. was - 
«ftenrard BucceoaiTefy won by Abda«p 
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tartus, Aabtttiu, AAuimiu, Indira, Itbobal, Ba- 
deaor and Mettiiuia ; but as nochii^ worthjr ti( 
Bodce occurred dtiriag tfaese reigiiB, we afaidl 
huteD to that of PygmaliaD, vtuch introdncM 
the flight of £fi» or Bidoy the celebrated 
CaiHugc. 

PygmaUon, havii)^ conceiTed ut uncMXiiieN 
■Ue deaiie of conveitmg the imraciiM riches o( 
hfe uncle and hn>ther-in-lBw Kdunu to hia Vtm 
oMt invited him ooe day to share the p lww i w 
flf Ute chace i and, whiUt their attendants were 
engaged in the purautt of a wild boar, iwi him 
through the body with a apear ; then, ttirow i w g 
him down a preci[»ce, affirmed that he had pe- 
rished by an unfortunate &11. The king's de- 
sign, however, was frustrated by the admitaUe 
pntdenceof his sister, who, havii^ formed the 
design of escajttng fttaa his tyranny, concealed 
her resentment under the moat art&il dissiMrafe- 
UoD, and requested him to lumisb ha with men 
and ah^ to convey her efiects to Chaita, a amaU 
lily between Tyre and Sidoo, wmher she pre- 
tended to retire, in order to live wioi her bratiiar 
Barca< Pygiaafioa,lo^angupoa ttuaasafairt^ 
portuiuty of anang those tmsnivs wUchSiduMia 
hftd fonneriy concealed under ground, readily 
granted her petition ; but Eiisa had no ■oone^ 
embarked )dl her propeity, than her brother, 
aad several senaton, who had engaged to asust 
her in her real design, set sail for Cyprus, 
whence Aey earned off a great number «f 
young womoi, and then ateered their course to 
Africa, wbtn they landed, and kud the fbunda- 
tioo of Carthage, a ct^ which afierward became 
■o powerfiil, both by aea and land, as to ouitend 
with Rome for the empire of the world. The 
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Tfritn monarch, seeing himself thus deluded 
by a wwiiAii, and the vast riches which he had 
deemed bis own suddenly snatched &oni hk 
hands by sufJ) a cunning device, orders a Sect 
%Q be^fitted out mth all possible expedition, in 
order to pursue the fugitives ; but the tears of 
his mother, and ' the . threatening preitictitHis . of 
an oracle, prevented his intended revenge. The 
■ame Pygmatioa is said to have built the city ttf 
Carpasia, on the isle of Cyprtis ; and to have 
ornamented the temple of Hercules, in the 
island of Gades, with a golden cdive-tree of ex- 
quisite worismanship, the berries of which were 
of emerald, and bore a striking resemblance to 
the natural fhiit. . 

B. C EUukEus, thenext king of Tyre men- 
jij,' tioned in history, was engaged in a war 
with Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, who 
ordered a fleet of uxty sail to be equipped against 
him ; but the Tynans, vrtth only twelve vessels, 
dispersed this armament, and took 6ve hundred 
prisoners. - Sbdmimeser then caused his army 
b) block up the city ; ordering them to stop the 
aqueducts, and cut off all the ctmveyances of 
water. However the Tynans, by di^fing wells 
within their city, and encouraging each other in 
their gallant resolutionsj held nut for the space 
of five years ( at the end of which the death of 
Shalmaneser called the Assyrian army from the 
siege. 

^ f., Ithobal the second was contemporary 
' jgj. with Nebuchadnezzar, and is spoken of 
in Holy Writ as a proud, arrogant, and 
■aaumii^ prince, who affected a knowledge of 
all secrets, and even ranked himself among tht; 
gods. Such was tlie power of tlie Tynans in 
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this rdgD} that Nebuchadnezzar was employed 
thirteeD years in besie^ng thetr capital. At 
loigth, however, he made himself master of the 
{4ace, and finding it almost evacuated, caused all 
the buildings to be rased to the ground. 

As it is sufficiently plain from Scripture that 
thecityof Tyre was thus completely destroyed, 
and as, on the other hand, the Phcenician histo- 
rians assert that Ithobal was succeeded by Baal, 
and Baal by several temporary magistrates, it is 
supposed that the Tynans retreated to an island 
about half a mile distant from the shore, where 
they built a new city, whilst Nebuchadnezzar 
.was making preparations for his final assault ; 
and that, after the destruction of the old town, 
they made voluntary submissions to the Babylo- 
nian, who appointed Baal to be his viceroy, and 
afterward changed the royal dignity into that of 
temporary magistrates, called sufTetes or Judges* 

On the demise of Baal the city was succes- 
.sively governed, in the new capacity, by Ecni- 
bal, Chelbes, Abbar, Mytgonus, and Gerastus ; 
but, at the expiration of seven years, the roy- 
al <^gnity was restored in the person of Balator. 
His successors, however, were entirely depen- 
dent on the Assyrians, W the space of seventy 
years, which being expired, they recovered their 
liberty, accoi'ding to the prophecy of Isaiah, aad 
rendered the Peruana some important services in 
their naval expeditions. 

The next remarkable occurrence in the his- 
tory of this country is the acc^s^on of Strato, 
thus related by Justin. The Tyrian slaves, 
having entered into a confederacy, massacred 
their masters at midn^t, espoused their mii^ 
tresses, and put all others to the sword wiw 

Vol. VIII. T 



11, Google 



w«sei9M'of tiidr own tecfc^ '^ermined todetA 
» lung out tX their cMn bodp ; and MUoknoAstf 
Agreed tW he shoidd be t^sed to tTie Gnpremfe 
dwiutf who, the next morning, shoQl^ fint pef- 
ccire the rising Hot. la the mean time. Strata^ 
bUvc, whose fidelity had saved fcis master from 
the common slaughter, received instniclioB t6 
turn himself, at the appointed time, to the mm, 
Rnd keep bis eyes fixed on the iv^ of the higfacfiit 
tower in the city. His observance of this ia. 
jonction excited the ridicule of his companions ; 
but whilst they were guung with anxtoua ex- 
pectation towuxl the east, he showed them the 
lofty structures illununed with the solar rsy^ 
Their lilicule being now converted into admi- 
ration, they eagerly pressed him to name the 
person to wliom he was indebted ibr so admira- 
Ue a contrivance, which they could not possibly 
nscribe to any individual of his condition. He at 
first reitised lo gradiy their curiowty ; but, on re- 
ceiving a solemn promise of impunity for him- 
self and the perscm t>e should name, he cdnfes»- 
i9d that the humane treatment he had received 
'during -his servitude, induced him to save both 
ins master and his son from the general massa- 
cre; and that hit singular modeof watching for the 
sun resulted Irom Strato's direction. Upon this 
coAfeMion the slave was freely pardoned ; and 
lua master, bnng considered an object of divine 
bvour, was immediately placed on the throne. - 
R r ^^ ^^ '^^ of Azelmic happened the 
,' memorable ^ege of Tyre by Alexander 
the Great, in which all the arts of war 
were practised on each side with various success 
fer the space of seven months. At length, 
h^cver, afiier sust^ning the moat dreadful ac- 
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citlents from the missile weapons, triple-forked 
hooks, massy balls, (Tfi^d-hOt itnii} and showera 
of burning sand thrown from the engines of the 
besieged ; after twice erecting a mole to connect 
the continent with the island on which the city 
istQod ; and twice battering; down the lofty wsdhi 
the Macedonian conqueror effected his design, 
and fiilly executed the awful sentence which God 
bad pronounced, by his propHbta, i^i^nst the in> 
habitants. Eight thousand citizens were put to 
the sword, two thousand were crucified, and 
near thirty thousand sold for slaves upon this 
occasion. Azelmic, with some of his relations, 
r^turping home from a naval expedition, took 
JMnctuary in the temjJe of Herculesj and'ob- 
^qed permiaplon to reaScetid the throne ; whea 
Alexander, having totally destroyed the fAace, 
planted a new colony In its stead, and led his 
Army to Egypt, in quest of fiiTther cooquccts. 

- f. Arad appears to have been governed 
' jjj;' by kings, as well as SMoh and Tyre, but 
(«iif three of titem are mniijoned in his- 
.tory ; viz> Arbal, his successor >forbal, yib^ 
aerred under Xerxes'in the in>ra*kiii of Greece, 
and Gerostratus, who assisted Darius Codoman- 
aus ; t^U, hearing that his son Strato had put a 
golden crown on the head of A1«cander, tni 
delivered up to him the cities of Amdua, Mua- 
thus, andiHariainnc, he deemed it adyisaUti t« 
provide for his owti sKfbty by a vohnitaTy lub* 
' n to the power of the Macedooian faeru 
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'PHE ancient Syrians, who were partly de^ 
-*- scended from Mam, and partly from SheiDf 
the sons of Noah, occupied a fertile tract of coun< 
try, whicti lay between mount Taurus on the 
north, the Euphrates on the east, Arabia Dc- 
serta, Palestine, and Phcenice on the south, and 
the Mediterranean on the west, extending from 
the thirty-fourth to the thirty-eighth degree of 
north latitude. It appears to have been ancientlf 
parcelled out into several petty kingdoms { but^ 
in later f^es, it was divided into four principal 
jitates, viz. 2obah, Damascus, Hamath, and Ge* 
shur, each of which was governed by its respec- 
tive kings. 

Notliing satis&ctory has been recorded of th« 
civil concerns of this people ; but it is certain that 
they were respectable for their learning and. artst 
and that the spoils, tribute, and commerce of 
surroun^g nations enabled them to rise to a 
great [»tch of splendor and nu^;ni&cence> Their 
government was probably monarchical &oni 
the earliest periods ; and their religion soon de- 
generated from that of their progenitors into 
gross iddlatty. Rimmon, an andent idol of 
great repute, whose temple stood at Damascus, 
Adad, the representative of Benhadad* the se- 
cond, and several others of the same stamp are 
supposed to have flourished till the conquest of 
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^^fiia t^ righUb Klesei^ wl^ea ^ religioB of t)if 
fOUntiy ntber (tnderwent aciiapge,Dr re(«Te4 
jBW))Fad(lttioDafrQintl)enewJ4b>i^itautp. What 
ntber aIter»tieB8 it suS^nd un^r its Buccea^ii* 
ftmBSftn, Ibe fiabylonwns, t}»e Pbtmiuib, tf^ 
Meapi^ 804 lb? R4pnM> » naw tmffosBibleto 
(tetmuw ;- tmt) in tb0 ■e»c»i4 PoptuiT of t))F 
OiiittMnaM ftp sco^ratc ao^punt of its rit«« 
Mid -c^vneBies w<u pubfiBbed by }.4iciHa, to 
iflwDi wv Are indebted ibr the fi^wiiig pkrti^ 

. At HiHappib, ia the pumoce of Cy^rhcslia^ 
^tpod & TQAgnifiGent ten^rie, dedicated to tbp 
^n^t Sfriui goddea*) cwitutuag many golden 
tW uW ) ■ oelebrated <vade, and a rariety of 
_taered anifnsJB, Kich as o^eni hprscs, UoiMt 
bears, tc The whole edifice, snd particu^ly 
Meivci^^ttcredirithgaldi the donations sent 
.tbitl>erfi<wn the surroiiodii^ nations composed 
« treasure of ineatimaUe value ; Mid Uie air was 
«> stroi^y perfumed with aromatic odours, that 
the garments d the worsbippen retained tbeir 
frfigrancy for a considerable time. Upwai^ of 
thre^ hundred priests, appareHed in white habits, 
attended the saciifices; consecrated orders qS 
.aunstrds accontpimied tbe solenuiities with the 
«0UDd (^various inttnmients ; and galU or e^- 
oueb prieUa, and frantic women pft^njted their 
allotted parts in tbe celebration of pHblic worship. 
The bi;^ priest wore apuiple gaimem and goldai 
Dtttre, sad was annually elected to the sacerdotal 
digiuty. Tbei« were also other persons ai^inted 
to instFud {nlgrimt in the mles and customs of - 
the city ; aivl thcw were called masters, or in- 
siruct(^B> ' 

£xclarire of tbe dibly Mcaicut tbe Syriiuu- 
T3 
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Ri^eanextraonfinBtyofferingeTeiyspring; ibr^ ' 
cutting down some large trees in the court of the 
temple,' they decorated them with goats, dicep, 
birds, rich vestments, and vessels <^ gold and 
niver, which were all consomed by fire^ whilst 
the priests walked round them with the sacred 
images. This sacrifice was always attended 1^ 
agrcat concourse of people, every one biingiag 
images with him made in resemblance of those 
in the temple. Priv^s sacrifices were appointed 
for the commencement of a (nlgrimage ; and) «t 
a festival called the** Great Burning," nume- 
rous offerings were made to the gods, white tiie 
priests stood round the temjde, some mangling 
their bodies, some shouting, and some piftytng 
on musical instruments, whilst others sang aloud 
and prophesied. 

Twice a year, certain inbtuated devotees 
cl^bed up to Jjie top of high columns, and re- 
mained there seven days, being supplied with 
provisions by means of a chain, which they drew 
»ip at pleasure. During this space of time, tliey 
pretended to hold an immediate intercourse with 
the great goddess, and told the populace thtit 
these ceremonies were practised in memory of 
Deucalion's flood, when men fled for refijge to 
the tops of trees and inountains. At another of 
their feuivals thi:ir gods paid a visit to a certain 
lake near the temple, where sacred fiihes were 
kept, and a stone aitar, which stood in the centre, 
was continually smoking with incense. Upon 
this occasion, a moat singular &rce was acted, 
between the great goddess Juno and her consort 
Jbpiter, he offering lo go dowti first, and ^iie 
enerting herself to overrule his inclination, lest 
her &voHrite£shes should die beneath the effiiJ- 
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^eitce of hia glory. Ttrice a year, also, all the 
inhatstuits oi Syria Went to the aea ude, and 
practised certain extraordinary ceremonies, in 
obc^nce to apretended commandof Deucalion; 
then' ictuming with vessels full of water, thej 
first presented themaelvra be&H« a sacred person, 
c&Ued Alectryo, whoae province it was to exa- 
mine their burdens, and afterward emptied them 
out at a part of the temple where the piiests 
showed a cleft which, according to ihdr faith, 
swvllowed up the waters at the deluge. 
--Hntarch observe that the Sjrriaos oftiia time 
were an efieminate race, and remarkaUe for 
hiding themselves from the li^ht of the sun in 
cavesiorother Gidtterraneous places, on the de- 
cease of their relatives. An efTeminate dispo- 
ntion is also said to be a characteristic of the 
Syrians at the present day. 

It a^tears extremdy probable that the ancient 
Syrians had ships on tiie Mediterranean as soon 
as any of their neighbours, and traded with the 
eastera renons upon the Euphrates at a very 
eaily penod, fiw their country abounded widi 
valwble commodities, fit for exportation ; and 
they are commonly sufi^Kised to have first im- 
ported the products of Persia and India into the 
western parts of Asia. 

/ Th^r tiinguage, ^vhich is pretended to hare 
bees themothei'of all the oriental dialects, be- 
came a distinct tongue so early as the time of the 
pntriiut:h Jacob. It was spoken not only in Sy- 
ria,butalaoin. Mesopotamia, Chaldea, and As- 
syria; and, afler the Babylonish captivity, it 
was introduced into P^estine. Modem authors 
abserve,that tbe Syriac is an easy and elegant, 
thfiu^ not A vtxy copious toi^^ and baa. a 
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gicatmuiAerof Greek; wtf^ which wtrc ioew- 
porated with it during tJw ragiu <^ tbc Sele^- 

g f. The mlf lungis of Zoteh noticed ift 
lOM. la»tiM7, are Rshob, under wb<»n the 
pettf atatea art suppoaed to bave co^ 
Jcfced in the time of Saul ; and Hadadezeri a 
great ud amUtiouB princei remariuUe fiv hiA 
lusucceasful wan with king David* Having 
ImI one dioutand diariolsi seven thoa^and hOTHt 
aod twent)' thousand foMi in his fittt battle irith 
-the Tdyal laraelite, he applied for succouri 'to 
Damascus, and ditalned a power&l rein|(H<i:e- ^ 
ment ; biit he was again defiiated, with the loss 
-of twentj-twD Utouaand men } his two citieS) S^- 
tah and Berathaii ivere (ullaged by the victorious 
enemy; his golden ehietds were taken irpQi the 
treasury ; and his territories greatly contracted' 
At the same time, Rozon, afterward king of 
Damascus, atundoned him to his adverse lor- 
tnne, and employed the troops in pursuit of his 
own ambitious projects. Notwithstanding this 
ffltuatiOT of his afTairs, Hadadezer iiirnished tl^ 
king of Ammon with twenty thousand mea 
^ninBt Israel ; but they, with other auxj^tnei, 
wer«put to a sitamefid flight by Joab, one. of 
David's commanders. He then called in ail the 
petty ptincfea from beyond the Ei^rates, and 
-assembled a numerons army, in tlie bppe.'of re- 
trieving his recent losses ; but all his preparations ' 
were attended with ill success, and the war ter- ' 
.minuedm the total defeat of hia forces, and the 
destniction of bis kingdom. 

The strength of Zobah being thus totally 
.crushed, Bezon seized on Damascus, which he 
cBBCSediUoa luDgdoni] aod proved an inveto- 
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tsle enemy to Sermon. Of his immediate suc- 
ceaiorsi Hezion and Tabrimon, nothing worthy 
of no^ce is cecorded ; but, on the acces»on o£ 
Benhadad, ambassadors arrived in Syria, from 
Asa, king of Judah, with proposals of an alli- 
ance against Saasha, king of Israel, and a. war 
ensued, in iniich the Israelites lost Ijon, Da% 
Abel-beth-Maochah, Cinneroth, and the land of 
Naphtali. 
n -n Benhadad the second had scarcely as- 
joi, cendcd the throne before he resolved la 
prosecute the war a^;ainst lsrael> aiMl* 
having assembled thirty-two princes, with an in- 
credible number of in&ntry, cavalry, and chan- 
oteers, marched against Samaria. Here he sum- 
moned Ahab, the king, to acknowledge him- 
ielf his vassal, and deliver up to him all his trea- 
sures, together with his wives and children* 
To this message the pusillanimous Israelite re- 
turned a very submissive answer ; but, on Ben- 
hadad's aflirming that he should soon send some 
of his officers to riHe the palace and city, Ahab 
and his elders refused to acquiesce, and the Sy- 
rians prepared to carry the place by assault* 
However, whilst the troops were busied in vari- 
otis employments, and Benhadad was carousing 
in his tent, Ahab, with a select company of (Mia 
hundred and thirty-two young men, sallied out 
of the gates, and fell upon the besiegers with 
■uch irresistible fury, that they immediately 
look to flight, without considering either tha 
atrength or number of their enemies. Benhadad 
himself mounted his horsC) and retreated with 
precipitation', whilst many of his followers were 
overlaken and cut in pieces. 

The Syrians were overwhelmed with cMifosioo 
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at this BhaiDefbl disaster, and eageriy sought tot 
a palliation of their disgrace, some of (hem pre* 
tending that their miscajTiage reiujtcd iroia the 
iacapacity of the auxiliary ^ngt, and others at>- 
tributing it to the interference of the " gods of 
the hiUs," who always espoused the cause of 
Israel. Finally, they kdviied theft monarch to 
levy another army, equal, m numbeti, to th» 
othet) and to hazard a battle on even graundj • 
where the gods at hia own country would pre- 
vail. 

, . „ In compljance with this advice, Benha- 
j^^ dad recruited his shattered forces, and 
marched to Aphek, where he encamped 
in B plain, that he might ba under the pro< 
tectioa of his own gods. Seven days the advene 
armies surveyed each other in silence % but, at 
the expiration of that dme, a battle was foi^ilit, 
in which, a hundred tiiousand Syrians were put 
'to the sword, twentyi-seven thousand were cnul^ 
fd to death by the walls of Aphek, which ftU oo 
tfiem as they were 'retreating ; and Bcnhadad. 
was reduced to such extremitiesi that his chief 
p0KerE deemed it expedient to soften the oooque- 
ror's reaentment, by appearing befope him with 
■ackcloth on their loina, and nq)ea about their 
necks. Ahab, however, was so transported with 

Sy, on acfioupt of his victotf, that he caUed 
;i^adad hia brother, took hint into his chariot 
and (on the Syrian's offe^g to restore all that 
lus ^ther had wrested from Israel) pennitted 
)um to retum to his kingdoia without paying apy 
iBOsom. 

, Benhadad ha^ DO sooner regained hb Uberty . 
than he refnsed to fulfil his promisQ T«h>tiue ti) 
tbfl rettorstton' of RstDoth-Gilead i upcsi which 
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Ahab brmed •& aXiaAce vnUtt Jehoshttphat, Idajt 
of Judah, and pKpMtd to terminate the i^^tc 
bf hts sword. On the «nivAl of the coiifedetite 
l^gs at Ramoth-Cilead, Ahab took the precatt- 
tion to disguise himaelf Dtidtr the ap^H<deD»oi| 
Oat. his Ottxay would laaA him out for de^truc* 
tion. Nor was his supposition ill founded, fat 
Setihadad had strictly commanded his thirtjr-^two 
iMptains, vho had the comBiaiid of the t^tariots, 
to direct their arms entirely against the king of 
te«el. This order had nearly proved &ul to 
lehoshaphat, who, being i^^ralled in bis royal 
robes, was closely pursued, and wokild ccrtainljr 
have perished, bad not the eneitiy percnved their 
nistake> But Abab's disguise could not «Tett 
the impending danger i for, a Syrian aroher ha^ 
wg 4ran>n his bow at a venture, smote him be- 
tween the joints of bis amour ; upon which be 
adered his charioteer to drive him from the fidd 

'afbBttle,anddied the sameevening. Theconfllot 
between the armies was Bangutnar}' and obsti- 
nerte ; sod, when nigbt compelled them to sound 
a re^vat, each side drew off with equal loss and 

' doubdiil rictory* 

EttioHly after this mtgagenwnt Benhadad be- 
gan to practise some private treachery ag»nst Je> 
horauk, king of Israel ; but finding all his mea- 
Bores discoQCCTted, dOd dreading the effects of 
iSiaha^ extraordinary foresight, he sent a stn»^ 
forty ta Datfaan, in order to seise that propbeU 
The ntessengers arrived at Dathan in the nighty 
and netct morning were snutten with blindness, 
and led by Eli^a \W> the city of Samaria, where 
thrar eyes were opcn6d, that they might perceive 
tilth ritualkn. However, instead of being made 
prisoners, they received such generous treatment 
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thA Bcnhadad, on their return, ciMiSentcd to put 
ft stop to the rarages (^ war. 

The blesungs of peaice were however of do 
long duration, fbrBenhadad led his troops the 
third time against Samaria, and reduced the in- 
babitants to the most pitiable estremities. But 
vhen he was on the point of taking it, his army 
were so terribly alarmed in the night by a noise 
like that of a numerous host rushing upon them, 
that they hastily raised the siege, aqd left their 
camp for a spoil to the Israelites, as has been al- 
ready* noticed in narrating the history of that 
people. 

Benhadadt being dow consideraUy advanced 
in years, and dispirited by frequent misfbrtUDe% 
was confined) by indi^msition, to his chamber. 
Being infbrined that Etisha intended to visit Da- 
mascus, he desired Hazael, one of his attendants, 
to load forty camels with the choicest productions 
of the uHintry, and hasten to consult the prophet 
concerning the event of his illness. Accordingly 
Hasael set out on his journey, and acquitted him- 
self ^thfiilly of his commisuon. The prophet 
readily answered respecting Benhadad that his 
^ckness was not dangerous, but he should surely 
de> Having thus expressed himself^ he fi&ed 
his eyes inten^Uy upon Hazael, and burst into a 
flood of tears': the Syrian, astonished at this 
emotion, and requesting to know the cause of it, 
was told that he should hereafter be a ntercilea* 
persecutor of the Israelites ; that he should slay 
their young men with the sword, dash their help- 
less httle ones against the atones, rip up their 
pregnant women, and reduce their strong hddi 
to ashes. Hazael professed to be ignorant of 
• Vide vol. ii, page ijB, 
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the proplicf 8 meaniag, and n^ed the imposnU- 
lily of Euch outrages being committed bf a per- 
son of his condition ; but, on Eliaha's assuring 
him he should ascend the thAne of Syria, he 
returned to his master, and, af^r flattering him 
with hopes of recovery, stifled him with a thick 
cloth dipped in water. Thus terminated the 
reign of Benhadad, who, in his life time, embel- 
lished Damasois with many magnificent struc- 
tures, and, aAer his death, was honoured with 
divine worship. 

g f. Hazael, having obtained the crown by 
-8S4. ^ murder of his bene&ctor, applied 
himself sedulously tothecaresof govern- 
ment, and seems to have rngned very peaceaMy 
till Jorain, kin^ of Israel, and Ahaziah, king of 
Judafa, provtdufd bis resentment by a mutual at- 
tack on Ramoth Cilead. In this attempt they 
were attended vith success; but Hazael made 
himself ample amends, by invading both their 
kingdoms, and overwhelming them, with the 
most dreadful calamities, according to Bhsha^ 
predictiotk 
. _ - In the commencement of the reign of 

gj^' his SOD, Benhadad the third, the Syrians 
suflered three succesMve defeats from Je- 
hoash the son of Jehoahaz, and lost all the ter- 
ritories which they had taken from Israel under 
Benhadad. 
. B f, Rean, their last king, entered into a 

741. CMilederacy with Pekah, king of Israel, 
. with a deugn to dethrone Ahaz, king of 
Jndah, and transfer lus crown to a man called 
Tabeal. With this intent the royal allies be«eg- 
cd Jerusalem, but were obliged to withdraw their 
forces. Rezin, however, marched into Edom,- 
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and, having reduced Elath on the Red Sea, t4aM^ 
ed a colony, which subuated ibr a con^eraUe 
time after the subveruon of his kingdom. 
■ In the next year Rerin and Pekah re- 

■ ■ newed hostilities against Ahaz, and, hav- 
ing invaded his territories in three part» ' 
at once, enriched themselves ytith conndenMe 
phinder; hot Ahaz, having purchased the as- 
fflstance of Tigtath Pilcser, king of Assyria, was 
aooB revenged on his Syrian enemy, for Tiglath- 
Pileser immediately entered Damascus at the 
head of a fomudable anny ; slew Re2Jn with die 
sword ; and carried away all his subjects into 
captivity : thus fiilfilling the sacred prediction, 
" The Idngdom shall cease from Damascus, and 
the remnant of Sytia. I will send a firr into the 
house of Hazael which shall devour the pitlaces 
of Benhadad. I wilt cut off him that hcrfdeth 
the sceptre from the house of Eden ; end the 
people of Sjma shall go into captivity, saith the 
LotA." 

Of the kings of Hamath hut little can he said 
uther with respect to their establishment or con< 
tinuance. Toi, their first king, noticed by his- 
torians, was engaged in an nnequal war with Ha- 
dadezer of Zobah, the foundation of which seems 
to have been his refusal to submit to the power of 
that ambidous prince. On the defeat of Hada- 
dezer by king David, Toi sent a costly present, 
con^ting of golden, silver, and brazen vessels, 
to the conqueror, to cong^tulate htm on his suc- 
cesses, and tender his voluntary allegiance. His 
successor seems to have Kved on terms of amity 
with the Israelites till the (biuidation of liie king- 
dom of Damascus. From that time Hamath 
was subject to the kings of Damascus ; and. 
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tbDiig;h it probably revired a little when the Dti- 
mascenea were carried itiU> captivitjt it was even- 
tually involved in a similar l^e : the Hamaihiteg 
being afterward conquered and tranBplanted by 
Sennacherib and Esar Haddon, kings of Assyria. 
. The kings of Geshur were but petty princes, 
jmore considerable fi>r the alliance which David 
made with their &imily than for their extent of 
tenitory. They are supposed to have been one 
of the royal families which, at a very early perir 
odi divided the whole country of Syria among 
them, but none of their names aic recorded ex- 
cept Aminibud and bis son Talmai, the latter of 
whom gave his dg^v^fater Maacha in marriage ta 
Jung David, and sheltered her son Abs^m three 
years when he fled his country for the murder of 
faia brother Ammoii> It appears that the inbal»- 
tants of Geahur bore the Damascene yoke till the 
invasion of the Assyriaos, and that they were a£- 
ierwardB tno^donted, by the conquerorsf inl* 
other oaliona. 
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SELEUCUS, the founder of the Syro-Mac«- 
donian empire,* appears to have been em- 
ptoyed from his earliest youth in the service of ' 
Alexander the Great. He acquired such reputa^ 
don, by his prudence and bravery, in the armyi 
ibat, on the death Of his bene^tor, he was 
l^aced at the head of the cavalry of the allies ; 
and thence raised to the government of Babylob 
The same spirit of ambition which caused th« 
other captains of Alexander to grasp at the ho- 
nours of royalty in their respective allotments, 
induced Seleucus to betray his trust, and «»• 
ceive the derign of erecting a new monarch]^ 
Accon^gly, having abandoned his province on 
account of a misunderstanding with Antigonns, 
he took refiige with Ptolemy, governor of Egypt, 
and engaged him, together with Lyaimachus and 
Cassander, in a league against the object of his 
resentment. Antigonua, being apprised of thift 
treaty, made formidable preparations for wac, 
and soon reduced the provinces of Syria and 
Phcenicia ; but the defeat of his son, Demetrius, 
at Gaza, brought them again into the bands of 
Ptolemy, and enaUed him to asust Seleucus 
with an army which soon put him in possession 
of the city and fortress of Babylon. Upon the 
first inteUigence of this event, Nicanor, gover- 
nor of Media, marched against Seleucus at the 
head of ten thousand foot and seven thousand 

* Under this empire Syria wu divided into three put*, 
" » Vmpar, Coele Syria, or the Hollow Syria, aad 
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horse ; but Ids army being suipriied b^ nigh^ 
in a disadvantageous post, be was compelled to 
seek his own safety in a preci[Mtde flight, white 
such of his soldiers as escaped the slaughter to- 
burtatilf enlisted beneath the baiHiers of Seleut:u% 
«Bd cabled him to pursue his conquests. 

AntigCHvaSj alanned at theae proceedings, sect 
Demetrius wkh a powerful army to expel hit 
enemy from Babykm, which be was ooc^^ng^ 
compelled to abiutdcai, but the acts of rapne and 
nolence committed by the soldiery soon roused 
Che Fesentment of the inhobitatits, and induced 
them to assist Beleucuainthencovery of tbeircitjr. 

J ^, Having driven out the adverse troops 

,',2,' recoVBred the castle, and firmly esta- 
blished his authority among the BabylO'- 
oians, Seleucus led his victorious adherents to 
Media, Persia, Bactiia, and Hyrcania, subjectipg 
to his new em{Hre these and all die other pn> 
Vinces, formerly conquered by Alexuider, oa 
this side the Indus. In the mean time Antigonus 
tad Demetrius having assumed the regal title, 
4te followed thdr example, and caused himself 
to be proclaimed " king of Balq'kiD and Media." 
Soonafterward he projected the invasion of India, 
and actually crossed the river Indus, but the 
necessity of fonniog a now alliaDce against An- 
, tigonus induced him to renounce his pretcnuona, 
and conclude a treaty of peace with Sandrocottus, 
tiie Indian prince. 

On his return from this expedition be 

'a^' madehimselfmasier of the Upper Syria, 

and fixinded the city of Aniioch, wlu<^ 

oocHi became the metropolis of the East. He also 

built, in the same country, Seleucia, Aptunea, 

Laodicea, and some other cities of less note. 

The battle of Ipsus baring terminated the lib 
U 3 
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of Antigonus, and almost annihilated the power 
of his son, the confedersde princes began to con- 
cave a jealousy of each other's authority ; and 
Lysinmchus entered into a separate allifttice 
with Ptolemy ; espousing the princess Araihoe> 
and marrying his son Agathodea to one of hef 
sisters. Seleucti3,bdng highly incensed at this 
conductt iminediately proposed to marry Stra- 
tonice the daughter of Demetrius by Fhila. As 
the at&irs of Demetrius were then at a. very. low 
eUi, he joyfully embraced the proposal, and con- 
veyed his daughter, with the few vessels he had 
remaining, into Syria. In his passage he made 
a descent on Cilicia, upon which PItstarchus, 
■who had received the govemmeni-from the fou» 
fcings at a general partition of territories, 
hastened to SeleucuB with complaints of Deme. 
triua's conduct. The accused, however, con- 
-trived to bias Sekucus in his fovour ; and, after 
spending several days in nviptiat rejoicings at 
the maritime town of Orassus, completed the 
reduction of Cilicia; to which he soon annexed 
4be 'Whole island of Cyprus, and the important 
cities of Tyre and Sidon, in Phtenice. He was 
soon afterward, however,deprivedby the ccnfe- 
dertUe princes of the best part of his dominions. 
About this time Scleucus undertook the build- 
ing of a new city, on the western bank of the 
^Tigris, which he called after his own name 
Seleucia, and distinguished with many privileges 
itbove all other cities of the east. This dty soon 
became extremely populous and wealthy, for the 
country near Babylon being inundated by Ae 
breaking down the banks of the Eui^rates, most 
of the iuh^tants removed to Seleucia. Many 
other cities were also founded by Selencus, of 
which ^teen were called Antioch, from bis 
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brother Antiochus; trine Sdeucia, from Mb own 
name; six Laodicea, from his mother Laodke i 
three Apamea, from Apama hia first wife ; and 
«ne Stratoniceai from his last wife Stratonice. 

Whilst Seleucus was thus employed, Deme> 
trius collected a poweriul fleet and army, for the 
purpose of recovering his fiither's dominims in 
Asia ; but Ptolemy, Seleucus, and Lysinuchus, 
having renewed their ancient alliance, and pre- 
vailed on Pyrrtius, king of Epirus, to j<rin the 
same confederBcy,against him, the war terminated 
in his utter ruin and captivity. 

„ f. Shortly after the decease of Demetrius 
384. and Ptolemy Soter, some unfottunatedis- 
sentions arose between Arsinoe, the wife 
of Lysimachus, and her sister Lysandra, who 
had been united to Agathocles. Ealflrof the 
sisters exerted themselves to form a powerful 
party t^inst the death of Lyumachus, till at 
length Aninoe prevailed on the old kii>g to put 
Agathocles to death ; and Lysandra, leather 
with her children and her brother, Pt(dem]> 
CeraunuB, fled forrefuge to the court of Seleucus. 

. As Seleucus and I.ysimachua were each up- 
wards of seventy years old, and the only remain* 
ing captuns of Alexander, they were expected 
to liave closed the scene of life in that strict 
fHendship which had sub^sted so long between 
them. However the injuries of Lysandra, the 
compIuntsofCeraunus, and the persuasions of 
many of Lysimachus's chief officers, who had 
abandoDcd their posts in revenge for the murder 
of Agathocles, prevailed on Seleucus to take die 
field against his old ally : but before he embarked 
in so important an undertaking he made a sacri- 
fice toparental tenderness, which it would be US' 
pardonable to omit. 
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Antiochus, the son of Seieucus, fell virfentif ' 
in lore vnth the beautifiil Stntonice ; but, not 
duing to avow his passioti, he silentjjr langtiisbed 
under it (br some time, and at length he was re-- 
duced to so weak a state that acarcely any hopes 
were entertfuned oFhis life. An eminent Greek 
physician, named EraBistntus, soon surmised the 
Damre of his distemper, and, with gjeat dexte- 
rity, poeKssedhimselfoFthe&tal secret. Here- 
upon (percelring that Andochus could not pos- 
«Uy Jive unless acme method were devised for 
the gratification of bis desires) he presented him- 
•elf before Seieucus, and told him that the prince 
was incurable^ being unfortunately enamoured of 
a lady whom he could never obtain. The king, 
«irpriaedat this declaration, demanded the reasrai 
why ^-w^on couldnot possess the object of his un- 
conquerable passion i " Because," replied the 
physicjan, " she is my wife, and I cannot posubly 
yieldhertotheembracesof another." — " How!" 
■aid the agitated monarch, " will Erasistratus 
reftise to part with his wife, to preserve the life 
9f my beloved son ? Is this the friendship you 
profess toward me i" Nay then,'' rejoined the 
Greek, " apply the case to yourself, whilst I 
propose this simple question, if Antiochus were 
thus desperately smitten with the charms of 
Stratonice, would you take the counsel which you 
give me, and deprive yourself of that amiable 
woman for the restoration of your son ? No, 
certainly ; and if you, who are a parent, and 
possess all imaginable aifecdon for youroffspring, 
would refuse to make so great a sacrifice on such 
an occa»on, how can you expect so uncommon 
an exertion from me ?" This appeal struck fot^ 
cibly on the heart of Seieucus, who, bursting into 
teara, and grasping the phyndan's band, ex- 
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etaimed, " Oh ! may the gods put my son's safe* 
ly on that issue, as I am not only willing to re- 
sign Stralomce, but my empire also, for his re^ 
covery !" The physician's scheme being thus 
crowned with success, an explanation took place ; 
the beautiful Stratonice was persuaded lo bestow 
her hand on Antiochus ; and Seleucus generous- 
ly presented the enraptured bridegroom with the 
sovereignty of Upper Asia. 

Shoi^y after this transaction Seleucus march- 
ed, at the head of a numerous army, into Asia 
Minor, where he received the submis^ons of 
most of the governors belonging to Lysimachus, 
and made himself master of the important cit^ 
of Sardis. 

Alarmed at the capture of a town where he 
had deposited his principal treaaurcs, and dread- 
ing the progress of so formidable an enemy, 
' Lysimachus advanced, by rapid marches, to tho 
Hellespont, ant^ having crossed over into Asia, 
drew up hia troops against Seleucus, at Curope- 
dion, in Phrygia. The conflict proved extreme- 
ly obsdnate, and the victory was a long dme 
doubtful, bull at length, the valiant Lysimachuft 
was slain ; his affrighted soldiers retreated be- 
fore the enemy ; and Seleucus was left in pos- 
sessiiHi of all their baggage. From this impor- 
tant victory Seleucus, who was now the only 
survivor of all Alexander's captains, received 
the appellation of Nicator, or conqueror, by 
which he is commonly distinguished from other 
princes of the same name, who were afterward 
invested with the Syrian diadem. However, he 
did not long enjoy his triumph, for as he was 
marching into Macedon, with a design to spend 
the residue of his days in his native countryj-he 
was treacherouMy murdered by Ptolemy Ce- 

D.5,l:sdl., Google 



5t$ aSLEUCIBX IK SIKIA. 

nuiDUB, whose unparalleled wickednesi, cnieltv, 
BOd ingratitude, have been alre&dy noticed m 
the history* of Egypt. — Such was the catas- 
trophe of a potentate who distinguished himself 
above all his contemporaries by an extreoidinary 
love of justice, a taste for polite literatut%, an 
enchanting suavity of manners, and a peculiar 
regar^ for religion. 

Autiochus, having burnt his fiither's bodf 
with extraoidinary pomp on the coast of 
Seleucia, and erected a magniGcent chapel ta 
bis memory, took possession of the empire. The 
commencementofhis reign was marked by hia 
renunciatioD erf" the crown of Macedon in &Tour 
of Antigonus ; and a successful expeditioB 
agunst the Gauls, who had long harassed the 
Asiatic provinces with predatory iDcursions. 
The exertions of Autiochus upoa this occa^oD 
procured him theaumame of Soter or Saviour. 
P „ Elated by his victory over the Gauls, 
. jjj_ Antiochus projected the invasion of Per- 
gamus, and actually led his forces thither 
in full confidence of obtiuning a throne which 
was left vacant by the death of Pbiletzrus. His 
expectations, however, proved to be ill founded, 
for Eumenes, the nephew of the deceased prince, 
met him, near Sardis, with a formidable army, 
and compeUedhimtore^re with considerable loss. 
On his return to Antioch the king sentenced 
ane c^ his sons to death for having fomented a 
spirit of rebellion during his absence : and at the 
same time nominated his other son, AntiochtL'^ 
to succeed him on the throne of Syria. Shortly 
after this atrangement the king paid the debt <% 
aature, in the nineteenth year of Ills reign. 
AoUnchus Theos had no sooner assumed the 
* St* vol. 1. fige 313. 
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rnns of goveromcnt than he engaged in ft fnur 
with Ptt^my PhiladelphuB, king of E^pt, on 
iiccoiuttof amisunderstaiuUng which had sub- 
KSted between the families during the reign 
of AntiochuB Soter. But, as histoHans are 
silent upon the subject, it is probable that the 
successes of this war on either side were not very 
conuderable. 
g „ HoGtililies of a much more alarming 
jj,3,' nature broke out in the eastern proriiKes 
of the empire, and threatened Antiochua 
with the most serious misfortunes. Arsaces, a 
valiant Parthian, being roused to fiiry by th« 
unmanly behaviour of Agathocles, governor of 
Parthia, and the adjacent countries, excited a 
revolt, and assembled a very powerfiil bbdy of 
partisans, which eventually enabled him to 
found a new and formidable empire. About 
the same time Theodotus, governor of Bactria, 
ftrew off his allegiance, and assumed the ho- 
nours of royalty ; whilst Antiochus vainly at- 
tempted to crush these dangerous rebellions, 
and, after a hard stntggle, was compelled to 
make peace with the king of Egypt upon very 
disadvantageous terms. 

Some time after the termination of the Egyptian 
war Antiochus was poisoned by his wife Laodice, 
whom he had divorced, but afterward received 
into fiivour. This Woman, having administered 
Qte deleterious potion to her unsuspecting consort, 
caused him to be privately removed, and placed 
a person on the royai couch, who, by personating 
tile dying monareh, prevailed iMi the Syrian 
nobles to acknowledge Seleucus Callinicus, the 
son of Laodice, as their lawful sovereign, though 
Ae crown belonged to a male infant of queen 
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Berenice. This iBfampua contrivance hippea- 
ing to prove successful, the death of AnUochua 
was made public, and Callinicus ascended the 
throne without oppo^tion. 

The treacherous Laodlce.not thinking herself 
Kcure while Berenice and her son were aJive, 
concerted measures with Seleucus for their de- 
struction ; but Berenice, discovering thdr inten- 
ti<ai, eluded the danger for some time, by re- 
tiring, with her son, to a strong fortress at 
Daphne> Exasperated at the discovery of hift 
nebrious design, Callinicus resolved to use open 
force i and acconUngly ordered his forces to 
besiege her asylum. This measure roused the 
indignation of all the Asiatic cities, who imme- 
^tely entered into a confederacy, and raised a 
strong body of troops for the unfortunate 
queen's relief. Ptolemy Euet^tes also hastened 
to succour his persecuted sister at tbe head of a 
numerous army. But both Berenice and her 
sop, with all their Egyptian attendants, were in- 
humanly massacred before these friends could 
come to their rescue. Ptolemy, however, re- 
yenged the inhuman murder, which be could 
hot prevent : for he had the good fortune to 
seize Laodice, whom he condemned to death, 
and made himself master of a considerable part 
of Syria and Cilicia, with the whole tract of 
country beyond the Euphrates as &r as Babylon 
Mid the river Tigiis. But the pn^iress of hia 
urns was at length arrested by a domestic re* 
bellioQ, which obl^d him to hast^i back into 
Egypt 

Upon the first intelligence that Ptolemy bad 
returned to his own kingdom, Seleucus Calli- 
■icus prepared a formidable fleet, and set sail* 
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Ibr the ptirpose of reducing the rerolted cities: 
but he had no sooner advanced into the open 
Bca than a dreadful Etorm arose, which utterly 
destroyed his armament — the king and a few at- 
tendants being the only persons who escaped the 
general wreck. By an extraordinary caprice of 
fortune, however) this accident contributed to 
the re-establishment of his afTairs, for the Asiatic 
dttes, thinking that he had been suf&dently 
chastised for his cruelty tbward the ill-&ted 
Berenice, changed their former hatred into com- 
passion, end voluntarily submitted to his au- 
thority. 

Thus, unexpectedly, restored to the greatest 
part of his dominions, Seleucus resolved to re- 
cover the rest, and accordingly raised a nume- 
rous army for that purpose ; but, after expe- 
riencing a di^racefiil overthrow, he was com- 
pelled to make a truce with the Egyptian for 
ten years. 

No sooner had Ptolemy withdrawn his victo- 
Hous forces, tiian Seleucus found himself en- 
gaged in a war with his own brother, Antiochua 
Heirax, whom he had offended by refiising to 
remunerate his late services with the sovereignty 
ofAuaMiQor. Aftef an unsuccessfiil attempt 
to crush the rebellion, the king led his forces 
against Antiochus, and an engagement ensued, 
in which the former was defeated with great 
slaughter, and narrowly escaped caiitivity. The 
victorwas also exjiosed to imminent danger, for, 
on a false report that Seleucus was slain in the 
battle, the Gaulish troops plotted the death of 
AntiochuB also, who was consequently obliged 
to redeem his life at the expcnce of all his 
treasures. ■ 

Vol. VIII. X 



11, Google 



The hope (^ pro&iiig ' by tbeBC divifioni- in* 
<luced EumeneB, king of Pergamut, to lead stll 
his fuces against the Syrian taifiK in the wes^ 
Whils Theodotus and Arsaces acted a similac 
part in the east. Meanwhile the war nffed widi 
unabating fiiry between the two brothewjtiU, at 
lotgtb, etTter a dre^il&l efCiiuon of blood, and 
many obstinMe conflicts, Antiocbus woe totally 
defeated, and compelled to take re&g* in aa 
enemy's land, where he was murdered by a 
band of robbers. 

Seleocua having thus terminated a sanguiauy 
war, and applied himself for some time to the 
re-establishment of his domestic concetns, de- 
termined on the reduction of the eastern pro- 
vinces which had lately revolted, but his at- 
tempt was frostrated, and his anay compelled to 
retire with dishtuwur. However, he imprH- 
dently undertook a second expedititxi, which 
proved still mwe unfortunate tJian the jbrmer, 
forhewaa taken phsoner by Arsaces, and de- 
tained in captivity for the ^tace of four yeoM, 
at the expiration of which time . his death was 
occasioned by a fell from his hctfse in the twenty- 
fii^t year of hiB reign. 

^ ^ Seleucus, the eldest son of the deceasad 
- »i6. P"n<^fii "ow succeeded to the vacant 
throne, and assumed the surname of Ce< 
raunus or the Thunderer— an appellation ill 
suited to his mental baseness uidde^ity. After 
a contemptible, reign of three years, he was 
p^sonedby twoofhiachief o9ic^«,and, at the 
ins^gation of his brother Achxus, the crown 
was placed on the head ot his son Andochus, 
who was afterward honoured with the sumame 
of Great. 
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Antiachiu tru sc«rcctr «etUed on the throne 
of his ancestara, before Akxamler and Molo, 
two of Ms genenli, whom he had entmated 
With the- goremmenU of Per«aand Media, re- 
ttrfied frOTQ theif allegiaace, and endeavouroi to 
cstabhBh tfacmBdves with iHriimited power, in 
thdr re^>ecti*e-diatncts. Upon die first ttcws 
of this ^fection Zeno and'Xheodotus were sent 
bito the Eait, at the bead of a nsmerous army ; 
but the rebeh overthrew them in a pitched 
htttle, and oompelkd them to retreat, with am- 
BlduaUe lbs*. A second detachment was then 
KBt, under the command of Xenxtas, but, as 
thk man was tot^f unfit far so impcotanl a 
terriee, and had, in bet, nothing to recommend 
him but the fiiendship of a corrupt minister, he 
-was cut off, b^dier mth all his men ; and the 
rebels kBmet&ulj tmdi poBSesiioa of Babylcnua 
•Bd Mesopdtunia. 

Antiocbus, having, in the mean time, been 
lAsappcunled in an attempt upoa C«eki Sfria, re- 
•dved. to RMTch in person against the revolted 
provinces. According!]' suitable prepuationa 
were made ; the royal i^my passed the Tigris i 
Mohi was oyertaken near the mountains of Apol- 
lotHa ; and an eng^emcnt ensued, which proved 
fatal to the insiui^nts. Mdo, having killed 
Mjna^ to avoid captivity, was fixed on a crosa, 
«n one of the highest mountains in Media ; and 
Alexander, heating of bis brother's defeat, first 
Murdered bis mother, wife, and children, and 
then dispatched tumseH to elude the vengeance 
of &c conqueror. 
^ Q The affiurs of the East being now hf^ 

310. t^Y re-established, and Hermias, tht 
late mitiister, having reccimd the jutf rs 
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ward of his treacbeiy and c<»Tuptum, Antjocbut 
bestowed his provioces on persons' of approved 
fidelity ; and began to prepare .for two other 
ilwgerous enterprises, which stiH remained on 
his hands— one a^nst Ptolemy, for the recovery 
of Cffilo-Syria, and the other against his uncte 
Achxua, who had usurped the sovereignty of 
Asia MintH". 

After calling a council to deliberate on th« 
most prudent measures at this important cri^S) 
il>e king, resolved to lead his forces agains) 
Ptolemy before he engaged Ach^ciis. Ac- 
cordingly the campaign was opened with. the 
siege of Selucia, which was carried by assault j 
Ptolemais and Tyre were taken by the treachery 
of Theodotus ; several small towns voluntarily 
Opened their gates, and the garrison of Damas- 
cus were overcome by stratagem. The mai^ 
lime city of Dura, in the vicinage of Mount 
Carmel, was next invested, but, the fortifications 
proving too strong for the assiulants, Antiochm 
agreed to a truce of four months, and put his 
army into winter quarters. 

After some unsuccessful overtures for peacei 
.the truce expired^ and both parties prepared 
agun to take the field. Nicolaus, the £toliani 
who was appointed commander in chief of the 
Egyptian forces, marched from Gaza, the place 
of r^idesvousj to Libanus, and seized on all the 
passes between that chain of mountains and the 
sea. Antiochus, on the other hand, made very 
formidable preparations for his projected inva- 
sion, and was crowned with abundant success, - 
Having received the submissions of several 
pities which he had occasion to pass, he advanc- 
kA by I'apld marches toward Nictdaus, who, after 
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aa obsignate reeiftance, was competed to retire 

to Stdon, Ithittier he was Mowed by the E^p- 

Uan fieet, whilst Antiochus reducAl the chief 

cities of Giililee ; crossed the Jordan; and made 

Hmself master of mfCDy important plac^ iK 

Judea. 

■ B^ p Eariy in the Mowing spritig, the host 

aij. tile armies ag^in took the field--thtit of 
the Syrians beneath the batiner q( Antio- 
^has, and tHat of tbc Eg;yptiaAB under tbe c<tfi>- 
mand of Ptolemy. When they came within! 
sight of each other, encampments were. fanned 
Etear Raptua, a city lying between Gaza and 
RMnocorara ; and many skirmishes taA {dace 
between the foraging parties of both natitms.' 
Here alao Thebdotus, under cover of a dafk 
night, bc^y entered the E^ptian ctonp, and 
penetrated to the royal tent, in hopes <ir tcrmi- 
nating the war by Pttdemy's death; bat the 
Ung hai^ening that night to sleep in another 
tent, the £tolian killed his first pbyucian, mi^ 
taking him for Ptolemy ; wounded two other 
persons : and, amidst the oonfu^on which thi* 
attemttt occasioned, redrcd safely to his owb 
camp. 

At length both kings reserved to come to t 
dedure engagement, and a battle was fought 
with nncommon gallantry and resolution ; W 
after a vigorous reliance, the byri^ army- 
was broken, and put to flight : and Antiochus, * 
having narpowly escaped with his own life, 
deemed it advisable to send an embassy to the 
king of Egypt with proposals of peace. Ptolemy 
might, at this juncture, have vanquished tiie 
whole of his opponent's territories ; but as he 
prefcired the pleasures of voluptuousness iq thd 
X 3 
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bord^artied laurels ofmutial reputation, he 
agreed to a truce^fbrone'reap ; and, before the 
aspiration of tbat time, concluded a peace. 
- Autitx^us being, at length, delivered from 
Us fl^Tptian enemy, coneluded a league with 
Attalus, kind of Pergainus, and marched against 
Achxus, who defended himself, in the dty of 
Sardis, -for upwards of a year, against two 
powerful arardes. Howertri be was at length 
dcArrered up by the treachery of some Cretans) 
sod expiated* his crime by deedk 

The eEectiti(X) of Achxus having put an end 
lio . the war of Awa, Antlochus returned with his 
army to Antioch, and b^^ to make prepara- 
lion for the reduction of the Eastern pronnces 
whidi'had shaben ofTthe Syrian yoke* Ac- 
cordingly he nvarched into Media and Paithia, 
where he <Atuned such important advantages, 
that Ars^es, the- founder of the Paitluan em- 
pire, consented to purchaae peace on the terms rd 
assisting him ag^nst the other provinces; an A- 
Hance was formed between the royal fanulles of 
Syria and Bactna f a former le^;uD of ami^ 
Was renewed with the king of India ; and Ao- 
tiochus, having settled the a&irs of Arachoaia, 
DrangtMia, and Carmania, returned, after an 
absence of sevwi years, to his capitd, with a re- 
putation that be^^ to be formidable not' only 
U the powers of Asia, but also to those of 
£urc^. 

■ • When Antioehus saw th« preat, hnt unfortunate man, 
to whom he ctreil hit cronn, haded with chaiiu as > COCD- 
moa ifnlefaccor, h« wis grcaily agiiacedi and bunt into a 
flood of tears ; but reasons of state prevailing over eom- 
pasuon, hepasjed the BCniEnce of decapitation on the ob- 
ject of hh pily (he same morninf. ■ ■ 
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' Shortly after his return^ Antiodius, hearing 
(rf Ptrfemj' Pfailopator'B death, entered into an ■ 
idliance with Philip of Macedon, for the purpoK 
of depriving the young king, Epiphanee, of his 
dominions. With this design AnUochus marched 
into Ccelo-Syria and Palestine, and, in leas than 
two campaigns, reduced- all those provinces with 
their cities and dependencies. In the mean 
time, the Roman senate, at the request rf 
the Egyptians, took on them the tuition of £[»• 
phaties, and immediately enjoined Philip aM 
Antiochus to withdraw their forces fnan the 
Twwly 'cMtquered provinces, under pain of the 
heaviest dis^easure and hoUiUties. M. Eroilius 
liepidus, having delivered his embassy to the 
royal confederates, repaired to the court of 
Egypt, and lefl the maaagement of the public 
a^rs in the hands of Aristomenes, an old ex- 
perienced minister, who acquitted bigMelf in 
this new chai^ with equal' fidelity and pro- 
dence. - 

AristMnenes, finding it indispensaUy necessary 
to provide against the expected invasion, pr«»- 
dentJy recnnted his army with the best troops 
fae could raise ; and, taking advantage of Antio- 
chus's absence, sent Scopas, an £toIian, with a 
numerous body <tf f<Hv:es into P^estine and 
Ccelo^yria. This expe<Ution proved sosuccess- 
fill that all Judea was reduced with the utmost 
fecility ; several cities in Cielo-Syria were re- 
covered ; and the victor returned to Alexandria 
loaded with plunder. But no sooner did. Antio- 
chus appear at the bead of his troops than the 
scene was entirely changed, for Scopaa, wha 
returned to oppose his progress, was defeated 
with dreadftil slaughter ; tetania, Samaria, 
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Oadenii AbMa, imdntbcr places pf iimiortuKe, 
were Buccesrivcly reduced ; and the citizens of 
Jerustdem, delirering up tbdr keys, wekomcd 
the conqueror with lodd and repeated acdama* 

Having thus effected the cukqtiest of C<b1o- 
Sjrh. and Palestine, Antiochus »ent ambassadors 
to Alexander with [Kopoaals of a marriage be- 
tween bh daughter Cleopatra and EjMphatiest 
to be consummated as soon aa they were both of 
age. This proposal, joined with die promise of 
giving up ■ tibe conquered .provinces by way of 
dowry with the young princess, was ratified 
without heutation ; and the king of Syria was 
DOW kft to pursue hia deupis upon Asia Minor 
without mtdestation. 

Early in the fblloinng spring the king sent 
Us two sons, Mithridates and Arduas, mth hia 
land forces to Sardis, ordering them to wait at 
that city for his arrival, while himself set sail 
with a fleet aufiidentiy powerful to strike terror 
into all the coasts of the Mediterranean. As he 
coasted along Cilicia, FamphyUa, Caria, and 
Lycia, many of the maritime dtica eluded his 
vengeance by voluntary submissions ; Concc- 
Bium, which alone relived to admit his troops, 
waa taken by assault ; and the important city of 
EphesoB was soon aimexed to his fbiroer 
conquests. 

Several of the Greek cities in Asia, which had 
hitherto enjoyed the incomparable blessings of 
liberty, were greatly alanned at these pro- 
ceedings, and, rightly surmising that Antiochus 
designee^ to reduce them all to the abject con* 
dition they were in under his ancestors, they ap- 
plied to Rome ibr succour and protection againet 
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tbat powerful enemy. The senate readily ac- 
ceded to their, request of checking his rapid pro- 
gitss, and imniediately dispatched ambassadon 
to him ; but, previously to their arrival, Antiochus 
had quitted Athens, and seized on the Thcacian 
Chersonesus, whilst two detachments were em- 
ployed at the sieges of Smyrnaand Ijampaachus. 
Whilst Antiochus was busied in rebuilding the 
cityofLy»inachia, which had been founded by 
Ly^machua on the isthmus leading to the Thra- 
cian Chersonesus, but which had been lately de- 
stroyed by the 'I'hradaDs, the Koman ambassa- 
dors arrived in Thr^e, with deputies' from the 
Greek cities in A^a, and everted all their elo- 
quence to dissuade the king from settling* in 
Europe. Aniiochus received them with every 
mark of respect, and entertained .them with 
princely hospitality : but at the first conference 
they were mutually disgusted with each other. 
The Romans, assuming those imperious ^rs 
which stroi^Iy marked their character, asserted 
that their republic was dis^tlsfied with the 
lung's conduct ever ^nce he had crossed the 
Hellet^nt ; they peremptorily demanded the 
restitution of all the provinces recently wrested 
from the Egyptian prince ; and insisted upon 
the evacuation of those places which had been 
usurped from Philip, since the Romans claimed 
the ^sposal of them by right of conquest. 
"Whatl" said L. Cornelius, " shall Rome 
have sustained an expensive war with Philip, 
and Antiochus reap the profits of it i We 
might possibly have connived at your OMiquests 
in Asia ; but those you are come to make in 
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Earopc we iriB t»enr siiSer ; nor csn we sappoat 
th^n leu thm a dectaratisn oT war agusat tfa« 
Bionutn people and seRate." 

AntiocliM, exasperated at thia freedom, i«i 
pdied, in a haughty tone, " I taave loug obscnred 
that Rome is very watchful of my ateps, but ea.- 
tirdy regardkas of her own. Know then, prou<l 
8om»s, ^mt you have no more right to ex- 
BiniBC, or to judge of my conduct in Asia, than 
I to controul you in your undertakings 'm Italy* 
As to tite king of Egypt, he is my friend, anl 
will soon become my 3on'in4aw ; we can tber^ 
fore settle our&fferences between ourselves; and, 
with K^Kct to the Thracian cities wluch I haf« 
recendy taken from king Philip,! must infcnn 
you that the Chersonesus was never a part of hit 
^aniinious : Nicator, my great grand-^Mlwr', 
•ocfc it ftcnn Lysimachus, whom he vanquished 
in Phrygia: and, titough Ptolemy and Philip 
di^ed Tfarace between them, wluie my prcd»- 
tttaae was busy elsewhere, I htae an itidisputabte 
light to recover what they unjuatly iimkded.** 
To tlus speech the Rmnans made no reiriy, but 
adted In the ambaeaadon from Smynw and 
LARipsacUs, who delivered their sentiments iritli 
■ud> freedom, thatAntiochus haughtily cdiseFved, 
the Romans were not to be hi* judges ; and the 
aMembty broke up in great disonler.- 

In diemeantime,areportbeingciiculated that 
^ie king of Egypt was dead, the interesting news 
was brought to AnliochuB, who immediately 
committed tile care of LysimacMa- to his ton 
Scleucus, and haatraed oa board hit fleet, to 
ti^e posBessioH of a diadem which he now re- 
garded as his own. However, his expedition 
was only productive of vexadon, for, on his ar- 
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iBval at Lyciftf tiie report waa cantradtoted ; wd 
a vbleot Oonu, which roM as he steered towand 
the Uluid of Cy[xus, destroyed inaii]> of hia 
fittest veseris. 
j^ ^ Etujy in the ensuing spring, HaniiiW 
,p^/' placed himself beneHth the protection of 
Antiochus, and fixed his resolution of 
soaking war upon the Romans. The king, bow- 
ever,' in order to gain time, and discover ttie thie 
intentions of the senate, sent an embassy to 
Jlome, wiule he, secretly continued his prepaxao 
tioiK. At the same time, resolving to strmgth- 
0n himself by new alliances, be married his 
^ughter, Cleopatra, to the king of Egypt, ac- 
cordii^ to the afore-menlifflied agreement, and 
(wstowed the hand of. his second daughter, Anti> 
ochis, upon Ariarathes, king of CappadoGta4 

The king's ambassadors returning with an u»- 
satisfactoiy answer, and a new embassy being. 
sent to Antiochus without eSbct, the Syriaaa r*- 
aolved to declare war, and the Romeas begra 
to take suitable measures Sot the prevendon of 
those evils which threatened them both ki 
Greece and Awa." Accordingly Antioebua 
caused a fleet to be equipped, with all possiblr 
expedidon, and set sail for the ThrBcian Cher- 
looesuS] where he fortified Lysimachie, SestuS) 
AbyduB, and some other cities in tkat ae^- 
boarhood, to i«eveiit the Romans from crossii^ 
the Hellespont* On his receiving intelbganoe, 
however, &M. tbe Bomaq fleet had a{^eucd off 
Delos, he returned to Ejihesus, and called a 
oomii^ of war, in which it was resolved that 
Polyxenidas, tbe Syriui admiral, should sail in 
■ 'ne ^u^uis had mnv renounced the friuiilihtn'af 
Home, asd inviKd Antiochot tnco Gtmcc 
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search of the enemf, and hazard an engaged 
■ ment. This resolution was imiaediatelf adopt- 
ed. Both fleets advanced in line of battle, and a 
conflict ensued, which was sust^ned for a con- 
nderabte time with equal resolution j but, 
Eumenes, king of Pergamus, having attacked 
Polyseoidas with unparalleled fury, the Syrians 
were at length thrown into disorder, and utterly 
defeated, thirty of their vessels being captured, 
-and ten sunk in the engagement. LJvius, the 
Roman admiral, pursued Polyxenidas as £» as 
Ephesus ; but, finding that he would not ven- 
ture agEun to sea, he dismissed the auxiliaries, 
and returned to the port of Can^, in Mysia, 
where he drew his ships ashore for the winter, 
after having secured the place with a ditch and 
ntmpart. 

Next year the Romans gave the command of 
their land forces to C. Cornelius Scipio, and ap-i 
pointed L. Emilius Rhegillus to carry on the 
war by sea. The famous Scipio A&icanus serv- 
ed under his brother, to the unspeakable joy of 
the Romans, who were much delighted with the 
. expectation of seeing Sdpio and Hannibal once 
more enter the lists. 

Whilst the two brothers were advancing, by 
rapid marches, toward the Hellespont, and 
livius, beiitg joined by the Rhodian fia^ t, was 
employed at the siege of Abydos, Polyxenidas 
Mit to sea ; and, by a piece of treachery, destroyed 
Pausiatratus, the Rhodian commander, with the 
greatest part of his vessels. This misfortune 
compelled Livius to raise the siege ; and hasten 
to the defence of the ships which he had left in 
the harbour of "Canz. He, soon after, made a 
descent on the maritime town of Phocxa i and 
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insulU'd the Syrian fleet in the harbour of 
EphesuB ; but, bung repulsed on both occauonsi 
be sailed to Samos, and there resigned Ids 
command to Emilius Rhegiilus. 

During these transactions Antiochus marched 
into the kingdom of Pergamus, and laid close 
liege to the capital, but the arrival of the Roman 
fleet frustrated his intentions, and compelled 
him to retire to Sardis. About the same time 
a Phienidan fleet, under tlie command of 
Hanuibal, was entirel}' defeated, by the Rho- 
tUaos, near the maritime city of -Sida, in 
Pamphylia. 

Notwithstanding these repeated disasters the 
king placed a firm dependance on his navy, 
and, accordingly, ordered Polyxenidas to venture 
another engagement with the Romans, while 
the land forces marched i^^atnst ColophcHi, one 
of the most considerable nties of Ionia. By 
investing Colophon, Antiochus expected to draw 
the enemy's fleet out of the port of Samos, and 
thus g^Tc his admiral an opportunity of attackiitg 
it ; but, though the result proved answerable to 
his expectation, his hopes of victory were soon' 
annihilated I for, the Syrian armament being 
thrown into disorder by the fire ships of the 
Rhodians, Polyxenidas was entirely defeated, 
with the loss of forty-two lai^ vessels, and 
thirteen ga]lies^ 

Upon the news of this defeat Antiochus. was 
ao violently agitated, that, forgetiul of his usual 
prudence, he hastily withdrew bis forces from 
Ly«machia, and the other cities of the HeUes- 
pont, to prevent their falling into the enemy's 
hpnds ; Uiough Lysimachia alone might have 
.stopped the progress of the consular army for a 
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Gonsidcrable dme. Then, perceiving that he 
bad acted diametrically oppoute to his ovd to- 
tercst, he exclaimed, " I know not what god 
has in&tuated me. Ever; thing happens cotir 
Irary to my expectation. HeaTen persecutes 
ine: and what can I infer from all this, but 
tJiat my rain approaches i Being much dejected 
by these reBections, he raised the siege of 
Colophon, and retired to the court of his son-in- 
law Ariarathes. 

Meanwliile the Roman troops, liaving anived 
at the Cheraonesus, marched agtunst Lysimachia 
in battle array, not doubting but they should 
meet with a vigorous resistance. But, to their 
great astonbhment, they found that the Syrians 
had evacuated it, and that the city of Abydos, 
on the oppo»te shore, was also imprudently de- 
serted. Hereupon they crossed the Hellespont 
in good order, and formed an encampment on 
the A»atic shore, whilst the consul p^d a visit 
to Tix)y, and offered sacrifice to Minerva, the 
tutelar goddess of the citadel. 

Antiochus, hearing of the enemy's progress, 
was seized witji new terror, and resolved to sue 
for peace. Accordingly he sent an embassy to 
the Romans, offering to restore without ransom 
tlie son of Scipio Aiiicanus, who had been taken 
in the course of ih? war by a Syrian galley ; to 
deliver up the cities of Lampsnciis and Smyrna ; 
to evacuate such places in Ionia and £oIis as 
the senate liad demanded ; and to defray half 
tlie expence which Rome had been at in bringing 
the war iijto 'Asia. These proposals, however, 
were i-ejectcd ; and the king was consequently 
obliged to make fre^ib pi-cparationp for ppposin|^- 
the enemy. 
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Whilst the Syrian forces were assembled near 
Thyatira, in Lydla, and the Romans encamped 
in the vicinage of Elcea^ Scipio Africanus, falling 
sick, was removed to the adjacent dty ; whither 
Antiochus generously sent the youth Whose liber- 
ty had t)een recenlly oSered in the propoaali for 
peace. Scipio was much affected with this in- 
stance of generosity in an enemy ; and, after re- 
pe^edly embracing his beloved son, he charged 
the messenger to return his most hearty thanks 
to Antiochiis, and tell him, that he could not, al 
present, show his gratitude otherwise than by ad- 
vising the Syiiatis to avoid an engagement till bC 
was sDfliciently recovered to return to the campi 
However, before he was able to quit Eleea, the 
consul appointed C. Domitius to be lieutenant in, 
his stead, and marched against Antiochus, who 
now quitted the plains of Thyatira, and formed a 
neW encampment near Ma^;ncsia, on the other 
side the river Hermus. 

Although the superiotHy rf the kmg's forces 
might have riaturatly induced him to hazard a 
batde, his respect for the advice of Scipio pro* 
vailed over every other considfcratton, uid he, 
according!}', endeavoured to elude an attack in his 
Aew post, by enclosing the camp with a deep 
ditcli, a double row of pdisades, and other fiu-- 
tificiktkins. But the Romans were so violently 
exasperated against him for declining an engage- 
lAent, that they soon resolved to force his en- 
trenchments I a determination which roused tfao 
Syrian's resentment, and induced him to prepare 
for a decisive battle. , 

The Rom&n army consisted of four leg^s,* 

* Each of thclg JegioJM contained five tfaoufalMl lire 
Aniulred men. 
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partly Romani and partly La^s ; and of seven 
thousand auxiliaries, sent by the kings of Mace- 
don and Pergamus. The Romans were posted 
in the centre, and the Latins in the two wings ; 
the left of which was defended by the sleep 
banks of the river, and the right was covered 
with the auxiliary troops of Eumenes, a .small 
body of cavalry, and some light-armed Cretans 
and Trallians< Sixteen elephants were placed 
behind the army, to act as a corp»4e-reserTe ; 
and, two thous^u] of the auxiliaries were ap- 
pointed to guard the camp dnring the action. 
As for the Syrian army (says our author) all 
^e nations of the East seemed to be assembled 
to support the cause of Antiochus. The whole 
force amounted to aeventy^ thousand foot, and 
above -twelve thousand horse, together with a 
great number of elephants, aitned chariots, &c> i 
but its principal stTenglh consisted in a phalans, 
of fifteen thousand infantry, armed like the 
Macedonians. The Ci^gement commenced 
Vtth a motion of the armed chariots, whic^ 
Antiochus ordered to advance) and cut their 
way through the enemy's lyies ; but Eumenes 
assaulted them with such dreadful showers of 
darts, stones, and other missile weapons, that 
the charioteers were disordered, and the wound- 
ed hotses, (ailing back upon the Arabians, pro^ 
^uced the utmost confusion. The Boman ca- 
valry, perceiving this advanti^e, advoDced fik 
liously against the Syrians, and bore down aU 
before them ; while Domitius led hia leg^cHiariea 
against the phalanx, and overtunied it by means 
Iff the elephants, which had been posted thtire 
for its defence. Antiochus, in the mean time, 
ctiarged the lefl wing of the enemy, at the hea^ 
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qf all his auxil^ei, ^th such vigour,' that ther 
Romans began to retreat precipitately toward- 
their camp ; but od their suddenly resuBUOg cot^; 
Mge to renew the attack, and the tight wing pre- 
paring to j<mii them, the king hastily quitted the 
field, sod the whole Syrian army to(A to flight ; 
while Eumaes pursued them at the he^d of the 
canklry, and the RoiOBtiB, forcing the intrench^ 
Bients, possessed themselves of an immense 
booty Fift^ thousand Swt and fijur thousand 
horse soldiert are wid to hare Men on the' 
ade of Antiochtnin this battle and pursuit, and' 
fifteen hundred were, taken prisonus; vbneas^ 
die Romans lost but three hundred foot, and 
twenty-five horse. From this yictory the ccnsut 
assumed the suraame of Asiaticus, though hw 
exertions were greatly infotior to those of Eitr 
nenes, king of Pergamiu, and his brother At> 
talus. 

Whilst the cities rf Thyatira, Mflgne«% 
Tnllis, and Epbesus, with many other {daces 
of great in^naBce^ made their volunt^ sutv 
AiisHon to the ccnqueior, AuUocbus reserved 
tf> sue for peace ; and, accordingly, scot am- 
bassadors to Sardis for [that putposc. On 
their arrivi^ a council was summtmed, and, aften 
some warm debates, Scipio Afncanus, in the 
name of all his colleagues, addressed thei& 
thus :-^" We are scDuble that our late victory^ 
is entirdy owing to the gods, and therefore shalt 
treat the vanquished ynSh moderation, demand^ 
ing little more than we did at our first entering* 
Asia. The kingW Syria sltaH obtain a . peacc^ 
on condition that be -tesigiu his pretmsioas t» 
Europe, confines Us auuiority to Asia beyond 
Mount TauiuS) and pays us £ftccn tbousand 
Y 3 
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Eubdc bdeDtsforttiiecxp^Msof the war; five 
hundred douM, two thousand five hundred whon 
the seoate shall ratify the (utklcs, and one thou- 
sand every year for twelve years suooes^vely. 
We elso insist upon his paying the siun he owes 
tokiDg£umenes,Bnd expept himto deliver op 
Hannibal the Carthaginian, Thoas the £toliaii| 
and all the other in^viduata who have been the 
authors of our divisiooB. And, lastly,, we dc> 
inand that he shall g^ve us Antiochus, his 
youngest son, and luneteen other peraoiu, wh(mi 
we shall chuse as hostages for his aiDcerity." Aa 
the affairs of Syria were now in the utmost 
confusion, and Antiochus was sensible of hia 
inability to resist a victorious army, these hami- 
liating terms were accepted, and the peace was 
soon after ratified by consent of the senate. 
The unhappy Antiochus did not long survive 
' this reverse of fortune ; for, whilst he vas mak- 
ing a progress through the eastern provinces, ia 
order to levy the tribute which they owed him» 
he imprudently rifled a temple of Jupiter fietua, 
ahd fen a sacrifice to the fiuy of the iucmiseil 
populace, in the thirty- seventh year of his reigii) 
and the My-second of his age. He is highly 
commended by ancient historians lor his humft- 
nity, clemency, and munilicence ; and the pru- 
dence of his conduct was ^tended with brilliast 
success till the fiftieth year of his age, but a&er 
that period he gradually declined in poDtic«l 
importance; till, at length, the ignommioua 
peace with Rome totally obscured the gfory of 
his former expeditions. 
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Selencat, aunuuned Soterj ascended 



jg^ ' the throne upon the death of his father, 
awj retained the regal tU^ty lupwanh 
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. ^ dCTen years j bift be made a very poor figure 
on account of the miserable state to which the 
Syitan efflptra had recently been reduced, and 
the exortutant sum which be was compelled to 
p«y every year to the Romaii republic He 
commiMdoned Heltodonis to plunder the temple 
<A Jeniaalem, as we have related in the history 
of the Jews," but was soon punished for his sa- 
crilsgioiis attempt by the very hand he had em- 
^yeid In it' ; for, while the young prince, De- 
Htetriiis, set out for Rome, m order to procure 
the liberty of Antiocbus, Heliodorua poisoned 
the king, and pkced dte diadem on hii own 

' Anliochiis, brother of Seleucus, being in- 
4brmed of these pardcutars, applied to Eume- 
nes, long of Pergamns, and to Attalus, that mo- 
narch's brother, who readily espoused his cause, 
and drove out tbe usurper. On his t accession 
to the crown, he assumed the name of Epi- 
phanes, or the lUuttriout ,■ but, according lo the 
eoncurring testimonies of Polylsus, Philarchus, 
Livy, and Diodorus Siculus, that title was never 
worse applied, for his conduct was rather suit- 
able lo a wretched lunatic than a sovereign 
p^ce. He frequently used to ramble about the 
streets of Antioch, attended only by two or three 
domestics, and qient whole days in the shops of 
gtridsmiths and engravers, disputing with diem 
about the mysteries of thdr trade, which he 
lidculousjy affected to underatand as veil ai 
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tfaey. Whatever he heaTd that any young iftk6» 
wece asaemblcd on k party of pleasure, he ba»> 
tened to yaa thdr w^too frolics, without any. 
fcgard to decency or reputation, Sontctimcs 
he walked abroad in a Somas gown, with a gaN 
land of roses cm hia head, and carried stones (19- 
det iua garments, for the purpose of pelting any 
one who presumed to Mov him. He also UxA. 
great pleasure in going into the public baths, 
where he exposed hinuelf by hia indelicate and 
«dw)rd behaviottT.; and, i^n all otwauons, 
acted with such gtering impropriety, that bis 
aobjecta gare ium the .^thet c^ Epimanes, or 
Ihe Madmatu 

..Jn the commencement of this reign, a war 
broke out between Syria and Egypt, im accouA 
vi die pronnccs of C<z]o Syria and Palestine**' 
In the first engagement the Egyptians were 
completely routed, and in the next campaign An- 
tiochuB.Ied his array into the very centra df theic 
country, where he made himself master cf Mem- 
phis, and many other places of importance, toge- 
ther .with the person of Pttrfemy. About the 
aame time ^so he reduced the uty of Jerusalem, 
and prophaned the temple. 

.- „ The Akxaiulrians, seeing their kmg; 
,'^/ m: the hands of Antiochus, placed tua 
younger brother on the throne, ^ving 
him the name of Euergetes, which was after-: 
wards changed into that 1^ Fhyscon. On his ac-' 
cession, Cineas and. Ctnnanus were appointed hisi 
chief ministers, and to them was committed the 
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care of Kstoiiag the kingdMt to itt former flou> 
lishing con^lioiu 

Autiochus, recdwig intelUgence of these pro- 
ceedings, returned a third time into Egypt, upon 
the specious pretence of restoring Ptolemy Phi* 
lomeler; but, in reality, to usuip the crowniOT 
himselfc Having, therefore, defeated the Alex- 
andrians in a sea fight near Pelusium, he ad- 
vanced, at the head of a powerful army, toward the 
metropoKs. The young liing, alarmed at the ap- 
proach of so formidable an enemy, immcdiateljr 
summoned a cound], in which it was agreed that 
ambassadors should be dispatched with proposals 
of peace ; but, though Anttochus received the 
envoys ver^r kindly, and gave them a mE^;Di& 
cent entertainmeiit, he refrarCd their pnqKwals to 
a future treaty, and hastened to form tiie siege 
of Alexandria. 

Thus disappointed and reduced to the utmost 
extremity, Ptolemy Euei^tes, and Cleopatt«, 
his rister, sent on embassy to Rome, representing 
their distressed dttlatioD, and humbly entreating 
the protection of that powerfiil republic. Ao. 
cordingly, the ambassadors presented themselvci 
before the senate in mourning habits, and plead* 
ed their causer so pathetically, that the conscript 
&thera readily acceded to thdr request, and re> 
solved to send an embassy to Egypt to terminqto 
the war. Cuus Popilius Lanas, Caius Ded* 
mus, and Caius HostiUus, were the persons ap* 
pointed for this important negociatwn ; and their 
instructions were,,to order the contending parties 
to suspend all hostilities, on pain of forfeiting th« 
friendship of the Romans. 

In the mean time ambassadors arrived io 
E£^ from Rhpdes, mi went to the camp itf 
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Antiochua, where they used their utmost endes' 
TOUTS to effect a reconciliation j but the Syrian 
moDarch, suddenly interrupting their harangue, 
declared there was no occasion for long speeches 
on the subject ; that the crown of Egypt belong- 
ed to Philomeior, the elder brother, With whom 
he had contracted a strict friendship ; and that 
if Ptolemy were restored to his rights, the war 
would be terminated at once. However, this 
declaration was very opposite to his rc^ inten* 
dons, for whilst he ajTected a friendly zeal for the 
welfare of Philometor, he determined to keep 
up a spirit of animosity between the brothers, 
and engage them in a war against each other ; 
which, as it would infallibly exhaust the king- 
dom, would ^ve him an opportunity of over- 
powering both, andseiung the glittering object 
of his ambition. 

With this view he raised the siege of Ateitan- 
dria, and marched to Memphis, where he put 
Ptolemy in possession of the whole kingdom, ex- 
cept Felusium, which he craftily retained in his 
mm hands, that he might enter Egypt withouT 
any difficulty when his schemes should be com- 
pletely ripe for execution. 

On the departure of Antiochua to his own do- 
nunions, Philometor was roused &om his lethar- 
gy, and, clearly perceiving the intention of hia 
uncle, sept to Euergetes, proposing a cordial pa- 
dGcation, as the only method of averting the im- 
pending danger. Euergetes readily consented to 
ahare the crown with his brother, and Egypt was 
TCStored to its fonner tranquillity. 

Whilst the Egyptian princes were employed 
in preparing for the defence of their kingdom, 
and hiring auxiliaries, Antiocbus threw off the 



:sdi.,Google 



MLKOCIDX IK STRIA. ftSl 

mask, and openly avowed hU inteDdoD of an- 
Q,exing Egypt to the crown of Syria. Accord- 
ingly, he assembled a powerful army, and 
marched to Rhinocomra, whilst his flciEt was 
coimnissioiKd to secure the island of Cyprus. 
On his arriral al Rbinoconiro, he received an 
embassy from Philometor, who expressed the 
most grateful acknowledgments (or his recent 
assistance, -and earnestly conjured lum not to 
destroy the work of hja own hands. But An- 
tiochus dismissed the envoys mth a haughty 
answer, and continued his progress through the 
cmintry till he arrived at the viUage of Eleusina, 
within four miles of Alexandria. Hero, how- 
ever, his career was arrested, and his amUtious 
hope rendered abortive ; for the Roman ambas- 
sadors addrossed him in such spirited langua^i 
Mid insisted so peremptorily on his insfeault/ 
obeying or rejecting the decree of their senate, 
that he was compelied to renounce all his pre- 
ten^ns, and withdraw lua, hitherto victorious, 

On. his return &om this unsuccessful expedi- 
tion, he vented his fury upon the unofTending 
city of Jerusalem ; but the desolations he caused 
in Palestine, and the sanguinary ivar which he 
carnied on against the Jews, have been already 
noticed in their proper place. Whilst a Syrian 
army, consisting of sixty thousand men, were 
sent to complete the abolition of the Jewish 
law, and the extirpation of its few valiant de- 
fenders, Antiocbus caused certain games to be 
fzliitaited at Daphne, in imitatian of the Ro- 
monft, and exposed himself by a thousand ab- 
surd «cli(»)s to the contempt of hjs subjects. 
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- „ f, A ridiculous .decree, which passed 
,5, ' about this time, commandh^ all die na- 
tions subject to Syria to icnounce their r^ 
ligi(»i, and couform to that of the Greeks, occ^ 
-rioned th« innnediate levdt of Perua and Ai^ 
BKnia. To teitninate these evUt, AntiacbnB 
divided his army into two parts, lesvitig una of 
them with Lysias to reduce the Jews, and much* 
ing in person with the other into Annenia, 
where he defeated Artaxias, the king, and took 
him prisoner. From Armenia he advanced 
into Persia, to enforce the payment of the year* 
ly tribute ; but, on his attempting to plunder a 
temple at Etymais, the inhetHtants of the dty 
wd the adjacent villages unanimou^y took up 
arms, and r^ulsed him with the greatest igno- 
-mjny. Overwhelmed with confiision at this dift> 
vrace, he retired to Ecbatan, where he received 
^teUigence that his generaJs, Timothzut and 
Nicanor, were defeated in Judea. This Inform 
mation augmented his rage, and a fresh messaget 
importing that Lysias had been overtlwown, 
that the Jews had demolished the heathen sta- 
tueS) and restored thar ancient worship, ezaspe* 
rated him so violently, that he immediately de* 
temuned to go in persut to Jemsalem, and ex> 
tirpate the whole Jewish nation. This batfaa* 
rous design, however, was fhutrUed by the in* 
tcrferoice of Divine Providence, for the proud 
boaster was sudd^y seized with a dreadtiil 
distemper, that compeBed him to halt at a placo 
ailed Tabs, on the confines of Babytenia. 
HeK he suffered the most acute torments ' from 
the vermin which bred in his bo^, and a stench 
which rendered him insu[^rtable both to iw 
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attendants ftnd himself; while the upeasineas of 
bis mind indaced him lo imagine that spectres 
*nd evil Kcnii were craistantly reproaching 
hira with his past enormities. In this deplor- 
<We condition he languished for some time, 
and then exinred in acute agonies, after an 
unh^^ Ttign of eleven years and a few 
mouths. 

On the demise of this monarch, Philip, his 
chief &vourite, hastened to Andoch, to assume 
the regency, and the tutelage of tiie young prince, 
Mccoi^ng to his deceased master's desire ; but, 
Ml his arrival, he found these employments 
Dsurped by Lywas, who had formed a powerful 
part;', and piftced Antiochuson the throne, giv- 
ing him tlie name of Antiochus Eupator. Philip 
was oonBciooB of his inaUlity to resist so power- 
ful a rival, and therefore retired to the court of 
Egypt, in quest of assistiuice. Here he was 
disappranted in his expectations by the divisions 
which had again broke out between the Ptole- 
mies ; but, CHI Us advancing toward the East, 
he assembled a (bnnidable army of Medes and 
PerMans, and (taking advantage of the king's 
absence on his expedition ag^nst Judea) he 
seized Antioch, the capital of the empire, and 
assumed the r^ns of government. Lysias, how- 
ever, speedily returned ; retook tlie metropolis ; 
and, after defeating Philip in a pitched battle, 
caused him to be put to death. 

Meanwhile Demetrius, the son of Seleucus 
Pttilopator, who had remained as a hostage at 
Rome ever since his master's death, applied to 
the senate for liberty, and reminded them of his 
indubitable tidtf to the crown of Syria. The: 
mpst equitable anuHur them readily acknov- 
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ledged the pn^riety of his demand, and urgel 
the injtisticeofhtdding him in captivitjr at sii 
critical a conjuncture : but the majority siknc«d 
all Bcniples upon principles of state policy, and 
determined to retain him still at Rome ; urg^g* 
that such a king as Demetrias, who was of an 
aspiring genius, and extraordioaiy abiUtiea, 
might eventually become a powerful foe to tho 
republic ; whereas a child, invested with the 
royal title, would, in all probaWlity, court thdr 
alHance and protection. Tliis mode of reason* 
ing induced the senate to declare Anttochus % 
wai-d of their republic, and guardians were ac- 
tually sent to assume the government of his do- 
minions, under pretence of as»sting him with 
their counsel during his minority. 

On the arrival of the Roman envoys in Syria^ 
Lysias resolved to frustrate their intentions ; 
but, deeming it imprudent to resist them openly, 
he had recourse to dissimulation, and pretended 
to acquiesce in the will of (he senate, whilst he 
engaged an African to assassinate Octavius, the 
head of the embassy. An opportunity soon 
offered for the execution of this design, for OCf 
tavius, having advanced to Laodicea, a mari- 
time city between TripoUs and Antioch, caused 
all the Syrian vessels which he found therf to 
be burnt, and the elephants to be ham-strung, 
incompliance with the unreasonable orders of 
his republic — an act of audacity, which imme- 
diately excited a tumult, and afibrded the assas- 
sin a plausible pretence for acquitting himself of 
his commisaon. To elude the evil consequences 
of this attempt, and to remove all suspicion 
from himself^ Lysias caused the murdered Ro- 
man to be buried with extraordinary magnifi- 



:sdi.,Google 



aELKOCmjE IN STBIA. 355 

CflAce,and^p<^tched ambassadors to aisui^ the 
■enUe that neither he nor Aotiochus had aaj 
pjocera in the auassinuiofi : but the itomaus 
wnt back hi> ambasaadors without any aoawert 
referring the whole to a future investigation. 

Demetiiua, supposing that the jninds of the 
Romans would be now alienated from EupatOTi 
9a account of the murder of Octavius, reiolTed 
to address the senate a second time on the sub- 
jectofhisretumiutoSyriB; butfirst asked the 
jidvice of PolytauB, the historian, who vaa then 
t^prisonerat Rome, aod was justly deemed one 
«£ the best politicians of his age. Poly bius entire- 
ly disapproved of his plan, and advised him to 
effect his escape, without incurring the danger of 
« refusal from the senate, which had already 
acted iouuiaistent with the dictates of honour and 
justice: hut this advice was set aside hy the 
more timorous suggestion of a Syrian ndile- 
mau ; and Demetrius presented himself before the 
smate, joining entreaties to all the motives of 
mutual interest wdich might have induced them 
to accede to his request. However, they persisted 
ctotinately in their resolution. Demetrius, there- 
fore, deemed it advisable to adopt the advice of 
Folybius, and, accordingly, effected his escape 
with such secrecy, that the senate had no suspi- 
cion of his iiUention till the uxth day after his 
departure. 

On his anival at Lycia, he wrote a very po- 
lite letter to the senate, affirming, that his chief 
design in quitting Rome was to revenge the 
death of Octaviua, and promising to treat £u- 
palor with that respect which heconudered due 
loa ward of the Roman republic. These asser- 
tions bad but little we^ht wiUi the senate, every 
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one «ippoung dint Demetrius, on Us ooccarfoa 
to the crown, would proride for his own seco* 
rity by the death sf his young CMnpetibW ; 
Init, as it must in^putably tarniah the glory of 
Rome to oppose, by Ibrce of arms, the settle* 
tnent of a lawful prince on the thrc»e of bis 
mcestore, they contented themselves with send- 
ing three ambassadors into Syria, to watch th* 
steps of the royal fugitive, and observe the 
jeffect of his retum- 

Demeti'ius having, in the mean Ume, spread 
ahroad a report that he was sent by the RotnaiM 
to take possesion of his hereditary kingdom, was 
proclaimed king in the city of Tripolia, and re* 
ceived the voluntary subraisuons of the dties 
and fortresses, without being compelled to striktt 
a blow. Both officers and soldiers flodied .to 
his standard ; the nobles rejoiced in the restora- 
tion of thdrtairful prince ; the citizens of An- 
tioch threw op«n their gates, and invited him to 
the palace of his ancestors ; and aU ranks of 
people throughout the kingtfom acknowledged 
him cheerhillf as their sovereign. Lysias and 
Eupator strove in vain to secure their personal 
safety ; they were betrayed by their own sol- 
diers, and delivered up to DemeUius, who caused 
them both to be put to death. 
g ^ Demetrius had no sooner established 

jg,/ himself on the throne, than he redressed 
the grievances of the Babylonians, by pu- 
nishing with exemplary rigour the two tyran- 
nical governors, whom Antiochus Epiphanea 
had (4aced over their province. This ddiver- 
ance was so acceptable to the Babylonians, that 
they immediately gave their king the name of 
Soter, or Saviour, wluch he bore ever afterward. 
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^poa after ttin tnuiBactioD, he renewed the war 
■gsJDBt JudcR, which had been carried on for ma- 
By yean by hia predecessora ; but his forces aeem 
to have t)c«i withdrawn, inccHiaequeaccofaoine 
letters sent from the Roman senate on behalf of 
the persecuted Jews. 

Uaring* e&ected a complete recoociliation with 
Rome, and prevailed aa the senate to give htm 
tiK title of king, Demetrius gave himself up en- 
tirely to ease sad luxury, and, shutting himself 
iq> in a strong castle near Antioch, i£andoned 
all care of puUic bunness. This reprehensible 
conduct gave great uneauness to the pepuloce, 
snd a conspiracy was soon fonned, in order M 
^ve him from the throne. Hcriophemes, who 
had been recently set up as a pretender * to the 
crown of Capt»docitk, entered into this plot 
. against his b^efkctor, supposing that the Syri- 
MM would bestow their sceptre on him ; but the 
coiiSi»racy being discovered, Holophemca wa«- 
wntenced to close confinement. 

Demetrius, perceiving that the kings of Cap- 
padoda, Pet^uiuis, and Egypt, were the author* 
trf' the newly discovered {dot, rightly surmised 
that, in case of any accident to himself^ his son's 
succesnon might be set aside, unless approved by 
the senate, and therefore resolved to send him tv 
Rome. Accordingly, the young prince set out, 
«tdi a retinue suitable to his quality j but the 
Romans received him so coldly, that his gover- 
nors were highly incensed, and immediately car- 
ried him back to Syria. 
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' TTiis project wai conlriTcd by FtoUmy, kJnpo/EeTpt, 
iilaa, king of Pcrgamuf, and Arurathci, king of C»^ 
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Whilst the senate were enflamed with anger st 
the abrupt departure of the prince and his tutors, 
Heradides arrived at Rome with Laodice die 
daughter of Antiochus Epiphanes, and a yuui^ 
man named Balasi who had been instructed* to 
personate the son of Epiphanes, and under that 
title to claim the Syrian diadem. These persiMU 
were graciously receiyed by the senate, and, 
though the whole city of Rome was convinced of 
the imposture, a decree vras passed in fiivour of 
the two pretenders. Jtistin oliserves, that Balas 
had at this time assumed the name of Alex- 
ander, whence he is commonly mentimcd by his- 
torians as Alexander Balas. • ' 

Thus countenanced by the conscript bthers 
and supplied with powerful succours from Egypt, 
Pergamus, and Cappadocia, Alexander advanc- 
ed, with all possible expedition, toward Ptolemus, 
and soon made himself master of that important 
place. The alarm caused by these proceeding* 
brought Demetrius into the field, at the head <rf 
a formidable army ; but, though he proved tjc- 
lorious in the iirst engagement, he so<m perceiv- 
ed himself to tw in imminent danger ; and, after 
sending his two sons, Demetrius and Antiochu^ 
to the city of Cnidus, in Caria, he was defeated 
and slain by his competitor's troops, in the twetftfa 
year of his reign. 

Alexander having, by this victory, possessed 
himself of the Syrian empire, espoused Cleopatra, 
the daughter of Ptolem.y, and devoted the whole 
of his lime to banqueting and voluptuousness, 
while the affairs of the state were entrusted to 
the. management of a cruel and tyrannical minii- 

' The particul»n of thi» war will apr™' ■" •''* lutory 
•f CajiiaJocia. 
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tO', named Aimnonhis, who inhumanly massa- 
cred aU those of the blood royal who fell into lus 
hands, and put emy other individual to death 
whom he ima|^ncd cttp^e of exciting any po- 
pular disturbances. 

The general discontent which resulted from 
tUs conduct induced Demettiua, the eldest of the 
deceased king's sons, to attempt the recovery of 
his itriieiitance. Accordingly, having hired 
some companies of Cretans, he quitted Cnidus, 
vrhere he had been educated, and sailed for Ci- 
Hcia, which voluntarily surrendered to hb autho- 
rity. This defecticti alarmed Alexander, who 
. hastily assembled his forces, and committed the 
goveniment of Antioch to Heirax and Diodotus, 
intending to much in penon against the rebels ; 
but, upon receiving intelligence that Apollonius, 
governor of Ccelo Syiia and Phcenice had declar- 
ed for Demetrius, he began to distrust the fideli- 
ty of the Syrians, and called in his father^n-laiv 
to his assistance. 

The king of Egypt readily accepted the iUTt- 
tation of Alesander, and advanced to his relief 
at the head of a powerful army ; but, finding 
that a design was formed against his own life, 
Uid that Amm(»iiu3 was entrusted with the exe- 
cution of the detestable treachery, be resolved to 
turn his arms against the prince whom he came 
to defend, and accordingly sent an embassy to 
Demetrius, offering him his daughter (Alexan- 
der's wife) in marriage, and promising to seat him 
on the throne of Syria. Demetrius cheerfully 
embraced these proposals, and was immediately 
honoured with the band of Cleopatra. 

When the news of this event arrived at An- 
tioch, the inhabitants td that city seized the ap' 
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pMtuoity-of reveogii^ thenuelvn-upon^ety- 
nmnical Anuuonius, and acconUngjy murdered 
bim as h« was attemptitig to make his esc^ie in 
afemale'ababib Thpy werealso much kicUaed 
to shake off the yoke of Alex^der; but, the re> 
«dkctioii of the many evils they had suffered 
under Demetrius Soterj caused them to dread 
the accessioQ of his son. At length, however] 
diey entered into a confederacy against the ushp> 
per, and opened their gates toPtdemy, ofieriay 
to place the Syrian diadem on his head ; but that 
princei having convened a general assembly, pub- 
licly declared that he could not ascend the thrcHK 
without committiBg an act of flagrant iajiMtice) 
since he must, in that case, extrude a person to 
whom it belM)g«d by right of inheritance, and 
whose amiable qualities promised a mild and fe< 
licitous reign^ He then generously offered ta 
vasist the new sovereign with his advice ; promi* 
•ed to be guarantee for the propriety of his con- 
duct, and spoke with such diunterested friend- 
^ip, that the prejuitices of the Antiochians gra- 
dually subsided, and Demetnus was proclaimed 
king of Syria. 

Meanwhile, Alexander Balas, having assem- 
bled a numerous army in Cilicia, hastened to 
his metropolis, in order to crash the revolt ; but 
bis troops, aAer an obstinate cwiflict, were to> 
tally defeated, and he was liimself compelled to 
seek for safety, in a precipitate flight. How>- 
ever, his ill fortune followed turn even in his re- ^ 
treat ; for, oa his arrival in Arabia, he was trea< 
chemuly assassinated by one Zabdiel, a nobie- 
man of that country, with whom he sought an 
aiflum. 
. Ptolemy did not bMg enjoy the fruits of this 
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titWy ; for, Wb horse having thrown him in 
the fi^ of battle, be was desperately wounded 
by AiexandefB forcesi and must inevitably have 
been killed on the spot, if his own guan^ had 
not hastened to his rescue. He lay senseless 
four days, and, on the fifth, seemed to recover i 
but, Bt the sight of Alexander's head, wMch 
2iabdiel sent him, he abandoned himself to such 
transports of joy as soon put a period to his 
life. 

Demetrius, having firmly estd>lished htmsdf 
in the kingdom of his ancestors, and assumed 
the name of Nicator, or, the Congueror, impru- 
dently left the whole care of the government to 
Lasthenea, a man of a severe and imperious dis^ 
position, who soon alienated the minds of the Sy- 
rians from their new king, by a series of cruel* 
ties and vile oppresuons. At length, Diodotust 
afterward called Tryphon, entertuned thoughts 
of seiung the crown, and prevailed on Zabdiel 
to put Antiochus, the son of Alexander Balas, 
into his hands, that he might make use of that . 
prince's pretensions till he had deposed Deme- 
. trius, and completed such designs as should be 
ibwid necessary for his own ^grandisement. ■ 
Demetrius being, in' the mean time, greatl]^ 
distressed by the seditious tumults which daily 
disturbed tire city of Antioch, promised to with- 
draw the Syrian garrison from the fortress at Je- 
rusalem, on condition that Jonathan should send 
Jum some troops, to overawe the rebellious An- 
tiochiansi Jonathan accordingly sent him three 
thousand men ; by which reinforcement the king 
rescdved to disarm his unruly ciUzens. On the 
first intimation of this design, tbey unanimoudf 
ran to arms, and invested the royal palace. But 
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' tbe Jcva Actedivith sucb resc^ulion, and made bo 
tensile a bavoc among the mutineers, that tfaow 
who esci^d. the comjUQQ slai^hter submitted* 
and sued for pu-don. 

Whilst the affairs, of Demetrius were in tbe 
utmost disorder) and the flames of rebelUon 
were spreading with dangerous rapidity through 
all parts of his empire) Tryphon arrived in Sy- 
ria with ttie young prince Antiochus, and laid 
claim to the crown, as guardian and protector of 
Alexander's soo. On his arrival, the disbanded 
veterans and multitudes of disaffected persot» 
having received bim with acctamaUons, and ea- 
geriy enlisted under his banners, an engt^meiit 
eoon ensued, in which Demetrius was over- 
thrown, and compelled to take shelter withib 
the walls of Seleucia, whilst the Antiochians de- 
clared for the conquerors, and, soon after, placed 
the young prince on the throne, giving him the 
■umamc of Tbeos, or, the god. 
, — _ ■. Tryphon, having effected the first part 
,1^^' of his design by investing Antiochus with 
the name of a Ung, deemed it advisable 
to coouliate the esteem of the Jewish nation, 
whose intrepid courage and unshaken fidelity 
were univer^ly known. He accordingly sent 
an embassy tp Jonathcu), confirming him in the 
sacerdotal office, renewing some important grants, 
and allowing him to wear purple, to drink in a 
golden cup, and to rank among the first lords 
in the kingdom. He also appointed Simon com- 
manderin diief of the king's forces, from the 
Ladder of Tyre to the borders of Egypt, and 
offered many privileges to the Jews at la^, on 
^Midition that they ^ould espouse the cause of 
^tiochus. The tmgrateful behaviour of 0«r 
metrius having roused the resentment of Jona- 
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d»in, these proposals irere accepted, and the Jevs 
ibughtvith irresistible (iirf on behalf of the new ' 
kJi^, till die partisans of his competitor were eve- 
ry where destroyed, or chased igitominiously 
from the country. However, Jonathan was, soon 
sfterward, assaasinated, by the base contrivance 
of Tryphon ; and Antiochus, being affKcled irith 
ttie stone, was wil&Dy murdered under a surgical 
operation. 

The traitor, having thtis accomplished his san- 
guinary projects, seized the diadem, and cansed 
himself to be procldmed lung; of Syria, in the 
room of his deceased pupil. But, as the pro- 
tection of Rome was indispensably necessary to 
the confirmation of his authority, he sent ambas- 
sadors to notify to the republic his accession to 
the throne of Syria, and to present the senate 
with a statue of victory, of massy gold ; hoping 
that, in consideratimi of so valuable a gift, and 
the auspicious omen of victory which the statue 
carried with it, the conscript fethera would readi- 
ly acknowledge his title. But the Romans ehtd-' 
ed his expectation, and caused the name of the 
murdered Antiochus to be engraved on his pre- 
sent, thereby intimating that they received it as 
the donation of that unfortunate prince. 

Demetrius, in the mean time, remEuned at 
Laodicea, without seeming to be sensible of his 
misfortunes, or taking any measures for his re- 
storation. However, at the earnest solicitations 
of the eastern provinces, he ccHisented to take 
the field against the Farthians, and, with the as- 
sistance of the Bactrians, Persians, and Elym^ 
ans, obtained several advantages over that peo- 
ple ; but, at length, being deluded by a treaty 
of peace, be imprudently put himself into the 
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bands of a Parthiui c(»nmander, who imaie- 
diatelf secured his pereon, and slau^tered all 
hb tro(^>s. But, after he had endured some 
insults, Mithridates, king of Parthia, treated him 
with great kindness ; appointed him a main- 
tenance suitabte to hb qualitjr ; and even gave 
him the princess Rhodoguna in marriage. 

Upon receiving intelligence of her husband's 
capdvitp and second marriage, Cleopatra shut 
berself up with her chiklreu, in Seleuda, and 
invited Antiochus Kdetes, the second son of 
Demetrius Soter, to unite his interest with tier's, 
promising, on that condition, to marry him, and 
procure him the ctowd of Syria. Sidetes cbeer- 
fiilly embraced her proposal, and, next year, 
arrived in Syria with a numerous army of mer- 
cenaries. Having espoused the queen, and re^ 
inCbrced himself with her adherente, he took the 
field, and publicly avowed his intention of depos< 
ing the usurper. At the sight of a prince of the 
SeleucidB, most of Tryph^'s {brces abandcued 
their posts, and joined Antiochus, who proved 
completely victorious, and, after some time, 
killed his rival in the city of Apamea, whither 
be had fled tor shelter. 

Antiochtis, being now established on the 
throne of his ancestors, reduced all the cities of 
Syria which had, in the late troubles, made 
themselves independent; turned hb victorious 
arms against Judea ; and reduced Jerusalem it- 
self to such extremities, that John Hyrcanus, 
the high priest, was obliged to capitulate. On 
this occasion, however, he gave a nobie proof 
of his generonty ; for, whilst all his officers 
pressed him to seize so &vourablc an opportu- 
nity of extirpating the whole Jewish nation, he 
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grdntcd ft peacC) upon reasonable tenna, and 
led his troops agtunst Phraates, king of Parthia, 
upon the plausible pretence of dellTcring his 
brother from CBpdvity> 

Upon the first report of hb march, the Assy- 
rians and Babylonians flocked to his standard, 
from all parts, and enabled hint to recover all 
the provinces, except Parthia, which had origi- 
nally belonged to the Syrian empire ; but, whilst 
his troops were separated,* and put into wint^ 
quarters, the inhaUtanta of the country resolved 
oD their destruction, and accordingly massacred 
them all in one day. Anliochus perished in the 
general slaughter, and scarcely an individual 
had the good fortune to escape into Syria witb 
the news of this dreadiiii disaster, 
g Q Pfaraates, upon being thrice defeated 
[',0,' by AndochuH, hod set; Demetrius at li- 
berty, and sent him with a body of troops 
into Syria, hoping that the diaturinnces, which 
would naturally ensue upon his return, might 
induce Antiochus to hasten to the defence of his 
-own dominions. But, upon the news of the 
.massacre, he sent a party of cavalry after hintf 
with positive orders to bring him back. Deme- 
triuB, however, eluded the pursuit, and recovered 
his crown, while all Syria were in tears for the 
)osB of the army in the East, there being but few 
iunilies, in the whole country, that had not a 
share in the common calamity. Phraates, flush* 
ed with the recent success, resolved to revei^ 

* On acaninl of the ^odigiom Dunber of toUicn, and 

their atlendantt, imouniing, in aU, to four bundred t)ioi»- 

ttnd peraoDi, Aouochaa vai obliged to KparaCe liii army, 

- and quarter (bem at a coovdcnible dixaace bwi (wh 
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himself mi the Syrians, by carrying the vrar into 
their tcrritones. But the ScythicuiG conqteDed 
hiratorenuunat home, and employ htft forces 
in his own defence. 

- Aboat this time, a civil wu> breaking oot be- 
tween Ptolemy Physcon and his divorced qoeai, 
Cleopatra, the latter sent an embassy, to iroiriore 
the assistance of Demetrius, promising to reward 
his services with the crown of E^ypt. Demetriuk 
accordingly marched his forces to Peluiuum; bat 
was soon obliged to return, in order to crush a 
dangerous revolt of the Antiochians. UpoD 
his departure, Gleopatre was compelled to quit 
Egypt ; and Physcon, having settled the affturs 
of his kingdom, resolved to revenge the invauoQ 
of Demetrius. Accordingly, he raised up an 
impostor, called Alexander Zebina, and fur- 
nished him with an army, to take possesion of 
^yria, under the title of the son of Alexander 
Balas — a project which was attended with c<»n- 
plete success ; for the discontented Syrians, ea^r 
to shake otF the yoke i^ Demetrius, and bestow 
their crown on some other, flocked to the stran- 
'g<er, without investigating the justice of Mb pre- 
tensions, and unanimously took up arms against 
their kwftil sovereign. Demetrius, though aban- 
doned by most of his subjects, supported bimaelf 
for some time with a small army t out, on suffer- 
ing a total defeat in the neighbourhood of Da- 
mascus, he quitted the field, and fled (or succour 
to Ptolemais. Here, however, he was repulsed 
by his former wife, Cleopatra; and driven to 
such extremity, that he at length resolved to sail 
to Tyre, and shut himself up in a temple, which 
his brother Antiochus had made a place of re- 
fuge> But even this intention was frustrated j 



:sdi.,Google 



(ElEUCIDX IK SraiA. 361^ 

for he had scarcely landed) when he was treache- 
rously murdered by a perscm, to whom he had 
given the goTemm^it of the city. Upcm the 
news of hie death, Clet^tra was permitted to 
retain a small part of the hingdotn ; and the rest 
devolved upon Zebioa, who, for the better «e- 
cuiiog himself in hjs new digtiityi prudoitly en- 
tered into an slUance with John Hyrcanus, priiice 
of the Jews. 

Seleucus, the eldest son of Demetrius Nicator, 
hang now in the twentieth year of his a^, as- 
sumed the regal titlC) and caused himself to be 
proclaimed in the provinces which lay next to 
that part of Syria hetd by his mother. These 
proceedings excited the jealousy of that ambi- 
tious womant aud inclined her to fear that Seleu- 
cus would revenge his father's death, which was 
generally ascribed to her. She therefore re~ 
solved to provide for her own safety, by the 
death of h«r son ; and accordingly (hani^ in- 
vited him to a conference,) nturdered him with 
her own luuid, after he had home the name of 
a monarch ooe year. She then recalled her 
other SCO, Autiochus, from Athens, whither he 
had been seut for hia education, tmd declared 
him ian^ of Syria, but allowed him no nam 
than the empty title, reserving all the authority 
tor herself. To distinguish thi» from other 
princes of the same name who reigned in Syria, 
he is generally called Grypus, a surname taken 
Irom his aquiline nose ; but his medals seeui to 
have been stamped with the name of £piphaoes. 

Shortly afler this ey«it, Ptolemy Physcon in- 
usted that Zebina should do homage for his do- 
minions, and pay an annual tribute to Egypt,, 
as an acknowledgment of his dependence. Ze- 
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bina, however, peremptorily refused his obeiS- 
ence, and Physcon resolved to drive him from 
the throne. AccoixUngly, the princess Try- 
pha:na was given in marriage to Grypus, and a 
poweriul army was sent from Egypt, vhicb de- 
feated Zebina in a pitched batUe, and cdil^cd 
him to retire to Aniioch. Here, however, he 
csoaperated the populace, by pemutting his sfA- 
diers to plunder the temple of Jupiter, insomuch 
that they drove him and hts fiUlovrers out of their 
city with great slaughter. In this exigence he 
set sail for Greece, but the vessel in which he 
embarked being taken by pirates, he was de- 
livered to Grypus, and put lo death, in the 
fourth year of his reign. 

CieopBtra perceiving, on the death of Zebina, 
that her son began to assume the supreme au- 
thority, resolved to destroy him, and call to the 
crown another son she had by Antiochus Side- 
tes, under whom she hoped to rule without re- 
straint. With this view she prepared a delete- 
rious potion, and oifered it to the king one day, 
as he returned hot and weary from some exer- 
cise. Grypus, however, being apprised of he* 
design, compelled her to drink it herself, in the 
presence of his chief nobles, and thus preserved 
his own life, by the sacrifice of a woman whose 
unparalleled crimes had been, for many years, 
tlie scoui^ of Syria. 

From this time Grypus swayed the sceptre in 
profound peace, for the space of eight years. 
But, at length, a new competitor appeared in 
the person of AnUochus Cyzicenus his half 
brother, and contended with him for the sove- 
reignty. Grypus look the field with a numerous 
army, and Cyzicenus, having married Cleopa- 
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tra, the daughter of Phf scon, raised a fbmud- 
aUe body of troops to oppose him. However, 
victory declared in fiivour of the reigning piince, 
and his rival was necessitated to shut himscJf up 
in Andoch. After some time, he left his wife 
in care of the Antiochians, and deputed pri- 
vatelf, m order to levy new forces. But, dur- 
ing his abaence, Giypus reduced the city, and 
became master of Cle<^tra's liberty. Try- 
phana, her uster, hearing that she was taken, 
earnestly entreated the king to deliver up his cap* 
tiveinto her hands, that she might have the sa- 
tis&ction of putting her to death ; and, when 
GrypuB endeavoured to imjHre her with more 
humane sentiments, by reminding her of the 
duties of religion and the ties of consanguinity, 
she became more enraged, and sent a party of 
■oldiers to execute her vengeance in tlie temple, 
whither the object of her mi; had fled br shel- 
ter. 

Cleopatra, at sight of the araasBins, fled to the 
-attar, and embraced the statue of the god so 
closely, that the soldiers were unable to dr^ 
her away. They therefore cut ofi* her arms, and 
executed their commission with unrelenting 
cruelty, whilst she vainly implored the protec- 
tion of heridds, and, with her departing breath, 
pronounced a curse upon the author tf so bar- 
barous a murder. This outrage did iiot long 
remain unrevenged ; for Cyacenus, having re- 
turned with a powerful army, routed his bro- 
ther's troops, and took the inhuman Tryphana, 
whom he immediately sacrificed to the manes of 
hb beloved ccmsort. 

After this battle, the vanquished king ab- 
sented to a ^visitm of the cm[nre , in virtue «f 
Aa3 

D,.'.. J I, Google 



370 SELEUCtDJC IN STKIA. 

which Cyocenua reigned at Oamaacus, orer 
Cq;)o Syria and Phrenice, while Grypus retained 
Antioch, and a]l the other provinces. The peace' 
between the brothers, however, was but of short 
duration, neither being satisfied with his share 
of territory. The subsequent war proved pecu- 
liarly unfortunate ; for, whilst the rival kings 
were wasting thdr strength agtunst each otiier, 
Tyre, Sidon, Gaza, Ptotemais, and several other 
places of importance threw off the Syrian yoke, 
aod made themselves independent ; a scene af 
anarchy and distraction was exhibited in every 
part of the kingdom ; and Grypus himself wa« 
assassinated, by one of his own subjects, in the 
fcrty-fifth year of his age, and the twenty-sixth 
of his reign. He left five sons, viz. Seleucus, 
Antiochus, Philip, Demetrius, Euchcres, and 
Antiochus IXonysius, all of whom reigned, or 
attempted to reign, in their turns. 

Upon the death of Grypus, Cy^cenus seized 
(he capital, and used his utmost exertions to se- 
cure the empire. But Seleucus, having assem- 
bled a powerful army, defeated him, and suc- 
ceeded to the throne of his father. However, he 
did not long enjoy the fruits of his victory, for 
he was soon driven out by Antiochus Eusebes, 
the son of Cyzicenus, and obliged to take shelter 
in Mopauestia, a city of Cilicia, where he exas- 
perated the inhabitants so violently, by his op- 
pressions, that they rose in arms against him, 
and set fire to his palace, in which he perished, 
with all his att»idants. To revenge this out- 
rage, Antiochus and Philip, the twin sons of 
Grypus, led a numerous army against Mopsu- 
estia, slaughtered the inhabitants, and rased the 
city to the grouttd. On their return they were 
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fiercely attacked by Eusebes, and punned bo^ 
closely, that Antiochus lost his life in attempt- 
ing to swim over the river Orontes on horseback; 
but Philip effected an orderiy retreat, and con- 
tinued to dispute the empire till his rival was at 
length obliged to retire into Parthia ; and De- 
metrius Euchcres, the fourth son of Grypus, 
was admitted to share the honours of sovereignty 
with the victor. This union of the two brother* 
overawed the neighbouring princes, and pro- ' 
mised the blesungs of a prosperous reign to Sy- 
ria. But the ambition of Demetrius soon excited 
a commotion, which terminated in his own de- 
struction ; for, one c^ Philip's tealous adherents 
having implored the asustance of some foreign 
troops, Demetrius was utterly defeated, and sent 
prisoner to Parthia, where he soon ended his life> 
These <iisordera were scarcely appeased, when 
Eus^ies returned to Syria, and overran, with 
great rapidity, the frontier provinces. Philip 
hastened to repulse him ; but, whilst he was en- 
g;aged upon this business, in the north of Syria, 
Antiochus Dionysius appeared unexpectedly in 
the south, uid seized on Ccelo Syria, making 
Damascus the capital ofhisnewkingdom. How- 
ever, he had not long assumed the regal dignity 
before he imprudently engaged in a war with 
Aretas, king of Ambia Petrza, and was cut off 
with the greatest part of his unfortunate adhe- 
rents. 

A long series of wars land calamities having 
exhausted the patience, and materially injured 
the foilunes,of the Syrians, that people resolved 
to exclude the tuibulent princes of the race of 
Seleucus from the ^rone, and submit to a fo- 
reigner, wbo nug^t deliver them from the ra^ 
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of intestine dirisiatis, and restore tranquillity to 
their groeniiig countiy. Tliey accordingly «eat 
an embassy to Tigranes, king of Armenia, ac~ 
quunting him with didr determination, and in- 
viting him to accept the sovereignty. Tigraneft 
Kadily complied with their request, and swayed 
the Syrian sceptre eighteen years, in perfect 
peace. Eusebes, cm the first arrival of the Ar- 
menian, fled to Ciiiua, where he passed the re- 
nunderof his life in obscurity : but what be- 
came of Philip is not known. 

Selene, the wife of Eusebes, still retained 
Ptolemais, with part of Pheemce and Calo-Sy- 
lia ; BO that she was enabled to give her two sons, 
Antiochus Asiaticus, and Seleucus Cybiosactes, 
an education suitable to their quality. But, oa 
her attempting to enlar^ her dominions, and 
«xcite a revolt among the cities of Syria, Ti- 
granes marched against her, at the head of five 
hundred thousand men; reduced Ptolemais i and 
caused her to be put to death. Upon the demise 
of this princess, Tigranes enjoyed the Syrian dia- 
dem without any disturbance, UU he was obliged 
to recal Megdates, his lieutenant, to asdst lum 
against Lucullus, who had given him a dreadful 
overthrow near Tigranocerta. 

On the retreat trf Megdetes, Antiochus Auati- 
eus took possesion of some provinces in Syria, 
and reigned peaceably for the space of four years; 
but, at the expiration of that time, he was driven 
from the throne by Pompey, and Syria was re- 
duced to a Roman province, after it had been 
govemedfor upwards of two hundred and fifty 
f Sirs by the&inilyof Seleucus. 
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SECTION I. 

THE PHRVGIANS. ■ 

pHRYGIA PROPER, acconUng to Ptolemy, 
-■■ was anciently a very fertile tract of country, 
lying between the thirty-seventh and forty-first 
degree of north la^tude, and extending from tif- 
ty-BiK to sixty-two degrees of longitude. Its 
boundaries were Pontua and Bithynia, on the 
north ; Patuphylia and Galatia on the east ; Ly- 
cia on the south ; and Mysia, Lydia, C^a, Mx- 
onia and the £gean Sea on the west. The piitb- 
cipal cities in Phrygia Major were Apamea, a Ur 
mous mart and metropolis of all the country, till 
the time of Constantine ; Laodicea, a place of 
conudcrable wealth and importance, on the banks 
of the Lycus ; Hieiapolis, lamous for its mine- 
ral waters ; Cordium, the seat of Gordius, king 
of Phrygia ; Synnada, celebrated for its quarries 
of fine marble ( Sipylus, the residence of king 
Tantalus ; and Colosse, situated on the south 
side of the Meander. In Phrygia Minor -vitn 
Abydos, &mous for the poetical story of Hero 
utd LcaAder ; Dardanum, the residence of lung 
Dardanus, and hii successor Erichtlionius ; Rhx- 
,tium, memorable for the tomb of Ajax ; Sige- 
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um, seated cm a prouuaitory of the same name i 
Troy, or Ilium) immortaUzed by the inimitaUe 
poets. Homer and Virgil ; and Troas Alcxandri- 
na, utuated between the promontaries of Lectom 
and Sigzum. 

The Phrygians deemed themselves the most 
ancient nation of the wortd ; but, with respect 
to their origin, all is dark and uncertain. How- 
ever, they are generally supposed to have de- 
scended from Gomer, the eldest son of Japhet. 
Their character, in ancient history, is tiiat of a 
superstitious, voluptuous, and effeminate peoi 
pic, deaututic of prudence, and of such a servile 
temper, that notliing but stripes and ill xaagt 
could make t]iem comply with their duty. 1'heir 
music, commonly called the Phry^an mood, 
was cbiefiy calculated to enervate the mind ; and 
various kinds of divination, by the sing^g, fly. 
ing, and feeding of birds, are attributed to tbur 
invention. 

Their government was certainly monarchical ; 
for Ninnacus, Midas, Manis, Gordius, and some 
others were, indubitably, sovereigns of all Phry- 
gia. But, some time before the commencement 
of- the Trojan war, the country seems to have 
been divided into several petty kingdoms ; and 
divers princes reigned at the same time. Thus 
ApollodoniB mentions a Phrygian monarch, 
contemporary with Ilns, king of Troy. Cedro- 
nus notices one Teutbranes, king of a small coun- 
try in Phrygia, whose territories were ravaged 
by Ajax. Homer speaks of Phorcys and Asca- 
nius, both princes and eommanders of the Phry- 
gian auxiliaries, that came to the relief of Troy ; 
and Tantalus, equally memorable fiir his ua- 
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menae wealth and covetousncBs, was king of Si- 
pylua only, and its adjacent district. Witli re- 
spect to Gordius, most historiana ^lirm that the 
Phrjr^ans, having sent to cotisult an oracle con- 
cerning the intestine brwia wliich distracted end 
■iDpoveriBhed their country, received, for answer, 
that the most effectual method of tenninating 
their calamities, was to commit the govern- 
ment to a fcing> This adrice they readily accept- 
ed and placed GonUus on the throne. 

The commerce of the ancient Phrygians was, 
in all probability, very coonderable ; for they 
were, for sonie ^me, masters <^ the sea. ; their 
country afforded many valuable exports ; they 
bad a safe c(»st, and convenient harbours ; and 
their city of Apamea is said to have been the 
chief emporium of all Asia Minor. Of their 
laws nothing satisfactory can be said : but, with 
' respect to leaitung, they seem to have possessed 
B competent skill in geogrwhy, geometry, and 
astronomy, with a more than twdinary know- 
ledge of music 

As they were graatly addicted to supevstitios, 
they had many idols : but their prindpal deity 
was the goddess Cybele, who was represented by 
a woman sitting in a chariot, drawn by four li- 
ons, crowned with towers, holding a key in her 
hand, end attired with a garmuit embnadered 
with Rowers i£ difierent colours. She had a 
magnificent temide at Pesranus, with peculiar 
priests, ceremonies, and sacrifices. At stated 
times they carried her statue in i»«:eBUon 
through the streets, and, having wrought them- 
selves up to a kind of frenzy, lacerated their flesh 
^rith knives and lancets, in commemoration of 
(he grief with which Cybele was transported at 
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.the death of her beloved Attis.* , A tnne-tree 
.WES annually wrapped up in woolr and c«nied, 
with great solemnity, into the temple, in memo- 
ry of the goddess wrappng up the dead body of 
Attis? and carrying it to her cave. Her priests 
were prohibited from using wine, because At- 
tis, inebtiated with liquor, disclosed his secret 
. amours with Acdester : and they rigidly abstaio- 
.ed from bread, in commemoration of the long 
fet, which Cybcle kept after the death of her 
lover. The other idols of chief note in Phrygia 
were Bacchus, Adagyus, and the Cabiri) whose 
name seems to have been derived from the He- 
brew word cabir, signifying great or pmoerfui. 
We also read of songs and dances, used by the 
Phrygians, on solemn festivals, which they cal- 
led IMyer»cVi from the son of Midas, king of 
Phrygia* 

The Sc^ king of Phrygia, mentioned .in his- 
tory, ia Nannacus, who is said to have rug^ied 
, before the flood. He attained to a very great 
age ; for, it is recorded of him, that when bie 
wasthrec hundred years old, he sent to enquire 
of all the oracles that were then in repute how 
long he should live. The oracles unanimously 
.replied, that, at his death, all things should pe- 
rish ; whereupon he repjdred with his subjects 
to the temples, and strove, with many sighs and 
tears, to appease the wrath of the gods. How- 
ever, Nannacus died soon after, and the deluge 
ensued, which was attended with the threatened 
destruction. 

' The Phrygiuu affirmed that CybeU wa> debaadicd 
by AttiB, whom her father, Mem, canted Co be mordet^ 
ed 1 and that the afterwards waodeied wiih ApoUo co the 
OHuUrj of the HyperiiDrcaiu. 
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MIdaS appears next : bat no partictdars are 
t«cordeilof him, except that he rewded at Pes- 
sinus, and designed to dispose ofhis daughter 
in TOarria^ to Attis^ 

Manis is said, by Phitaich, to have been ■■ a 
prince of such vtrtne and prowess, that the woid 
manic, derived from his name, became synoni- 
mous with g;reat. Hence great, glorioDs, and 
heroic achievements were usually spoken of hf_ 
the Phtygians as manie achievements. 

The elevation of GorcSus to the regal dignity 
is related thus ; As he Was one day punuing hu 
usual avocation of tillage, an et^e settkd att 
his plough, and continued there all day. Got- 
(fiuB, alarmed at this prodigy, went to consult 
the Boothsayen of Telrotssus, a dty of Lydia, 
aboutsoextftiordiiMTyaileTCn% At his enter- 
ing into the city, he was met by a beautifol 
young woman, who, upon hearing the motivea 
of hia journey, assured him that a kingdom was 
presaged by die omen, and propoied to share 
with him, in wetfiock, the hopes with which she 
had inspired him. Shortly afterward, a sedition: 
Invaking out amimg the Phry^ans, the oracles 
unanimously adiised them to stop the groiring 
evils, 1^ committing their government to a king{ 
andobserTed, that the Brstman who, after tha 
ambassador's return, should viut, in a cart,- the 
temple of Jupiter, was destined, by the gods, to 
wear the Phrygian diadem. The messengers 
had scarcely delivered (he response of the oracle, 
when Gordius aiq>eared, riding in his cart, and 
was imme<£ately prochimcd king of Phrygia. 
Grateful for so signal a favour, Gordius Gonsc- 
crUed his cart to' the goddess, called Regal Ma- 
jesty; and&atened a knot to its beam, wMcb 
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ina so attfuUf woven, that the empire of the 
woddwaa promised, b^ the oracles, to turn who 
■bouldimtie it. Ale^mder the Great, havii^ 
attempted it in v^n, cut it irith his swoni, and 
ifaiu <»ther fulfilled or eluded the predicticn of 
the oracle. Notlung forther is rented of Goi^ 
diiu, but that he built the city of Gordium, 
which was hja residence] and that of all the 
princes of his &mUy. 

He was succeeded by bis son IVIidas, who is ' 
accounted, bj all the ancienti, to have been one 
«f the richest ^nccs that ever reigned. He is 
equally celebrated for the comefineas of his per- 
aon and the reli^oua turn of his disposition. 
He introduced the custom of mourning over the 
dead with doleful songs; and is said to have 
'.filled his dominions with new temples, priests, 
cocmomes, and sacrifices. His wife, Hertno- 
dica, is celebrated Ibr her beauty and wisdom ; 
aodia said to have instructed the inhabitants of 
Cyme to. cmn money. By this woman NUdas 
had three sens, Gon&is, Ancharas, and Otreus ; 
his fourth son, Utyeises, was illegitimate. 
. UpoB the demise of Midas, his eldest son. 
Gon^s, ascended the throne, and surrounded 
the city of Gordium with a strong wall. His 
brother Aucharas sacrificed^ his life for the 



ed the oraclet, and received for Rnnver, ihkC the openW 
wmJd Dol cloac till tile nuMt ivalu^le thing in human life 
re tfirown into it. Upon thi> declaration, the inhibi* 



11, Google 



pubfic welGtre, during the ragn of hk fathet; 
and Otreus seems to have succeeded Gordtns in 
the government ; but none of bis actions have 
been tranmnitted to posterity. 

Litjrerses reigned at Celxnx, and is charac- 
terized as a rustic, crfiel, and rabumflrt tyrant, 
who frequentlj laboured in the fields as a com* 
mon husbandman, and, aiur cutting ofF the 
beads of his fellow laboureTV, boimd up thdr 
bo^es in tbe ^eavo* For these, and smilar 
acts of bd^rity, he wait at length put to death, 
^y Hercules, and his bo(^ was thrown into tbe 
Meander. HoWetiiT, die Phrygian reafera eke* 
rished his metnory, and usually aang a hymn in 
harvest time, whkb titey cdted* after his tiaxief 
LityerscB. 

Midas the tblcd S«zed «b the Phrygisn crown 
in the follofiing mawier t One night, under pro* 
tence of oSeiing sacrifice m the ^>dii be naicb- 
ed out of the city Gordiom, attended by a nut 
merous band of musiciaDS, wttii weapons c«i- 
cealed imder thnr garments. Tbe dtaess, M 
' by corioMty, followed them out of the Wma 
inthout suspecting any treachery ; but the con- 
sinrators, suddenly throwing away their muncaJ 
instruments, fell upon them sword in hand; 
seized the city ; and, in thq midst of the gene^ 
ral confiiuon, prodaiioed Midas ting of Phry- 
gla. 

This prince was succeeded by Gordius the 
third, who is menti<x»ed by Herodotus as b^ng 
fiither to Midas, wbo presented the oracle at 

■ort, and, moontiiig on honduck, nxU iull ipecd into tBfc 
apeaing, which iinmediately doKd— an eium>le i^liiA 
wu, long ilier, fblkwed in i (iioiUr caie, by Coitiui the 
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fidfia with a topi scat, or tribimBl> of exqnl- 
nfe wnkmnnBhip. This monarch was probably 
•ucceeded bj uiodier Gordiu* ; for the kings of 
Phrygja took, alternately, the namea of Gordius 
ud Midas. 

In tbereign of Midaa the fourth, the Cimmv. 
liana mfaded Asia Minor ; posaessed thenisetva 
of Sardis ; and made a dreadfol Blaugbter among 
tbe LydiuiB, Pafdilagoiiiana, and Phry^ns. 
Midas, foreseeing tbe heavy calanoticB to which 
Us countiy vas ennsed, and fin^g himsdf on- 
able to oppose so foitaUdi^le an army, put a pe- 
tiod to his unh^ipy life] by drinking buU's blood. 
AdrastUB, his son, bdng banished for the acci- 
dental murder of lus 4Wn brother, repaired to 
Crcesus, king of Lydia, who purified him, ac^ 
ORdtng to the ciutom of those days, from his 
mintenticmal crime, and earnestly intreated him 
to lemain at his court. Adrastus complied with 
tins request ; but, having unfortunately killed 
the ftamiixe son of bis b«ne&ctor in hunting, be 
kdd Tkrient hahds en himself, notwitlietanding 
Onnui had gennously pardoned and pitied his 
ndsfcMtune; la, Adrastus ended the royal &mily 
of Phrf gia, which now became a prorince to Ly- 
ffia, and ccmtinued in that state till Crtesus was 
vanquished, and all Lydia reduced by the resist- 
lee* aims of Cyrus the Great. 
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THE TROJANS. 

'T'UE inhatutanta of Fhiygia Minor, caSeit 
^ Trojans, from Troy, the metropolis of 
their coimtry, were indisputably a very ancient' 
peo[de ; but diur origin, like that of die Phry- 
gians, is enveloped In obscurity. Their goVem- 
meut seems to have been an hereiUtary monar- 
chy ; for, from Dardanus to Priam, we find the' 
£itlier constantly succeeded by the son, or the 
elder brother by the younger. The country was 
at first parcelled out into several petty states, 
and various princes niled at once within its li- 
mits. But these were eventually expelled, or" 
ibade tributary to the Trojan ^ngs. 

The religion • of the Trojans diHercd but 
little, in substance, from that of the inhabitants 
of Phrygia Major. Their trade is supposed to 
have been very flourishing, on account of theip 
advantageous aituatien, and the fertility of their 
9oU, which produced many valuable commodi- 
ties. The urbamty of their manners was uni- 
versally celebrated among the ancients ; and, in 
the reigns of their last kings, they rose to a very 
oonsidersfale [ntch of splendour and magnifi- 



* Tbdr priacipal ddtiea were <^IA, who wu cEiefly- 
■moiMjytaao tie hiUi of 1^; Jfallt, who had a t^npk 
in the citadel cfTVo;; and i>aAkr,who«eI>iaau>.ttaEuewat 
privately stolen bf Ulfsies; Veiiui wai alto laoked among 
die Idoli of thig country; and a temple wai creoed la di« 
mtji4AiaxnM,totbtSmi,itUaajtptili. 
Bb2 
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Teucer, commoolj supposed the ibunder of 
the Trojan monarchy, is said to have beea re- 
^aritably fortuoate in all hie undertabngs ; but 
none of hia actions are recorded in history, ei- 
cept hJs giving his daughter Baaia'in marri^e to 
Dardanus, and thus settling the crown on him 
and his descendants. 

DardanuB is represented as a modeiate and 
equitable princO, who exbended the boundanes 
o/ his kii^dom by some con»derablc acqwsl- 
tioBs; buift the cities ctfDardasiaand Thymbia.:; 
made many salutary taws for the due admini- 
stratiiin of justice ; and, afterafelidtoosreigaof 
sixty-four years, -died iu full -poBseuioa of bi» 
people's love. 

He was succeeded by 'his sod, Ericlithoiuu% 
whose pFudcot conduct eneiu^ hhn the esteeia. 
of his sulijectB, and maiatained a good uitder- 
standing with ihe neigbbounng princes. Ths 
profcund peace which his kingdatn enjoyed gare 
l^m an oppoKunity of accomulating Inunense 
riohes, wiihout burdemog the puUic with lfU(es< 
or ionpo^ttoDs. He sw^cd the sceptre with 
great glory for upwards of fbrty-ux years, aa^ 
■at his dea^ left the kii^oia iu a very flourisb- 



Tios, tbt BOB. and successor of ErtcbtboBUHf 
had no sooner ascended the tbroM Ifaaa he laid 
ttcfoundadan of a dty, which sooa becafae tb« 
moat fiunous of all Asia. When lie had .cota- 
pitied ttuB gtsnd design, he invited the oeigb. 
bouriag prinoes to assist M tjke aobmii'dadica- 
tKMi; but onitted Tantahn, Idng ef Sbfhi>> 
Tbnt monarch was hi^y incensed at dna ex- 
•eptjon, and soon aft^ward too'k an ample te- 
veDge> £wtite {BioceCanymedcS) hwrnyo^ 
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CKddn iDiuflathraDg^ hia tenitorint WBs-detain- 
•d bf his onier, wd so brutally treated, that 
be died, in alHtle gme, ofgriel'an^ vexation. 
Nor did his &ther Ti«s long surviTe him ; for 
the war which he nude upon Tantalus, to r&- 
wng« ttus 'outrage,- proved uosuccetaful, and 
plunged bitn. into & metancboly, which put an^ 
cod to U* life in t&e ilztieth year of his reign. 
From this prince Pfarjrgia Min«* received the 
name of TroaA, as its meU^jpnriia did that of 
Ttof. 

- Ctai the deilh of Tros, his son Ilus ascended 
Ihc' throne, and vigtnou^y pursued the war tillr 
after senrat ■Jgoal rictories, he chased Tantaluc 
aut of Adia, and possessed hims^f of bis doml- 
nionls.' Having thus revenged the insult oflfcred 
S> Ua brother, 11ns devoted the whole of his 
thne to the imycvperoent of his territonc«, the 
■mesdatiaa at bis laws, and the felicity (^ hia 
pcc^tle. He dkd, una versdiy regretted, in the 
fixdetfa year of hisreign,and was sixceednlby 
his youngest son, Laontedon, TithotMB the eld«> 
bnitg at that time eniptoycd atnmig tbe Assy- 

Lunaedon, on hia- gtcoewion to the crown, re- 
Kdved to build a c^»kl in Trc^, and acccml- 
mgty execDted hi* dengn with tile trraitiicH that 
Ware deported m tbe tcmjries of Apollo and 
Neptime: but ttna measure tended to alienate 
Ibe minds of hia aubjecta ; and Bome heavy cala- 
Biities wUch hiqipaied daring ^s reign were 
•nvenally nqjented as die rfbot of divine indig- 
■RtitKi. Uia inhoijatBUe treattBtfnt <^ Jason and 
tbe pdier Avgoaauta, vrha landed on tbe coast 
of Thias, occadoned a war, which ttrminated 
in Uaoina dMtfa> and dx raduction «f his aic- 
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troptdis. LaoBudoa had iive mob, bot thef 
were all killed by the invader HerciJes, except 
Priam, who was ransomed ynth & great sum of 
money, and placed on the throne of his an- 
cestore. 

Priam had no sooner established tumself in . 
his new dignity, then he encompassed his cajntal 
With a strong wall, in order to prevent a repeti- 
tion of the disasters which had rccendy hap* ' 
pened. He also embellished the dty with niany 
stately towers, castles, and aqueducts; mwn- 
tuned a numerous army in constant pay ; redu- 
ced several of the nnghbouring states, and ob- 
tvncd such reputation by his conduct and mag- 
nificence, that he was r^er considered as sove- 
reign of Asia Minor than Idng of Troas. By 
bis first wife, Arisba, he had but one son, named 
.£sacus, but by Hecuba, princess of Thrace, he 
had Hector, Paris, Ddphobus, Helenus, PoUtcSf 
Antiphus, Hipponous, TroiJus, and Polydortis. 
His daughters were, Creusa, Laodice, Polyxe- 
na, and Cassandra. 

During this reign happened the memorable 
war between the Greefa and Trojans ; a war 
■till famous for the many princes of prowess 
and renown that were concerned in it, the length 
of the si^e, the dreadftil catastrophe of the Tit>- 
ian monarch, and the nuinennu colonies planted 
m different parts of the world by the vanquished 
aawell as the victors. Tbe'causeof this unhap- 
py contest is known to have been the rape of He- 
len ; but what encouraged Paris to so daring an 
attempt, and induced Priam to su[^rt him 
apiinst dl opposition, is not determined by Msto- 
iians. 

Thu number of Btups eioidofed by &t Giteelw- 

D.5,l:sdl.,G0dgle 
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In this etpcditioB aiaomited to npwndB of a 
thousand ; but as these vessels could not have ' 
carried, one with anotber, more than dghty-five 
men, the inrading army will jiot appear Tery no 
tneniaa wbea we coDstdcr that all the powers i^ 
Greece) esc^t the Acamanes, were engaged is 
the war. Ageintt thete forces the city of Troy 
held out ten years ; but the Trojans were by no 
meuu the most formidable enemies the Greeks 
had toamtend widi, for all Phrygia, Alysia, Ly* 
da, and the greatest post of Ana Minor* cspouir 
sd the cause of the beueged : Rhesus, king i^ 
Thrace, led a numerous. army to their flwiHtPTUT, 
and M^nnon joined them with a body of twenty 
diousand EtfaiDiuans* 

■Previously to the oonuaeoccnient of hostili^ 
ties, tbe Greeks kbC MenakuB and Ulysses, toiu- 
bassadoia to Trt^, -to demand Hdra, and tbe 
treasurea which Paris had carried off mtb her t 
but this tneasorc proved unsuccessful, and the 
unbossadors, on their return, urged their coootry- 
Bten to put to sea imi&ediBt^y, and ravage tb« 
countty with fire and sword. Accordingly, tbej^ 
s^led to the coast of Troas, and, after an otaati- 
nate conflict, effected a landing ; but they were 
torn convinced of the difficulty of their enters 
prise ; and the want of provision, which daily 
iDcreased, compelled them to divide their forces, 
Mid send tome to cultivate the ground in th« 
Tbradan Chersonesus, whilst others roved about 
the seas for tlje rdief of the camp. Hence the 
poets notice the reduction of many towns, the 
plunder oi islands, tbe demolition of Btn»g 
holds, and the great numbers of prisoners taken 
ky AchiUcsr whom the anny cw^ not pois^ 
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have spared ^lad there been any iintwrtant'seiv 
vice tote petformcd before Troy.- 

At length, all the detachments that had been 
diapersed in the neighbouring countries and 
islands assembled in one body, and approadicd 
the city, resolving to use their utmost ezeitions 
for the termination of the war. On their first 
investing the town, they were vigorously re- 
pulsed by Hector, at the head of a formidable 
army : a pestilential distemper breaking out iti 
their camp, expo'sdi them to grepf'inconve* 
niendes ; and a <iuanct between AgameitrocA 
and Achilles retarded tiiem in their pr6greaa to 
victory ; but, after Hector, Achilles, Bad manji 
other commanders, were killed on both sidesi 
the Creeks carried the caty, and practised all 
the cruelties which a barbarous and implacaUe 
enemy could have invented. Such of the isha- 
bttants 83 had not time to save themselves bj 
flight were either inhumanly murdered or made 
prisoners: neither the ^Iverhaira of the agad, 
the passionate entreatiea of ^stressed beauty, or 
the allurit^ softness t^ in&ntine innocence, 
turned aside the devouring sword; slaughter 
and devastation raged through the ill-feted city ; 
and those noble edifices, which had lately been 
the admiration of A*ia, were consigned to the 
devouring flames. Thus perished the kingdoni 
of Troy, after it had subsisted, from Teuccr to 
Priam, two hundred and ninety-^ix years. 

Such of the Trojans as escaped the general 
massacre quitted their ruined country, and set* 
tied in distant regions. Antenor established 
bimaclf in Italy, aod founded the nation of the 
Heneti ; Helenas, otw of Priam's sonq,' settled 
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91 -MacedouB, where he fbrnided the dtjr of 
Ilium i and almost all die Roman writers affina 
th;^ j£i>eas landed in Italy, and founded the 
kingdom of Alba> ' Livy, however, insinuates) 
that he has not siifikient grounds fot^^adopting 
the common opinion, and the learned Bochatt 
has collected many weighty ai^iuntnts to prove 
the arrival of .£iieas in Italy wholly fabulous ] 
but, in opposition to this, it may be remarked) 
that on subjects which do not admit of absolute 
proof itis easy to be sceptical ; and that uiiin* 
tcrrupted tradition is, at least, belter evidence 
than dogmatical a 



. THE MYSIANS, 

THE small country Dccupied by this people 
is supposed to have derived its name from 
the Lydian word mys^s, signifying a beech-tree, 
bacause it abounded with Buch. It was divided 
into the Greater aad Lesser Mysia, and was an- 
ciently deemed the finest and most fruitful pa^t 
of Asia, being plentifujiy stocked with cattle, 
ciothed with exuberant crops of pasturage, com 
and wine, and watered with an abundance of 
Icrtilizing rivulets. 
: My^a Major was, hounded on the north by 
Troas, on the east by Phry^, on the south by 
j£olia, and on the west by the £gean sea. Its 
chief city^W^ Perganus, the residence of the 
AttaJiclai^s,andofEuDienes. It was enriched 
with a library, containing two hundred thou- 
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Mcd'chotce BMHUcripts ; fin- the MBicdHBg 
«f which parchnMUt was here fir&t invesUd) 
and called by the La^db cbcrta pcrgamewu 
Here also were invented thoae coatly hsBginga 
whichkie^nowntDEuK^icatM by. the nimie oS 
tttpeatry. TtuBaty U Revise rcBnarkahte u 
the lnrtb-;dace of the fiuooua phyatctan Galai.; 
tiie theatre oq which Eacul^ua first cslvUted 
Maknowkdge of physic; andcne of the aerea 
churches mentioned in the Apoci^ypse. 

MysiaMiiMrlay on the FropoiUie, and thenc* 
«Eleiided to Mount Olympus, being bounded en 
the north and west by the Propcntis and fiithy^ 
nia { on the east by Fhtyg^ Major ; and on the 
south by Troas. Its [wincipal dties were Cyzi* 
cus, celebrated by Florus and other Latin wri- 
ters fur its walls, bulwarks, haven, marble tow- 
ers, sumptuous edifices, &c. ; Paiium, so deoo- 
minatcd from Paras, the son of Jaaui; and 
Ijunpsacus, seated at the entrance of the Pro- 
pwitia, in the Thracian Chersonesus. Priapust 
the most in&unous of all the heathen deitie% 
was worshipped here in a {laiticular manner* 
and his temple was a perfect suik of lewdness. 

With respect to the origin (^ the MysiaiiSf 
ancient authors &lkt so materially in opinio% 
diat it is impcMuble to speak with accuracy. 
They seem to have been once a very warlike 
pcotrie, for Herodotus and Pliny ^ak of their 
passing over the Bosphorus into Eun^, sub- 
duing all Thrace, and penetrating as &r aa the 
river Peneua ; but, in later ages, they degene- 
rated iTom the ctnirage of their ancestors, and^ 
at length, sunk into the m6at craitemptible in- 
significance. Of their manoers, customs, arts,- 
and sciences, nothing sMis&ctory hu been re* 
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iuAdcd. HcnreTer, dieir vdigion -wn wAf 
umibu- to dmt of the tidgfabouring Phi7gian% 
«l!id tbetr language vas the same, with srane va- 
liodan of dialect. 

- Their gAvemmttnt does not tppear to have 
been alwsya monarchical) fornomentioniBinadC 
^ their hitifB till the Arguiautic expeditian ; 
though some audion are of ai»nion, that they 
~ lired under their own monarcbs long before that 
time. Diodoniar afiinns, that they were con- 
quered by Ninusi and were subject f(» many 
years to his successors. After the destruction 
of Troy, they possessed themselves rf great part 
of that country, and retained it till they were ccHi- 
quered by the kmg of Lydia. 

The first My^an king mentioned in history ii 
Olympus, said to have married Nipsea, niece to 
DardanDB, king of Troy : bat the particulars of 
Us reign are passed over in silence. 

Teuthras is said td have reigned ove^ the' My- 
rians, Ceteans, and Giliuans. He built the city 
Teuthrania, and married Auge, daughter to the 
prince of Arcadia. As he had no male issue, 
be gave his dat^ter Agriope, whom he bod by 
a feroer wife, in marriage to T^lephus, a natu- 
nd son of Hercules by Auge. His other dau^^ 
ler, Tccmessa, was t^en prisoner by the Credu 
during the Trojan war, and fell to Ajax, the sod 
of Telamon. 

Tdephus next succeeded to the throne of My- 
^ In the Trojan war he espoused the cause of 
Priam, and was dangerously wounded by Achil* 
les ; but, aAer some time, the Greeks prevailed 
(HI him to stand neuter. He had two sons, E,u* 
ryp^us and Ladnus ; the first of whom seemt 

VouVIIL Cc 
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to have kuccwded to the crown, and the other.lM 
« ccriony of Ceteaiu into Italy. 

Upon the death of EurypyluB, the govern- 
ment devolved upon his son Alius. The occur* 
RDcei of this prince's mgn are not paiticu- 
larized ; but he is said to hare been Elain in 
allele combat by Ampbialnsi the son of Net^to- 
lemua, who possessed himself of the kingdom of 
Mysia. No other kings of this country are no- 
Iked till many ages ^ter the death of Ariuk, 
when the Attalic femily reigned at Pergamus, as 
will appear in its {woper place. 



SECTION IV. 

THE LYDIANS. 

J YDIA, according to Ptolemy, and other 
*-^ ancient gcogTaphers, was utuated between 
the thirty-sevMith and thirty-tunth degrees of 
north latitude ; being bounded by Mysia Major 
on the north, by Phrygia on the east, by Caria on 
the south, and Ionia on the west. Its soil was 
extremely fruittut in com, wine, and adier use* 
fill commodities, and it was enriched with seTc 
m valuable mines, whence Crasus b said to have 
drawn his immense wealth. ^ 

The principal cities of Lydia were, Sardis, 
the metropcdis, pleasantly situated on the banka 
of the PacKrfus ; Philadelphia, in which were 
celebrated the common feasts of ^1 Awa ; Thy- 
atira, a colony of the Mace<k)nians, near the 
river Hermus ; and Magne»a, fbrmeriy a place 
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eF great R6te on the Mxander, and one <tf the 
three towns aJletted to Theniistocles during hi* 
eicDe. 

Various opinions are entertained respecting 
(he origin of the L;<Uans ; but their Bntiqnity is 
oniTet^ly allowed. They began very early to 
be ruled by kings, irtKMe goverrnnent seems to 
hare been absolute, and the crown heredtary. 
Historians notice three distinct races of Lydian 
RKHurchs, viz. the Atyad*, so called from Atys, 
Ifae grandson of Maufea ( the HrracStUe, at de- 
scendants of Hercules ; and the Memmadt, who 
were also, properly speaking, Heraclidje, being 
descended from one Lemnos, or Agelaus, the 
•on of Hercutea by Omphale. 

The character tA the LyAana must be oatm- 
4ered at different limes ; for tinder CnssuS] and 
tnme of his predecessors, they were a very war* 
like pc<^le ; bat, on the reductirai of thnr coun- 
try t^ Cyrus^ tbe PeniBn hixnries were iotro- 
duc«d, and they gradually degenerated into in- 
dolence, Yoluptuousnets, aod emmin«cy. Their 
cuslomB were much the none mth those of the 
Greda, except that they used to prostitute thehi 
daog^ilere for Ure. Th^ principal weapcMs 
isere long qwara, and their horsemanship was 
saperior to that of most other nations. They 
were tbe first pelade that introduced the«(rinag« 
of gold and silver to fitdlitate trade ; the first 
that sold by retail ; that kept taverns and eating- 
houses ; and invented pnUic ganMs, which were 
AcTc&we called fautf by tbe Romans. Nothing 
satt^cnxry is recorded of their commerce ; but, 
from the qilendour of their monarchy, and the 
commodious situation of their country, we vxvf 
ttaxaaiAj suj^iobc it to bare been extremcljt 
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SouiWung. Th«r rdipon Kems to htm ro 
•embled that of the Piajpaia. They wor^ 
shipped Cybele at Magnesia, under the name of 
Syplene ; and temples were erected in the same 
city, to Jupiter (uid Diana Leucophiyiuu 

Masnes, the first king of Lydia mentioned in 
histoty, b said to have been the aoa of the eaith, 
which, in the luiguage of the ancients, denotes 
him ta hare been of mean extrection. Hen- 
dides tnentitus an anonymous king of this coud- 
try, who was suddenl/ taised &om the abject 
GCUKlition of a jotuTteyntan cartwri^t to tb« 
throw. This fortunate slave may haTc been 
Uasnea, but theie is no hnn fijundattoQ br such 
a conjecture. 

Mftsnea was suecceded by his son Cotys, and 
Coiys by Atfii in wbo^ reign a great scarcitf 
of proviuuis prevailed thimigluiut the king* 
dom. This cakmity was patiently endured b)t 
the inhabitants for several years ; Imt, as tfas 
eidl ccmtinuedt they- resolrad to divert, their 
minds by aU manner f^ amasenKnt& Accord- 
ingly, some invented one game, and some ano* 
tbef) till dicC] battS) and auch other diveruont as 
wei« andenUy used anvng. the Geecka, wem 
gmdually introduced. Uanng executed this 
project, they used to [day one whole day with> 
out interruption, and devote the next to eating 
and drinking. At length, hovever, the king 
. was obliged to divide the whole naticMi into two 
bodies, cornmanding them to detumine,; by lot, 
wUcb of the two should remain at home, and 
which go. in quest of new settlements, nnce thde 
aelivE countiy could no longer affind them h 
BuEBcient maintenance. This plan was immov 
^Mely adopted, and those who were constnUtedi 
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to go iCbroad sdled under the commanA of the 
prince, Tyrrhenus, to that part of Italy than cal> 
led Umbria, while the others remained under tha 
government of Atys. 

Atys was succeeded by las son Lydus ; from 
whom the country, hidi^to called M«Hiiat de< 
rived the name of Lydia. 
' Alcymus, the next sovereign, is represented 
«s an equitf^le, muniScent, and patriottc prince* 
who was so universally beloved, that the whole 
DaticKi assembled, in the seventh year of hia 
idgn, to ofi^r sacrifices for his heidth and pros- 
perity. StephsnuB observes, that in hia time the 
dty of Ascalon was built by Ascalus, brother 
to Tantalus, who led an army of Lydians into 
Syria. 

Of AdrymetesjCambletes, Tmolna, Theocly- 
nenus, and Marsyas, nothing worthy notice 
b recorded, except that Camblctes murdered 
his queen, and afterwards revenged her death 
by an act of swcide ; and that Tmolus put 
an end to his life by throwing himself from a 
precipice. 

Marsyas was succeeded by Jantanes ; in whose 
reign lite kingdom of Ljvlia was so dreadfiillf 
corrupted by licenliimsness, that the princess 
Omphatc ooidd not 'find shelter, even within the 
voyal palace, irom Ae insults «f an unruly mul- 
titude i the most scandaleus lusts being saao- 
tioned by the example of government. 

On the demise of Jardanes, the crown tm 
bestowed on hia daa^ter Omjdtale, who severe- 
ly puni^ed those who had abused her in her fa- 
ther's life-time ; and, by causing all the slaves 
to be shut up with their mistresses in every part 
«f tbc kingdom, extended her revenge to Ihe 
Cc3 
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wholK ulMa. Howera-, her thouj^ta were 
aooa totally engaged by her {naufm for Her- 
cules. 

Alccus, son of Hercules, and Omphale, next 
mcceeded to die throne, and is said to have be^ 
the first Lydian monarch of the race c^ Het^ 
cules. 
g „ Of Belus, Kinus, Argon, Leon, Adry- 
^go^' sua, Alyactes, and Melea, nothing ii 
known but thur names. Candaules, the 
tost kin^ of the seccHKl race, was assasunated by 
his &TOurite minister Gyges on the foUowing o^ 
casitm : Candaulei bad imprudently extolled the 
charms of his queen to Gyges, and placed him 
in the porch of her chamber, that he n^^t see 
her undress when she went to bed< The minis- 
ter used the utmost caution to ccmceal himseIC 
fitim the queen's observation ; but she [dunly 
discovered him gcui^ out, and, next morning, 
informed him, that he must either expiate Ui 
crime by his own death, or murder Candaules, 
the contriver of it, and recove both her and the 
kingdom for his reward. Gyges accradinglf 
stabbed his master while he was asleep ; mamed 
the queen, and took possession of the throne, m 
which he was confirmed by the Delphic oraclo. 
In token of gratitude for Ms elev^on, he sent 
many valuable presents to Delphos ; ammg 
which were six cups of gold, weighing thirty ta- 
lents. He reigned thirty-eight yean, and was 
. succeeded by his son. 

Ardyes, on his first accesnon, was engaged in 
a war against the MilesUns, and reduced the 
dty of Priene. In this reign the Cimmerians 
invaded Asia Minor ; but what battles were 
fought between them and the Lydians are na 
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where reaaded. Iferodotua cHily obwms, thai 
they mitde themselKS mastera of Swdis, but 
could not reduce tbt castle. Ardyes died in th« 
&ffty.4unth yearofhUragn, and left the sc^trQ 
to his son, 

Sadrattes, who retained the regal dignity 
twelve years, and carried rat the war with the 



AlyattcB, the eon aod successor of Sadyattes, 
w^ed a sai^inary war, for the space of six 
years, with Cysxares, king of the Medes, till 
the aidrerse armies beti^ mutually terrified by 
k total eclipse of the sun, a padGcaUon waa 
cfiected by the mediation of SyenncBis, king cd 
Glida, and N^ucbadnezzar, king ofBabykm. 
Peace b«ng concluded between the Medes and 
Lydians, Alyattes employed lus troops mc^ 
eenfully itfiunst the Scythisns and Smymeana i 
the last of ^om he finally reduced, and todi 
pOGsesuon of their country. He also ctHitinued 
the war for five years against the MilesiaBB ; 
but, at the ex[»ratioQ of that time, he was com* 
pelled to ctwiclude a truce, for the purpose of 
rcbuildiug the temple of Minerva at Assesua^ 
and, tooa afterward, agreed to a pennanent 
peace. 

On the death of Alyattes, his sen, Croesus, . 
ascended the throne, and extmded his conquests 
so successfully, that his kingdom became equally 
respectable with those of Media, Babylon, and 
Egypt. He made himself master of die city <^ 
Ephesus ; compelled the loniana, .^olians, and 
alt the other Greek states of Asia, to pay him aa 
annual tribute ; subdued the Phrygians, Mysians, 
Thracians, Paphlagonians, Carians, Dorians, 
Parophylians, and all the nations that lay be- 
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tween Ljrdui and the river Halys ; and obtained 
a victory over the SHcwans ; in commemoratioa 
of which the Babykxunns, his aUies, ammaUy ce- 
lebrated a festival called the Sacxa- 

Crwsus having, hy theae important yvAones, 
acquired great feme, Bereral wise men of that 
age went to visit his capital, and, among others, 
Solon, the Athenian legislator. On his arrival 
he vas entertained at the palace with great hos- 
pitality, and shown the magnificence of the roy- 
al treasury. Whilst he was contetniriBting the 
immense riches of the Lydian monarch, Crcesiu 
asked him who was the hapineat man he had 
ever known, supposing that he would, without 
hesitation give the preference to him. But So- 
lon (bung an enemy to all manner of flattery, 
and resolved to speak the truth on every occa- 
don) replied that Tellus,* the Athenian, was 
die hai^est man he had ever seen. Cnesua 
then demanded who was the hap^uest man after 
Tellin, but the philosofdier again disappranted 
him, by naming Bitoa and Cleobis, wo Ai^ 
gives, who proved victorious in the Olympic 
games, and died in the teni[de of Juno, after ex- 
citing the pubUc applause by an extraM^naiy 
respect to their mother. Crcesus appearing dis- 
pleased with S(don for preferring the conotiaa 
of these persons to that of a powerful priace, 
the philosopher observed, that it was imposdUe 
to judge of the hap[»ness of any man bcfn« 
death ; and that all things ought to be eetinuied 
by their termination. 

' TcUas wu in uiiablc and vknioui citiieo of Athent, 
who lo(L his life la defence of hi> countrv i wu buried at 
tlie public cxpcDce ef the Atlieniaas; and had certain bo- 
Dmaii paid aimuaUj toJiii tatamrj. 
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Sboitly after the detieiture (^ Soloa, Cnutis 
lost his &n>urite sott Atys, who was umfortu- 
nateiy killed at the chase of a wild boar by 
Adrastus. This lou proved a great allay to hu 
hai^ness, for he coQtJDued inacUve and discoid- 
lolitte for two years. But at the ex{Miation of 
that time the growing power of the Persians 
roused him from his lethargy, and induced him 
to oppose the raind conquea^ of Cyrus. Ac- 
cordingly he consulted all the oracles, strength- 
ened himself with alliances, a;nd led a numerous 
body of forces into Cappadocia, then belonging 
to the Persians. Here he encamped in the vi- 
cinage of Sinope, and began to ravage the 
country. But Cyrus marched aguust him, and 
compelled him to retire to Sardis, which was 
aoon after taken by assault, as we have alreadjt 
related in the history of Persia. In the attadi 
of the town Cnetus was exposed to the moB$ 
immiDent danger, and woidd certainly hart) 
been killed, had not his second son, who till that 
time bad been apeechle^, cried gut to the Per? 
■ian wbo was preparing to strike the deci^ve 
Uow, " Soldier, spare Crcesus 1" Herodotus 
ol»«fTes> that when the kit^ was taken prU 
soner, Cyrus caused him to be loaded with 
fetters, and placed on a [ule of wood, designing 
to offer him and fourteen young Lfydians as a 
burnt sacrifice to the gock. . But on the un* 
happy dative invpking Soltai, and repeating 
the words of that great philosopher relative ta 
the insialHli^ of butoan bapinneaa, he com- 
manded him to tie taken down from the pil« 
and ranked among his counsellon. However^ 
Xenopbu) affinns, that Gyms leceived the vah» 
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qdisbed prince vlth great MndnesB ai^ humaidtf 
when he was first presented to him. 

On the reductitoi of Sardis, and the csptiritr 
of their king, the whole country of Lydia sal>> 
mittcd to the conqueror, and continual in sul>- 
jection to the Persian empire till that also was 
o*erthronn by the MacedonianB. 



SECTION V. 

THE LYCIANS. 

'T^HIS country, originE^ly called Mylias, from 
J- the My&B, a people of Crete, and aftep^ 
watd Lycia, &ma Lycus, the son of IHuidion, king 
of Athens, lay between the S6\h and SSth degrees 
<^ north latitude ; being bounded wi the nordi 
by Phrygia Major; on the east by Pannphylia ; 
on the south by the Mediterranean ; and on Uie 
west by Caria> The soil was extremely feitile, 
the water pure, and the air salubiious. 

The principal cities of Lycia were TelmesMis, 
seated on a noted bay in the western limitsj 
Patara, formerly celetnkted for a temple and 
oracle of Ap(rilo ; Myra, the metropofia of 
Lycia when a Roman province ; Olympus a 
l^noas city near the mountain of the same 
Xanthns, Pinara, Cragus, Tloc, and 



■ The Lydans, said by HetrMlotus to have de- 
scended from the Cretans, were once a very 
powerful and wariifce people, and are highly 
commended by ancient historianB for their tem- 
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pennee> and mode of adaunistering jiKtice. Id 
latter t^es they had twenty-three citiee, each of 
which sent deputies to a general assembly, where 
aJImAtterB of importance were ^rly canvassed 
and determined by a majority of votes. Here 
they elected the preudent of the council ; and 
here the officers of each city administered justice^ 
declared war, concluded alliances, made peace, 
Ccc. The countiy was at first divided into seve- 
ral petty kingdoms ; but in process of time it 
became subject to one prince ; Ibr Herodotus in 
eDumerating the kings that contributed toward 
the equipping Xerxes's fleet, mentions but one 
king, of Lycia, by name Cybemiscus> 

This, nation was first subjugated by Cncaiit, 
and afterward by Cyrus. But the courage and 
intrepidity with which the natives of Xanthus 
oi^Kwed the Persian general, merits particular 
notice. Instead of ibilowing the example of 
their neighbours by a voluntary submission, they 
attacked, with a handful of men, the numerouft 
and victorious army of Harpagua, and fought 
with incredible bravery, though under every 
p0B^>le disadvantage. At length, - Ending 
themselv«s overpowered by numbera, they rci 
tired into their city ; set fire to the castle, where 
they had shut up all their femilies and riches ; 
and engaged themselves by a solemn oath to die 
together. They then returned to Ac ei^age- 
iBent, and fought with unabated fiiry till thejr 
were all cut to pieces. 

The Lyduu continued under the govern- 
ment of their own kings, after they were re- 
duced by Cyrus, but paid an annual tribute to 
Persia. Upon the decline of that empire they 
&11 into the hands of the Macedonians ; and 
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after Ae dtath oS Alexander thc^ were goremed 
by the Selcuddz. On the defeat of Antiochus 
tiie Great by the Romans, Lyda was granted to 
the Rhodians, and soon after declared a free 
coontry. However, in the rugn of Claudius, it 
was reduced to a Roman province. 

With respect to the trade and navigation of 
this people, ancient authors are totally ul«)t> 
But their religion, and the generality of thdr 
customs, Were similar to those of the Cretans, 
who will be spoken of in the sequel. They had) 
however, one custom peculiar to themselves, 
for they took th«r names from their mothers in- 
stead of their blhera ; so that if any one were 
questioned concerning his ancestry, he replied, 
by adverting to the female line. Besides, if a 
free-bom woman married a slave, her children 
were entitled to all the privileges of citizens ; 
but, if a man of quality espoused a slave, his chit- 
dren were deemed incapable of enjoying any ho- 
norary or public lucrative employment. 

The succession of the Lyciwi monarchs, and 
the length of their respective reigns, are enve- 
loped with such cloiids of fiction, and interrupt- 
ed by so many chasms, that it is imposnble to 
give any rational aixount of them, {ndeed, 
tiiere are but three kings of all Lycia noticed in 
history, vie. Amisodarus, who is fabled to have 
nourished the monster Chimxra ; Jobates, whb 
gave his daughter in marriage to Pnetus, kmg 
of the Argives, and made a successfiil expeditim 
Bgmnst the Tirynthtans; and Cybemiscus, out 
M the admirals who served in the Persian fleet 
at the time of Xerxes'a expedition against Greece. 
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SECTION VL 
THE CIUCIANS. 

/^ILICIA, now CBraimnia, according to the 
^ Greek writers, derived its name from Cilix^ 
the son of Agenor, who formed a settlement 
in this country. It lay between the 36th and 40th 
degrees of north latitude, and was bounded by 
Mount Amanus on the East ; by Isauria, Cap- 
padocia, and Armenia Minor, on the north ; by 
Famphylia on the west ; and the Mediterranean 
on the south. The whole country was anciently 
divided into Cilicia Aspera, and Cilicia Cam- 
pestrit. In the former were the cities of 
Aphrodisias, so called from Venus, who was 
worshipped there in a magnificent temple ; Na- 
gidus, a Samian colony ; Sarpedon, £mous for 
a noble temple consecrated to Apollo and Dianai 
Sydra, or Sycdra ; Arsione, Animurium, Ce- 
landris, Lephyrium, Seleucia, Lamus, and Phi- 
ladelphia ; and in the latter were Soli, built by 
the Rhodians, destroyed by Tigraoes, Ijng of 
Armenia, and rebuilt by Pompey ; Tarsus, the 
bii-th place of St. Paul, formerly equal to Athens 
and Alexandria for the study of philosophy and 
polite literature ; Anchiale, built by Sardanapa- 
lus ; Anazarbum, seated on the banks of the 
Pyramus, and in the Roman times the metropo' 
lis of Cilicia Secunda ; Issus, &mous !(»■ the 
battle fought in its neighbourhood, between 
Alexander the Great and Darius Codomannus ; 
and Alexandria, built by the Macedonian hcroy 
between Issus and the traits of Ctlida. 
Vol. VIII. D d 
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That part <rf the country called CilicU Cam- 
pestris was one of the most fruitful tracts in Am* ; 
.but the western division was remarkably steril. 
The air in the inland cities was deemed sa- 
lubiious ; but very dangerous on the coast. 

Josephus asserts that this country was first 
peopled by Tarshish, the son of Javan ; and after- 
ward reduced by a colony of Phccnicians under 
the conduct of Ciiix. But, in process of time, 
other colonies from Syria, Greece, and the ad- 
jacent councriesi mingled with them, and intro- 
duced that variety of languages" noticed among 
fhe inhabitants of Cilicia. 

Both Greek and Latin authors represent the 
ancient Cilicians as a rough unpolished l^ce, 
whose treachery, injusUce, and cruelty, were 
proverbial ; and who, in the Roman times, pro- 
cured their subsistence chiefly by piracy. Pre- 
vioudy to their settlement in Cilicia lliey were 
governed by their own princes, and divided into 
two petty kingdoms, called the Theban and the 
Lymeasian ; of which the former was iiilcd by 
the family of Eetion, and the latter by that of 
Evenus. But from their establishment in this 
country to the time of Cyras, -no mention is made 
of their sovereigns ; though they certainly re- 
tained the regal fomi of government till (he 
reign of Artaxerxes Mnemon. On the estinc' 
tion of the Persian einpii-e Cilicia became a Ma- 
cedonian province ; aiier t!ie death of Alexander 
it was governed by the Seieucidx ; and Potnpuy 
annexed it to the Roman empire. On its first 
division, the part called Trachia, was governed 

• The Ciliciai.t in some p".ac.-j used the Gf^i'lt, and in 
others the Syciic tonpue ; hut tlie i'redouiiiwn[ bn^'usge 
was a dialect of the I'erijan. 



11, Google 



CtLICIAMS.- 301 

by )uDgs appointed by the Romans. But in the 
reign of Vespasian ihe whole was formed into a, 
province, and divided into Cilicia Prima, Cilicia 
Secunda, and Isauria. 

Wilh respect to tbe succession of the Cilician 
kings, history affords but a very imperfect ac- 
count. Eelion, king of Thebes, is said to have 
reigned before the migration into Cilicia, and to 
have assisted Priam in the Trojan war. He was 
fetherto the famous Andromache: and perished, 
with his seven sons, in defending his capital from' 
the assault of AchiUes. 

During the same war Evenus reigned in 
Lymessus, and was succeeded by bis sons Mines 
and Epistiopus, who were both slcun by the 
Greeks. Syenncsis tbe first was cmtemporaiy 
with Cyaxarcs, king of Media, and Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of Babylon. Horomedon is no- 
ticed by HeRxlotus, tnit his actiioiis are passed 
over in. silence* Syennesis the second served 
under Xerxes in the invasion of Greece. And 
Syennesis the third was compelled to assist Cynu 
the younger against his brother Artaxerxes> 
He is supposed to have been the last prince who 
Feigned in this country, previous to its reduction 
by Alexander i for no ferthermenlJonis made of 
kings, but only of governors of Cilicia, appointed 
ity the kings of Persia* 
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CELTES AND SCYTHIANS. 



SECTION I. 
THE CELTES. 

THIS nation yielded to none upon the earth 
in point of antiquity, being the descendants 
of Gonier, the eldest son of Japhet: yet, histo- 
rians have been so confounded by the variety of 
their names, exploits, and migrations, that it is 
almost impossible to separate themfram th« 
Scythians, or to give their history yiith say tole- 
rable perspicuity. 

On their migration from Phrygia, the re«- 
dence of their progenitor, they advanced through 
Thrace, Hungary, Oermany, Gaul, and Italy, 
till they had spread themselves to the utmost 
borders of Spain. In this large European tract 
they fixed a boundary between the Scythians 
and themselves ; began to assume the appearance 
of a powei-fiil nation under a regular monarchy ; 
and gave a variety of names to their new pos- 
sessions. Thus those who occupied the banks 
of the Rhine, and advanced thence toward the 
south and west, as fiu- as the Pyrenees and the 
German ocean, gave all that country the name 
of Gallia and Galatia ; those who inhabited 
the more northern regions, above the Euxine 
sea and the north of the Danube, were called 
Cymbrians, and gave the name of Cymbija Ker- 
sonesus to that part of Gennany now called 
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Hdston ; and mefltimi is made of them b^ an- 
dent geographers in ao many parts of Eurtqwi 
that OrteUus imagined the name of CrinV to be 
the proper appellation of that division of the 
globe : and accurdingly drew a map of ancient 
Europe, with this title, " Europam, »ve Celti- 
cam, velerem." The names of Sacks and Titans 
were (mly bestowed on those of Asia Minor ; so 
that Uiey were chiefly known in this part of 
Europe by tlie ejutheta of Celtes and Gauls. 

Previously to their removal from Asia, the 
Celtes had ugnalized their names, and are sup- 
posed to have been governed by their own 
princes. But the records of those early exploits 
are so dark and intncate, that they are totally un- 
worthy of observation ; particulariy as the Asiatic 
conquests did not remain long enough in their 
possession to merit a place in the geography of 
their country. 

Their European territories wem to hare ex- 
tended from the Danube to the ^rthest extre- 
mities of Spain and Portugal, being bounded on 
the south by the Mediterranean, and on the nest 
and north-west by the western and northern 
oceans. It appears improbable that they should 
have penetrated into Sweden, Denmark, and tlie 
other northern regions, till ihey found them- 
selves straitened in the more pleasant climates of 
the south. However, in the time of Julius ■ 
CiEsar, not only they, but the northern islands of 
Britain, Ireland, and even Iceland constituted 
part of the Celtic Gallia. 

So considerable was this nation, even in the 

time of Augustus Cxsar, that it contained no leas 

than sixty great communities, which, according 

ID Stralx^ were distinguished by the names of 

Dda 
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cities or distHcts. "But bow moch gmter ym 
Uteir importance belw* that time may be sti{>- 
posed from that memor^Ie expedition, in the 
Ume of Tarquin the elder, in which Belloresus 
penetrated througl* the Alps at the head of a 
formidable army, and reduced great part of 
Italy, thence called Gallia Cisalpin a. 

The religion of the Cehes was nearly the same 
in substance with that of the Scythians. They 
neither erected temples nor statues : but planted 
spacious groves, which, being open on the top 
and sides, were deemed more suitable for the 
wttrship of an unconfined bdng. They seem to 
have chosen the oak as their &vourite emblem of 
the Deity ; for that tree was always considered 
with peculiar veneration, and many supernatural 
virtues were alttibuted to its wood, leaves, fruit, 
and misletoe. At least, such were ^e actions 
and pi-actices of their immediate descendants. 
But in later ages their simplicity was corrupted 
hy the idolatrous superstitions of other nations ; 
and their princes and heroes soon became the 
objects of blind adoration. All relig^us con- 
cerns were placed in the hands of their curetes, 
since called dniida, and bards, who performed 
sacrifices and all other solemn rites, and instruct- 
ed youth in philosophy, astronomy, and astro- 
logyt together with the doctrines of immortality, 
and the transmigration of the soul. These, 
however, were only taught by oral tradition ; 
being accounted too sacred to be committed to 
writing. 

More common subjects, such as their devo- 
tional hymns, the exploits of their wiimors, and 
their exhortations to the people before a battle, 
were couched in rerse, and sung by them upon 
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pmper occasions. Dtodonis observeB, Aat the 
tarda used to accompaiiy their poetic effusions 
^th iMtnimental munc, and were held in such 
high veneration, that if one of them made his 
appearance whibt two armies were engaged in 
l»ttle, both sides immediately ceased fighting'. 
Indeed, they were 'universally regarded as pro- 
phets of the gods ; and therefore Jt vms deemed 
impious to disobey or neglect their injunctions- 
Many authors have commended their virtue 
and morality ; Aristotle affirms that philosophy 
passed from them to the Greeks ; and Diodorus 
quotes a curious passage out <^ Hecateua, im- 
porting that the druids had certain instruments 
by which' they could draw distant objects nearer, 
and discover seas, mountains, and valleys, in the 
moon— a connncing proof that they must have 
made some great progress in that sort (^ leam- 
ing above all the contemporary nations. How- 
ever, the cruel customs Which they adopted,* in< 
(kiced a Roman historian to call their relig^n an 
impious superstition ; and, as such, it was abo- 
lished by the emperor Claudius. 

They andently led en itinerant kind of hfe, 
carrying thwr families about in lar^ waggons, 
and ranging from place to place in quest of pas- 
ture, conquest, or amusement. Their usual 
food was venison and wild fniits, and their com- 
mon beverage milk, ibr they were then wholly 
inattentive to agriculture ; and when they adopt- 
ed it, in later years, they generally left the ma- 
nagement of it to their wives and slaves. At 
length, however, they begui to build towns and 

* They frequcQCtj pallDted their altan with human Tic- 
tioM, *nd muriered [heir ilaTei or priimm^ of war, ta 
draw an auguij froDthe ttrcBmii^aE dicir bkod 
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dtiea, which they fortified and embclli^ted with- 
walls, towera, and magnificent edifices. Thdr 
thirst of plunder impelled them to many acta of 
crueltyi and their intrepid bravery in war was ' 
equally known and dreaded. Their dress was 
remar^bly neat, and they were usually decorat- 
ed with bracelets, rings, gold chains, and other 
oroamentB. Their arms were bows and arrows, 
darts, Bumiten*, daggers, javelins, and a kind c^ 
bayonets; they had likewise shields and hdmets; 
and as they were divided into several tribes or 
petty kingdoms, their armies were divided in a 
umilar manner in time of war, that the valour 
and merit of each tribe might shine mpre con- 
spicuously. They used, like all other idolatrous 
nations, to consult their priests upon all emer- 
gencies, especially before an engagement. It 
was also their custom to observe the heavens 
upon such occasions, and, if possible, to avcud 
fighting till aft«r the full moon. Their mardal 
laws were set to music, and recited by the youth 
long before they were able to bear arms ; and, 
in short, nothing seems to have been omitted 
that could enfiame them with an insatiable thirst 
of glory, and cherish that warlike temper which 
made them so formidable to the surrounding 
nations. 

Of their ancient trade we can say but little, 
except that Mercury, tlie son of Jupiter, appears 
to have polished them considerably by his laws, 
and the great improvements he made in com- 
merce, of which he was, afterwards, worshipped 
as the patron and protector. Having found an 
iron mine on mount Ida, in Crete, they began to 
forge tools, arms, shields, and armour ; imt how 
far they improved these, and what other arts 
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Ifacy cultivated, can be only guessed iroia their 
inanner of life. However, as their warUfce dis- 
positions did not hinder them from raising 
sumptuous edifices, nor from affecting some gran- 
deur in their equipi^es, furniture, and apparel, it 
is highly probable that auch arts and manufac- 
tures as tended to luxury were encouraged among 
them. 

Their language was the old Celtic or Corne- 
lian, which was formerly used, with some variety 
of dialect, in all parts of Europe; and is still 
spoken in the Highlands of Scotland, and some 
jart of Ireland. The Welsh is also a dialect of 
the same tongue. 

Acmon, the first prince of note of the Gome- 
rian or Titanic race, is supposed (o have beeo 
contemporary with Terah, the &thcr of Abra- 
ham, and to have received divine honours, after 
bis death, in Phrygia, where his name was given 
tia the city of Acmono, and a grove was conse- 
crated to him. 

Upon the demise of Acmon the govemmeat 
devolved on his son Uranus, who mamed his 
own Hster Ge, or the earth, and had by her four 
sons. Many fabulous particulars have been re- 
lated of him by the Greek and other writers, re- 
lative to his skill in magic, astrcdogical predic- 
tions. Sic But his conquests both in Asia and 
Europe were certainly owing to his ambititMi 
Knd policy. The ancients are silent concerning 
the length of ius reign ; but he is said to have 
been d^maed by his eldest son Saturn, and to 
have died in close confinement. 

Saturn, sumamed Chronos, is supposed to have 
been the first who assumed die r^al. dignity ; 
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Ear Jdl his predecesaors had coDtented tbeinBe!ve» 
with the title of princes ; and an, ancient writer 
obfierves, upon the authority of Perecydes, that 
Satum was called Clironos from the circumstance 

of his wearing a diadem. He is also said to have 
taken much pleasure in wearing a red cloak, or 
short coat of the Gallatic dye ; from which came 
also the royal purple so much worn, in succeed- 
ing ages, by monarchs and persons of the highest 
quality. This prince was peculiai'ly successnil in 
his administration and conijuests. But his mtnd 
was continually distracted by guilt and jealousy j 
and the -upprehensions which he entertained of 
his relatives were soon realized ; ifor his Iwother 
Titan seized on his person, and threw him into 
piison ; and his son Jupiter, after rescuing him 
Irom captivity, compelled him to retire into 
Italy, where he was Idndly receive^ by JaiuiSi 
king of the aborigines, and admitted to a parti- 
dpation of the throne. How long he lived after 
this change in his affairs it is impossible to deter- 
minei but he is supposed to have ended his days 
in the island of Sicily, where a tomb is erected to 
his memory. , 

.Jupiter was no sooner established on the. 
throne than his uncle Titan, having formed a 
powerful party, excited a war against him, 
which continued to rage with the most dreadful 
fiiry for the space of ten years, till it terminated 
at length in the total overthrow of Titan and his 
adherents by Jupiter, who went agmnst them in- 
person with a great fleet and army, and gained 
this important victory near the ancient city of 
Tartesa, in Spain. This seems to have been the 
true ori^ of the tabulous war of the Titans or 
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^ants, agunatthe gods, which the poets have stt 
artfuUy intenvoren with fiction, that it is almost 
impossible to discover the truth. 

Jupiter, after the example of his predecessors, 
espoused his own sister Juno. But as he had 
many amorous intrigues with other women, h^ 
was compelled to endure many mortiGcatitns 
from his jealous queen. However, his pleasures 
did not miUtate against the prosperity of his 
subjects ; for he allowed himself proper seasons 
for the administration of justice throughout all 
the provinces of his kingdom j and applied him- 
self with a laudable zeal to the extirpation of 
robbers and banditti, who had long committed 
*he most horrid outrages in the forests of Thes- 
saly, ^laccdonia, and lllyria. Indeed, this step 
was al)solute!y necessary, foi' Jupiter having 
made mount Olympus his chief residence, hia 
subjects could not otherwise have resorted safely 
to his court. 

Ije is said to have divided his kingdom, and 

Elven the western or European part to his uncle 
lis or Pluto, while he kept the Asiatic or eastern 
dinsion for himself. He also bestowed some 
part of Afiica on his nephew Atlas, but having 
afterward conceived some jealousy of him, he 
caused liim to be put to death. This Atlas had 
a veiy beautiful daughter called Maia, whom 
Jupiter married, being unable to obtain her on 
any other condition. 

Some authors have asserted that, in conse- 
<)Hence of the continual sediticms, raised against 
him by his revengeful consort, Jupiter degene- 
rated into a kind of tyrant. But Diodorus 
Siculus, and Ennius, upon the authority of the 
Cretan historians, bestow the warmest encomi- 
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wu on hifl piodeBce, equitj, leaning, stmigA, 
1^ valour. He ^d in the hundred and 
twentieth year of his age, and the sixty-second of 
Jbls leign ; and was buried in the iale of Crete, 
where his monument was shown many age» 
^fierwajvi hy the inhabitants. His son Cres or 
fyet, from whom the island of Crete is supposed 
to have derived its name, was then at the head 
pf the curetes, and performed the last <^ices of 
duty to his faUter, after which he assumed the 
government in that island. 

Theutat or Mercuryi the son of Jupiter and 
Maia, had the western part of the empire assigR- 
ed to him after the death of his uncle Pluto. He 
was peculiarly &med for his skill in magic, 
auguries and philosophy : and universally ad- 
mired for his eloquence, prudence, coura^ and 
activity. He ia said to have travelled into Eg^pti 
for the express purpose of penetrating^ into the 
most mysterious arts and sciences, and on his re- 
turn tai^ht his subjects the art of melting, re- 
fining, casting, and working metals ; and also in- 
structed them in the nature and advantt^^ of 
commerce. He also formed an excellent code of 
laws, caressed tdl foreigners who visited his do- 
mimons, gave the most liberal encouragement 
to the arts and sciences, and wrought so great 
an improvement on his people at lai^e, that his 
niemory was held in the highest veneration even 
in the time of Cxsar, who observes that he had 
statues and altars reared to his honour in evory 
town and vilU^. He reigned, according to the 
Alexandrian chronicle^ thirty-four years, bul^ 
authors differ in opinion respecting his death- 
some suppo»ng that be died peaceably in the 
possession of his kingdom, and others asserting 
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fint he ended his days in Egypt, iriihher he wa» 
compelled to retire finm the enl designs of h» 
brothera. However, tiie former opinion seems 
most reason^e, and receives a conuden^le 
suictitHi&onithecircumatanceof a lat^ tomb 
Btandiog near New Cartlu^ in the time of 
HannUu], which was called the tomb of Mercory 
Theutat. 

Nothing satiabctoiy can be said concerning 
the Idngdom, from the death of tins prince to its 
conquest by the Romans, except that the un- 
irieldiness of so vast an empire caused it to split 
into many petty lungdoms under his successors ; 
and that the intestine divisions which ensued, &• 
dlitated the deugns of a vigilant and warlike 
enemy. • 

On the dismemberment of Iberia, or Spain, 
by the Cartiu^iuans, and the reduction of the 
northern provinces by the Scythians, some 
powerfiil cokmiea of the Celtes or ancient Gome- 
rians returned into Lesser Asia, and having 
seized on several places by force, formed new 
setilements, which they distingui^ed by the 
wmct (rf Galatia, ^rthia, Saccacene, Etc 



THE SCYTHIANS. 

THE prochgious tract of country anciently in- 
habited by this people extended from the 
SSth to the HOth degree of east longitude, and 
was divided into European and Asiatic Scythia) 
induding the two Sarmatias, which lay between, 
and severed the two Scythias from each other. 
Vol. Vm. Ee 
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The AsuOic Scythia comprehended in gHKisI 
Great Tartary and Russia, in Aua ; and, in par- 
ticular, the Scythla beyond Imaus contained the 
regions of Bogdoi and Tanguti ; while that 
witlun Imaus had Mongal and Turkestan, tlie 
Usbak, Kalmuc, and Nagaian Tartars, Siberia, 
Nora Zembia, and the Land of the Samoiedes. 
Samiatia contained Albania, Iberia, and Colchia, 
which now canstilute the Circasuan Tartary, 
and the province of Georgia. 

Scythia, in Europe, contained Muscovy and- 
the Lesser Criro Tartary, in the East ; and Li- 
thuania, Poland, partof Hungary, Transylvania, 
Walachia, Bulgaria, and Moldavia, in the west. 
Sarmatia seems to have extended northward to 
Fmingia, now Finland : this part they divided 
from Northern Geraiany by the Mare Sarmati- 
cum, which they imagined to run up into the 
Northern Ocean, and dividing Lapland into 
two parts, made the western regions of Sweden 
and Norway into an island, and ^'inland into 
another, supposing this also lo be cut off 
from (he continent by the gulf of that name. 

The ancient Scythians, according to Josephus 
and others, who have been styled the " Fathers 
of Nations," were the descendants of Mag<^, 
the second son of Japhetb. In migrating into 
Europe, Corner's posterity turned towanl the 
north-west, and these spread themselves toward 
the north-east into both Scythias, where the an- 
cient Muscovites or Tartarians are disdnguished 
by the name of Moffli, which seems to be a cor- 
ruption of Magagli, the sons of Magog. These 
conjectures are also considerably strengthened 
by the fierce and terrible character which the 
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Scripturea give of Magog, and which is strictly 
applicable to the barbarous Scythians. 

At what period they began to settle them- 
selves under a regular government is now im- 
possible to determine. But it appears that one 
or two tribes at least, viz. the free and royal 
Scythians, were anciently governed by kings, 
and made a more con»derable figure than the 
rest. 

Of their laws we cannot speak with accuracy, 
nor can we suppose them to have been very nu- 
merous, as their justice, temperance, simplicity 
of life, and contempt of riches, seem to have 
almost precluded the necessity of ptiblic rewards 
or punishments. Though inured to labour, 
fierce in battle, and of extraordinary strength, 
they arc said to have mastered their affections so 
well, that they made no other use of rictory than 
to augment their fame. They used to convey 
their femilies from place to place in covered wt^- 
gons, drawn by oxen or horses, and made suffi- 
ciently capacious to contain all their furniture. 
Their numerous flocks were esteemed their 
greatest wealth, as supplying them with whole- 
some beverage and warm apparel. Gold, silver, 
diamonds, and other articles of luxury, were the 
objects of their contempt ; and those virtues 
which the Greeks vainly laboured to attwi by 
learning and philosophy, were constantly practi- 
sed by ihem as the happy consequence of their 
Ignorance of vice. Such a nation, therefore, 
could have wanted but few laws for the security 
of their property, or other political concerns. 
However, they had some, relative to rel^on, 
customs, kc which forbade, under pun' of 
^eath, any innovation io Uie establishment ; and 
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excluded vomcn from the benefit of marriage, 
or men from as^sUn^t the solemn festivals, tiU 
they had rendered themselves worthy, by killing 
an enemy> 

It most, however, be acknowledged, that some 
of the Scythian tribes bore a very diflerent cha- 
racter, and were represented of so fierce an4 
cruel a disposition, as even to feast on the flesh 
of their vanquished enemies. These, however, 
were situated at so great a distance from the go- 
vernment as to be out of the reach of its laws ; 
and as the inclemency of the air in those remote 
regions might probably incite them to cruelty, M 
the diHtance and sterility of their country might 
make them more incafMble of being restrained 
by tbe ordinary regulations of sodetyi 

According to some auccesuons noticed n Us- 
lory, the ScyUuan crown appears to have been 
hepetUtary, but their m<marchB were by do 
means despotic : for they were deposed, and 
sometimes put to death tor any violatiaD of tbe 
cetaUished laws. Whenany oftbtirkb^wen 
confined by indiqwsition, they salt ibr three 
of their most famous prc^hets or soothsayers, 
who commonly asserted that some Scythtaa 
(menticxiing his lume) had pcijured liimself by 
swearing by the royal throne. The acctised 
peraoD, being inmediately seixed, was then 
brought before the king, uid charged with the 
crime of perjury. If he denied the bet, other 
prophets were sent for, who either cwfirmed the 
end^ice, and sentenced the culptit to decai»ta* 
tioD, or otherwise acquitted blm. In the latter 
case a new supply was sent for ; and, if he were 
then absolved by the majori^, his first accusers 
were bound hand and foot, and pbuxd in a cart 
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A remarkable instance of their great respect 
to their monarchs appears in the pompous so^ 
lemnity of their funerals, which were performed 
in the following manner. The royal corpse, 
teing careliilly embalmed with bmlsed cypress, 

, incense, parsley, and anniseed, was placed in a 
chariot, and conveyed from one tribe to another 
-through all parts of the kingdom. In every 
country that received the fiineral procession the 
inbabitanta were compelled to imitate the iviy^ 
Scythians in their moumfiil ceremonies, ' an4 
accompany the hearse to the next province, till it 
reached that part of the Genians which wa* 
the remotest in the kingdom. Here the body 
was deposited in a large square htrfe, upon a bed 
-CiKompassed with spears, and covered with tim- 
ber ; a canopy was then spread over the -monu- 
ment, and the &vourite concubines, head co(^ 
groMn, waiter, and messenger, with some horses, 
were strangled, and deposited beneath it, for the 
service of their deceased sovereign. Sonte golden 
cups, and other necessary utenulo, were also 
(daced in the vacant spaces ; and the earth wu 
thrown upon the whde so as to form a high 
mound or artificial mountain. At the espiiation 
of the year, fifty young Scythians of quality, with 
an equal number of horses, were strangled ; their 
bow^ taken out, and thdr bdlies stuffed with 
«traw ; the bodies of the nten were fastened upon 
their horses by an iron stake, and the horses, 

' thus moimtedjwereset upon semicircularboards, 
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and {d>ccd ai ■ coove^tnt ^stance £rom Mah 
Otfaer round the royal monument. 

Wbeo ft penon of inferior quality died, his 
neMrest relatiTeB cmisihI his body to be embalmed 
and carried in ■ oboriot from house to house 
among his friewjs, who received and feasted tbe 
nouraera in their turns, settmg part of the ban- 
quet beibfe the deceased. Ttus ceremony o<»- 
tinuot fi»ty days, at the exiM^tion of wluich the 
corpse was buried ; the attendants puri&ed tben^ 
selves by the sm<^ oS a fragrant kind trfhei^t- 
need; and the ceremony coochided with hideous 
l>hridu> 

The Scythians worshipped a pdundit^ <rf 
gods and goddesses, among which were Vesta, 
Jupiter, Apia, Aptrilo, Venus, Neptune, and 
Vulcan ; but their fiivourite deity was Mars, ts- 
whom they consecrated their finest groves, and 
reared an altar of protUgious extent in every 
district* Herodotus, speaking of these altars* 
observes, that each o£ them consisted of small 
wood tied up into bundles, and covered three 
stadia of land in length and breadth, though the 
height was not pnqmrdonable. The top, which 
was quadrangular, had three sides perpendiculais 
and the fourth sloping, to render it easy of ac- 
cess. One hundred and fifty loads of &ggots 
were annually brought to eadi altar to supply 
those which had been decayed by the inclemency 
(rf the winter; and on the summit of each<^ 
tbeoe heaps wm erected an M ifon scimiter, as 
dK image, or rather emblem of the deity. Their 
CH^nary sacrificea vreee horses, and all other 
cattle ; with the first fruits of the earth, and [he 
richest spoil rf their enemies. Every hundredth 
prisoner of war was also immolated in the 
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-feUonvuigimitMr : The priest, hiring poured ft 
litwdoD of irine i^khi the captive's h^, cut hU 
throKt, md recdved hi* Uood into a bowl, with 
which he ascended to the top of the altar, and 
waahttd tbe deiljr's aword. The nctim's right 
arm was then cut off dose to the shoulder) and 
thrown up into the air ; but no farther notice 
Waa taken of the body. In the oSering of ani^ 
tml*t either to Mars, or any other idol, tjie same 
rites were {Hactised every where without varia^ 
tioD ; they brought the beast to the altarj bar- 
ing its &m feet tied with a cord, by whidi the 
pcrscHi who offidated as i»iest threw it down* 
Whilst it was filing, he calkd upon the datf 
to whom it was presented, and then strangled it ; 
M BOMi as it was dead, the skin was stripped oC^ 
and the flesh boiled ; and the ceremony coa>- 
duded wldi throwing part of it before the ajtan, 
and distributing the remainder ainoug the jo- 
tarics. Smne of the most valuable spoils of war 
were aauendy sent by a number of Scythiaa 
■rirginB, under a pn^er escort, to the Delphic 
Apfdlo; but the length and dii&culties of the 
journey compelled them to discontinue tlus ptacr 
Ike. 

The wai^ke temper and ex^oits of this pec^ 
were uiuTersally dreaded by tbdr contempora- 
ries i and they ^>pear to have taken the utmost 
caie for the cultivatiai of their martial gemua. 
Thus, they are reported to have drank the blood 
of the first enemy they took captive, and to have 
presented the heads of all whom they killed ia 
battle to their monarch. They used to flay their 
vanqiushed (bes, to stretch, dry, and tan their 
AinSf uid aj^y them to various purposes; such 
•t covering their quivers, or decking their own 
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bodies ; they also frequently bung them at thdr 
horses' bridles, where they served both for na(H 
kins and trophies of victories ; while the skulls 
were converted into drinking cups. 

In consequence of their living; Iree from care 
«uid ambition, and eating plentifully of animal 
food) the ancient Scythians acquired ruddy com- 
•plexions, and became so plethoric, that many of 
them cauterized their arms, shoulders, and 
breasts, in order to draw of all superfluous mois- 
-ture, and prevent their growing too unwieldy. 
-What proviMon they made when absent from 
their flocks and herds, is not easy to determine ;). 
but it is extremely probable that, when they en- 
tered an enemy's country) they seized upon all 
the cattle they could meet with ; and, when that 
^led, they had recourse to a certain composi- 
tion, which they carried about with them -m 
small pieces like pills, one of which would afford 
twfficient nourishment for several days. Pliny 
observes, that they used a simitar expedient with 
their horses, by means of a certain weed, which 
enabled them to travel some days without eatuig 
or drinking. 

Their manufactures consisted chiefly in builds 
ing waggons for their &milies, tanning leather 
for their quivers, bucklers, &c. and fabricating 
thur own weapons. Their mode o£ Uving was 
altogether incompatible with commerce ; and as 
to their learning, they do not seem to have even 
understood writing till they brought it with them 
from Asia, after their twenty-eight years invasioQi 
of that country. • , - 

From sopie instances that occur in the history 
of their kings, they seem to have allowed of po- 
lygamy, and vrere not over strict in their mar- 
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rioges. Plato seems to intimate that they had 
tiieir women in common ; but, if iny such cus- 
tom prevailed, it must have beea confined to tbc- 
more laTiige tribes, for Ae nytl and free Scy- 
thians had wives ; and some of their monarchs 
are expressly said K> have taken them from othcir 
naticms. They were in genera] Tcmai^ably ab- 
stemious, and seem to have abhorred the vice of 
drunkenness. However, a wine feast was kept 
once a year in every district, for those who hact 
i^gnalized their courage in battle ; and another 
'»aa osed at fonerals. Their (node of crouing 
a river was truly ungular ; they bud their sachfi* 
and weapMis upon a skin filled witii coA, aniS 
so wcU sewn, that not a Amp of water coidd 
penetrate it ; they then lud themselves down 
upon it, and, taking htdd of tiieir horse by the 
tul, made him amm to the i^ipoaH/t sboRi 
Tliey were rematkaUe Hx tbe stt«^;th and &d^ 
fity of their frienddiip, wUch they gloried ia 
above all things, and usually coolinned with 
ttie follomng ceremoniea i tbey pottred aosM 
Irine into m earthen vesoel) and mii^ted it with 
iome of theirown blood, which they dnm by • 
sKght induoD from their hands. Thtj then 
dipped the pcnnts of tiieir wc^ions mto the mix> 
tun ; littered aooae dire hMpre ca tion i^idnst tha 
patty who should prove imnulhful ; ai^ havitig 
Mch <tf them lakeD a drau^t of the hqaorv 
desired some of ttw by-standm to pledge' tbemt 
and witness tbrir solemn a^ivemenU A con* 
tract thus ratified, whether c^ private ftiendsh^ 
or public dliance, was deemed ao aacred, that 
th^ thou^t no putiishment severe ctwuKhi 
wther in this life or the next, for thooe by whon 
kihoiddbenobted. 
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Aa they were warm and faitbful in their 
friendship, so were they fierce and vindictire in 
Wvenge. If a Scythian had received an injury 
which he was unable to retaliate, the custom 
was for him to sacrifice a bullock, and roast the 
fleah in small pieces. Then he spread the hide 
upon the ground, and sat upon it, holding his 
hands behind htm, as if they had been tied. 
Upon this signal, all that beheld him came to 
make enquiry respecting his discontent ; and, 
if they favoiirtd his cause, took up a piece of 
meat, and immediately sent him a number of 
men and horses, according to their ability, or 
the Dature of the injury. 

That the Scythians were a Tery populous na-' 
don is well attested by historians! though thrir 
cruet ftnd frequent inroads upon each other 
must have lessened their numbers exceedin^y. 
Their climate, esen;i3e, temperance, and, other 
advantageous circumstances, rendered them 
hardy, prolific, and long-limi ; and,Bicknes» 
was but sehlom experienced by them. Hence 
we are told that many of them grew weary of 
tfae wotid before the approach of death, and 
bastened their exit by throwing themselves from 
an eminence into the sea. An incontrovertible 
proof of their populousneas is the succession of 
colonies which they sent out toward the southern 
parts of the woiid ; and Herodotus mentions » 
vessel capable of containing six hundred am- 
phoras, or, fifty hogsheads, which was formed 
out of the heads of the arrows of a Scythian 
army, in the r»gn of Ariantes. 
. Having thus described the religion, manners, 
and customs of the royal Scythians, we arc ■ un- 
der the necessity of noticing' the more petty. 



:sdi.,Google 



333 

kiagdOnu, as they inhatuted a conuderable paK 
pf Scjthia, and arc supposed to have descended 
either from the same progenitor, or from some 
of Magog's brethren. 

The Sannatians are sud to have been the 
oitspring of the Scythians and Amazons. Hei^ 
Herodotus observes, that the Sarmatian women 
retained the Amazonian temper, and were more 
warlike than the rest of the Scythian females* 
It was chiefly in this province that a virgin was 
unqualified for matrimony till she had killed an 
enemy in battle. 

The Taurians are said to have subsisted chiefly 
by war and rapine, and to have sacrificed all per- . 
»ona that were shipwrecked to a rirgin dcmcoi, 
whom they called Iphjgenia. 

The Neurians observed the customs ot Scy- 
thia ia most particuUrs ; but pretended to a v\t- 
perior skill in magic, and were reported to be 
transformed into wolves for some part of the 
year ; an allegory which prob^ly meant no 
more than their wearing of akins with the fur 
outward during the winter. This province was 
«o dreadfully iniested with serpents, that they 
were at length compelled to leave it, and remove' 
amongst the Budians. 

' The Budi^is were a ptqmlous nation, &med 
for blue eyes and red hair. They built the city 
Gelonus, which had temples and chapels dedi-^ 
cated to the Grecian gods, and was surrounded 
by high walls. After the building of this city, 
the inhabitants applied themselves to tillage and 
horticulture, and were ao much more civilized 
io their manners than the people of the pro- 
nnce, that they seemed to he a distinct race. 
Indeed, many authors suppose that the Gelo- 
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Knas.frem of Graek extracUoiit nd ifaattiicf. 
(n^taUy. beoMoe Uendcd. with the Budiuii, 
itm neigfaboar^ who were of.Sannatian origiiu 
The MelanchiEBeaDS, io denonuQated fram thdr 
i^ectiog to go alwafs iji h\iKk, followed the 
SoTthian custona, except that they fed upon 
human flesh, which the royal Scythians did not ; 
tior> indeed, did smy other tribe use it as cont- 
tiKm food, but only on aome particular occa- 
Mons. 

The last two Scythian tribes worthy notiee 
were the Nomades, who inhabited the country 
on theooitb-west of the Caspian sea ; and the 
Mass^getcs, who redded on the west. The 
Nomades djifered but little from the free Scy- 
thians; they led an itinerant life, and, when 
called to die wars, le^ their tamilies and flocks 
onder the care of shepherds till their return. 
But the Maas^etes appear to have had mmj 
pecuUarities. Their offensive weapons were b- 
hicated of brasa instead of steel, and their de- 
fenMTC armour was richly ornamented with 
gold- When a man attained to old age, which 
was rather determinable by concurring symp- 
tplDS tbui by law, all his relatives assembled 
and sacrificed him, together with a number of 
animals. The flesh of idl the victims was then 
boiled together, and the company sat down to 
their horrid repast. This kind of death, from 
the Twy idea of which human nature revolts, was 
by the Mass^etes accounted the most felicitous, 
because, instead of being deposited in tiie earth, 
they acquired the honour of being sacrificed to 
their deity, and feasted upon by their friends 
and relations. The sun was the only object of 
thnr. adoratiao ; and. to liim, beside human vic- 
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tinisi they oEfered horses, as deemiiiE^ them Ac 
noblest and swiftest of quadrupeds. They seem 
to have been totally ^orant of agriculture, and 
to have subsisted entiKly on fish, milk, and the 
fiesh of their cattle. 

. With respect to the succes»on of the Scythian 
monarchs, ancient records are so extremely baN 
ren, perplexed, and obscure, that it is impossible 
to present a regular history of their reigns, or to 
fix a particular period to any of their actions* 
Such information, however, as is scattered in the 
ivritings of Herodotus, and other more recent 
historians, is collected for the satis&ction qf the 
reader, and the completion of the present ch^>- 
ter. 

. Scythes, the first kbg of thb nation noticed in 
history, is said to have been the offspring of 
Hercules and a monster* But this tale was evi- 
dently invented by the Greeks, to sully the ori- 
gin of the warlike Scythians. 

SagiUuB is reputed to have sent his son, Pa- 
nasagorus, with a powerful body of cavalry, to 
the assistance of Orithya, (^ueen of the Amazons, 
against Theseus, king of Athens ; but, on the 
prince's arrival, the heroines inspii'ed him with 
di^iust, and he left them te the mercy of their 
enemies, by whom they were defeated. 

Madyes wasthe son of Protothyas, a warlike 
prince, under whose conduct the Scythians in- 
vaded Media, and held the greater part of Upper 
Asia in subjection for thespace of twenty-eight 
years. They also made some incursions into the 
land of the Philistines, where they took the city 
of Bethshean from the half tribe of Manasseb, 
and gave it the name of Scythopolis. From 
Itence they marched to Egypt ; but Fsamme- 

VoL. VHI. F f 
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ticus, king of that country, prev^led on them 
to return, and thus sared his dominions from 
plunder and desolation. What became of those 
who survived the massacre mentioned in* -the 
history of the Medes is no where recorded : 
however, it is supposed that many of them sub- 
mitted to Cyaxares ; that others enlisted in th< 
service of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon ; 
and that the grater di^dsion returned into Scy- 
thia, where they found that their wives had 
taken their slaves for husbands, and that those 
slaves were now resolved to obstruct their en- 
trance into their ancient territories. Hereupon 
some skirmishes ensued, and victory seemed to 
hover over the rebels, till, at length, one of the 
Scythian lords observed, that it was incompa- 
tible with their dignity to fight with slaves as 
equals, and therefore urged his companions to 
fall upon them with whips, and other instru- 
ments of chastisement. This advice was im- 
mediately accepted, and attended with complete 
success, for the slavish rebels were stnick with 
such a panic at this unexpected assault, that 
they threw down their arms, and fled with the 
utmost precipitation ; whilst their mistresses 
eluded the resentment of their injured husbands 
by putting themselves to death. After this vic- 
tory over their revolted slaves, the Scythians 
enjoyed a long and uninterrupted peace. 

Tomyris, a Scythian heroine, is said to have 
been demanded in marriage by Cyrus the Great, 
but she, imagining that her kingdom, rather 
than her person, was the object of his desircj 
refused to give an audience to his ambassadors ; 
upon which Cyrus led his army against the Mas- 
■ Vids page 6. 
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sagctes, who were then under her dominion, and 
there lost hialife- However, the whole of this 
story is rejected by the leamed as iniprobabto 
and absurd. 

Jancynis, a haughty and magnanimous piinc^ 
is iamous for the spirited answer which he sent 
to Darius, when the Persian heralds demanded <rf 
him earth and water ; and for the signal victoty 
which he gained over the "Persian army. Thi 
occa^on of this war is variously related; some 
afBrming that the Scythian had incensed Darius, 

.by refusing him his daughter, and others accu»' 
ing Jancynis as being the first t^gressor. How- 
ever, when the heralds made their demand of 
earth and water, in token of subjection, Jancy- 
nis told them, that, as he acknowledged no 
other superior than his progenitor Jupiter, and 

. Veata, queen of the Scythians, he would send k 

,more suitable present to their master, such as 
might probably cause him to repent of his arro- 

.gance. This present was afterwaJ^ sent to Susa, 
consisting of a bird, a mouse, a frog, and five 

• arrows, without any farther appUcation. Darius 
immediately, supposed they were sent in token 
of Bubmisuon ; but Gobrias, who was better 
acquainted with the Scythians, gave a very dif* 
ferent interpretation to the present, viz. that 
the Perrians must not expect to elude the efTects 
of Scythian valour, unless they could fly like 
birds, plunge under water like frogs, or bury 
themselves in the earth like mice. This expl»- 
nadon was soon justified; for the king of Scy- 
thia summoned all the princes of the other 
tribes to join their arms with his against lh« 

^mmon invader of their country. 
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Upon this summons, the kings of the Bndtans, 
Gelonians, Sannatians, Agathyrsians, Andro- 
phages, Neurians, Melanchceoeanst and Tati- 
riatis, assembled in council upon the occasion of 
the war ; but only the three first esteemed it a' 
common cause, and resolred to assist Jancyrus ; 
Ibr the others declared they would remain peace- 
ably at home till some act of hostility on the 
part of Persia convinced them that their liberties 
were in danger. 

To revenge himself on these nations for tlieiP 
"nnexpected reiiisal of as^stance) Jancynis re- 
solved to use his utmost exertions, in order to 
draw the enemy into their country. Accord- 
ingiy, he divided his army into tira cofumns ; 
one of which was to act in conjunction with the 
'Gelonians and Budians under the command of 
Taxads, and the other was comnnanded by him- 
Belf; whilst the Sarmatians were ordered U 
march to the territories of Sct^Msis ; that^ ia 
case the Persians should penetnte that vrayi 
they nught retire to the river Tanais, and upon 
their retiring, harass them as much as posuble* 
Taxads, in the mean time, was to keep a day's 
march behind the enemy, and to lire them with 
&equent skirmishes, in order to draw them into 
the territories of the five neuter nations ; and, if 
that expedient bjled, they were either to return 
home, or adopt such other measures as their 
own prudence might suggest. 

These arrangements bdng made, Jancyrus 
sent out a detachment of his best cavalry, which, 
finding the Persian army encamped about three 
days mareh from the Ister, destroyed all the 
products of the ground,, and then retreateth 
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The Persians ei^rly pursued them as they re^ 
tired still farther back, till they were at length 
drawn into the territories of the Budians, when 
they burnt and demolished all that came in ihdr 
way. On thdr arriral at a great dcsert,'of about 
seven days march, Darius thought proper to 
halt, and accordingly began to build some spa- 
cious towns at equiij distances from each other. 
However, he left this work unfinished, to conti- 
nue his pursuit of the Seeing Scythians, who, by 
degrees, drew him through the territories of all 
the nations who had refused to join in the war, 
and laid waste the country as they retreated, that 
the Persians might be driven to extremities for 
want of food. At length, however, Darius waa 
compelled to retire, with the h>ss of the greatest 
part of his army, and glad to escape with his 
own life, though at the expence of his reputa- 
tion. Indeed, Qiis expedition would have proved 
tr^cal in the extrexie to Persia, if the lonians 
had kept their promise to the Scythians, and de- 
stroyed the bridge which Darius had thrown 
across the Ister ; but they only deceived them 
with an assurance that it should be demoUshed, 
while the Persian army was advancing to repass 
it with all possible expedition. When the Scythi- 
ans found that the invader was gone beyond their 
reach, they loaded the lonians with the most 
opprobrious epithets, and made themselves 
amends for the ravages they had been com- 
pelled to make in their own country, by laying 
waste the country of Thrace as far as die "Hel- 
lespont, and enriching themselves vrith the spcols 
f^the unfortunate inhabitants. 

SauUus is said to have killed Anacharsis, a 

prince of the blood, for preBuming to ititrodu<» 

Ffa 
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. the oodorn^ t^ts <^ tbe mother of tfte godk 
ioto &cjtlua, wluch be bad seen performed 
kiDoag the Greeks. Aoacharwa {midently chose 
Ik private place, covered with a thick wood* Ibr 
tiie cdebraticm cf this new worship ; but, s Scy- 
thian having discovered him) and revealed the 
wb*le matter to his sovereign, SauUus hastened 
to the [dace, and shot him dead upon the spot. 

Aripithes had a numerous prc^cny, but pw^ 
ticuiariy cote son, named Scythes, wboee motbei^ 
a native of Istria, had caused him to be edur 
cated in all the Grecian customs. Aripithes 
being afterwards slun by the treachery of the 
AgathyrsifUis, this aon found means to possess 
faimself of the vacant throne^ 

Scythes, though now possessed of the king* 
^dora, and married to one of his father's wives, 
v/bo was a Soythian wotnan, preferred the Gre- 
dan customs to those of his own country. To 
indulge bimself in them, without ^ving oSence 
to his subiects, he led hb ftwces to the metro- 
polis of the Borysthentaasi which is reported to 
faftve been a colony of bUlesians, and, leaving 
t^m before the [dace, entered it alone. Then, 
causing the gates to be shut, he laid a»de his 
Scythibm dress, and devoted a whole mcmth to 
the enjoyment of the Grecian customs, apparel, 
and worship; but afterward resumed bis oa- 
ttoml hiU>it, and returned to the army- A fre- 
qoent repetition of this practice enflamed hia 
enthusiasm, and induced him to build a suiii|»- 
tuous palace in that city, which be adoroed with 
marble statues of sphinxes, griffins, &c Here 
he resoh-ed to be initiated into the rites of Bac- 
chus ; but, when all things were prepaied for 
^le ceremony, the outward oouttof his new pK- 
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lace #05 demofialKd by thiHxler. This Bccid«tt - 
did Dot deter bim from the pnnecutioa of hiji 
design ; but whilst he was in the nudst of iti ft 
Boryatbenian went ts the Scythians, end ad- 
dressed them thus :— " You frequently upbirtid 
us with celebrating our baccbftuals, because, 
whfn possessed with the god, we leem to lose 
Hie use of our reasoQ : come now, and behold 
your sover^gn celebrating those rites with a 
(liTtDe fury, and convince yourselves, by ocular 
demonstration, that the god has taken full pos- 
session of him." Upon this invitation, some of 
the princtpal Scythiiuis repaired to the cily, 
where they beheld their king from one of the 
towers, perfbmiing bacchanalian orgies with a 
Qumerous choir. 

Overwhelmed with rage and vexation at this 
humiliating spectacle, tbey hastened back to the 
army, and represented the folly of Scythes ja 
such glaring colours, that they unanimously re- 
volted fronk their allegiance, and elected Octai- 
masades to fill the throne instead of his brother. 
On the first intimation of this revolution, Scy- 
thes Bed into Thrace ; and Octamosadcs pur- 
sued him, with a formidable army, as ikr as 
the banks of the Ister. Here Sitalces, king of 
Thrace, marched out against the newly create 
monarch ; but, while both armies were prepar- 
ing ibr an eng^;ement, the latter received it 
message from Sitalces to this efiect. 

« Why should we risk the event of a battle I 
&<m artmy sister's son, and bast my brother in 
tity hands : delLver him up to me ; and I, in re- 
toin, will send thee Scythes: so shall we botii 
avoid the hazard of a defeat." This proposal 
mta readily accepted. Octamaiades surrendered 
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his unde to the Thracian, vho immediately 
drew off his army, and the unfortunate Scythes 
was beheaded. 

Ariantes is said to have ordered all his soldiers 
to appear before him at a set time, and to throw, 
every one, the tip of an arrow into a common 
heap, which amounted to so great a bulk, that 
he caused it lo be melted down and cast into a 
large vessel, asamonumentof the transaction. 

Some other kings of this country are noticed 
by historians ; but, as nothing satisfactory is re- 
corded of their actions, we shall pass them over 
in silence, and hasten to the reign of Atheas, 
nnder whom the Scythians are reported to have 
sustained a very considerable overthrow. This 
prince being engaged in a war with the Istrians, 
implored the assistance of Philip, king of Mac«- 
don, promiiing to make him his heir to the crown 
of Scythia. But the Istrians having precipitately 
quitted the field at the news of this important 
.succour, he senta second message to Philip, as- 
■ertii^ that he had neither craved his assistance, 
nor promised him the Scythian diadem. Philip, 
who was then employed at the siege of Byzan- 
tium,took no other notice of this preposterous 
behaviour, than to request that Atheas would 
remit him some money to defray part of the ex- 
pences of the siege, as he had paid nothing either 
toward the subsistence or reward of the auxili- 
aries who had been sent against the Istrians, in 
compliance with his desire. 

This demand was so reasonable, that Atheas 
was at a loss for an excuse. At length, how- 
ever, he pleaded incapacity, and alleged that 
the inclemency of the climate, and the sterili^ 
of the Boil, scarcely afforded his Scytlfians a su^ 
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fident subustetice without contributing to his 
opulence. Philip, incensed at this replyi re- 
a^ved to retaliate, and accottUngly sent the 
Scythians word that he had made a fow to ere<;t 
a statue to Hercules, at the mouth of the Ister, 
and de»red permissioa to come and set it up. 
Atheaa, suspecdng his (rue design, relumed for 
answer, that if he was desirous c^ performing 
his vow, he might send the statue, which should 
1>c carefullf erected and preserved ; but, if he 
presumed to enter the Scythian territories at the 
bead of an arm^, the atatue should aoMt be 
melted and cast into arrows to be used against 
tumself. Philip paid no attention to these proud 
menaces; and both monarchy being exasperated, 
an obstinftte battle cncued, in which the Scy- 
tUaiu were vanquished ; twenty thousand wo» 
men and children were made prisiMien; and 
twenty thousand mares, with a vast qoaatity tjt 
other cattle, were sent into Macedonia. As « 
proof, however, of the umplicity and poverty 
of the Scythians, it should be c^jserved, that 
nnthcr gold, ulver, nor jewels were found among' 
ttie plunder. From this period, little notice is 
taken of them as a collective nation, though the 
dificrent tribes of which they were composed sig- 
nalized themselves on various fiiture occa^ons, 
as will be seen in its proper place. 
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THE ARMENIANS. 



SECTION I. 
ARMENIA MAJOR. 

THE cold and mountuinous tract called Ap- 
meoia Major, was, accoi'ding to Strabo, 
.bounded on die north, by Iberia and Albania ; 
on the east, by Media ; on the south, by Mount 
Tamils ; and on tlie west, by the mountains 
Paryadres, some Pontic nations, and tlie £lu- 
phratea. The face of the country was ^reeabljr ' 
.diversified with hills and vallies ; but tlie con^ 
wine, and other productions, were extremely bad j 
and the scanty crops, which annually clothed th^ 
fields, .resulted entirely fix>in tlie unwearied itt- 
-diistry and painful labour of the inhabitants. 

The chief cities of Armenia Major were Ar- 
taiiata, the metropolis situated on an elbow of 
tlie river Ara^es, and anciently regarded as inr^ 
pregnable ; Sebastia, on the banks of the Eu- 
phi'ates, at a small distance from Mount Tau,- 
rus ; Tigranoccrta, built by Tigranes, during 
the Mitliridatic war, upon a steep hill, in the 
southern part of Armenia ;" Artagera, where the 
emperor Calus received a wound, which occa- 
sioned his death ; C^arcathlocerta, called, by 
Strabo, the metropolis of Sophene ;■ Chorsa, 
placed, by Ptolemy, on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates i and Theodosiopolis, . a great and 
wealthy city, founded by the emperor Theo- 
dosius. 

* A pTovioce watered by the Euphnte*. 
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With respect to the origin of the andent Ar- 
menians, Herodotus and Steplianus derive them 
from the Phrygians, on account of several Phry- 
gian words thai had crept into their language. 
But Strabo, and the learned Bochart, suppose 
them to have descended from the Syrians, or 
rather consider the Syrians and Armenians aa 
two tribes' of one and the same nation. An opi- 
nion which seems justified by a strong umikrity 
between those nations in manners, language, Etc. 
However, in process of time, they began to form 
matrimonial alliances with foreigners, and tlieir 
commercial connections drew to their country a 
considerable number of Phrygian, Greek and 
Per^an traders. 

Their govemtnent seems to have been monar- 
chical from the niost early periods. Berosus af- 
firms that Scytha was first invested with the re- 
gal dignity, and succeeded by his son Barzanesi 
Pliny, and other authors of respectability, in- 
form us, that, on the demise of Barzanes, the 
country was divided into several petty king- 
doms. And Plutarch mentions one Araxes, 
king of Armenia, who, in a vrar with the Per- 
«ans, sacrifibed the two daughters of a noble- 
man of great disdnction, and was pursued so 
ilose by the incensed parent, that he lost his life 
In attempting to swim over the river, then called 
Helmus, but, ever after, Araxcs. in process 
of time the Armenians were made tributary to 
AstyagSs, king of Media. However, they con- 
tinued to be ruled by their own monarchs j for 
Tigranes and Sabarisj in whom the royal &inily 
of Annenia is said to have been extinguished, 
were the sons of that king, who was afterward 
subdued by. Cyrus. 
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On the ileath of TigruMs and Sabaris, tiits 
country became a province of FersU, and was 
governed by preEectB, till the time of Alexaqder 
die Great. It wa> then reduced by the Mace- 
dooians, and remaned under tlje government of 
ie Selcucida till the reign of Antiochus the 
Great, when Zadiiades and Artaxias seized on 
the countiy, and, adding some of the adjacent 
provinces to it, erected the two kingdoms of Ar- 
menia Major imd Armenia Minw. 

The religion of the Armenians is said to have 
resembled that of the Medes and Persians, with 
■ome trifiing vanatlons* Their prindpal deit7> 
however, was the goddeas Tanais, to whom se- 
vera! magnificent temples were consecrated, and 
in whose presence it was customar]' to prosdtute 
the Armenian virgins. Bans was another idoL 
peculiar to this people, but after what mode he 
was worshipped is uncertain. 

The language of the ancient Armesaana was 
umilar to that of the Syrians ; at least, it is well 
known that they used the Syriac characters. 
The modem Armenians use two languages, the 
vulgar and the learned ; the latter of which is 
only used in divine service. This language is 
said to be very expresMve, and enriched with all 
the terms of religion, and of arts and sciences ; 
—a circumstance, which, if true, shows that the 
Armenians were formerly much more convert 
sant with literature than they are at present. 

No mention is made of any commerce carried 
CHI by the ancient inhabitants of Armenia, though 
the modem are, perhaps, the greatest traders on 
earth. Sha Abbas the Great, lung of Persia, is 
reported to have been the first who encouraged 
them to trade) and planted a colony of Armc' 
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luans at Julpfaa, the famout suburb of IspahaUf 
described by most European travellers. 

During the Tninurity of Antiochusthc Greatf 
Artaxias and Zadriades, governors of Armenia, 
revested irom their allegiance, and caused them- 
KlreB to be proclaimed kings of the pnmnces 
that were under their jurisdictioD. As die troops 
t^ Antiochus were fully employed in another 
quarter, this danng rebellion was crowned with 
extraordinary success ; and such important ac- 
quiuttons were made by the new sovereigns, that 
Armenia, from a small province, soon became 
so considerable a kingdom, that Justin gives it 
the preference in wealth, power, and extent, to 
any other of his time, excepting only that of 
Parthia. 

The conquerora having thus effected their am* 
Intious purpose, by the revolt of Armenia, and 
the successful invasion of the nrighbouring pro- 
vinces, divided their territories into two king- 
doms ; the greater of which was governed by 
Artaxias, under the name of Armenia Major ; 
and the lesser, which lay next to Cilida, began to 
be known, under the dominion of Zadriades, by 
the s^rpellation of Armenia Minor. 

Antiochus was no sooner apprised of these pro- 
ceediiigs than he sent a powerful army afainat 
the usiirpers ; but his attempts were all defeated, 
and he was, at length, compelled to conclude a 
peace, whilst his succeastiil opponents entered 
mto an alliance with Rome, and thus secured 
their new kingdoms to themselves and their de- 
scendants. However, in the reign of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, the army of Artaxias was cut in pie- 
ces, and himself loaded with irons. 

Upon this occasion, they took from the Medes 

Vol. VIIL G g 
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tiie [wonncea of Casjuaoa, Phauoitis, and Baso- 
rD[nda ; from the Iberians, Chtwzena and Gogix- 
rena ; and from the Chalybea and MoasfoiEd, 
Parcneta and Xerxena, which bordered on Ar- 
menia Minor. 

By whom Artaxias vas succeeded it is impos- 
sible to determine ; the Armenitut Ustoiy b^og 
interrupted bj a chasm of seventy jean, which 
passed between the defeat of this prince and die 
reign of Tigranes the Great. Durii^ thia time, 
the Armenians seem to have waged an unsHc- 
cessful war with Parthia ; for Tigranes was de- 
Uvered up, aa a hoBlage, to the Partliiana ; and, 
upon the news of his Other's death, procured his 
liberty, by yielding a considerable portion of his 
kingdom to that victorious people. 
g^ -, Tigranes had scarcely ascended the 

„, ' throne (^ his ancestors when Mithridates 
Eupator persuaded him to engage in a 
confederacy against the Romans, and gave him 
the princess Cleopatra in marriage. Hereupon 
Tigranes sent a powerful army against Cappado- 
cia, which had been recentiy conferred, by the 
Roman senate, on Ariobarzanes ; drove the 
reigning prince from the country ; and bestowed 
the crown upon Ariarathes, Mithridates' son, 
whilst all the booty was reserved for himself. 

Meanwhile the Sjniana, being harassed by 
the perpetual contentions of the Seleucidic, in- 
vited Tigranes to take possession of their coun- 
try. Accordingly he chased out the descendants 
of Seleucus ; compelled Antiochus Pius to cede 
that part of Syria which he possessed, together 
. with great part of Cilicia ; and ascended the 
throne with the unanimous aufirage of the pecqile. 

This new addition of strength enflaming his 
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tOBbitiaiifl spirit with an insatiable tlunt of cod> 
quest, Tignines )ed his Tictoiicns uxay into Ax- 
Eocnia Minor, which he reduced in one cam- 
paign. He then marched against the Anatic 
Gt«ek«, the Adiabeniana, the Gordiana, and the 
A uyrians, compelling the people, wherever he 
came, to acbiowledge him as their sovereign. 
On his return from this expedition, he invaded 
Cappadoda a second time, at the request of 
Mithridates, and Ixwght back into Armenia 
three hundred thousand captives, whom he em- 
ployed to huild a large city, on the place where 
ibt Armenian diadem had been first put upon 
his head, calling it after his own name, Tigra- 



En^Mened by these auccesses, he advanced, 
atlbe bead of a powerful army, i^unst the Par^ 
thians, and, after recovering that portion of his 
don^nions which had been extorted from him by 
way of ransom, added aH Mesopotamia, the fer- 
tile province of Mygdooia, and the important 
city of Nifflbis,to the crown of Armenia. From 
Mesopotamia he marched toward Syria, in or- 
der to quell an insurrection that had been nused 
by the widow of Antiochus Pius ; and afterward 
passed into Phccnice, which, like the neighboor- 
ing countries, was compelled to submit to hia 
resistless arms. 

Thelongand uninterrupted series of victories, 
which rendered the name of Tigranes formidable 
to all the princes of Asia, served to swell his 
own pride, and induce him to regard himself as 
altogether invincible. Accordingly he assumed 
the haughty title of" King of Kings;" com> 
pelled many sovereigns to wait upon him in the 
capacity of menial servants, and issued out oiv 
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den that all foreigners, addressii^ him upon 
public affiiirs, should stand before the tbroiie 
with their hands clasped leather, in acknow- 
let^lDient of absolute vassalage. 

Mitiiridates, having fled from Pontus to the 
court of his son-in-law, in consequence of ■ a w^ 
naJ victory obtained by the Romana, and aa 
alarming defection among his own troops, met 
with a very coM reception, Tigranes re6i«i^ 
eitJier to see or acknowledge him for a relation. 
However, he received a prtMnise <^ pergonal 
protection, and was allowed a table and retinue 
suitable to his quality. Shortly after his arrival, 
Lucultus sent Appius Clauduis to demand htm 
of Tigmnes ; and, in case of refusal, to threaten 
Armenia with immediate war. Ti^THnes, hav- 
ii^ granted an audience to the ambassador, 
observed, that he had not himself approved of 
Mithridates's proceedings ; but added, that all. 
the world would condemn him if he delivered so 
tKar a relation into the hands of his enemies ; 
and therefore he was resolved to protect him la. 
his adverse fortune. Having dismissed Appius 
with this answer, the kii^ caused ZarbienuSi 
prince of the Gordians, to be put to death, for 
entering into a private alliance mth the Romans; 
and sent Mithridates back into Fontus with a 
numerous body of cavalry, in order to make a 
diversion, by ndung disturfaances inUiat coun- 
try. 

Lucullus, hearing of the king's resolution, 
advanced toward Armenia, at the head of two 
le^onsand three thiHisand horsey whilst Sor- 
natius remained at Pontus with ux thousand 
men, to frustrate the designs of Mithridates. 
Having passed tlie Euphrates without (^tpor 
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tidon, aad entered tbc enemy's countty, he sent 
out two detachmenia, one to beuege a atf, 
vhere the royal conculunes and considerable 
treaauFcs were kept ; the other, under the com- 
mand of Sextilias, to block up Tignnocerta, in 
hopes of tlrawing the king to an eogagement. 
But Tigranes, having put to death the scout 
who first itifonDed him of the enemy's arrival, 
marched his troops to Mount Taurus, which he 
«ppoiBted for the place of general rendezvous. 

Upon the first repoK of this movement, Lu- 
culhis dispatched Munena in pursuit of the king, 
who, being attacked in a disadvantageous pos^ 
was compelled to save himself by a [wecipitate 
flight, whilst his forces were totally routed, and 
his baggage, carriages, bx. became an easy prey 
to Munena. Sextilius was attended with similw 
-success against a large body of Atabiana, who 
were marching to jtnn the Annenian army. 
However, Tigranes vras soon rrinforced by the 
GonUan^ Medes, Adiabenians, Afoans, Iberi- 
ans, and other neighbouring nations, who, under 
the opijlion that Lucullus deigned to ransack 
their country, and pillage their wealthy temples, 
unanimously took up arms i^ainst the invaders. 

Lucullus was so fitr from being daunted by 
the formidable appearance of the king's forces, 
who had now increased to twenty thousand arch- 
ers and slingers, fifty-five thousand cavalry, a 
hundred and fifty thousand foot, and thirty-five 
thousand pioneers, that he immediately advanced 
to join Sextilius in the siege of Tigranocerta, for 
tbt express purpose of oempdling the enemy to 
hazard a battle. The result was answerable to 
his expectations ; for Tigranes, hanng held a 
council of war, rea(dved to relieve hia metiopo- 
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Ill before the Ronuuu coidd lecdTe any freak 
■ui^ties. 

Pursuant to this resolutioii, while Lucullus 
(knd Sextiliuo were buuiy employed io prep&ring 
to storm the tnty, the royal army ajqieared oa 
the ae^hbouring hills, and were welcomed with 
reiterated accIanuUioas, by the gomson and in- 
habitants of Tigronocena, the hills and dide* 
echoing on all sides, victory 1 victory ! Lucul- 
lus perceiving, by the enemy's motions, that 
they designed to give him bettle, left Munma 
mth sis. thousand in&ntiy to carry cm the siege, 
and -maiched himself with ten thousiuid foot, and 
about a thousand horse, to meet the confederates* 
Whilst he was pieparing to ford a river, which 
parted the two camps, in order to CMnmenee the 
attack, one of his t^cera reminded him that the 
day was marked, in the calendar, as unlucky, 
the Romans hanng been defeated on thst very 
day by the Cimbtians. But Lucullus replied, 
without any emotion, " It is, therefore, our in- 
dispensable duty to behave with superior gal- 
lantry, that so dismal a day may henceforth be- 
come a day of public rejoicing." 

Having passed the river without opposition, 
Lucullus charged the enemy with such vigour 
and intrepidity, that their right wing was broken 
at the first attack, and the fionuws, who had 
dreaded the great disparity of numbers, were so 
animated by the example of tlwir leader, that 
they threw themselves, with irreustiUe fiiry, 
vpoa the astonished Armenians, and soon routed 
them vnth great slaughter. Tig^snea quitted 
the field in the very beginning Qf the engage- 
ment i and, having resigned his crown and royal 
robes to his son, whom he met by accident, took 
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rcBige, with K Bmidl body of canliy, inoneof 
bis canleft. The young prince delivered tbe 
roytl ensignB to a trusty friend ; but he being 
taken by tbe Romans, they fell into the hands 
c^Lucullua. Such were the inequality of num- 
bers, and extmordinaiy exertiona of tbe Romana ' 
upon this occaaian, that ^^ochus, the philoso- 
{dier} says, the sun never beheld the like ; and 
IJvy observes, that the oonquerors did not 
eqiul the twentieth part of the vanquished. Plu- 
tarch infonns ut, that, on tbe side of Tigranes, 
a hundred thousand infantry were slun, and but 
iewofthecavalFyesaqKid; whereas, oftheRo- 
mwB, five men only were killed, and a hundred 
wounded. Tbia account, however, is probably 
ex^^nrted, as the Romw troqm i^ not ex- 
ceed eighteen thousand. 

Lucullus, having obtained this important vic- 
tory, marched back from the ficU of battle to 
llgranocerta, which he entered, by the tt«a- 
ch«y of some Greek meticenaries, and despoiled 
of such immense treasures, as enabled him to 
cany (HI the war without any iiirther expence 
oa the part of his republic 

In tlie mean time, Mitfaridatea, having heard 
of his son-in-law's disaster, hastened to his relief 
and encouraged him to renew the war. Accord- 
ingly, new forces were levied with all possible 
cxpediti^ and fonnidable preparations were 
made against the hitherto successful invaders. 
But these exettioas were rendered abortive by 
the rigihnce of the Romsns, who, in the very 
first cngagemeBt. routed tbe confederate army, 
pursued them all nigbt with great slaugbtert 
took their chief officm captive, and enriched 
themselvca with an immense booty. 
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Finding it impmcticable to reduce the city oC 
Artaxata, where Tigranes had left his vlii: Bad 
cbitdren, with the greatest part of his treasures, 
LuculIuB marched into the fertile prarince of 
Mfgdania, »aA, after acune tnonths, obtained 
poBseamon of the cit^ Nis^MS, wbete he put bU 
soMiera into vinter quarters. 

Earlf in the IbUowii^ spring, he prepared to 
take the field i^iainst Mithridates and Tigranea* 
iriio had again infaded Cap^adocia. But the 
legioiis poffitively refiised to fidlow turn, and 
thus competed him to rennm inactive, while 
the confederates phindered the albes of the Ro- 
man people, and recovered, in great part, the 
countries which had been lately wrested from 
them. About the same time, a patty was form* 
ed against him at Rome, and a decree passed, 
whereby he was enjoined to resign the command 
•f the army to Pompey. 

Whilst Lucullus set out an his journey to 
Rome, and Pompey assumed the management 
of the war, young Tigranes, prince of Armenia, 
took up arms against his &ther, and, with the 
assistance of Pbraates, king of E^rthla, cont- 
pelled him to retire to the fastnesses of the 
mountains. But, on the departure of Phiaatea 
the rebels were defeated with great slaughter, 
and their leader went over to Pompey. 

Pursuant to the adrice of this unnatural 
prince, Pompey led his forces against Artaxatn, 
where Tigranes the elder then resided. Butthe 
king was so dispirited, by a long series of mi»- 
fbrtunes, that, instead of preparing for the de- 
fence of the city, he resolved to put himself into 
the Roman's hsiods. Accordingly, he set oat 
for the enemyls camp, and was met, at some 
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distance, by b detachment of cavalry, sent from 
the army to C5c<>rt him. As he entered the works, 
tiro of Pompey's lictors informed him he must 
diunount, no person being allowed to enter a 
Roman camp on horsebadk. Tigranes rea^y 
(]uitted his horse, and, unbuckling his sword, 
detivered it into their hands. As soon as Pom- 
pey appeared, he laid aside his diadem, and 
threw himself at his feet ; but the Romsn gene- 
ral raised him from that humiliating posture, put 
the crown again upon his head, and conducted 
haa to his t^it. 

Next day Tigrancn was restored by the con- 
queror, to the kingdom of Armenia with the 
greatest part of Mesopotamia ; and his son was 
invested with the goremment of the provincea 
of Gordyuie and Sophene : but the treasure* 
that were kept in the latter were adjudged, to 
lus &ther, to enable him to pay a fine of ux 
thousand talents, which Pompey had imposed 
on him, for committing' unprovoked hostilities 
against the Romans. Tigraues, tiie younger, 
bong thus disappointed in his avariuous desire, 
endeavoured to make his escape, and afterward 
aobcited the inbat»tants of Sophene to withhold 
the royal treasures. Pompey was so highly in- 
censed at these intrigues, that he caused him to 
be put in chains, and soon after sent him prisoner 

Tigranes the elder, being restored to his pa- 
ternal kingdom, cheerfully yielded the provinces 
of Syria, Cilida, and Cappadocia, to the Ro- 
mans, and made such large presents to Pompey, 
and all the crflicers of his anny, as gained him 
the title of an ally of the Roman republic tfe 
afterward waged an unsuccessfiil war with the 
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Parthians, and voutd have been driven from Ws 
throne, had not Pompey interposed, and medi- 
Bted a peace. Impressed with gratitude for 
this and various other important services, he 
considered himself bound to maintain a strict 
friendship with the Romans ; insomuch, that he 
not only refused to succour Mtthridates, after 
he had been defeated by Pompey, near Motmt 
Btelle, but even offered a considerable reward 
to any one who should put him to death. The 
latter part of his reign was disturbed by ttae 
rebellion of his second son, Sariastcr ; but the 
revolt was soon crushed by the interference of 
the Romans, and Tigranes died peaceably in the 
dghty-fifth year of his age, leaving the crown of 
Armenia to his son Artuasdes. 

Artuasdes had no sooner assumed the 
« '*■"* '*^ government, than he projected 
the subjugation of Media, in consequoiGe 
of a private grudge which he bore to Artavaa- 
des, king of that country ; but, aa he was un- 
able to accomplish this deugn without some 
powerfiil assistance, he advised Marc Antony, 
as he was marching against the Parthians, to 
invade Media, offering to conduct him thither 
in person, and to assist him with all his fiuces. 
Antony readily embraced this proposal ; but 
the Armenian, being privately recondled to 
-Artavasdes, led the Roman army a k«ig way 
about, over such steep mountains, and throu^ 
such bad roads, that they were necessitated to 
leave most of their baggage and wariike en- ' 
gines behind. However, this treachery was no 
sooner discovered, than Artuasdes was loaded 
with chiuns, stripped of his treasures, and re- 
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served to grace tbe triiimidi <tf Marc Antmy at 
AlexandriEu 
g f. Upon tbe first rqxtrt of the king's cap- 
it. ti^ltyi the Armeniana placed their crown 
on the head of his eldest son, Artaxiaa ; 
ixit be was defeated in a pitched battle by the Ro- 
mans, and compelled to take shelter among the 
Psrthiansi Here, however, he raised a ibrmida- 
ble party of adherents, with whose assistance he 
recovered his paternal kingdom ; but he did not 
loiig enjoy the regal dignity ; being driven frcon 
the throne by Archelaus, Idng of Cappadoci% 
and Clau^us Tiberius Nero, afterwards empenx' 
of Rome. 

Tiberius, having dethroned this prince, bes- 
towed the sovereignty uptMi TigraneS) a younger 
brother, placing the diadem on his head with his 
own hand, and honouring him with the title of a 
friend of the Roman people. However, he had 
not loi^ held the sceptre, be&re Tiberius accused 
him of holding a private correGpcmdence with the 
enemies of the republic, and caused him to be 
put to death. He is g«ud to have been succeeded 
by his sons ; but, as the Armeman kings were 
now mere deputies of tbe Roman governors, no- 
■tiling worthy notice is recorded of their reigns- 
After the demise of Tigraoes and his sons, the 
Armenian crown was conferred, by Augustus, 
upon Artuasdes, supposed by some writers to 
have been the son of Artaxias the second ; but 
the Armenians retused to submit to his authori- 
ty, and called in Phraates, chusing to live in si^ 
jection to ^e Parthians, rather than to the Ro- 
mans. However, on the approach of a Roman 
army under the command of Caius, Phraates 
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retired into Ids own country, and Artuaadea was 
restored to the throne 

On the death of Artuasdes, Tigranes seot an 
embassy to Augustus, begging of him the king- 
dom of Armenia. As his letter was written in 
the most modest style, Augustus accepted bis 
presents, and enjoined him to wut upon Caius, 
who was at that time in Syria. But Tigranes, 
trusting rather to his swoni than the emperor's 
benevdence, raised a numerous body of tnxqis, 
and made himself master of great part of Arme- 
nia. CtuuH, however, marched toward him with 
such rapidity, and acted with such vigilance, that 
he was soon expelled, and a Mede, called Ario- 
barzanes was, at the request of the Armenians, 
invested with the government. 

Ariobarzanes performed nothing worthy no- 
tice. He was succeeded by Vonones, whom the 
Armenians elected to the regal dignity, afl«r he 
had been driven from the kingdom of Farthia, 
which Ai^ustus had bestowed upon him. Vo- 
nones was soon compelled to relinquish his new 
dominions to Orodes, son of ArtalMnuB, king td* 
Parthia. Orodes was, shortly after, vanquished 
by Germanicus, and obliged to abandon the 
crown to Zeno, the son of Polemon, king of Pon- 
tus, who, after his accession, was called Artaxias. 
This prince enjoyed the government peaceably 
during sixteen years, and was succeeded by Ar- 
saces, whom his fether Artabanus sent to invade 
Armenia. Arsaces made himself master of the 
kingdom, but he was assassinated, in the first 
year of his reign, by his own servants ; and the 
Parthians being agun chased from the country, 
Tiberius bestowed the crown upon Mitfaridatei 
Iberus. 
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This piioce tud scared^ aacendcd die tlirone, 
hc&m ArtabuniB invaded Armenia the third 
. time, and reduced a coQuderable part of it, io 
<^n defiance to the menaces of Tiberius ; but 
on his attentpting to penetrate into Syria, the 
governor of that province niahed upon him with 
a powerlid army, and compelled him not only 
to cb4ck his progress, but to abandon his 
new conquests. On the death of Tiberius, ftli* 
thridates Iberus was sent in chains to Rome, b^ 
order of Caligula, and there kept prisoner, till 
Claudius obtained the empire, and set him at 
liberty. During the captivity of Mithridates> 
the Fsrthians had adzed on ntost of the for- 
tresses in Armenia ; but these vrerc soon reco- 
vered, with the assistance of the Romans, and 
Mithridates was again put in possessiim of the 
throne. 

The some ill Ibrtiine, which had persecuted 
Mithridates on his first accesaiui, stiU pursued 
him with unrelenting fury, and embittered all 
his pleasures ; for wlulst be triumphed over his 
avowed enemies, and congratulated himself <at 
bis emancipation &om a galling confinement, 
his own brother, Pharasmenes, semt his soo, at 
the head of a powerful army, to invade Armc- 
lua, under pretence that Afithridates had dis- 
suaded the Romans &om assisting him against 
the Albanians. 

This unexpected irruption, together with the 
defection of several Armenian nobles, excited so 
strong an alarm in the bteast of the king, that 
he shut himself up in the cE^tle of Gomeas, 
which had been always considered impregnable, 
and was defended by a Roman garrison. How- 
ever, the unfortunate mtmarch was betrayed by 
' Vol.. VUI. H h 
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die governor into the hands of his iniquitous ne- 
phew, Rhadamistus, who, after soletnniaing a 
treaty of friendship with the moat sacred oaths 
and sacriBceSf caused hitn to be put to death,* 
togedier with his unoffending children. 
- EhadamistuB, ha?ing by this ne&rious actirai, 
cut c^ the whole family of MithndaixS) took 
possesion of the throne of Annenia : but he 
WBs not permitted to enjoy the regal dignity with- 
out distuibance ; for Tirid&tes,t resdving to as- 
sert the ancient right of his fetnily to the usurp- 
ed kingdom, marched at the head of a powertiil 
array, into Armenia ; made himself master of 
Artaxata, Tigranoc«rta, and aome other places 
of importance ; and compelled the regicide to 
retire to the extremity of the country. How- 
cTcr, the severity of the weather, and a great 
scardty of provi^ons, compelled the Parthians 
to abandon thdr enterprise, and, consequently, 
enaUed Rhadamitfus to recover his abdicated 
territoties. 

The spirit of disaffection, which most of 
the Armenians had shown at the approach of 
Tiridates, enflamed Rfaadamistus with the most 
ungovernable fory, and induced him to commit 
many acts of tyranny upon his return. Here- 
upon a number of consfMUlors provided them- 
selves with arms, secured the body guards, and 
invested the palace, with a design to revenge the 



* RtadiuiiiituB, bafing ■worn thic his 
live any injur 
on, caused tjie unhappy king and his consort Co b« 
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prnscd (0 death. Their young children also under 
tbc HDie fate, because they bewailed the misfarlune ot 
ibeir {HTEDt*. 
f Tiridtte* wa» hrother to Vologoei, king o! PAitbio. 
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fcte of d>e unhappy Mkhridates ; but both the 
usurper, and his wife Zenobia, made their esciqw 
on horseback. Zenobia bdn^ pregnant, and 
fiitdii^ herself tinable to keep up with her hu^ 
band, earneatl]^ entreated him to delirer ber, bf 
an honourable death, from the horrors <^ c^ 
tivity. At first he embraced her with ereat len- 
demess, and encouraged her to sustain the bi- 
tigue of flight a little longer ; but, at length, per> 
cciving that she was ready to boat, and dreadiog 
lest she might &11 into the hands of the enemy, 
he wounded her desperately with his scimitar; 
threw her body into the Araxes ; and punned 
bis flight with all possible speed dll he arrived at 
Iberia. In the mean time, some shepherds, find' 
ing the queen's body floating near the shore, with 
manifest ugns of life, and presuming, from her 
appearance that she was a person of considerable 
rank, bound up her wound, and carried her to 
Artaxata ; whence she wa* sent to Tiodates, wh» 
received her with all the respect due to her situa- 
tion and nusfbrtuneb 

' Shortly after this transaction, Rhadamistus 
veturaed to Armenia, at the head of a powerfid 
tx)dy of Iberians ; but was again driven out by 
the ParthianE. However, that people being 
obliged to return home, on account of some dfr< 
mesuc diasen^ous, Armenia was the fourth time 
invaded by the restless usurper ; and, in the 
same year, recovered by Tiridates. At length 
the Armeiuans, being continudly harassed, and 
kept in astate of perpetual alarm, sent an em- 
bassy to Rome, complaining of their unhaj^y 
situation, and entreating the emperor Nero to 
give them a king, under whose protection they 
might enjoy the bles^ngs of peace. Hereupon 
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afBun of AnnNW, and, earijr in the foHowin^ 
■prifig, invaded the countiy ; but could not 
draw Tiridatas to an engagement, though hia 
army was more numerous than that of the Ro- 
loaiM. He therebre divided his forces, orderitw 
his serend lieuCenanta to &U at oDce upon dif- 
ferent quarters, and directing king Antiochus 
to attack that part which bordered on tus domi- 
UDDS. Phansmenes, king of Iberia, having 
caused his son Rhadamistua to be put to death, 
and tlien^y freed hinuelf from aU dread of in- 
testine commotions, tan^d such tracts of Ar- 
mmia as lay contiguous to his kingdom ; and 
the Insechians pouesscd themselves of several 
fartresaes, whence they continually infested such 
aa adhered to the Partfaians. 

Tiridates, being thus racompassed on, every 
Hde, sent ambassadors to expoatulate vrilh Cor- 
bulo on the injustice of drivii^htm from a king>- 
dam which had Icmg been enjoyed by his an- 
cestors. He also proposed an interview with 
die Rooian general ; but these measures proving 
o£ no avail, the enemy carried on his deugna with- 
floch extraordinary violence and success, that, 
in a short time, the Ibrt of Volandum, with three 
csatka of importance, were takenby storm ; the 
city of Artaxata was tiksed to the gtound ; the 
imiiabitants of Tigcuiocerta threw open their 
gates to the victorious army ; and the whole 
country was completely subdued. 

UptHithe reduction of Armenia, Nero be- 
stowed the sovereignty upon Tigraoes,* who, 

* Thia Tinanei vtn the uin of Aleunder (who wu pat 
to death tij his father Herod the Great,} aad of Glaphira, 
daughter (^Archclaus, king of Cappadocla. 
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trf a hostage, was entirely devoted to the Roman 
interest, and assumed no more power than if be 
had been one o( their deputies. Several parts 
of Annenia were bestowed on the neighbourinj- 
kihgs, as a reward for their services against Tiri- 
dates and the Parthians ; and a guard of a ihou- 
jjand legtonary soldiers, three cohorts, and two 
bodies of cavalry, were bestowed upon the new 
monarch, to support him in the maintenance of 
Ids authority* 

Meamriiile Vtdogeses, having sent an unsuo* 
•cessful embassy to Rome on behalf of his bro-^ 
fher, made a peace with the Hyrcafhians, and 
tnarched,at thehead of a formidable army, to- 
vard Syiia ; bnt, finding the banks of the Eu- 
phrates carefully guard^ by Gorbulo, he aban- 
doned the design of invading that province, and 
turned all his efforts upon Armenia, whither C»- 
'Sennius Psctus bad marched with two legions to' 
the aswstance of Tigranes. Here he besieged 
the Romans in dieir winter quarters, till PxtuSf 
dreading the conseijuence of redstance, agreed 
to deliver up all the Armenian stores and fbiC 
tresses, and actually withdrew his forces into 
Cappadocia. 

After this transaction, Vologeses sent ambas- 
sadors to Corbnio, desiring him to withdraw his 
garrisons from the banks of the Euphrates, and 
let the river remain, as formeriy, the conunot^ 
boundary to both empires. This request be- 
ing granted, on condition that all the Parthian 
garriscHi should evacuate Armenia, the inhabi- 
lants of the long-contested country were left t» 
iheir own disposal, for Tigranes died soon aficr 
Ihe iavasion of the Parthians. 
U h 2 
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■ Eariy in the cnsuiog spring) however, Cotiiuto 
assembled all his forces, and infused sijch terror, 
by his approach, into the breasts of the Arme- 
uans, thkt Tiritktes deemed it ikdvisable to re- 
quest a cesaatioD of anas, and to t^point a coo- 
fcrence with the Roman general. These pto- 
posalB being accepted, Tii'idates expressed bis 
wish of compromising ajl differences by treaty^ 
rather than by force of arms, and coas«ited to 
travel to Rome, in order to recdve the aavK- 
reignty from the hands of Cxsar. Accordingly, 
he resigned the diadem before Nero's statue, 
ofiered sacritices according to the custom of the 
Romans, and set out for the emperor's metro- 
polis, where he was recured with the utmost 
magnificence, and entertiuned at the expence of 
»x thousand pounds aday. 

On the day appoint^ for the inauguration* 
Nero appeared at the rostra, uttit^ in a cunile 
chair, attired with a ^leodid habit, and sur- 
iQunded by his guards, with their ensigns dis- 
played, and their colours flying. Tiridates, ap- 
proaching the emperor's seat, prostrated him- 
self on the ground ; but Nero immediately 
raised, and honoured him with a kiss. He then 
preferred his petidoo concerning the kingdom of 
Armenia, and received the diadem from the 
hands of the emperor, who now conducted him 
to the theatre, placed him at his right hand, and 
entertained him with incredible magnificence- . 
At length, Tiridates took leave of his bene&c- 
tor, and retnmed to his own kingd<Hn, having 
received nearly eight hundred thousand pounds 
to defray the expences of his journey ; and ob- 
tained permission to empfoy such Roman buil- 
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4era and artificcTB or be thought fit to rebtuld 
tiie city of Artaxata. 

From this period Titidates continued in strict 
alliance with the Romans, who assisted him in 
T^>elling the Albuii, whose success against the 
king of the Medes ptrnnpted them to inrade 
Armenia at the head of a numen>us army. He 
enjoyed the regal dignity nine years after his re- 
turn fi<Dm Rome, and was succeeded by several 
(trinces, who held the crown as homagers to the 
Rcmian empire. 

In the reign of Tr^an the andent kingdom of 
Armenia was reduced to the form of a province ; 
tot it soon recovered its liberty, and was govern- 
cdby its own kings in the reign of Constantine 
Ihe Great. Shortly after the accession of Justin 
the second, it was c(»iquered by the Saracens, 
and held under tb«r ^miuion till the Turks 
possessed themselves of this country, and gave 
it the name of Turcomania. The Armenians 
diook off the yoke, whikt their conquerors were 
employed in the invaskai of Persia, and elected 
katgs of their own, by whom they were governed 
till they were again subdued by Occadan, first 
Cham of the Tartars. Neither does thb c<m- 
qoest appear to have extirpated the race of Ar- 
menian kings, for mention is made of one Hai- 
ihoa, -suniEtfued the Armenian, who reigned 
some time after, and went in person to treat mth 
Mongo, the great Cham of Tartaty, oouceniing 
the affairs of his kingdom ; and in the English 
chronicles we read of Leo, king of Armenia, 
who vi^ted the oourt-of Richard the second, for 
the purpose of imploring asustance ^tinst the 
TuAs, by whom he had been driven U'om the 
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thKoe. UssanCa9saiMS,sacceedngtodiebnrfnr 
of' Permit] the year Urz of the Christian kt», 
made ArmeHta a province of that cmjrire ; in 
which state it contmued till the year I $33, wh«» 
Selim the second annexed it to the Tuifcish 4o- 
Ttdtaaaa, 



ARMENIA MINOR. 

THIS country, vhkh before the rcTOlt (tf 
Zadriades and Arta^das, conttituted part 
vFCappadocia, ma bounded on the east by the 
Euphrates, sepanting it from Armenia t/lAJtx } 
on the BUith by Mount Taurus, parting it front 
CUicia ; and <Hi the west and north by a laa^ 
chain of mountains, called in different places 
Mons Sa)rdMcus, Amanus and Antitaunis Ssnor' 
ing the frontiers toward Cappadocia. 

In the time of the Romans, Armenia Minor 
■iras divided into four provinces, viz. Laviana, 
Mariana, Aravena, and Meliteae, each of which 
contained several «tieB ; but those of chief note 
were Melitene, situated in the province of that 
name, and the metropolis of the kingdom ; 
Gamace, a strong and well fortified town, men- 
tioned by Tacitus ; and Nicopolis, built by 
pompey, in commemoration of a »gnal victory 
obtained over Tigranea the Great. The descrip- 
tion of the Armenians in the former section is 
strictly ^plicable to the inhi^itants of Armenia 
Minor ; and the face of the country is much the 
same, euiepting the valleys, which are crowned 
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DHbgn^tMBBdc^Tes equal inqmlttyto thoM 
of Greece. 

Zadriades, having raised himself to the gnn- 
ieur and authority of a moDBTch, at we have al- 
ready shown in the history of Armeffia Majcv, 
mainlained Iiis usurped iKinoura by forming a 
strict fiance with the Romaq Republic. His 
descendants held the kingdom till the reign of 
Tigranes,* the firat king of Armenia Major, by 
whom Artanes, the last mde of this race, was 
slain in battle. Tigranes being expelled from 
this country by the Romans, Pranpcy bestowed 
the crown upon Dejotarus,t tettarchof Galatia, 
-for his remarkable attachment to the republic, 
and his emioerU services, during the Mithridatic 
war. 

Dejotarus proved extremely serviceable to Ci- 
cero in the Cicilian war, his troops being ecca*. 
tomed to the Roman exercise. In the ctril wav 
he espoused the cause . of Fompey, and acted 
with uncommon bravery at the battle of Phar^ 
aalia ; but whilst he was fighting on behalf of 
his friend, his own territtnies were invaded and 
overHTun by Fhatnaces, king of Pontus. How- 
ever, Julius Cksst, having gcnemusly pardoned 
hiB warm-Jiearted opponent^ chased the invaders 

* Ai na mention ia made of the intcnne<iiate Ungt, it ii 
probable they performed DothiBg worthy of recar£ 

^ Thii pnoce lived on tenna of the atricteit iotimicy 
irith SfUa, LucuUds, Pompey, Moreua, Cicero. Cato, aaa 
Bnitua I and alwayi expreraed bo atraordinan a seal for 
the welfare of the Roman scsate and people. Chat Fompcy 
wed to ny, of alt their irienda Dejolinu waa the moat 
heirtj, of all thev alliet the tnoiC lincere, and the only 
«ue OB whom they could place an entuv depandancc 
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outofAnnenia Minor, and restored him^ h» 
throne. 

. Some time after this traDSftcGon, Dejotarua 
was accus^ at Rome, oF counting agaiobt the 
lifeof Cxsar, but he was cleared by Cicero, who 
made an oration upon tbe occasion, and deli* 
vered it atCzaar's house. Tbe vile calumniator 
wasjio other than the king's son-in-law, who was. 
doomed to expiate his crime by death, and his 
castle was utterly demoliahcd. 

Upon the death of Cxsar, Dejotarus sent a 
body of troops to the assistance of Brutus, but 
tbe commander, Amyntas, marched directly to 
Antony's camp, as if he had been ordered thi- 
ther by the kin^. Accordingly when Brutus 
was defeated) Dejotarus was permitted to retaia 
bis kingdom : and the tetrarchy of Galatia, afler 
hia deatli, was bestowed upon Amyntas. This 
piince is said to haye enjoyed a i-emarkably long 
reign, and is suf^wsed, by some authors, to have 
survived his son. 

OejotartiB the Second, reigned conjunctly with 
his father, and appears to have been equally zea- 
lous for the Roman interest, having been edu- 
cated by Cato, and enjoying the unreserved 
IHendship of Cicero, who committed his two 
sons to his care during the Cilician war. 

On the demise of this prince, his family being" 
ex^ct, the kingdom was given first to Artu- 
asdes, king of Media, and afterward to Polemon, 
king of Pontus. After this period it was suc- 
cessively governed by Archelaus of Cappadocia ; 
Cotys, of Bosporus ; Aristobulus, great grand- 
son to Herod the Great, and Tigranea his near 
relatiMi : but the last of these dying witluNit 
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UMK, Armenia Minor was reduced to the fbrm 
of a Roman province, and continued in that state 
till it was autijecled, on the diviwoD of the em- 
|Hre, to the emperors of the ELast. On the dfr- 
cUne of their power -k was successfijlly invaded 
hy the Persians ; and at lei^lh became a prey to 
the Turks, who have given it the naine of Ge* 
■ech, and sti]l retain it in their potsesuon. 
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CAPPADOCXANS. 



CAEPADOCIA^ pnperl}' n c^cd, is tabu 
Mod betmcn the tfaiitjr-aghth and Sattfu 
first degrees of north latitude, being bounded by 
Pontus on the north, by the Euphrates and part 
of Armenia Minor on the east, b^ Laamia on 
the south, and by Galatia on the west. It pro- 
dac«s excellent vrincs, and sevenil sorts of fniit ; 
aho CTTstal, jaqier, alabaater, and onyx ati»e> 
laandenttimcsit abounded with mines of nlver, 
brass, and iron ; and was peculiariy bmous for 
an excellmt breed of horses.' 

The prindpai towns in Cappododa, noticed 
by ancient histoiians, are Muaca or ^uidua, 
the mctropoUs, called afterwards Cxsarea, in ho* 
Bour of Augustus; Comana, called Comona 
Cs|il)adoda, to distinguish it Irom another dty 
of the aame name in Pontus ; Nyssa, in Chris- 
tiap times, the see of Gregory Nysseniu, bro- 
Aer to SL Basil ; Archelais, so denominated 
from one ot the Cappodocian kings ; Cabtata^ 
menti<»ed by Cicero in his elegant epistles ; and 
Pternun) famous £>r the victory of Cypnis, which 
was attended with the destruction of the Lydian 
monarchy. 

The early ages of this naticui are Teiled by such 
impcMtiable clouds, duu it is impoaaiUe to speak 
of them with any degree of confidence. How- 
ever, it appear* extremely profane that the 
country was peopled by the descendants of T(h 
giumah, the last sm o£ Gomcr. In later times 
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it was subject to the croim of Lydia, end, after 
the defeat of Cnesus, passed into the hands ot 
the Persians, who bestowed it on Phamaces for 
ao act of extraordinary bravery. On the itrutn 
tion of the Macedoniana it was changed into the 
fenn of a pivvince ; but Ariarathes III. con- 
trived to ninslate himself in the sovereignty, 
which he transmitted to his posterity. On the 
extinction of the royal &mily of Pharsacea, 
Ariobaizanes was ^cted to &11 the throne, and 
was succeeded by two of his sons; but on their 
demise, a person was invested with the govern- 
ment, who, having incurred the displeasure of 
Tiberius, brought destruction upon himself^ and 
had the mortificatirai to see his kingdom reduced 
to a Roman province. 

The religicMi of the ancient Cappadociana 
seems to have been much the same with that of 
the Perwans. They had, however, magnificent 
temples consecrated to Bellona, Apolto Catanius, 
Ju^Hter, and Diana Persica ; and the fiuies oi 
Diana at Oio^xiliS) and of Anias in Zela, were 
regarded by them with the most profound vene- 
ration. In the latter were tendered all oaths, in 
matters of great impculance, and the chief 
anuwg the priests was no ways inferior in richer 
power, or mgnity, to any in the kingdom. 

Of th«r lavrs no system is extant, nor can we 
speak with accuracy of their commerce ; but as 
they carried on a considerable trade in horses, it 
U probable they supphed the neighbouring na- 
tions with the other valuable commodities of 
their country. ^ 

The first king of Cappadoda noticed by his- 
torians is Phamaces, trtio received the diadem, 
together with the princess Atossa, for having 

Vol. VIII. I i 
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MTed Cyrus the Great from a Furious lion, whi<Ji 
attacked him in hunting. Xenophon speaks of 
this personage under the name of Aribzus, and 
affirms that he perished in an unsuccessful war 
a^nst the H^rcaniens. 

Of the succeeding monarchs little worthy iu>- 
tice is recorded, till the accession of Ariarathes 
VI>, who was sumamed Philopator, from the 
filial affection he evinced toward his father. 
This prince took the most prudent steps for the 
preservadiffl of his hereditary dignities, by form- 
mg a strict alliance with Rome, and warmly es- 
pousing the cause of justice. He restored Mi. 
throbarzanes, prince of Armenia Mioor, to his 
father's kingdom, without any inierested de- 
sign ; and had, by that generous act, nearly in- 
volved himself in a war with the Armenians. 
However, the impending danger was warded off 
by the mediation of the Roman legates ; and 
the Cappadocian expressed his gratitude, by pre- 
BCDting the senate with a crown of gold, and a 
vcduntary tender of future services. 

Ariatathes having refused to accept the hand 
of the princess of fSyria, as offered by Qeiae. 
irius Sotcr, found himself invaded by a farmi> 
dable aimy, under the command of Demetrius, 
and one Orophemes, who pretended to be the 
lawful heir of Cappadocia. Eumenes, king of 
I'ergamus, immediately marched to the relirfof 
the alarmed prince ; but the confederate armies 
were oveithrown witli gi'cat slaughter, and Ari- 
amtlies was compelled to abandon his kingdom. 
However, before the conclubion of the year, At- 
tains, brother to the king of Peigantus, chased 
Uie usurper from the throne, and restored Ai> 
arathes to his former, station. 
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UpotitheespulaionofOrophemes,the _ „ 
king Bent to demand of die Prienians four , ^^^ 
hundred talents, itMeh that rebel had de- 
pouted in their city, and on their refuwng to de- 
Btct them up, he entered th«r territories with 
fire and sword, expecting to terrify them into 
compliancew Bnt the Prienians resolutely refiis* 
cd to betray their trust, and at length found 
means to restore the sum to its rightfiil owner, 
though they were reduced to the utmost extre- 
mities by the closeness and vigour of the siege. 
To revenge this affront, AriaratheS threatened to 
destroy thnr nam* and residence. But, being 
enjoined by the Romans to raise the siege, h« 
drew off his forces, and marched into Syria, 
where be joined Alexander Epiphanes, and (^ 
tained a decisive victory over IJcmetrius Soter. 

Some years after this event, he as»sted the 
Komans in a war against Ariatonicus, and wag 
slain in the same battle which proved &lal to 
P. CrasEus, proconsul of Asia, and the Roman ar- 
my. He left six sons by his queen Laodice, oq 
whom the Romans bestowed Cilicia and Lycao- 
nia. Laodice, dreading the authority of these 
children, dispatched five of them by ptnson, and 
designed to exterminate the family, but the 
youngest was happily conveyed beyond the reach 
of her unnatural crudty. This monster of ini- 
quity was soon afterwards put to death by the ex- 
asperated Cappadocians : and the young printic 
was invested with his paternal crown. 

Shortly after his elevation to the throne of bis 
ancestors, Ariarathes VIL espoused Laodice, 
daughter to Mithridates the Great, in hopes of 
forming a power^ alliance against his compe- 
titor, the king of Bithynia. But Mithridate^ 



11, Google 



S64 CAITASQClJUtSV 

aUke regatdless of friendship and nfBni^, caused 
him to be pmaaaed, and then seized die cfowd, 
under preteoce of defen^i^ the Cftppadocians 
from the uuiTpation of Nicomedes, till the chil- 
dren of Ariarathes should be in a cMtditioni to ms- 
sume the reins of goTemmeot. This artifice 
iras, attended with ix>inplete success, and tbe 
Cappodocians espressed their thanks to the king 
of Pontus for hia ftiendly interference. But, oa 
his refusing to give up the kingdom to tlie law* 
fal heir, they unanimously rose in arms, drove 
out all his gjuristms, and placed thdr sceptre in 
the hands of Anarathes VIII. the eldest son of 
their deceased monarch. 

The young king had scarcely assumed tlie in- - 
ugnia of myaity, befcre be found himself eiv- 
gaged in a war with the king of fiithynia ; and 
Mithtidates, by Bmaster-Btr^eofpolicy,'maTch- 
ed to the relief of hia nepfaew. However, he 
aooa afterward £iund a pretence to quarrel widi 
him, and nccor^ngly led a numerous anny into 
his dominions, but, perceiving that Ariarathea 
was prepared for his reception, he determined to 
gain that by trcadiery to which his force was nn- 
equa), and actually assassinated Uae unsuspecting 
piince at a conference in ught of both armies* 
This ne&rioua action overwhelmed the Cappado- 
cians with such dismay, that they immediately 
dispersed in the utmost disorder, and gave the 
murderer an opporturaty of securing tl^ king- 
dom. However, be did not long enjoy his ac- 
qmaition, for the Cappadocians, unable to bear 
the excessive tyranny of his prefects, shook off 
the dishonourable yoke, and recalled the king's 
brother, who had retired into the pronnce of 
Asia. 
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Ariatathes Uie IXth was scarcely pradaimed) 
before Mithridates marched a formidable unaf 
into his dominions, defeated him with a dread- 
fbi slaughter, and compelled him to abaDdon- his 
lawful inheritance. This unjust proceeding toc^ 
such effect upon the spirits of Ariarathes, that 
he soon after died of grief; and his crown was 
bestowed upon the son of Mithridates, a boy of 
tight yean old^ At this juncture Nicamedes 
ralopalor raised up a pretender to the throne 
oi Cai^Mdocia, and took such artful measures, 
for the accomplishment of his design, that the Ro- 
man senate were deceiTed, and assured the im- 
postor of their warmest jwotecdon. But Mith- 
nd&tes having discovered the pdot to the Ko- 
mans, both C^padocia and Pat^ilagonia »ere 
declared Jree. Asj however, the Cappadocians 
would oot consent to the idmlition of royalty, 
^e senate gave them permisKontochooseakii^ 
of tlieir own nation ; and an election ensued, in 
whi ch the puUic choice fell on Ariobaraanes, an 
appTOved end steady fiiend of the Roman re- 
public 

TheBewJy dected nUKiarch was soon attacked' 
by Tigranes, king of Armenia Major, who de- 
feated his forces, and chased him from the 
. throne. But, having ei^aged the Romans to es- 
pouse his cause, he sum returned with Sylla, and 
took possession of his dominions. Twice after 
this event was Tignmes dispossessed, and twice 
restored by the senate. At length, being ad- 
vanced in years, and foligued with the cares <£ 
government, heresigned the crown to his son, 
Ariobarzanes, in prcsetxx of Pompey, and de- 
voted the remainder of his life to domestic ease. 
Ariobarzanes 11. approved himself vmrthjr, 
lis 
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on lA occsnioiis, af the friondBhip of Rome ', and 
iaatdd to have rendered wme importaot ser- 
vicea to Cicero, wMbl he was foouinil <^ Ch 
liua. He wu deprived of )us kingdom bf 
\, king of PcBtUft, but reatoFed by tl^ 
B of Jiriiui CmB^^f uid hononred viA 



fused to take up amn OD behalf of Casakis and 
KntuSjWho, tbovfece, ioTaAwl hia dominioiUf 
Old cttoMd Inm to be put to death> 

Of Ariobananes III. brother of the deceased- 
king, we have no paiticular account, eaicept tbst 
be w«s deprived of his kingidom and li& by 
Marc Antony, and succeeded by Archelaua, the 
aon of Glaphyra.* 

In Ae crril trar ' betvreen Ai^ustas and An- 
tony, Archelanseapouacd Uie Cause of the latter; 
but at the inteReaaion c^ fats subjects he yns pa^ 
doned by the victor, and recetved into fevour 
by Herod the Great, Idng of Judea. However, 
in the reign of Ttberius, he was summoned to 
appear before the senate, and was there accused 
of such heinous crimes,! that he fell « victim to 
Knconquend)le grief, and his )ungd«m was re- 
duced to the form of a Roman province, 

" GlaplijTaii rtprcKnted as a woman of ntrsordrnary 
beauty, Wofa liceociDiii dilution, who, haviiiK iiign- 
tiated benclf into the fiToui ef Anconj, obcaisod ttK kiD£- 
dom of Cafipadocia ibr her ion. 

t It (tcnis that ihc crimes laid to Lis charge were mere 
fiaioniinveniedby Tiberiu*, who had conceived an im- 

K cable hatred against him for hii behaTiour during the 
erf tTalni Cxsir, the prcnrmpiive heiroftkc entire. 
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*nPH£ city of Pergafmn having hedO already 
■■*• noticed as belonging to Mysia, it ia oidf 
nqtuiite to add, at ithis place, the bistoiy.of tfaa 
PargaaiBn monarchs, -who made a conudersble 
figure «n»iig the priacea of Alia, and prored 
msiittady acrviceable to the Romani in sU their 
Aaiatic wat«. 

The fbooder of the kingdom of PergO:- _ „ 
mits vwi PhilMssruSi^ a Fapbl^eoiiHi eu- ,'g j_ ' 
nucfa, of racati dosccBt, who Beized on the 
caaSeof PergaiiMn, w4uch had been conunitted 
to hia care, by Lynmachus, king of Thrace, 
and appropriated die royal traaaires, there depcn 
a^ed, tohisownuse. With the aaaiataBce cj a 
Dwnermu body of merccnariea, he kept posBca- 
aion of hia new territory till the dghtieth year of 
hia age, when he died, and left the gorerament 
to his fatother. 

Sumenes had no aoooer obtained the nipresoc 
authority, than be resolved to make use of the 
disseaaions that prevailed among the Seleucidx, 
and, acGonlingly, made himself master of a con- 
aiderahle part of A»ia. However, he did not 
toog enjoy the fruits of his conquest, for he 
died, soon after his chief rictory, of immode- 
rate drinking, in the twenty-second yeiv of his 
wngn. 

UpiCHi the demise of Euinenes, Atfahn ^ ^ 
the First succeeded to the sovewagiJty, ^^ 
and aaaumcd the name of king, which 
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does not seem to have been used by hU predccei- 
■ore. He not only refused to pay «ny tribute to 
the Gauls, but, in the very beginDU^ of his 
reign, definted them in a pitched batde, aod 
chased them ignomintou^y-from his territories* 
This succcfts embddened him to lead his forces 
into the Asiatic ]Mt>Vinces on this side Mount 
Taurus, which he subdued with little difficulty. 
But be was sood driven from these acquiutions 
by Seleucus, and his grandfitther Achzus, irtto 
stripped him of all his dominions, and ckwe^ 
invested his metropolis. From this dilemma- 
Attalus extricated tumself, by conoliuing tbe- 
friendship of the Gauls, who had setded in 
Thrace ; and, after Koovering all tlie cities and 
provinces which hod been recuitly wrested from 
him, he led his troops into Iwtia ; prevailed oa 
the inhalutants of Cuma Smyrna and Phoc»i 
to submit to his authority ; received the std>- 
missioiu of the Teians, Colophonians, and Cap* 
senes ; and advanced to the banks of the Me^s- 
tu3, where he recured submissive or congratu- 
latory embasues irom all the ndghbouring na- 
tions. Here, the Gauls refusing topursue their 
inarch, on account of an eclipse of the mooo, 
his progress was impeded, and he was compel, 
led to return to Pergamus, where he received 
die Roman legate, Levins, with extraordinary 
magnificence, and formed an alliance with the 
Npubtic, which liilly secured him in all his 
possessions. He espoused the cause of Rome 
with uncommon wgour against Philip of Mace- 
don, and died of an apoplexy, which seized him 
at Thebes, in Bteotia, whilst he was haranguing 
the people upon the necessity of uniting with the 
Romans against thut ambitious monarch. In 
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the midst of tus ditcourse, he fell down, speech' 
less ; but, on the recovery of hia senses, he rc< 
quested to be carried, by ko, to FergamuS) 
where he expred ahorUy after his anivsl, in the 
seventy-KcMid year of his age, and the forty- 
third of his reign. He was a generous patron 
of literature and learned men ; and is said to 
have sentenced the grammarian, Daphidas, ta 
be thrown headlong from a rock, for speaking 
disrespectfully c^ Homer. He also applied him- 
self to literary punuitsj and wrote sereral books, 
which are occauonally quoted by Stiabo, Phnj) 
and Artemidonis. 

This pnnce was succeeded by his eldest ^ _ 
aon, Eumenes, who renewed the alliance j'-g ' 
his lather had nude with Rome, and em- 
braced every opportunity c^ signalizing tumself 
<mbehalfof that republic. He declined accept- 
ing the daughter of Antiodius the Great in maiw 
riage, and sent an embassy to acquaint the senate 
with all the motions of that amtntioua potentate. 
He afterward assisted the Romans with his own 
troops and vessels, and aerved as commander oa 
board the Roman fieet, in cmicert with C. limu 
Salinator, in which capacity he acquired great 
credit, by his prudent conduct and determined 
bravery. 

Whilst the king was tiius employed in the sei^ 
Tice of the Romans ^road, his own afiairs wers 
thrown into confusion by the contrivance <d' 
Aniiochus, who invaded his territories, and even 
sent his son Seleucus to lay siege to his capitak 
However, on the return of Eumenes, the invader 
was obliged to retreat with the utnM>st preci[H- 
tation ; and, being soon a^erwerd defeated at 
the battle of Magneua, was c«npdlcd to pay 



11, Google 



370 pncAKiANS. 

finr hundred talents, and & certain qusntity of 
corn, to the king; of Per^mus, for the loMeshe 
bad Biutuned during the war. 

Eumcnes, baring received, as a remuncnition 
from the Romans, all the countries <hi this mde 
Moont Taurus, wluch foimerlj' beltmged to An- 
tjochiu, with some other provinceB between the 
mountain and the River Meander, was aooa 
obliged to implore their assistance agwist Pm- 
ttas, king of Bithfoia, who, m concert with 
Hannibaj, invaded his dominions, and defeated 
him in a naval engagement, with ccifMtden>ble 
loss. The Romans readily undertook to espouse 
the cause of their f^thful ally, and ambassadon 
were immediately sent out to e%ct a mediation 
betweanthe contending roonarchs. Their ge- 
nerous puipose was soon effected, and Prusiu 
even consented to deliver up Hannibal to the 
Romans ; but that general, perceiving his dan- 
ger, had recourse to a deleterious potion, and 
thus eluded the Airy of his enemies. 

Eumenes being happily delivered from his ap- 
prehensions on this account, and having obtained 
a decisive victory over Phamaces, king of Pon- 
tUB, and the Asiatic Gauls, who had invaded 
•ome part of his territories, entered into an alti- 
ance with Antiochus, prince of Syria, (whonL 
Heliodorus withheld from his hereditary digni- 
ties,) and placed him on the thrcMie of bis ances- 
tors. About tlie same time, ambassadors were 
sent to Rome, in order to complain of Eumenes, 
for makii^ frequent inroads into their continen- 
tal territories : but, as the king himself vi»ted 
Rome at the same time, to give the senate some- 
important information respecting Perses, kinff 
of Macedon, and aa the Rhodians had offended 
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the Romans, by conveying Lao£ce, the daugh- 
ter of Seleucus, to her husband Perses, their ht- 
Binuations were totally disregarded, whilst £u- 
meiKs was loaded with honours and presents. 

As the king was returning to his own country, 
two aaaassina, sent by Perses, laid wait for him 
among the mountains, and, on his near approach, 
rolled down two great stones, one of which 
wounded him dangerously in the head, and the 
other in the shoulder. He was immediately car- 
ried, in a state of insensibility, aa board of ship, 
and conveyed to £gina, where he w&s cured of 
his wounds witli such secrecy, that the report of 
his death' was spread over all parts of Asia, and 
implicitly credited at Rome. 

Attalus, the king's brother, relying on tlie 
truth of the general report, not only assumed 
the sovereignty of Pergamus, but also married 
Stratonice, his brother's wife. But when he 
heard that Eumenes was alive, and advancing 
toward bis capital, he laid aside the en^gns of 
royalty, and went out to 'meet him, as one 
of the guards. The king, who was fully ac- 
qutunted with eseiy circumstance that had trans- 
^Hred during his absence, embmced both him 
and Stratonice with unfeigned tenderness ; but 
whispered in his brother's ear, " Do not again 
be in haste to marry my queen till you are certi- 
fied of my death." From this, period he was 
never known to upbraid his wife or brother with 
their rash conduct, but always treated them with 
ihe wannest affection. The news of his recove- 
ry occauoned universal reJMcings at Bome : am- 
bassadors were sent to ctxigratulate him on his 
return to Pergamus j and a powerful confede- 
racy was immediately 'Ruined, to revei^ the 
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base and treacherous conduct (^ the kingof M«- 

Upon the first mtelUgence that the Romam 
had declared war agaiDst Feraes, Eutnroes sailed 
to Cbalcif^ in fiteoda, and thence inarched into 
Thessal}', where he joined the consul, Liciniu«t 
yrith a body of four thousand infantryt and one 
thousand t^valry. The war was carried on ivith 
various success during the remainder.of the jeart 
and, early in the following; spring, the city of 
Casaandrea was invested both by sea and land< 
However, the fbrtificatlons proved superior to 
the attack i and the fortressea of Toron and De- 
metrius were likewise assaulted in vain. The ill 
success of these operations seems to have damp- 
ed the ardour of the king of Pergamus ; for, on 
finding it impossible to reduce Demetrius, he re- 
turned home, and positively refused to leave 
some troops of Gaulish cavalry for the service of 
the Roman consul. 

Eumenes had no sooner withdrawn his army, 
than Perses sent an ambassador, with offers of 
fiiendstup and alliance, to his court ; reminding 
him that no real amity could exist between a king 
and a republic ; and warning him to elude the 
&te of Philip and Amiochus, who had fallen be- 
neath the ambitious Romans. Eumenes replied, 
that he entertained no greater apprehensiwis of 
Rome than of Ferses ; but he was willing to 
stand neuter &r the conudetation of a thoiusnd 
talents ; and, for fifteen hundred more, he would 
persuade tlie Romans to hearken to proposals of 
peaco. Perses promised to advance the stipu- 
lated sum ; but, as he refused to pay it before 
the ratification of a peace, the cwiference was 
broken off, and a messenger was dispatched to in- 
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form the Roman cimiguI that the negociations 
between Pergamus and Macedon related entirely 
-to the redemption of prisoners. 

The tril of disguise thrown over these proceed- 
ings was soon drawn aude, by the jealousy of 
the Romans ; and the sendte were so highly in- 
censed against Eumenes, that they encouraged 
his brother, Attains, to request the kingdom for 
himself; sad, afterward, enacted a law, whereby 
thelung was preventedfi<om entering their capital. 

Alarmed at this extraordinary behaviour, Eu- 
mmies sent his two brothers, Attalus and Athe- 
ncus, to plead his cause at Rome. Accordingly, 
they presented themselves before the conscript 
bthers, and were received with every mark of 
distinction : but thdr kind exertions proved un- 
availing ; and, shortly after their departure, C 
, Sulpitius Callus was sent, as a legate, into Ada, 
where he received all accusations and complaints 
i^inst Eumenes, and promised to avenge the 
wrongs of the injured parties, as if he had been 
commissioned to insult the king. Attalus again 
undertook to |dead for his broiher ; but the se- 
nate remuned inflexible, and seemed obstinately 
bent upon bis destruction. However, their de- 
dgns were frustrated by a fit of sickness, which 
put a period to the king's life, in the thirty-ninth 
ycarcf his itaga. 

Attahu'luidnosooneTtakenpossessian „ 
of the throne, than he found himself en- j./ 
gaged in a war with Pnisias, king of Bi- 

* Eumoici Idt a son Tiy hia quccD Strstonlce. But u 
he, hang in infiuic, wu incapable of governing the king- 
iom, thekiagput hubrothra Auahuin prcMni poaemoa 
of theovwn, reterviog the next (uccewioB to the young 
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thynia, who invadeil his dominionB, overdrew 
his forces in a lutched battle, and made himself 
master of the royal city of Pergamus. Cora- 
missioners were inunediately sent from Italy to 
terminate the diflerenccsof the contending kings ; 
but Prusias, alike reg;ardlesB of their persua^ons 
and remonstninces, continued the war for the 
space of three years ; and then, under pretence 
of a public conference, drew up hia tnxq>s in 
such a manner as to cut off both Attalus -and 
the Romans. This ne&uious project, however, 
was rendered abortive ; and, after the most so- 
lemn denunciations of vengeance from the justly 
offended senate, the ambitjous Bithynian was 
compelled to accept of peace, oa the mortilying 
conditions of giving Attalus twenty ships ; of 
paying five hundred talents within the space of 
twenty years ; of resigning all his new acqui^- 
tions ; and of paying a hundred talents, by way 
of reparation, to the Methynmeans and other na- 
tions^ for the injuties they had sustained during 
the war. 

Some time after the ratification of this treaty, 
Prusias hoped, by the interest of his son Nico- 
medes, who resided at Rome, to obtain the re- 
mission of the fine which he hadbeen condemned 
to pay for the space of twenty years. Accord- 
ingly, he sent one Menas, a Bithynian noU&. 
man, to Rome, in quality of ambassador, with 
instructions to make use of Nicomedes's interest 
on his behalf ; and, in case that proved unsuc- 
cessful, to murder the prince, of whose extraor- 
dinary reputation among the Romans he begun 
to be jealous. To &cilitate this nefarious pro- 
ject, he commanded two thousand soldiers to 
embark <nth his envoy. But Menas, findingthe 
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senate obstinately determined on lefudng bis 
suit, and dreading to attempt the life of a person 
so universally beloved as Nicomedea, divulged 
his secret orders, and placed himself under the 
protection of the prince, who, with the assistance 
of Attalus, made war upcxi his fiitber, chased 
him &om the thnHie, and, finally, caused him ts 
be put to death. 

Soon after this transaction, Attains assisted 
the Romans against Andricus, an impostor, who 
claimed the throne of Macedon : but, on the 
termination of the war, he returned to Perga- 
inus, and abandoned himself entirely to luxury 
And indolence ; whilst Philopcemen, one of his 
ministers, p}vemefi bo^ the king and kingdom 
at his own pleasure. At length, the death of At- 
talus afFected a more dreadfiil change in the pub- 
lic aiTairs, and the crown devolved on the son f^ 
Eumenes. 

Attalus 111. had scarcely assumed the „ _ 
reins of government, when he began to j,^ 
exhibit that cruel and tyrannical dispou- 
tion which proved the scoui^ of his people, and 
has stamped indelible inlamy- on his character. 
His nearest relatives and faithful friends were in- 
humanly murdered, upon the most ridiculous 
pretences ; the oldest and most judidous states- 
men were cut off, with their wives and families, 
by hired assassins ; and the whole kingdom was 
literally filled with carnage and desolation. The 
guilty king wasthentormented with all thehorrors 
of remorse ; his murdered relations perpetually 
haunted his imagination ; and, in a fit of deep 
melancholy, he sequestered himself from man- 
kind; clothing himself with mean apparel, neg- 
lecting his hair and beard, and cultivating* a gar- 
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den, tor tbr purpose of raidng various sorts of 
poieonous herbs> These he mingled wth such 
as were wholesome) and sent packets of them 
to those persoDB who had un&rtutiately roused 
his suspicions. At length, however, he fell in- 
to a fever, and, by his deadi, terminated a short 
but melancholy reign. 

As, by the will of this tyrant, the Romans 
were entitled to all his effects, the republic seiz- 
ed on his kingdom, and reduced it to a province) 
under the name of Asia Propria. However, 
Aristonicus, the next heir, boldly put in his claim 
to the crown, and, with the assistance of a nume- 
rous army, made himself master of his lawfiil 
dignity. 

To punish this contempt of the Roman edict, 
Crassus was appointed to head the legions in 
Aua, and lUspossess Aristonicus. Accordingly, 
he had recourse to the kings of Pontus, Bithy- 
nia, and Cappadocia, and with a truly formidable 
force began to prepare for battle ; but, whilst he 
was pillaging the towns, and conducting his txio 
ty toward the coast, in order to ship it off for 
Italy, Aristonicus fell upon him*in a narrow de- 
file, and, after an obstinate conflict, took him pri- 
aoDtT. As the soldiers were hastening, with 
their prize, to the tent of their sovereign, Cras- 
sus endeavoured to kill himself, in order to elude 
the disgrace of captivity ; but, his intention be- 
ing perceived, he was immediately disarmed. 
However, he struck the soldier who was nearest 
him in so violent a manner, that the Thracian 
drew his sword and killed him on the spot. Aris- 
tuiicus was deeply mortified at an acddrait which 
deprived him of having a Roman consul in his 
power-; however, Crassus's head was severed 



:sdi.,Google 



PZRGJIHIAHS. ST7 

from his body, and exposed to public view in 
front of the camp. 

Arifitonicus was bo much elated with this im- 
portant victory, ■ that he seemed to imagine all 
danger had subsided, and accordingly abandoned 
himself to feasting and revelry. However, he 
was sooD roused irom his lethargy by the ap- 
[HXMLch of M. Perpenna, whom the senate had 
conunisuoned to revenge the death of their late 
consul ; and who, having defeated the Pet^ami- 
an army, compelled the king himself to floe for 
shelter to the city of Stratonice. This place was 
immediately invested by the Romans ; and, af- 
ter enduring many hanlships on account of the 
scarcity of provisions, the garrison surrendered 
both their city and monarch into the hands of the 
new consul. At this juncture Blosius, the Cu- 
fnxati philosopher, exhorted Aristonicus to avoid 
an ignominious captivity by a voluntary death, 
and encouraged him to it by kilting himself in his 
presence ; but the king, refusing to adopt this 
mpedient, was carried to the Roman camp, and 
reserved in chtuns, to grace the victor's triumphs 
Shortly after the surrender of Stratonice, new 
consuls were appointed at Rome, one of whom, 
viz. ManliuB Aquilius, was ordered to succeed 
Perpetma in A^ ; and the whole kingdom of 
Pecgamus, after an obstinate resistance, on the 
part of the inhabitants, was reduced to the form 
of a pnetorian province, and divided into several 
districts, each depending on the metropolis where 
the Roman pnetor fixed his hatatation* 
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nnURACEt according; to the best hutoriaini 
•>■ was bounded bj Mount HxmuB on the 
Dorth ; bj the Euxine, the HelleBpont, and the 
Pn^ntis, on the east ; by the Mgean sea on the 
aooth ; eaA by Macedon and the lirer Stryraw 
on the west. Toward the interior the climate is 
eold, and the soil extremdy barren ; but the ma- 
ritiine provinces are remarkably pleasant, and 
ctowncd with an exiU>erant produce ot gtaini 
&uits, and other necessaries of life. 

The anaent inhalntants seem to have been a 
brave and wariike petqile ; but their miods vert 
uncultured, and strongly tinged with cruelty. 
Their religion ^fiered but little from that of the 
Macedonians ; but some of their customs were 
extremely singular. Herodotus aaaerts, thst 
when a Thracian child was born, his relationsaS' 
sembled) and, sitting round him in a circle, de- 
plored his Ul fortune, in entering upon the thea- 
tre of human trials and udamities ; but when 
any one died, they committed him to the ground 
with great rejoicings, repeating the afflictions he 
had eiichanged for perfect felicity. Among the 
Crestonians, who inhabited the mountainous parts 
of the country, every man had several wives, 
who, at tiis decease,, contended warmly for the 
honour of being sacrificed mi, and deposited in 
the same grave with their husband. Cliildren 
were frequenily sold by their parents, and, pre 
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TtQUB to their entering the connubial stale, the 
young women were permitted to live viith whom 
they pleased ; but die Thracians kept a. strict 
guard over the honour of their wives, and often 
purchased them from their reUtives, at an exor- 
iHtant pnice. To be branded on the forehead was 
accounted peculiarij' honourable, and those who 
had not received such marka were deemed igno- 
ble. In short, says our author, indolence was 
accounted a suitt^e append;^ of greatness ; 
agriculture was considered as altogether con- 
temptible, and rapine and glory were synonymous 

Thtace was anciently divided into several 
small nations, which were independent of, and 
generally at variance with, each other. These 
«rere the Dolonci, Denseletx, Besu, Cicones, 
Edoni, Bistones, Odomantes, Brygl, Reres, 
Odrysx, AutoDMoi, Mcedi, Crobyzi, &ipiei, and 
CeletM. 

The Dcrionci are said to have derived their 
name iiom. cme of their princes, who first intro- 
duced the practice of polygamy among them. 
At the time of Darius's expedition into Greece, 
they possessed the Thracian Chersoneaus,* and 
were governed by the iamily of Miltiades. 

The DenseleUc are said to have Ibught against 
Philip and Perses, kings of Macedon ; and to 
have continued foithhil to the Romans, till the 
tyrannical proceedings of Piso induced them to 
take up arms E^ainst him. They were govern- 
ed by their own princes so late as the rdgn of 



by the HdltBi 

on the west j iidiig joined oa the norfii, uTOu 

bj A attk of b)id about thuty-tevcD furlonfi bnad. 



11, Google 



S80 TSBACIAHS. 

Augustus ; fix- one Sitas ia mentioned by Dion 
CasMua aa holding the sovereignty, and making 
war upon the Bastami, whom he completely 
ranqubhed, withtbeaasiatance of Crassus, pra- 
tor of Macedon. 

The Bessi were a savage, predatoiy race, who 
inhatuted Mount Hxmus, and rendered them- 
selves notorious by many acts of cruelty. They 
were governed by their own kings till the consul, 
M. Licinius LucuUus, invaded their country, 
And subjected them to the Roman laws. The 
treacherous conduct of Piso toward one of their 
princes excited a revolt, which was, however, 
crushed by the vigilance of the Romans. Two 
other attempts were made ibr the recovery of 
their liberty ; but they were, at length, com- 
pelled to lay down their arms, and yield to the 
superior power of the Roman enipire. 

The Cicones inhalated a tract of «>untry lying 
between the Melas and the Hebrus. Homer 
fuenUons three of their kings, Pirous, Imbrasus, 
and Rhigmus ; the first of whom w^ killed, by 
Thoas the ^tolian, in the Trojan war, and the 
last perished by the hand of Achilles. 

The Edoni possessed that part of the country 
which lay between the Ikmous city of Philippi 
and the river Strymon ; and were governed) like 
the other Tbracians, by kings of their own na~ 

The Bistones occupied that portion of Thrace 
which was bounded by Rhodope on the north ; 
the river Hebrus on the east ; the ^gean sea 
on the south ; and the Nessus on the west. Their 
ancient govecnment was monarchical ; but they 
underwent tlie same fate as their neighbours, 
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being reduced first by the sons of MacedoO) and 
aftenrard by those of Rome. 

The territories of the OdoiOBntei bordered on 
Macedoi!) fiom which country they were only 
separated by the river Strymon. In the time of 
the Pelopotme^an war, the Odomantes were go- 
verned by Polles, who espoused the cause of Uie 
Athenians. Respecting their other princes his- 

Of the Brygi nothing more is known tlmt 
that they were reduced by Mardonius, ondserr. 
ed under Xerxes in the invasion of Greece. 

The Pieres were originally possessed of some 
part of MacedoD, where they consecrated to the 
Muses the countries of Heria, Pimplia and Lj- 
betniB ; as also Helicon in Bffiotio, where they 
had planted a colony. On their expulsion from 
these parts, they formed two new settlements, 
one under Mount Pangxus, near the banks of 
the Strymon, and the other in the vicinage of 
Mount Parnassus, which they consecrated to 
the Muses. Linus and Orpheus, so highly cele- - 
brated by the andent poets, were the sons of 
Oeager, prince of this people. 

The Odrysz were accounted the most powerw 
fill of the Thracian nations, and possessed a con- 
Mderable part of that country which lies between 
the mountains Rhodcq>e and Hzmus. They wert 
governed for many ages by thdr own kings, of 
whom twenty-two are noticed by histoiians; 
but as little occurs beside their names and ac- 
cession to the throne, we shall pass them over 
in silence, and dismiss the subject by t^erving, 
that their kingdom was reduced into the form ^ 
a Roman province durir^ the reign oiVespmatu 
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The Autonomi, so denominated because erery 

individual was liis own lawgivei", were a warlil^ 
people, who inhabited the most rocky and steril 
parts of Thrace. Their natural bravery induced 
them to engage the victorious troops of Alexan- 
der ; but they were defeated, with great slaugh- 
ter, and coinpelled to submit to the Macedonian 
hero> They seem to have served under Perses 
against the Romans ; and Uved, according to 
tbrir own laws, till the time of Vespasian, who 
pro^nciated their country. 

The Moedi 0'x;upied a tract of country which 
bordered upon Macedon, and are mentioned by 
the ancients as a gallant race, Strangers to effe- 
minacy, and inured to all the toils of war* 
Though successively subdued by Philip, and 
his son Alexander, they continued to plunder 
and harass the Macedonians, till that kingdom 
was annesed to the Roman empire. At length) 
however, liiey were vigorously attacked, andi 
ftfter an obstinate resistance, effectually van- 
quished by the Romans. 

The Crobyzi possessed a part of Thrace be- 
tween Mount Hxmus and the Euxine sea. Their 
government was monarchical ; but their history 
is veiled by impenetrable clouds. 

The territories of the Sap«i were situated be- 
tween the rivers Melas and Arzus, bordering on 
the Propontis and the Chersonesus. This people 
were governed by princes of their own nation ; 
from one of whom descended Thucydtdes, the 
historian. Cotys, the last king of the Sapsei, wan 
assassinated, by his own subjects, during the 
reign of Tiberius, and his kingdom was reduced 
to a Roman province. 
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The Celetae were a remarkably savage people, 
inhabiting the mount^s Hsemus and Rhodo[>e> 
Historians are silent respecting their form of go- 
vernment ; nor have we any particulars on record 
concerning them, except Uiat they attacked Cn. 
Manlius, upon his return from Asia, and robbed 
him of a considerable treasure, which he had 
amassed by pillaging the cities of Gallo Grxcia> 

The Thracian Chersonesus was also governed, 
in ancient times, by its own kings ; among whom 
were Polymnestor, Euaones, and Acamas. Po- 
lymnestor espoused Ilione, the daughter of king 
Priam ; and, at the close of the Trojan war, 
assassinated Polydorus, who had been placed be- 
neath his protection. Euaones is mentioned by 
the inimitable poet Homer ; and Acamaa is said 
lo have been killed by Ajax, at the siege of Troy. 
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THE tract of country andently called Bithy- 
nia was utuated betveen the forty-first and 
ibrty-third degrees of north latitude, being 
bounded by the £u3une Sea on the north ; by the 
river Parthenius mi the east ; by Mount Olym- 
pus and the Rbyndacus on the eouth ; and by the 
Bosphorus Threcius on the west. It contained 
aeveral handsome cities, Vas watered by many 
fertiUzing streams, and abounded with most of 
the necessaries of life. But at the present peri- 
od its lai^st cities are either laid in ruins, or 
dwindled to contemptible tillages ; and the 
greatest part of its once fertile soil is totally de»- 
titute of cultiradon- 

BithyniEL] in the most eariy ^;es, was inhabit* 
ed by various nations, who diifered .essentially 
from each other in their manners, customs, and 
language. The govenmient seems to have been 
monarchical, each nadon living under their own- 
princes ; but nothing satisfiictory can be advanc- 
ed respecting their afiairs, previously to the time 
when they became blended under the general 
name of Bithynians. 

In the reign of Fnisias, the first king of Bithy- 
lua noticed by historiansi the country was in- 
vaded by CrAis, king of Lydia ; and afterward 
subjugated by the Persians, who retained it till 
the time of Alexander the Great, though the 
, mhabitants were permitted to live under their 
sndent brm gf govenunent. 
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Concerning Diedalsua, Boteras and Baa, who 
Aresud to have reigned in Bithynia in the time 
of the Persian monarchy, nothing is related wor- 
thy of notice. ButZipixtes, the successor of Ba», 
is said to have waged var both with the Hera- 
cleans and Chakedonians ; and to have gained a 
complete victory over one of Antiochus Soter's 
generals. However, this success proved fatal to 
the Bithynian, he being so extraordinarily af- 
fected on the occasion, Uiat he died in an immo- 
derate transport of joy, after swaying the sceptr* 
for upwards of forty-fieven years. 

Nicomedea, on his first accession, caused two 
of his brothers to be murdered, and maintained 
a sanguinary war with the youngest, who had 
saved himself by flight, tiH the death of the un- 
fortunate exile put an end to his jealousy. He 
then applied himself to the enlarging and beau- 
tifying a city, which he called, after his own 
name, Ificomedia ; and spent the residue of his 
days in peace, leaving at his death the cToym to 
Tibites, the son of his second wife Etazeta, 

Tibites was soon dethroned by his brother 
Zela, who enjoyed the kingdom for some time 
without molestation, but at length a party of 
Galatians, to whom he owed lus crown, hearing 
that he had resolved to cut them off at a public 
banquet, turned his cruel purpose upon his own 
head, and slew him at the commencement of the 
festival. 

This prince was succeeded by hi^son Prusias, 
«umamed Cholos or the Lame, who, in the be- 
,ginning of his i<cign, formed an alliance with 
Rhodes against the Byzantines. During the 
Mithiidatic war he professed a warm regard for 
the Romans, yet he granted an asylum to their 

Vol. VIII. L 1 
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inidactLUe enemy, Hannibal, uodt at tbe reqaest 
of that Uluatrious Cartlw^man) invaded the ter- 
ritories of their fiiithful ally the king of Per-* 
garoiu. 

These proceedings having roused the jealouajr 
of the senate, T. Flaminius wss sent into Aua, 
in order to adjust the difierences between the two 
kingfs, and to demand Hannibal. Pmsias waS| at 
first, unwilling to betray his ^ed guest, but on 
the Homan envoy's threatening to treat him «S 
an enemy to tbe republic, he sent a party of sol- 
diers to surround Hannibal's house, and exe- 
cute the orders of the conscript bthers. This 
design, however, was rendered abortive by the 
Cardiftginian, who, perceiving it impracticahte 
to escape, implored the gods to punish the per- 
fidy <a Pruuas, and immediately swallowed a 
deadly poiscHi. 

Having conciliated the esteem of the Romans, 
by abandoning a man who had rendered him 
the most iiQportant services, Pru^aa Ttduntarily 
assisted them, both with troops and money, in 
their war against Perses of Macedon ; and up<Hi 
the subjugation of that country, went in person 
to congratulate the senate on the success of thrar 
arms, and acted in a manner so derogatory to a 
crowned head, that Pfrfybius, speaking of the 
audience the conscript iatheis gave him, breaks 
olT abruptly, as being ashamed to repeat the ser- 
Ttle expressions he made use of before that vetie- 
r^Ie assembly. 

Some years after his return from Rome, a 
war broke out between him and Eumenes II. 
which terminated in his destruction, as has bean 
already noticed in the history of Fergamus. 
The most impartial historians speak of him as 
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« diegncc to human nature, being; equally hate' 
fill to his subjects^ and despicaUe to Ibreigners 
va account ot lus cnidtf, cowardice, and - dis- 
gOsdng bchaTiour> His person was extremely 
deformed, and his mind bo depraved) that he 
does not appear to have possess^ a ^gle vir- 
tueto atone for his innumerable nces. 

Nicomedes II. succeeded his father in the so* 
. Vereignty, and seemed ambitious of walking in 
the some path which bad rendered that prince 
univereallr detested ; for he had scarcely as- 
sumed the diadem, befcire he aaciificed aU his 
brothers to his tyrannical amtndon. He as- 
sumed the name of Epiphanes, or the lUustri- 
OUB ; but performed nothing worthy of such an 
appeliatioD. He is asad to have built the city 
Apamea, and to have held the government for 
about fbrty-two years, at the expiralkn of 
which time he was assassinated, but in what 
manner is uncert^n. Some authors are inclined 
to sui^xise, that as he had murdered his &ther he 
was treated in a ^milar manner by his son ; but 
this is merely conjectural. 

On the demise of this prince, Nicomedei III. • 
ascended the vacant throne, and, with the assist* 
ance of Mithridates the Great, seized on the 
country of Paphlagonia. But on his attempt- 
ing to annex the crown of Cappadoda to his 
possessions, Mithridates renounced his alliance, 
and chased him from his paternal inheritance. 
In this exigence Nicoinedes appUed to the Ro- 
mans, who readily espoused his cause, and rein- 
stated him in lira former dignities. However, 
he was again dethroned by the king of Pontus, 
and compelled to live In retirement till Sylla 
underUM^ his restoration. He was succeeded 



iiyGooglc 



by his aoQ Nicomedes IV. who perfermed no- 
thing which hiBtoiians have deemed worthj 
of transmitting to posterity, except that he be- 
queathed his lungdom to the Romans, by whom 
it was prariadated, immediately after his death. 
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